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THE 


TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 


Of the inhabitants of Arabia, previous to the 
time of Mohommed, little is known ; and, as far 
as relates to their public history and govern- 
ment, that small portion given to us by, Abulfeda 
by no means strengthens our wishes to obtain 
any ^rther details. 

In the absence of any system of civilization, 
prescription, or rather the will of a chief, was 
law, either esteemed as such or enforced. Sub- 
ject to no other control, and under the guidance 
of their heroes or kings, the tribes carried on wai^ 
^nd made predatory incursions under various 
preteiyies ; sometiihes merely to rejCeve their 
present u^nts by capturing the flocks and herds 
of neighbouring hordes (such depredations being 
called gains) ; at others, with a vienv to gratify 
their revenge for any real or iniaginary outrage,* 
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where retaliation Kad<?jeeu clela^’ed only to render 
it more pertain, when the opportunity for attack 
might be attended with less danger, or their force 
sufficiently powerful to ensure success. 

This period is callecT the Time of Ignorance,’’ 

by subsequent writers, in contradistinction to the 

enlightened state in which they suppose them- 
es 

selves to have lived since the introduction of 
Islainisin. 

The Arabians, whether descended from Ish- 
mael or from Cahtan (Yoctan), were divided into 
two sorts, the one living in towns, the other in 
tents. The former subsisted on the produce of 
their flocks, by tillage, and even by the /exer- 
cise of trades. The latter had their pastures, 
tBeir principal food was camel’s flesh, its milk 
was their usual drink, though wine was also a 
liquor in which they indulged to the greatest 
excess. By waylaying travellers and caravans, 
or invading their neighbours’ possessions, they 
increased sj^^heir precarious mean's, often ct.anging 
their place of residence in quest of E^stter pas 
turage or a greater abundance of water, accord- 
i'hg to theds^asons; avoiding in their course 
Wibes inore powerful than theihselves, and over- 
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powering the vreAk and unprotected. I'liis habit 
of life more particularly applies tp the ‘descend- 
ants of Ishmael^ or rather Adnan; for as the 
genealogy froi^i Ishmael to Adnan is involved 
in obscurity, the Arabs to the north^pf Yemen 
or Arabia Pelix term themselves Adnaipans; the 
Arabs of the Jewish or Christian persuasion 
chiefly residing in Syria and its conflnes. The 
learning of a people so constituted must of course 
have been very narrow and circumscribed. They 
could boast of a slight knowledge in the starsj 
so as to foretel the changes of the weather^ and 
to interpret dreams. 

The grossest idolatry was their religion : images 
under various forms and names, the sun, the 
moon, or some particular constellation, were the 
objects of their worship; though many tribes 
looked up to a Supreme Being, and only deemed 
the planets or idols as mediators with the Divinity 
at the final resurrection. Some did not believe 
in a fiiii^re state ; but those who had «ny vague 
notion ort the subject imagined that the dead, 
upon whose tombs a camel was slaughtered, 
should rise mounted fin its back, bttt those for 
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whom this ceremony/*should npt be performed, 
would be called to judgment on foot. 

Mecca was at all times held in the highest 
veneration, as the place where, Abraham and 
Ishmael had dwelt; the Caaba is believed to 
have been erected by them ; and as *such, was 
the object of a holy pilgrimage, attended with 
most of the ceremonies in practice at the present 
day. 

The genealogical, descent of families, and the 
history of their nobility, were • attended to with 
the most scrupulous jealousy. But the accom- 
plishments on which they most chiefly prided 
themselves were, a perfect knowledge of their^lan- 
guage, skill in arms, aiid hospitality to strangers. 

• The first they exercised themselves in by 
composing orations and poems. Their orations 
were of two sorts, metrical and prosaic ; the 
^ one being compared to pearls- strung, and the 
other to loose ones. They endeavoured to" 
‘/ excel ih^both, and whoever* was able itft*§sfm- 
bly to persuade the jfeople to a great Imterprise, 
‘‘or dissuade them, from a dangerous one, or 
‘^ gave them other wholesome advice^ was ho- 
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nourecl with' the title <ff Khktib, or orator, 
which is now given to . the Mahommedan 
‘‘ preachers. They pursued a method very dif- 
“ ferent from that of the Greek or the Roman 
“ orators ; their sentences being like Ipose gems, 

“ without connexion, so that this sort of com- 

• * 

“ position struck the audience chiefly by the 
“ fulness of the periods, the elegance of theox- 
“ pression, and the acuteness of the proverbial 
“ sayings ; and so persuaded were they of their 
“ excellency in this way,^ that they would not 
“ allow any nation to understand the art of 
“ speaking in public, except themselves and the 
“ Persians ; which last were reckoned much in- 
“ ferior, in that respect, to the Arabians. Poetry 
“was in so great esteem among them, that it 
“ was a great accomplishment and a proof of 
“ ingenuous extraction for any one to be able 
“ to express himself in verse with ease and 
“ elegance on any extraordinary occurrence ; and 
“ fevcTi in their Common discourse 4hey made 
“ frequent applications of celebrated'passages of 
“ their famous poets. In their poems were pre- 
“ served the distinctions of descents, the riglits 
“of tribes, the memdry of great aclioti^, afld 
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“ the propriety of their langlijige, for which 
reasond an excellent poet reflected an honour 
on hi^ tribe ; so that, as soon as any one began 
to be admired for his performances of this 
Wnd in;i tribe, the other tribes sent publicly 
to congratulate them on the occasion ; and 
themselves made entertainments, at which the 
women assisted, dressed in their nuptial orna- 
ments, singing, to the sound of timbrels, the 
happiness of their tribe, who had one now to 
protect their honour, to preserve their genea- 
logies and the purity of their language, and 
to transmit their actions to posterity ; for this 
was all performed by their poems, to which 
they were solely obliged for their knowledge 
'' and instructions, moral and economical, and 
to which they had recourse as to an oracle, in 
all doubts and differences. No wonder then 
that a public congratulation was made on this 
** account, which honour thev were so far from 
making vheap, that they never did it'^rrt -on 
one of these three occasions,. wKJch were 
reckoned great points of felicity, viz. on the 
’birth of a boy, the rise of a poet, or the fall of 
foai of generous bredti. . To keep an emu- 
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latioii amon^ their poets, the tribes had, once 
a year, a general assembly at O^Mih> a place 
famous on this account, and where they kept 
a weekly inait, or fair, which was held on 
Sunday. This annual meeting lastcj^ a whole 
month, during which time they eii\ployed them- 
selves, not only in trading, but in repeating 
their poetical compositions, contending and 
'' vying with each other for the prize, whence 
the place, it is said, took its name*. . The 
poems that were judged to excel were laid up 
in the king’s treasuries, as were the seven cele- . 
brated poems, thence called Moallacat, rather 
thin from being hung up on the Caaba, which 
honour they also had by public order, being 
written on Egyptian silk, and in letters of gold; 
for which reason they had also the name of 
Modhahabat, or the golden verses. 

The fair and assembly at Ocadh were sup-i 
pressed by Mohammed, in whose time, and 
Aw i^me ^ears after, poetry seemif to have 
oeen ndglect;pd by the Arabs, who were then 
“ employed in their conquests, which being coiii- 

* The original Aralijp root Akdh, signifies subduing or con- 
icndin 
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pleted, and theuisei^ves at peace, not only this 
study rWas revived, but almost all sorts of learn- 
ing were encouraged and greatly improved by. 
them. This interruption, however, occasioned 
the loss of most of their ancient pieces of poetry, 
which were then chiefly preserved by memory ; 

‘‘ the use of writing being rare among them in 
their time of ignorance. Though the Arabs 
‘‘ were so early acquainted with poetry, they did 
not .at first use to write poems of a just length, 

‘‘ but only expressed themselves in verse occa- 
sioually, nor was their prosody digested into 
“ rules till some time after Motibmmed. 

The exercise of arms and horsemanship they 
were obliged to practise and encourage, by 
‘‘ reason of the independence of their tribes, 
“ whose frequent jarrings made wars almost con- 
‘‘ tinual ; and they chiefly endeil their disputes in 
field battles; it being an usual saying among 
them, that God had bestowed four peculiar 
things nn the. Arabs; that their tUrbahs.sbii?uld 
be to them instead of diadepis, their tents in- 
stead of walls and houses, their swords instead 
of entrei5fchments, and iheir poems instead of 
written laws. 
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Hospitality was so habitual to them, and so 
much esteemed, that the examples of this kind 
among them exceed what can be produced 
from other nations. 

“ Nor were those the only good qualities of 
“ the Arabs ; they are commended by the an- 
events for being most exact in their words, and 
respectful to their kindred ; and they have 
^ ' always been celebrated for their quickness of 
apprehension and penetration, and the vivacity 
of their wit, especially those of the desert. 

“ As the Arabs have their excellencies, so have 
they, like other nations, their defects and vices, 
Thdir own writers acknowledge that they have 
a natural disposition to, war, bloodshed, cruel- 
ty, and rapine ; being so much addicted to 
bear malice, that they scarce ever forget an 
‘‘ old grudge; which vindictive temper, some 
physicians say, is occasioned by their frequent 
feeding on cameFs flesh, ^the ordinary food of 
th<i*^-tiibs erf the desert, who are thcrX'fore ob- 
served td be most inclined to these vices) that 

» creature being most malicious and tenacious 

•• 

of anger.’^ 

Such is the language in which the l<9arned 
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translator of theOotan has delivered to the pub- 
lic his.account of the character of the Arabians, 
as gathered from the writings of Abulfeda, Po- 
cocke, and others. That the Arabs of those 
days thys thought and thus acted is founded on 
the concurrence of such respectable authority,* 
that the authenticity of this statement has never 
been questioned ; but as the application of such 
a system of habits and manners to the practice 
of common life has been hitherto unknown, it is 
with a view of exhibiting to the world a stronger 
proof of the truth of this recorded evidence, that 
the translation of the history of Antar is now for 
the first time submitted to the public ; a work 
which represents, with the utmost detail, the 
most faithful narrative of that mode of life in all 
its variety, whether public or domestic, which 
prevailed among the Arabs in that period of 
ignorance,” and which, with some material 
shades of difference is stated, by modern tra* 
vellers,'^ exist among the numerbus tfM>3;^»that 
inhabit the deserts at this day. 

It would be interesting as a fact in literary 
“history, -cduld we trace, With any certainty, the 
%ourc^ whence the piaterials which furnished the 
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basis of this roinlince l^ere drawn^ that it might 
be ascertained how far historical evidence may 
be cited to authenticate the different events, and 
liow far they were ^nly subjects of oral trsfdition, 
down to the period when they were committed 
to writing by Asmaee, during the reign of Ha- 
roon Ras^eed* 

From D^Herbelot we learn that, at the court 
of that monarch, Asmaee was celebrated as the 
author of several works on Arabic grammar and 
theology ; that he was one of the most learned 
men of the age, and in great consideration with 
Haroon himself, who used to listen with delight 
to the traditions of the ancient Arabs, with which 
Asmaee’s memory seems to have been most hap- 
pily stored, and which he narrated in the pre- 
sence of the assembled doctors, sometimes with 
such detail and unwearied diligence, as to call 
forth the animadversion of that prince, who 
Would request him pot to overpower him with 
such '^:;syitinued demands on his attention. 

In order to a<5x more authority to this anec- 
dote, it will not be irrelevant to mention that, 
in the course of this tale, Asmaee oitbe breaks ' 
*the thread of his narrative to state, that as he • 
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was relating before- HafDon and his courtiers 
one of Antar’s astonishing exploits, both the 
monarch and the ministers joined in expressing 
their doubts of the truth of such tremendous 
powers, and even ventured *to question the pro- 
bability of the leading subjects of his story, As- 
maee faces these objections, asserting that every 
fact rested oh undoubted authority, and that the 
story was a perfect picture of manners existing 
at that time ; and moreover (to place all further 
hesitation beyond dispute), he boldly states, that 
he himself had witnessed many of the scenes 
he so forcibly describes, saying, that he was 
then four hundred years of age, and had conse- 
quently been alive long before the coming of 
Mohommed, 

What could be the object of this extraordinary 
falsehood (for it is frequently repeated, and some 
of his heroes are also mentioned as having 
reached that patriarchal age), is difficult 1 3 
imagiiib ; however, the general points (rf nar- 
rative are not to b? invalidated b so bofd an 
impossibility ; and it may be presumed that the 
• talcj as iunow stands, comprises every tradition 
i thatihe deemed worthy of ndtice, either as mat- 
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ter of history or. of aiiiuseiucnt. Some of the 
facts are to be found in Abuhcda as known 
causes of troubles and dissensions among .the 
tribes^ but still with some change of difeum- 
stance that may be either tittributed to those 
errors incidental, to all traditional history, or to 
the liveliness of *the imagination of the author, 
who may have wished to render his ftile more 
consonant to the taste of the times, by sacrificing 
the dry detail of an uninteresting fact, to the 
pleasure of engaging the attention of his. au- 
dience or his readers '*’ 

Haroon Rasheed, who flourished during the 
second century of the hegira, was, of course, 
the contemporary of Charlemagne : already w^as 
the communication open between the courts of 
Asia and Europe, and mutual presents had 
evinced the of the monarchs to establish 
an intercourse between the two countries. 

It is, therefore, no matter of doubt, that this 

* H is also pivper to mention, that ^he names of Johunah and 
Aboo Obeidah frcquentlji occur with the name of Asmaee, as the com- 
pilers of this narrative, in the course of which there are continual breaks: 
as thus, Asmaee said, or Johainah and Aboo Obeidah oaid, and then 
dhe narrative continues. 
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romance was composed or compiled at that pe- 
riod ; and that' it was a book highly esteemed 

c* 

seems equally notorious. It is, however, a very 
surprising circumstance that, from that time al- 
most down to the present century, no orientalist 
of Europe should have mentioned its existence. 
Asia possesses men of ingenuity and talents, 
who have, with infinite labour, made 'commen- 
taries on those books, generally considered as 
objects of research; but Haji Calfa, the most 
celebrated of the bibliographers of Asia, only 
cursorily mentions it. . 

The most natural way of accounting for this 
omission is to suppose, that as this book -exclu- 
sively related to the Arabs of the Desert, uncon- 
nected with those men of literature, whose habits 
and pursuits led them to prefer a residence in 
cities and at courts, it may in the course of time 
have been entirely lost to the learned readers, 
and only felt and admired amongst the hordt^ 
and tribes, whose manners it so accurately, de*. 
scribed, and whose Energies and passions it’was 
so well calculated to awaken, in the perusal of 
•those records of the intx;^pidity of their forefa- 
thers Thus it may have hcert so long neglected, 
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till itVas at last .forgotten ; still, however, che- 
rished by those who could undei^tand its value, 
and engraven in the hearts and the memories of 
men, who might boast as being the desc^dants 
of heroes and warriors, whoso glories made them 
pant after martial fame, and roused thenf, if not 
to imitatei at lestst not to discredit the celebrity 
of their f)rogenitors, who had lived honoured 
and renowned, and whose splendid histories and 
deaths would survive to remotest ages, recorded 
by the pen of so devoted and *enthusiastic an 
admirer of their exploits, and so capable of 
transmitting them to the latest posterity, in such 
glowing and animating description* 

Even at this period, Antar, as the hero of this 
romance, or Asmaee, as the reporter of his deeds, 
are but little known beyond the Deserts, and 
the towns of Aleppo, Damascus, Bagdad, and 
Cairo. To the Arabs, it is their standard work, 
which excites in them the wildest emotions: 
eyen read by some, firm in the memory of others ; 
but listened ,>o with avidity by all* 

* Mr. Burkardt, in a letter to the translator, mentions that when 
11^ was reading a portion of it to the Arabs, they were in ecstacies of 
delight, but at the same time so enraged at his erroneous pronunciation , 
that they actually tore the sheets out of his hands. 
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In Aleppo it^is Ijighly value/l, particularly by 
the Armenians*^ and, in coflee-honses, it is read 
aloud by some particular person, who keeps a 
sheet iii his hand, to which he occasional! v refers 

t •' 

to refresh his lueinory. It is given to children, 
who are obliged to copy it out, and thus acquire 
the habit of speaking elegantly and •correctly ; 
and it ntay be attributed to this cause', that the 
copies of Antar are generally found written most 
execrably ill, and abounding in errors of every 
kind. 

Until the publication of the “ Mines de PO- 
rient,” printed at Vienna', in 1802, the name of 
Antar had scarcely been heard in Europe. A 
copy of the work is in the Imperial Library ; and 
in the Catalogue raisonne of the Books written 
by M. Hammer, there is some account of this 
romance ; from which the following is extracted : • 
This work, which must be reckoned as very 
instrumental towards learning the manner^, 
dispositions, and habits of the Arabs, seejpis to 
us more interesting than the celebrated ^ Thou- 
sand and One Nights not indeed with respect : 
to the fictions, in whigh this work almost en- 
tirely fails • but as a picture of true history^ ' 
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There is nothing abqut genjii^ magicians^ or 
talismans, or fabulous animals ; and if,, indeed, 
the bravery of the hero, who, unwounded, 
slays hundreds and thousands of the foe, or 
the swiftness of his gene/ous steed, that out- 
strips the wind, appear incredible ; Ihese are 
rather the results of a hyperbolical style, than 
to be^ considered as fabulous figures, which 
never, in the [opinion of orientals, invalidates 
" the truth of history. The whole of this work 
may be esteemed as a faithful account of the 
principal tribes of the Arabs, and particularly 
of the tribe of Abs, from whicii sprung Antar, 
in the time of Nushirvan, King of Persia, more 
^' faithful in painting manners than in describing 
'' events. 

" The style is often flowery and beautiful, 
mixed with poetry, frequently in a common 
diction, and sometimes the augmentations and 
more recent interpolations plainly prove the 
" adulterations of ' the copyist. (What would 
"•that ligljit.of oriental literature. Sir William 
" Jones, have thought of the style and merits of 
" this work, who only treated of the fourteenth 
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volume, in his Commentaries on Asiatic 
** Poetry* ?) It chiefly treats of the love of Antar 
“ and tbia, and also of their family, down to 
“ the d^th of the hero. 

“ This work, which is generally called a ro- 
“ inanoe* of chivalry, though impossible to be 
" translated, owing to the number of volumes, 
“ may be* gleaned ; every part appertauiing to 
"history, should be carefully collected, and 
" nothing relative to manners omitted. Such, 
" with God’s help, we intend to publish. 

" The author, from beginning to the end, 
" appears to be Asmaee, a famous philologist 
" and poet at the court of Haroon Rasheed ; but 
" sometimes other authors and sources are men- 
" tioned, who, according to our opinion, appear 
“ to have been inserted by the story-teller in the 
" coffee-houses. This is the work, and not, as 
" is generally supposed, the Thousand and One 
" Nights, which is the source of the stories which 
“ fill the tents and cottages in Arabia and Egypt ; 

* I have only seen the^fourteenth volume of^is work, which 
«( coQiprises all that is elegant and noble in (Composition. So lofty, 
** so various, and so bold is its style, that I do not hesitate to rank it 
amongst th^most finished pofenis,”— W, Jones, 
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though materials are often .suj^plied from other 

works* of the same kind.” 

The above engaged the attention of persons 
interested in oriental literature, and copies have 
been demanded, but are with difficulty procured, 
owing to the unwillingness of those, whd live by 
reading the stoHes in the coffee-houses, to part 
with thein; and the expense of transcribing is 
very heavy. 

The translation, now made public, was under- 
taken from a copy procured at Aleppo, by the 
kind exertions of Mr. Barker. It proved to be 
a very valuable work, being comprised in a 
smaller form than any other as 'yet sent to 
Europe. In general, the copies are bound up 
in numerous volumes of various sizes, from forty 
to twenty or less, exhibiting a mass to appal 
the most enterprising of translators, well aware, 

* The possessors of copies are — 

1. Mr. Rich, at Bagdad. 

2. M. d*Italinsky^ 

3. M. T^de, at Constantinople. 

4. Lord Aberdeen. 

5. Imperial Library at Vienna. 

6. Cambridge Library. 

Some few volumes in. the possession of Mr. Hamilton. 

The Translator has two. 

Some of them are imperfect. 
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as he must be, that whatever his determination 

I. ' 

might effect in making a translation of so pon- 
derous a work, he could not expect any cor- 
respondjing success in printing it for general 
perusal. * 

This difficulty, and the still greater difficulty 
of abridging a. work of so curious a » texture, 
must have prevented any one, acquainted with 
its merits, from venturing on so arduous a task ; 
and not till the translator saw it in so compressed 
a shape, did he ever anticipate the possibility of 
putting it into English. 

Whilst he was engaged on the work, he had 
the advantage of receiving from Mr. Burkardt 
a letter, in which he accounted for the abridged 
state of that copy of Antar, stating that the 
voluminous work had been curtailed of many of 
its repetitions and much of its poetry, by some 
learned inhabitants of Syria, and was therefore 
called the Shamiyeh, or Syrian Antar, in contra^ 
distinction to the original latge work, which was 
called the Hijaziyeh,^^or Arabian Anl^^r. 

Mr. Burkardt strongly urged the translator to 
persist in his undertaking, by adhering strictly 
to the abridgment ; anticipating the most com- 
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plete success, and even a popftlarity equal to 
that so long enjoyed by the Arabian Nights, 

to which,’* he adds, it is in every respect 
superior.*’ 

Under these inducements, and prompted by 
the active encouragement of his friends, the 
translator executed the task from the abridged 
copy, which even in its reduced state bears too 
formidable an appearance to attract universal 
favour. 

The translation has been completed some time, 
and already has one volume met the approbation 
of those who would kindly hope that his time 
has not been mis-spent For the appearance of 
that volume in its mutilated state, the only 
apology to be offered is the indulgent curiosity 
of friends, who expressed a wish to see that 
portion in print, before any further addition had 
reached England. Whether such publication 
Vas ill-timed, or whether the continuation might 
not Jyive been suppressed altogether, must be 
decided b3i^the future reception this part of the 
work will meet from the public. 

Of the merits of thia romance, as a work to be* 
tried by Europeari critics, and ideas founded on. 
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principles totall;^ unknown to the Arabian author, 
it will be no easy task to form a correct judg- 
ment. A person, unacquainted with oriental 
literature, must frame his opinions on rules by 
which Ije has been accustomed to regulate his 
opinions on matters of taste — svch a critic must 
unavoidably err in any decision he may express. 
On the other hand, an oriental scholar is gene- 
rally too biassed in favour of languages that 
have cost him years of unremitted toil to attain, 
to view, with a mind sufficiently calm and un- 
prepossessed, a work which, in an Asiatic country, 
is considered as the standard of perfection. It 
is true, an orientalist must imbibe some new 
ideas of taste, before he qin judge at all of the 
merits of an original Asiatic composition, but 
whether he will be an impartial critic is very 
doubtful. 

That a translator of so immense a work must 
have felt a more than com.mon gratification ifa 
his labours, is evident ; otherwise he could^n^ver 
have persisted in the continuance of^t; unless it 
may be presumed that a person, obstinately per- 
severing in an undertaking against his convic- 
tion, cw^ill in time become so full of his subject,' 
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as to see beautie*s where none e>iist, and become 
so much an Asiatic, as to forget he hacj ever 
been an European, either in habits or taste. 

Leaving, therefore, the public to forln their 
opinions of this tale, through the uncertain me- 
dium of a translation (only begging it may be 
borne in mind, that the original may possess 
beauties, the translator may have omitted or 
overlooked, and that the translation, whenever 
approved, by no means does justice to the ori- 
ginal), he will endeavour to give some succinct 
account of the object and nature of the work, 
that the unprejudiced reader may have some 
clue by which he may form his own opinion of 
its merits and defects. 

Antar, as has been already observed by the 
editor of the first volume, is no imaginary per- 
son : he is well known as a celebrated warrior, 
and as the author of one of the seven poems sus- 
pended on the Caaba at Mecca. His intre- 
pidity is often mentioned by Abulfeda, as being 
th^ subjeot of poetry : thotPgh it does not appear 
that any precise composition relating to* his 
feats in arms is extent, some detacjied pieces 
may have survived ; still it must be supposed 
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that oral tradition alone has cdminemorated' in 
verse, , current among succeeding generations, 
those various proofs of heroism which Asmaee 
afterwards embodied in his worj^. That he was 
the son of Shedad, an Absian chief, is also well 
attested ; though it does not so clearly appear 
that he was born of a slave- woman. 

, t 

It is not to be understood, that Asmaee merely 
intended to compose a faithful history of those 
times w his view seems rather to comprise in a 
pleasing tale* numerous isolated facts, and the 
most striking traits of the manners and usages 
prevalent at that period ; and therefore we may 
presume, that he has embellished his narrative 
with every additional circumstance that could 
possibly throw an interest over his hero, or at- 
tract the attention of his readers. 

And that he has succeeded among those for 
whom the work was composed, there cannot be 
the smallest doubt. It is also true, that ihanyy 
who at this day have read it in the original^have 
expressed the delight* and unwearied Udmiration 

. • Historic fjcts as they occur, any authority can be quoted^ 
will be observed in the progress of the work* 
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they have felt iit the perusal of its endless vo- 
lumes. 

It may be assumed, that it is one of the most 
ancient books of Arabian literature, composed 
during the second century of the Hejirah, at a 
time when the arts were most successfufly culti- 
vated amongst the Asiatic conqtterors, and en- 
couraged more particularly under the influence 
of the Arab princes of Bagdad. Its language is 
therefore uncommonly pure, equally remote from 
the harshness of the earlier, or the conceits of 
the later authors ; and when we consider that it 
was originally written in the Cufic character, 
and has for a thousand years been transcribed 
chiefly for the use of the Bedoweens, and often 
by persons who probably did not comprehend 
one word they were writing, it is a matter of 
surprise, how it has retained so much purity and 
correctness. Some few Persian and Turkish 
•Words, subject to Arabic inflexions, are now and 
then to be observed. Some other modern terms 
may also have been insert^ ; these are corrup- 
tions, and Mr. flammer thinks that many inter- 
polations have been m^de by the copyist. Words, 
often occur which are not to be found in any 
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dictionary ; an/1 some expressions there are, 
whichj, though current to this day among the 
Arabs of the Desert, are not susceptible of the 
same acceptation in any lexicon. 

The style of the work as a composition is very 
plain and easy in construction ; but abounding 
in an endless ifSariety of diction, couched in the 
most choice and appropriate terms. The sen- 
tences are short,; much in the style of the Bible ; 
the prose is even in rhythm throughout, continu- 
ing uninterrupted but by a change of termina- 
tion, according to the powers of the author, or 
the redundancy of expressions with the same 
sound* Thus, with short rhythmical periods 
of various lengths, the author proceeds, for five 
or six lines, to the end of his subject, and then 
recommences other matter with a different rhyme. 
This is particularly striking in all his descriptions 
of battles, where the pauses are very frequent, 
all with the same terminations ; the periods be- 
ing often formed of only two wor^s, sometimes 
of three, and thus hurrying on, wi£h apparent 
rapidity and great variety and spirit, throughout 
,a whole page. 

* is reckoned the greatest beauty hi oriental compositions. 
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This species of composition produces the 
necessity of continued repetitions ; and though 
Asmaee has proved that his memory was sup- 
plied v/ith an infinity of expression^ unrivalled 
by any oriental author, yet the frequent recur- 
rence of similar scenes and thoughts must of 
course occasion such repetitions, as almost to 
weary his warmest admirers; but when trans- 
lated into another tongue, that admits of, com- 
paratively speaking, no diversity of terms to 
express the same meaning, they become most 
tedious and disgusting. 

The poetry has the charm of a more elevated 
style; and a wider range for the imagination 
has been eagerly seized by the poet. Infinitely 
more difficult in its construction, it is still na- 
tural, and devoid of those conceits and absurdi- 
ties that abound in almost all Asiatic composi- 
tions. It comprises every variety to which poetry 
•is applied. The heyoic, the complimentary, the 
laudatory, the amatory, the ludicrous, the merry, 
and the elegiac, are all combined in the utmost 
profusion ; even the pastoral is not omitted.* A 
specimen of this species of poetry occurs that is- 
perfectly unique ift the language : the translator 
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never met with ^ any thing of the kind. More- 
ls 

over,, on inquiry among some learned Musul- 
matis, he could not understand that such com- 
positions were at all known or appreciated among 
them. It is in the style of an eclogue, and is 
introduced as a trial of skill amongst revellers 
at a feast. Besides its originality, it has great 
merit as an oriental composition, abounding in 
terms never before modelled into grammatical 
inflection, and which excited the most unfeigned 
admiration and surprise amongst some natives 
of Constantinople, to whom these verses were 
shown. 

The heroic is, of course, a mixture of all that 
is bold in imagery and inflated in expression ; 
exaggeration and personal vanity run through- 
out the whole ; perhaps these are the legitimate 
characteristics of such poetry ; certainly we have 
the highest authority for its currency, in a poet 
whose writings are considered as the standard 
for whatever is grand and majestical in that spe- 
cies of poetical com)>osition. 

The elegiac has drawn tears from persons, 
. whose sympathy and teqdemess were fashione(j 
to ,b^ roused by such scenes as are described in 
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this work, anil are therefore as tfue to nature as 
those feelings which are recognized in a more 
refined state of society. 

The ludicrous and satirical are in sgme in- 
stances too gross, often indelicate, but not ob- 
scene, There is something pretty and briginal 
in the amatory 'style ; and the merry can move 
to mirth* in its innocence and playfulness. As 
to the complimentary, it is, as is the case in all 
languages, the least entitled to commendation, 
abounding in ridiculous conceits and unintelli- 
gible panegyric. 

With respect to the magic and enchantments 
that occur in the work, it may be proper to add, 
for the benefit of those who indulge in the still 
controverted point of the birth-place of sorcery, 
that instances are to be found of supernatural 
agency; though in the portion now published 
no mention is made of any such influence over 
the minds and actions of the heroes who figure 
in the story. The belief that ghosts, or hobgob- 
lin^ dr genii, inhabited so^ie peculiar spot, ge- 
nerally prevailed ; and we perceive that Shiboob, 
Antar’s brother, is often taken for one of those 
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august personages, owing to the rapidity with 
which he transfers himself from place to place. 

The effects of an amulet ring, first worn by a 
Christifin warrior, who at his death bequeaths it 
to Antar, in relieving a person from fits, are 
noticed* more than onee. Sorceresses were also 
sufficiently celebrated, even at 'that' distant pe- 
riod, to be here recorded, more for the iniquities 
than for the good they were called upon to per- 
form. One endeavours to inveigle Ibla to her 
destruction, by means of two daemon emissaries 
she employs, and a magic fire she kindles. An- 
other fortifies her castle with the illusion of su- 
pernatural flames and smoke ; whilst the sister 
of this wicked enchantress dispels these seeming 
horrors by her more potent spells. But, though 
this latter is married in consequence, to one of 
the Absitin chie^, she is absolutely prohibited 
from ever practising her magical arts, before 
the marriage could be solemnized. It is thus 
evident, that this engine of destruction was 
regarded as abominable, and by, no means 
connected with any acknowledged source of 
resistance. 
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Allusions to genii frequently ficcur : one of 
Antar’s sons is slain by them. * They are de 
scribed as most hideous monsters^ having their 
eyes slit upwards, and uttering most terrific 
sounds. . Antar restores to thd human form one 
of the genii who had been metamorphosed into 
a horse ; and, in return, he aids his deliverer in 
avenging his son’s murder. 

Besides these instances, there are some other 
events of minor consequence, where magic is 
supposed to effect its purposes ; and it may be 
inferred, that the author has rather for his object 
to give some account of the general notions 
respecting sorcery and magic, at the period to 
which the story relates, than to afford an accu- 
rate detail of its influence on the public mind, 
during the reign of Haroon Rasheed, at which 
time, though its delusions may not have gained 
actual belief, yet as the machinery of a tale, it 
was reckoned indispensably necessary. 

. Antar’s sword is certainly of original inanii- 
facture ; and, though not jenchanted, may be 
cited by the sidef of Burindana. Indian blades, 
Davidean armour, and Aadite*^ casques are in- 

* So called, either becawe they had endured from the time of tli« 
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vested with all ihe properties of magic weapons, 
whether of offence or defence. 

No warrior appears with a skin impervious to 
the sword’s edge. There is, however, one hero, 
who is a mass of b‘bne, and no arm but Antar’s 
can strike a blow to crush so miraculous a 
production. Others are also designated under 
the formidable appellation of earth-rakers ; thus 
called from their immense stature, so that, when 
on horseback, their feet tore up the ground ; and 
others are denominated ear-strippers, others liver- 
eaters, &c. 

The frequent allusion to dragons and sea 
monsters in the poetry, and in the description of 
assailing heroes, proves that, in those days, the 
introduction of fabulous animals, distinct from 
those mentioned in Persian books, was considered 
a legitimate embellishment in romantic fiction. 
But the only animal whose appearance is men- 
tioned is the camelopard*, which is described 

^ribe of Aad, or as being ancient, they bore that distinction to 
testify their antiquity and durability. 

* It is called in Arabic, Jirafab, whence comes the Spanish Girafa, 
and the French Giraffe; thus rendering it probable, that though. tlM; 
animal is exclusively of African origfn, it only became known in Europe 
through the Arabs. 
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as a beast of burthen, employe4 to carry a huge 
giant/ as no other animal was sufficiently power- 
ful to bear so vast a weight. But as it is as- 
certained that the camelopard is not a. beast of 
burthen, it may safely be prtftsumed, that though 
its existence had been proved, its dfstinctive 
qualities* were unknown. 

And thus, with all the paraphernalia'of chival- 
rous equipment, heroes come forth, not only in 
fields of battle or single combat, but also at 
marriages and entertainments, merely for trials 
of skill in arms in the midst of a course, to tilt 
and joust with barbless spears in the presence 
of kings and chiefs, who proclaim the merits of 
the victor and the vanquished, sometimes distri- 
buting prizes, or awarding a contested point, or 
even deciding the fate of some damsel, the ob- 
ject of amorous contention between two devoted 
champions ; and not unfrequently do these com- 
bats, which commence innocently, end in blbod- 
•shed. 

It is also worthy of remark, that these chiefs, 
when bound on a marauding enterprise, often 
meet with extraordinary adventures ; ^sometimes 
forlorn maidens, whose distresses they relieve, or 

d 


VOL. I. 



XXXIV 


PREFACE. 


matrons^ whose ^husbands and sons have been 
slain, and even 'heroes of inferior stamp, whose 
cause they will adopt, and thus cither soften his 
sorrows- or die in his defence. It must be ac- 

I 

knowledged, that they sometime^ take advan- 
tage of *the unprotected state to which females 
are reduced, when their attendants have resisted 
the assaults of a stranger; but instances of the 
purest generosity, and the most chivalrous sen- 
timents of honour and decency will often mark 
their acts, and induce us to marvel, how nations 
so barbarous in blood could ever be melted into 
pity and tenderness. 

Miracles of a sublimer nature, such as storms, 
and timely aid in the extremest perils, and vi- 
sitations of extraordinary import, are attributed 
to the proper soufee of such interventions. The 
Almighty is here the sole actor : his influence is 
ever unquestioned. It is not often invoked, nei- 
ther does it often appear ; thus rendering it the*, 
more efficacious, and creating corresponding 
sentiments of awe and gratitude in the minds of 
those who may be either its victims, or the ob- 
jects of its favour. 

The name of Mohommed is used more than 
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once as the instrument of divine vengeanec, at 
the moment he was supposed to have been born ; 
but at whose breast he was inhaling life vva^ un- 
known : his name had been alone revealed, and 
the first mention of it infuses so great dread into 
the Persian army, that they are instantly routed ; 
the naiAe of Mohommed seeming to rise from 
every pebble, and from every grain of sand. II is 
infant cries are also stated as the means of work- 
ing a great miracle, in a second destruction of 
the Persians. 

Such are the people and the manners this 
book purposes to describe, a subject never be- 
fore attempted, either by Asiatic or European : 
a subject that has hitherto been supposed devoid 
of all interest, and certainly considered as sus- 
ceptible of no variety. A nation of shepherds, 
dwelling in tents, surrounded by deserts, appears 
at first sight, as the very antipodes of those nations 
I whose usages and .habits have supplied matter 
* for romance«and historic fiction. In minds thus 
savagely constituted, where could love dwell? 
Where could courtesy, discretion, and those 
nameless decencies and distinctions, •persons of 
cultivated manners .can only feel and express 
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find a place? And without minds thus happily 
organised, and without sensibilities as easily 
rousPd as lasting, pliant or obdurate, according 
to the object that excites theip into action, or 
bidding defiance to repulse, inconstancy, and 
dangers, how could chivalry feed its enthusiasm, 
or imagination awaken into life ? 

But in this work we find all these anomalies 
reconciled. We see heroes' capable of the wildest 
enterprises, and subject to the most vehement 
emotions, to secure the approbation of their 
mistresses. We see damsels braving every peril, 
smiling in captivity, to meet the objects of their 
love. We moreover meet with heroines cased 
in armour covering hearts at once steeled against 
the lance’s point or falchion’s edge, and a prey 
to the utmost ecstacies of enthusiastic fondness 
and refined irritability* 

Such are the personages who now, for the first 
time, are found to have inhabited the wilderness 
of sands, under no cultivation of mind, and 
bound by no moral restraint, but whart love and 
friendship excited and established. Few could 

* M. Sismon'di asserts, that in those days no Arabian women were 
Vnown torbear arms. 
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read or write. None w^ere pbilosophcrs. Wis- 
dom had its only support in tl5e influence at- 
tached to advanced years. Their sages w*ere 
superior in age, and enjoyed a confidence-among 
the tribes that no one could uproot, and which 
Antar only, by Iris martial prowess and univer- 
sally admitted superiority, could thwart. 

Whether these traits will tend to suggest fur- 
ther materials to induce the learned to adopt the 
theory, so much disputed, that romance and all 
its artificial charms come from the East, and 
therefore coincide with the opinions already sup- 
ported so energetically by the Editor of the first 
volume, the Translator, unbiassed in his own 
views on the subject, with no decided opinions 
to render him difficult of conviction to argu- 
ments in favour of fin opposite system, leaves 
the point, here untouched, to be canvassed by 
persons whose time has been more immediately 
employed in such m^atters, and whose pursuits 
have led them more accurately to distinguish 
between the pretensions produced in defence of 
either question. 

The Translator has^ divided the work into . 
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three parts, in, which order it is his intention to 
publish it. 

.The first reaches to the marriage of Antar and 
Ibla ; jn which it is the object of the author to 
raise his hero to ‘a sufficient eminence in rank 
among the Arabs, by his conquests over various 
countries, and more particularly by his victories 
over the individual chiefs and heroes, most con- 
spicuous for their power, and whose haughtiness 
and martial spirit could ill brook the elevation 
of one sprung from a slave woman, in order that, 
by reducing these warriors to submission, and 
by gaining their good will and friendship, he 
might, by means of his own intrepidity and the 
intercession of his friends advocating his cause, 
attain the chief object of his ambition ; his ac- 
knowledgment as an Aral^ chief, and his subse- 
quent marriage with Ibla. 

The second part includes the period when the 
hero suspends his poem at Mecca. This grand 
point he at length attains, not only by the 
friendly disposition'j of his former associates, 
and the continuance of his own heroic deeds, 
but also by the means of his two sons and a 
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brother, whom he discovers amongst the heroes 
of the desert. Encouraged by their coui\sels, 
and urged by his own ambition, after various 
conflicts and conquests, he resolves to crifsh the 
envious malice of his domestic foes, and in de- 
spite of all the machinations contrived against 
him, and the hostilities of all the most potent 
kings of Jirabia, he succeeds in accomplishing 
this second object of his ambition. 

The third part comprises the death of Antar, 
and most of his comrades and relations ; in the 
course of which he wages endless wars against 
the more distant tribes, — visits Constantinople 
and Europe, and invades that part of Arabia in- 
habited by the Aithiopians, amongst whom he 
discovers his mother’s relations, and finds out 
that she was the daughter of a mighty monarch, 
, and himself thus descended in both lines from a 
majestic race. liis last conquest is over his do- 
n^estic enemies. His^ death is consonant with 
the rules of poetical justice. He falls under the 
hand of one whom he might Ifave justly punished 
with death, but wto was the object of cruelty ifee 
Kad never practised on ^ny one before, not even 
Ifis most inveterate foes. 
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This division* is not at all pursued in the ori- 
ginal ; but as ,i't is evident that the publication 
of the whole work at once was impossible, the 
translator has endeavoured to render its appear- 
ance less objectionable. He has also taken an- 
other liberty, and has divided the work into 
chapters according to his own fancy. ^ 

The copy of the original from whicli the trans- 
lation is made is an uninterrupted narrative. 
But the larger copy* he has in his possession, 
as also oiie or two other copies he has seen, is 
divided into sections of very great length. . An- 
other copy, which he only saw for a few mi- 
nutes, appeared to be cut up into portions much 
shorter than the chapters as now printed. This 
is the only alteration he has deemed it advisable 
to make. Perhaps it would have made the work 
more generally acceptable, had he ventured even 


♦ Mr. Burkardt procured .this at Cairo for the translator ; it may 
b6 a matter of regret that it had not cpmc to hand still sooner, as tfie 
present translation was already finished. Thus he was deprived of the 
satisfaction of comparing tl^ two copies as he proceeded in the workt 
and it will be Scknowledgcd, that afterwards itbc£ame too serious a 
task. Mr. Burkardt said, he did not think tiiere was any material dif- 
ference ; and wherever the translator has referred to the large copy, ha , 
has only fotSnd greater rcdundanci(;s, except in some instances yrhere 
imprqveuients and addition have been made in the translation. 
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to ciirfail this abridgment, and to omit many of 
iliose reiterated repetitions, whi(;b, whilst they 
tend to give an idea of the original compoSkion, 
materially damp the interest of the story in our 
estimation, and certainly weary, the general reader. 
But where to begin, or where to stop, is difficult , 
to decide, To fake the opinion of the ignorant 
in orientai literature would be unwise in the ex- 

a 

treme. The advantage of the advice of oriental 
scholars was by no means easy to obtain ; and 
of even one acquainted with the book in ques- 
tion, quite impossible’*^ 

Under these circumstances, the translator, mi-, 
willing to quit his original without having some 
decided landmark to guide him when deviating 
from the straight course, has adhered as closely 
as possible to the Arabic idiom, only endeavour- 
ing to render it intelligible to the Knglish reader; 
and if he has succeeded at all in combining what 
is rarely compatible, an easy English style with 

* Kven Mr. BuVkardt had never read it through ; neither can the 
translator say he ever heard of an Earopean who had waded through 
the 1 lijaziyeh copy^ the only one hitherto known. 

Tiie Translator takes this opportunity of expressing his thanks to 
C. J. Rich, Ksq.f the East India Company*s reifident at Bagdad, for 
much useful information. 
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the clmracter of the Oriental, he will not 'con- 

« 

skier his perseverance misapplied, or his opinion 
of the* original as erroneous. If, on the otlier 
hand, the public should form a different opinion, 
he begs their judgment niay ifest solely on the 
translation, and he will readily join in wishing 
that the task had devolved on one more, capable 
of doing justice to its merits*. 

* Since the above has been in tlie press, a long treatise on Antar, 
translated from the German, has appeared in the two last numbers of 
the New Monthly Magazine,*’ for January, and February, 1820 , 
with the signature of M, de Hammer, The Translator regrets that 
its late publication prevents his deriving any benefit from the suggestions 
of so accomplished an Oriental scholar as M. de Hammer, to whose 
exertions in every department of Asiatic literature the world is so 
much indebted. M. dc Hammer mentions having twice read through 
the whole work ! 
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The Translator of “ The History of An- 
tar” being out of England, it is not in the 
Editor’s power to give to the reader much 
preliminaiy information on the contents 
or nature of the Epic Tale, which is now 
for the first time in part submitted to the 
European Public. 

Antar is no imaginary personage. He 
was the son of an Arab i^rince of the 
tribe of Abs, by a black woman, whom 
his father had made capti^e in a predatojy 
'excursion : and he raised himself by the 
heroic qualities which he displayed from 
•his earliest youth, and by his extrao/c|i- 
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pajpy genius' for poetry, from the state ot 

n 

slavery in which he was born, to the con- 
fidence of his king, and to a preeminence 
above.all the Chiefs of Ambia. He flourish- 
ed during the close of th^e sixth, and the 
early part of the seventh' century, of the 
Chrisfian ®ra; there is, consequently, little 
or ho allusion to the customs or institu- 
'tions of Islamism throughout the work ; 
though the Hero is frequently designated 
as " He by whom God organized the 
earth and the world for the appearance of 
the Lord of slaves.” 

The following Romance, as it may be 
called, was first put together, probably 
from traditionary tales current at the 
time, by Osmay, one of the eminent scho- 
lars, who adorned the courts of Haroun-al- 
Raschid, and of his two learned succes- 
sors, Al-Amyn, and Al-JS^amoun ; and ib 
still continues to be the principal source 
qfllence the story tellers of the coffee-; 
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houses in. Egypt, Syria, and Arabia, draw 
their most interesting tales : but, notwith- 
standing, its general circulation in the 
Levant, the name of Antar is hitherto 
only known to us in Europe, as that of 
the Author of one of the seven poems, sus- 
pended in the temple of Mecca, and from 
that circumstance called. The Moallahat. 

The Author of this poem, and the Hero 
of our history, are identified, as well by the 
similar names which occur ; in both ; as by 
the insertion of the poem itself in the body 
of the history, when, after much persecu- 
tion and opposition, Antar at length suc- 
ceeds in suspending the poem within the 
Holy Sanctuary which suiTounds the 
Kaaba. 

There is reason 'to believe that this is 
the . first attempt to .t^nspose into an 
European language, a real Arabian story, 
'depicting the origi|ial manners ^ of the 
Arabs of the desert, uncorrupted by the 



IV 


INTRODUCTION. 


• artificial aniji refined customs o£ the neigU- 
bdiiring cities in Syria, Egypt, andPereia. 

‘ The characteristics of the real Arabs 
or Bedowins ai'e here presented in their 
native simplicity. An eager desire for the 
property of their neighbour; an uncon- 
querable fondness for strife ancl battle ; 
a singular combination of profuse hos- 
pitality, with narrow economy— quick per- 
^^aptipn — -deep cunning — great personal 
courage, a keen sense of honour, respect 
for their women, and a warm admkation 
and ready use of the poetical beauties of 
their unrivalled language. 

The supposition of the learned oriental- 
ist Mods. Langl^s, that the Thousand and 
One Nights were originally composed in 
the Pehlevi, or the old' Persian, and from 
that language tmnslated into ^rabic) ap- 
pears still more probable, when we observe 
the rich and gorgeous descriptions of the 
wonks of art and nature which abound 
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in them, their enchanted palaces — their 
sultans aftd viziers, and all tfie attendant 
magnificence of acourt; their genii and ma- 
gicians — their want of individual charac- 
ter in the leading personages; — and when 
we contrast with those details the simple 
manners of the Kings and Chieftains'of the 
desert, pourtrayed in this Romance ; their 
rude tents ; the familiarity with which they, 
live amongst each otherj controuled only ' 
by the rules of patriarchal authority; 
the almost total absence of supernatural 
agents ; and above all, the striking dis- 
tinctions of character, which mark the 
whole progress of the story. In this work 
indeed. The Subordination of the warriors 
and others, whether of high or low rank, 
to the irresistible Antar; in undaunted 
courage ; ii) active proweas ; in intellectual 
acquirements ; ‘in public spirit; in the 
ardour of his love ; in the excellence of his 
.poetry ; and in acts of private generositv 
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and benevolence, is strictly consistent with 
tlje best rules which the Critics have de- 
rived from the Homeric writings, for the 
conduct of th^ Heroic poem. 

In an adherence to these rules indeed, 
the early European writfers of. Romantic 
Advcfntures, who followed the age of Char- 
lemagne, and to whom, perhaps, Antar was 
better known than to their successors, did 
not follow the steps of their prototype. But^ 
whether he really deserve that appellatidn, 
that is, whether from the frequent inter- 
course between the- Eastern and Western 
kingdoms of the Roman world, in the 
8th, 9th and 10th centuries, our Romance 
writers imbibed their taste for the adven- 
tures of Chivahy from this singular Tale, 
is a question, to the Solution of which yrt 
may look forward, when the,whola of it 
shall be before the public! It may be ob^; 
served, however, thajt little more was wah't- 
in|[ in order to composb the Romances bf« 
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the middle a^e, than to engraft on the 

war, love, and courtesy of the Arabs, the 

■» 

splendid and soft luxuries of the other 
countries of the. East, the witchcraft of 
Africa, the religious fervour ot' the South 
of Europe^, and the gloomy superstitions of 
the Nortlf. 

The Editor abstains from adding any 
further observations at present upon this 
subject. It had been his intention to request 
the indulgence of the reader for the orien- 
tal phraseology which frequently occurs in 
the following pages ;Jbut he prefers leaving 
the public to form their own opinion, how 
far the Ti-anslator has rightly judged, in 
presenting* a literal translation of his ori- 
ginal, by which the Arabic idioms might 
be best preserved, rather than (by giving 
to it. a striptly English dress, and thereby 
destroying its hative freshness,) to have 
been led into an indulgence of orqament, 
^hich would haVe.been equally reiqote 
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from the nice refinement of the lahguages 
of Europe, ond from the copious simplicity 
of that of the desert. 
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CHAPTER I. 

JsHMAEL, son of Abraham, was the father of 
Adnan, who had a scm called Maad; and Maad 
was the father of Nizar, whose four sons, Rebeeab, 
Medher, Ayad, and Anmar, reigned over the Arabs 
in great glory for many years, and their descendants 
continued to flourish and multiply till they amounted 
to twenty thousand horsemen, when disturbances 
arising among them, they separated and migrated 
from the valley of Mecca and the holy sanctuaiy, 
and many of them settled in a ^t called Ibreem- 
oob-mootemim* whiph was the furthermost ppint of 
Hijaz, and the first in the land of Yemen. And 
they had a lung called tRebeeah, a man much 
respect and feared, and he was of the tribe of 
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Medher, a fair-raced people ; and he had fire sons, 
the eldest was* called Nayil, the second, Taweed, 
the third, Mdhelhil, the fourth, Medher, and the 
Adee; and their father was a stout and.intre- 
pid warrior, he conquered the whole country by his 
bravery, and ruled over the ^^ilds and the deserts. 

Again the Arabs disagreed amongst themselves 
and dispersed, and every division had its chief and 
its leader. They carried away •their property and 
their camels, and among them was Harith, son of 
Obad the Yashkirite, witli the tribe of Yashkir, 
and the chief Dibyan with the tribe of Dibyan, and 
the chief Abd Sliems with his tribe, and Jazecmali 
with the tribe of Abs and Ad nan', and Bahiej 
with the tribe of Ghiftan ; and it was Jazeemab, 
King of the tribe of Abs and Adrian that attacked 
Rebecah, and having slain him, a])pointed Mohelhil 
to succeed his father. Rut on the death of Mohelhil 
all his cousins went away with their property and 
camels, afraid of the surrounding Arabs, and settled 
with the tribe of Abs and Adrian, and tlioir chief 
Jazeemab ; and among all the Arabs there was no 
government better regulated than his, for he was 
experienced in all affairs, and had ten sons who were 
all hardy lions, bold, endued with great bodily 
strength, and in war they were unrivalled; they 
courted battles andplung('d into slaughter, and their" 
reputation was spread among the Arabs, and among 
them were Amroo and Jancah, and As\ed and Zo- 
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lieir, and the rest ol‘ the ten brotliers. But Amroo 
was the eldest, and King .Tazeemall hoped that 
Amroo would reign at his death. But one day 
Amroo w.ent to tlie lake Zatool Irsad, t'arly in the. 
morning, and with liim was a slave called Nizah ; 
and Amroo had roudd his neck »a eliain of gold 
studded with jewels and diamonds ; and wdieu he 
came to ihe^ lake l>e stripped oft' his clothes^ and 
took off the string of jewx'Is from Ins neck, and then 
going dow n into the lake left them all w ith his slave. 
When he sjjrang into the water and plunged in, 
liis body disa[)|)cared, and was borne away. 

The slave perceiving that his master remained too 
long under wearer, felt assured tliat his breath was 
extinct; so he ran away to»JazeeniaIi, and told liini of 
this dreadful catastrophe. He was in thi? deepest 
grief, and he dashed his fist against his laix* for the 
loss of his sou Anir<K>. Over the whole tribe tiu* 
dismay was general, the affliction was universal, 
and the lamentations deep. Many days and nights 
they remained in this state, when at last King Jazec- 
mah, wishing to relieve his mind fronj his anguish, 
went out to tlie chase, and wliilst he was thus 
occujiied, lo! there appeared a fawn, Avhieh he 
eagerly pursued ; but as it lann<;hcd int:> the waste 
in full flight, lie coujd not catch it. Still he hoped 
lo succeed; but at last it entered a forest abounding 
in trees, and waters, and thickets, and Jai?eemah 
stHl pursued if. And whilst he was struggling 
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through the branches, behold a man quite naked 
stood before luni ! He fled away in terror, fancying 
th^at it was a djvnion ; O King ! exclaimed the man, 
he not afraid, for I am thy son Amroo !* If thou 
art uiy son, cried the King, follow me and quit this 
spot. Ja/eemah* issued from tlie forest, and tlie 
maiii coming up with him, lie ga/ed at him, and 
lo ! he w'as his son ! He was greatly rgjoiced, and 
running up to him, O my son, said he, wdiat has 
happened to thee ! who brought thee to this place ? 
and thou art naked ! So he ex:plaincd all that had 
occurred to him, and the causeHifhis being snatched 
away frohi the lake was a da*mon, who bore him to 
this place. His lather joyed in seeing him, and 
clothed him in some of his own garments, and re- 
turned witli him to his tribe and companions, and 
unbounded was the delight and satisfacrtlon at the 
return of Amroo. Acclamations >vere loud, and tlie 
time passed hajipily away, and they forgot tlie evils 
of fortune. 

All the Arabs tcxik refuge with King Jafteemah, 
and paid him taxes and tribute, and there was not 
one but obeyed him and submitted, save a single 
Queen, who was called Ilobab. And this (^)ucea 
was very powerful, and had numerous anni<L*s and 
slave®, Slie liad subdued the heroes, and humbled 
the bravest, and her tribe, was the most intrepid 
of th*^«' Arabs, and they were called the tribe of 
Reejan, And when they h.eard tliat King Jazeemdh 



was becfonic powerful and had extended Ins inflii- 
once, and that tlie Arabs gave hhn tribute in cattle 
and camels; AVe, said they, will not give any (]ne 
even a rope’s end, and whtKwer demand goods of 
ns, nothing will wt? give them but blows and battle. 

Upon hearing tnis, Jazeemrdi assembled his 
armies and warriors, and the Arabs came t(* him 
from all the valllei>*and the waters, and he marched 
away with tjfieni in quest of the tribe of Keeyan, and 
their Queen Kobab, that he inigJit send down 
destruction and torments upon them, and leave their 
pro])erty to be pillaged by the Arabs. Now when 
the tribe of llecyan saw those armies that were ad- 
vancing upon them, ihey^ set up a loud shout, and 
they thronged in haste from all (juarters, and the 
mountains trembled at the uproar. This tribe was 
i exceedingly’' numerous, and moreover, they had been 
joined by^ a gre^t multitude who eame to them and 
settled round them, to be under tlie protection of 
that tribe and their* Queen liobab; so great W7is her 
reputation, and so far iained her name. 

And when the armies arrived and were all 
established about her, they waited in anxious 
cxpectfition of the event. So the Queen summoned 
one of her tribe, a man of gre^t consequence, and 
said to him — I wifjh thou wouldst go to these ad^ 
V^nclng people, and see what they are resolved to 
do, what place they come from, and what they w'ant. 
Wie man went away; lind when he came up with Uic 
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troops, they stopped. Whither in such haste?*? they 
cried ; speak ere (hou art a lost man ! Arabs, said 
he, I am eouie as a messenger to ye ; I want to see 
your chit'f. Tell me what is your object ; w ho are 
you ? how iire you called ? We are the noble tribe 
of Abs, said they ; and we are come to de vastate 
your'tands, and plunder your property, and capture 
your wives and families. Arab'Chiefs, he replied, 
sliew me your King, lead me to him, that I speak 
with him about the object of this expedition. They 
accordingly intniduced him to the King, and he 
kissed the ground before him. Jazeennah a.skcd 
what he wanted, and wh.'it brought him there. So 
he told him that llobal) had sent him. 0 King ! 
he continued, what has l)ronght thee G)rth from thy 
country ? What is the cause of lliy (h*parture from 
home? He then informed him that he was come to 
slay the people, and to plunder rticlr property 
Miglity King ! said the other, may God for ever 
coiifirni tJiee in thy |)ossessions ! *Why wouldst thou 
act tlius towairds us ? On account yf your refractory 
conduct towards me, said Jazeeniali, and the lan- 
guage I have heard; for all the Arabs have 
submitted to my rule, and obeyed my call, and give 
me tribute and taxoj, all but you, ye cowards! and 
I have heard of your base designs. But I must 
a.ssail you without further preparation, and I shall 
commafid these armies, ilumerous as the locusts, to 
as.viu!t you, and to grind you like grain, and Jo 
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ride yQU like lions. Return then to her who sent 
thee, and tell her what I have said to thee. 

So the messenger returned with this answer ; and 
when he reached Robab, he communicated all* he 
had heard to her. Away back to him, said she, 
and tell liim to-iuoiVow morning to sally forth into 
the plain, and. to meet nie in the field of j>attle 
before these hors«nen. If he subdues me, I will 
submit to Ijini and pay him tribute ; but if I van-* 
quish him, I will grant him his life, and take his 
ransom, ami by this means we shall spare the lives of* 
the people, and be released from war and carnage, 
and then return home to our country. 

The messenger returned to King Ja/eemah, and 
informed him of the conditions Rohab hatl proposed. 
He* agreed, and consented, artd immediately he 
came down to the field, and he was like a furious 
lion ; he galloped and charged before the w arriors, 
and ruslied in to the scene of blow^s and thrusts. 
Queen Rohab dashed down on him, mounted on a 
ravin-colo tired steed, strong-sinewed. She charged 
with him over the plain till the horsemen were 
amazed. Then they began the storm and bluster, 
the sport and exertion, the give and take, the strug- 
gle and the wrestle, and every eye gazed intently 
on them, and evpy neck was strotched out* at 
them. Just then passed between them two match- 
less spear-thrusts. King Jazeemalfs was ihe first, 
so roused was he by the terrors and calamities that 



B 


threatened him. But when Robab beheld ih^e spear- 
thrust coiTiiiig,u])()n her, and that dcatli was in it, 
she bent herself* forward till her breast touched the 
hcfrse, and the well-aimed thrust passed without 
effect. She then replaced herself on her saddle, and 
daslied furiously at him, and attacked him : she 
struck him Avith horror, and drove the spear through 
his cl lest, and forced out the poj.nt sparkling at his 
back. He tottered from his horse, and his senses 
wen' /Tnnihilated. Then the Arabs assailed one 
anotlier, and the earth shook beneath them. Blows 
fell right and wrong, necks were hewn off*, and 
hoary beards were stained with blood. The strug- 
gle AN as intense ; and all the Arabs in tliose vallies 
were in iiniA ersal CAirnniotion, like so many Genii. * 
Soon fled the tribe of Abs and Adnan and all 
their allies, and sought tli(iir 4iomcs and abodes in 
fear of deatli and annihilation; neither did they 
halt in their flight and rout till they reached their 
OAvn camp; and Avhen they learnt the extent of their 
misfortune, and how many kings and cliiefs had 
been slain, the lamentations were general. Calanii- 
ties struck tliem all ; they thrcAv down their tents 
and pavilions; and thus they continued seven days 
and nights, Avheii King Amroo seated himself on the 
throne of his fathef, and the Arabs came to con- 
dole with him, and congratidateJ* him on his king- 
dom. But he lived onl^ a short time, and when 
he dieil his brother Zoheir ^succeeded him, and 
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reigned in glory and power. His authority was 
unm?rsally acknowledged, and the Arabian tribes, 
far and near, obeyed and feared liim’. His subjects 
were happy under his dominion, on account of liis 
great influence, and chiefs hastened to testily their 
allegiance As soon* as he was .established on his 
throne he resolved on taking his revenge, and for 
this purpose he as‘J4anbled his armies and auxiliaries, 
and dcmianded tlie presence of all the Arabian 
princes. 

In a short time his troops were all prepared, and 
iinniediately he set out on his expedition against 
the hostile tribe of Rceyan and their Queen Uobab. 
He stopped not till he entered their country. As 
soon as the Princess was inlbnned of this invasion, 
she called together her adherents, who came from 
all parts and from the mbuntains; but they leared 
for their families, and their wives, and their cattle 
and camelvS. They marched eagerly to the conflict, 
and delayed not a moment till they attMcked the 
tribe of Abs : they rushed forwards with ihointcn- 
tibn to destroy them. TJie t^vo tribes soon engaged. 
Fierce was the combat and loud the clamour on all 
sides. The battle raged ; dreadful were tlie blows 
of the sabre, and frequent the rush of darts and 
javelins; niirftbers were wounded; every warrityf 
» stood firm ; but the cowards fled : patient were the 
noble hearted, but the wcjik sought safety hi flight. 
Many drank the bitter poison of death. King 
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Zoheir encountered the queen of Reeyan on the 
field of battte, whilst she was encouraging her 
troops. The ‘King furiously assaulted her, and 
exclaimed, Revenge for King Jazcemali.” He 
then hurled his lance and struck her on the chest, 
and /orced out the weapon between her shoulders, 
and/igaip cried out — O lly the noble Arabs ! Their 
oijly reply was a loud screamy' and the battle still 
continued. But when the tribe of Reeyan saw the 
Princess dead, and perceived their attempts were 
frustrated, they were alarmed. Then rushed for- 
ward the tribe of Abs, and attacked them with 
renewed violence. The Rceyanians 'were routed, 
and fled towards their habitations; — the Absians 
pursued them, and spread desolation among them ; 
slew them with their swords, and dispersed them 
amongst their wilds and clcscrts, until they reached 
their country, where they took possession of their 
tents and plundered their property. Zoheir re- 
turned home and rejoiced in the execution of his 
vengeance, lie divided the wealth and lands of 
all that belonged to his enemies among his own 
people, and all the spoil was given to the rich and 
poor, t(r his slaves and his chiefs. Many of the 
hostile leaders were, put to death : all the Arabs far 
aiid near were terrified at the pxtcnl of his domi- 
nion, and the power of his arm. ^ ' 

At this period the Caaba and the holy Mecca 
wet*e visited, as at this day. • Numerous were the 
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pilgrims^at the shrine of Abraham. Sacred were the 
months of pilgrimage ; and had a m&n even killed 
his father at tliat period, his crime Avas never men- 
tionefl. Zoheir, after he *tiad accomplished these 
glorious deeds, wished to make a pilgriniage ; 
whicli lie*execiiled, attended by ‘all tlic chiefs of 
his tir o Ilis admiration was great in performing 
the cerenu iiy of walking round tlie Caaba, and in 
kissiui*' the sacred stone. On his return home, he 
was anxious to ered a ImiJdiiig similar to the sacred 
altar, whither pilgrims should resort, where fra- 
vcllers might 1)e entertained, and the hungry fed, 
and the fearful ‘be in security; in whose pieiincts 
no beasts of prey should be chased ; no blood 
should be shed ; and a transgressor of iny law shall 
be instaiitlv put to death with this svvord, he ex- 
claimed. These sentiments he expressed to his 
tril)e assembled in council. All were in dismay at 
this resolution, but no one dared to disapprove or 
make any answer. But an old Sbiekh, who had 
passed Jill his days in perusing ancient chronicles, 
and was well acquainted mth all the savings of the 
wise men, who acknow ledged the unity oi God, the 
maker of the heavens and the earth, ventured forth, 
and ejipostiilaled with Zoheir, t#il ling him the Caaba 
was the mansion of the blessed Abraliani, and wc^' 
h? to presume to imitate it, a cruel death would 
avenge the insult ; and thus he addressed Iiim : — 

“ O great King, O’Son of noble chiefs ! hold 
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‘‘ listen to my words, and renounce the habits of 
“ the ignobly born. Mount not . the horse of 
“ Outrage*, for it will not rescue thee from the 

messengers of Death :• and soon niayest thou ex- 
“pect him, shoukrst tliou erect in the desert a 
“ mansion like the sacred s'hrinc of tl\*? , C-aaba 
‘‘ shpuldst thou establish similar rites and ceremonies 
‘‘ and resemblances to Menah arid Zengein and the 
“ temple. Away, away, their land is ^dic land of a 
“ tribe superior to all mankind ; and from them shall 
“ ifppear a noted man, the prophet of God, tlie torch 
“ of darkness, whose faitli shall extend east and west 
“ with the death bearing-sword d'% noble warrior# 

Away with what thou hast said, for thy God is swift 
“ of vengeance.” 

The King was not easily dissuaded, but at last 
gave way to the argument of the Chief, and no 
longer persisted in liis resolution : be was moreover 
induced to resign his plan in compliance with all liis 
Chiefs, who seconded’ the word of the Shiekh. In 
this situation remained King Zoheir for some yeiu*s; 
when he became anxious' to marry, and to take a 
wife eminent for her beauty, and elegance of form, 
and of a noble family. He made all enquiries on 
the subject, and a.\ last heard there was an Arab, 
Vrong and mighty in arms, and p famous horseman, 
called Ainroo, son of Shedeed, and he had a daugh " 
ter wbcxse name was Temiidhur, whose equal was to 
be, found neither in the plains 'nor in the cities. Her 



13 


lather ^as a severe man, and would let no* one 
address her, saying his daughter wo\]ld not maiTy* 
When Zoheir heard this, he longed for her 
thirsty man wishes to have water. He pictured to 
himself her perfections, before he had ascertained 
her worth by eiujuirics. However, he did not send 
to demand her in marriage, but made her f&ther 
some handsome presents, and evinced the greatest 
fondness for*him, making him one of his particular 
companions, and thus gained his affections. He then 
persuaded him to come and settle in his country^ 
expressing his ‘great love for him ; and thus he 
never ate or drank J3ut in his society. 

The excess of his passion increased daily, to such 
a degree, that he resolved to assemble a party of Jiis 
follow ers called the tribe of Ghorab, and Instruct 
them to attack the family of Ainroo, and pluiidej* 
his property, but not to kill any one, or do any 
personal injury. So by this stratagem he expeeteil 
to discover Temadhur among his prisoners, and then 
liave an opportunity of speaking to her. The tribe of' 
Ghorab were accordingly ordered on this expedition, 
and instantly they set out, in number fivij huntlred. 
Without difficulty they seized the property, took 
Ainrot) prisoi\er w^ith his wife* and family, ari.d 
plundered his camcils and cattle, hut refrained from 
sl«iying any one. When the King heard what had 
happened, he mounted his*liorse in order to bcJiold 
.what he anxiously desired.- He.found them in dismay.. 
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eK{^ting assistance fropa the tribe of Abs. The 
family were l 9 ()kiiig at their flocks dispersed about, 
.but Temadliiir was standing at the door of the tent, 
blooming as the dawning sun, and her forefiead bright 
as its rays, and her clieeks were red as the piony, 
her hair disheveired, black as niglit. When Zoheir 
' saw*" this, his passion greatly increased ; he cried 
out, and instantly liis people fiished forward and 
furiowsly attackec! the tribe of Ghorab': the women 
fled, but Zoheir ordercti Rebia, son of Jead, to hide 
Temedhur under her veil, wliich w^as accordingly 
done. 

Thirty prisoneA were seciirexl belonging to the 
tribe of Ghorab ; they and their property were de- 
livered up ; and when (piiet was restored, the King 
ordered a magnificent feast to be jireparcd, that he 
iiright make merry with his tribe and followers. They 
and the father of Temadhur soon assembled together, 
and in less than an hour grief was converted into 
joy ; the wine was plentifully distributed, and the 
uproar was great. The King soon became intoxica- 
ted, and launched out into violent praise of Arnroo 
the son of Shedeed ; and he ceased not to extol and 
laud his deeds till the tears came i,nto his eyes, and 
the wine disorde?ed his senses. Tlion Am,r()o got 
on his. legs and addressed Zolrrir: — 0 mighty and 
magnanimous King, I am your slave. My to|i|jue 
fails in dcsciiption of y&ur virtues. God has given 
^ me nothing that I prize butiny daughter Temadhun 
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trom whfJtti I have kept all suitors. I request of ye, 
assembled Chiefs, that he may accept her as his 
handmaiden. 

As soon as Zoheir heard this, he rejoiced and was: 
glad ; and the Absians answered, and we too will 
beg King Zoheir to accept her, and to cause the 
daughters of noble chiefs to wait on her. As Soon 
as Zoheir heard tliese words, he leaped up, and 
taking the (Ad man by the hand, most earnestly 
entreated him to consent. He richly clothed him, 
and made him handsome presents, and then said. 
She shall be, O Chief, equal to the most elevated 
in rank, and highest in dignity. The marriage 
canopy was instantly pitched, and there was no 
further demur. The damsels advanced conducting 
the concealed treasure. Her approach was at that 
momant sweeter to him than sleep to the wearied 
eyelids, and he beheld in her the stem of a tall reed, 
and the ro.sc of the sold. They were immediately 
united ; on the second day Zohijir arose and thanked 
his fortune, irritatcul as he had been. He made 
presents, and distributed the gold anil silver, and he 
made Aniroo's people remain with him, that he 
might treat themji)r seven days, when he made the 
marriage-feast, slaughtering c^amcis and sheep. 

The King’s surprise and delight made him sC 
V'ayp.and conceited, that at last he imparted to his 
^vife the stratagem by whidi he had obtaineU her 
wifhout a dower or .scttlemeJiU When she h^ard 
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this, her soul revolted at the act. She vrai'ti shrewd 
sensible womi^i, but she said nothing to him alK)ut it 
aH the next day ; Avhen intoxicated, he wished to caress 
her, she repulsed him, and turning away Irom him, 
said-^Are you not ashamed of what you have 
done ? Do you pretend to liberality and generosity, 
and*thus seize the daughters oftbrave men by force, 
and refuse them a dower ? 

These words irritated the Chief gi^eatly, and lie 
answered, I have not been so avaricious ; I had 
recourse to «this violent act, because your father 
yielded not to my proposals, and repulsed all sui- 
tors from you, I had therefore no other means of 
dealing with him but by this outrage; and you 
know, that had your father accepted yiy proposals 
for marriage at first, then you would have seen what 
I would have given you, and the dower I ^^ould 
have presented. You have confessed the deed, she 
replied, and you have won me by force ; this is the 
work of violence ; but we are indeed more cunning 
than you. 

As soon as Zoheir heard, these words he was 
greatly enraged, and lus anger excecdetl .all bounds: 
he rose from liis bed and exclaimed, Where have 
you seen any folly in me? and where, as you say, 
urc you more s.igacious than F am ? Be not angry, 
O King, said she ; know that he who speaks .4oo 
freely will often have a bitter reply, and he wljo 
^contemptuously treats wdmett, will get into difficu,!- 
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ties. Know then that I am the sister of iliat woman 
you l)eliekl, so beautitiil and fair; yon liavc not 
snceceded with her, and have not o])talncd })oss(^s- 
sioii of her eharnis. She is more bean tii til tiuiu the 
suji and inoon. I am not wortliy to be her I.uiiul- 
muid. 1 do not possess a ]mrticle of her charms. 
On the iiiee of the;i‘arth there .is not her oifual: 
amono-st tht^ daii^liters of Arabia there is not lier 
like. By yvfiir sIiom of ]il)erality you deceived my 
fatJier ; he oave me to yon ; but my sistei*'’s name is 
Temadhnr, at the sioht of* whom every l)eho{der is 
ama/eci, and every lieart is in ra})tnivs. Ihit I am 
railed Khidaa; anti between bia* and Jiu* there is a 
vasi (listant;e, both in beauty and disposition but 
it is now too late: laid yon not done this, I would 
not have informed you of wliathas passed. 

TJie pleasing* dream tied. How can I believe you 
said the Kin^-. If, .said v^he, yon wish to prove my 
words, you have Only to order honie t)!il woman to 
e;o and look at my sister behind her veil, and then 
the truth aiul mislake will he evident. No human 
being can beliold your sister, added he, but a. mer- 
chant , or a black srnitli, or an astrologer, or a 
perlVnnerv You are right, she replied, fof the 
danghttrs of Arabia value the goods of a 
mereliunt, a blaeksjnith, an asttologer, and a pe?|- 
f|imcr. Then, said the King, there is no intelli- 
gence like the eyes, and mo ^'ight like the •lieaiing 
ctf the ears. I am myself an Arab, and I iiinst 
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undertake the business myself. I ^ill execute all 
that is necess'ary, and will go to your h:)use in the 
form of a perfiimer. 

. He slept till the day dawnecl, when lie said to his 
attendants. If any one should demand admittance 
to me to-morrow^ say You carfnot enter to day. He 
undressed himself and took off^his royal robes, and 
habit^ himself as *a poor man, ’and took vvith him 
some perfumes and drugs ; for he was greatly vexed 
at what had passed. He departed from, his tent, his 
loins girt round, and his feet naked, and when he 
was at some distance he quickened liis pace. 

But his wife Temadhur, as soon as the .King was 
gone, also rose, and threw olF her veil, and putting 
on the cloak of her husband, dressed herself as a 
man, and leaving the tent, sought the tent of her 
family. When she reached it, she sent for her 
mother, and lief father, and her brotliers, and told 
them all she had heard from the King her husband . 
When her father and brothers heard this, they were 
greatly surprised at her cunning and her disguise. 
She kissed her father, and said to him, Do you and 
my brothers withdraw instantly and conceal your- 
selves close at hand ; and when King Zoheir 
arrives and comes ^towards us, with his cloak-bag 
H^ver his shoulders; we will let him *in and detain 
him ; do you also rush in, and instantly lay hold of’ 
him, keep him fast, and* do not let him go until 
he makes good the marriage dower ; or we shalf 
r 
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be a st^ndsi aihong the Arabs. And if lie abuf^es 
voii for this, tell him it is a return for his acts 
towards us, and the disgraces his stratagem has 
broiiglit on your daughter. On this, they retired, 
armed themselves with swords, and lay coiK;ealed. 
Temadhur took olF her man's attrre, and put on tlie 
robes of a seclude/1 female, and drew her vei‘#ovei? 
her eyes, and blatkeiied her eyelids with antimony, 
and sat dowa, expecting Zoheir would arrive, conver- 
sing in tlie mean time with lier mother. 

Zoheir soon appeared from amongst the tents, 
and Ills eyes were like the eyes of .a fox. Temad- 
hur‘’s mother cried out. Enter, merchant; have you 
any perfumes that will suit my daughter? He 
entered, and throwing down his cloak-bag o(f his 
shoulders, and looking towards his wile, said, Are 
the perfumes for this damsel ? Yes, said she. He was 
iuiich confounded, but asked her name. She said, 
Temadhur, He then asked. Have you any other 
/laughter? Yes, said she, her sister, whose name is 
Khidaa; but when King Ztiheir demanded her in 
ftiarriage, we did not consent to it, and so gave him 
Iier sister. He knows nothing about it, but we 
hope to marry her to one of the noblest chiefs. • 

The light became darknesi^ in his eyes. He 
thought •within hijnself, verily I will carry oflF this 
ti.amsel, and her father and brothers shall die with 
rage. And when he wished that they would choose 
s'ome of his drugs, that lie might return, the If^her 
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and brothers rushed upon him like lions, seized 
him, and bound him hand and foot. His wife stood 
before liim, an5 threw off her veil, and rejoicing in 
her heart, O King, said she, what think you of your 
situation and your artifices ? Who of us is the most 
cunning ? 

The King was in despair, and^consideri'd himself 
as dead ; but when he saw his Svife, his life and 
spirits refived. Well, said he, what do^you intend 
by this? Your disgrace for your acts towards us, 
replied she, and your boast in having got possession 
of me by fraud and deceit ; and we swear by God 
and Abraham, we will not let you go, neither shall 
you see me yield to you,* or listen to you, or obey 
you, until you grant me a favour, and swear by the 
Holy Zemzen that you will give to my father and 
brctlircn your protection, and confirm my marriage 
witli a grant of camels and other beasts. Do this 
inmcdiately, or you shall for ever remain in durance. 

Wlien Zoheir lieard what she said, he smiled at 
what she had done, and was ashamed of his own 
deeds, I will give you, said he, five hundred camels ; 
so now let me go. It is not enough for one hour 
that •! have been your wife, said she, I will more- 
over, continued he, add five hundred high priced 
cayiels. That, said slic, will be< even litde for a 
single day. If, O Temadhur, cried Zoheir, you 
must reckon up every houl* of each night, and each 
day,, and buy them as at a market, you will take" 



21 


Irom me all my property, both my lie-camels and 
she-camcls. .Upon that she smiled, anfl let him loose, 
and tlity settled the business between them, vvs» 
that he should give them a thousand he and sli^- 
camels, twenty horses, fifty male slaves, and fifty fe- 
male. To this he s^ ore by the«God of the holy 
shrine of Zeinzem/ and Mekam. They then.went 
to dinner, and he remained with them until dark, 
when he roturried with his wife, her father and 
brothers in company until they came to his tent; 
there they separated. King Zoheir retiring to his 
’wife ; and as his love lor her greatly increased by 
reason of* her conduct, he gave her vast possessions; 
but no one knew what had haj^pened to him, and 
things remained In this state until she brought forth 
ten sons, all like lions ; of whom were Shas, Keseer, 
Cais, Nakshel, Malik, Nooful, Harith, Khidash, 
Warcah, Gandil, and afterwards one daughter, 
who was Mootejeredcjli. 

And it was a custom among the Arabs, tliat when 
a woman brought' forth, ten male child ren, she 
should be called Moonc^jeba, i. e. ennobled, and her 
namebe published amongst the Arabs; and they used 
to say that the \vife of such a one is ennobled. Now 
Mootejeredah, the daughter King Zoheir, was 
the beauty of the pge, and in wit and sense surpass 
^d all the daughters of Arai)ia. And Fatima, the 
daughter of Hewseb, was also a Moonejtba, the 
wife of Zeead, the ^n. of Abdallah, and she also 



brouglit Ibrth ten gbiis ; they .were " &iiled* Kebm? 
Amarah, A ns, Hafiz^^ 'I'alife, Glmlib, pinrak, 
Amroo, and >^itak. Thus the children ()#Zoheir, 
and Carad, and Zeead, became the chiefs of’ thfe 
tribe nf Abs, and their noble leaders, particularly 
the family of Car*ad, who dbnsisted of Shedad, 
Malok, and Zakhniet-ool Jewac^ who were till illus- 
trious warriors. King Zoheir wa& established in his 
dominions, and all the Arabs and Kingt. of the age 
obe^x'd liim, and sent him ])resents from every 
quarter. And the tribe of Abs passed their time 
in plundering and killing the chieftains, till all 
Arabia was overawed by their power, and all t!i(^ 
dwellers of the deserts feared them. 

Now the narrators of this History, Asmael, and 
Zoheinah, and Aboo Obeidah state, that ten horse- 
men of the family of Carad quitted the c()unti’y to 
seek their fortunes, and among them was Shedad 
the son of Carad, and he wa§ called the Knight of 
Jirwet, for his mare was called Jirwet, whose like 
was unknown. Kings negotiated with him for her, 
but he would not p^rt with her, and would accept 
of no offer or bribe for her ; and thus he used to 
talk of her in his verses : 

“ Seek not to purf?hase my horse, for Jirwet is not 

to be bought or borrowed. I ^m a strong castle 
“ on her back, and in lier bounds is glory and greatr 
“ ness, t, I would not part with her were strings of 

camels to come to me with thtoir shepherds follow' 
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‘ " mg th«m. Si:ie flieS with the^wind without wings, 

and te|irs up the waste and the desert. I will keep 

her foBfethe day of calamities, and she will rescue 

*^ me when the battle-dust rises.” 

' • 

The party set out from the land of Shucrebali; 
the ten were all reputed waiTiors and famed horse- 
men; they were ali clothed in iron armour and 
brilliant cuirasses ; their object was to obtain horses 
iincl camels.® They continued tlielr journey till 
they entered the country of Cahtan : they lay con- 
cealed all day, and only travelled by night. ^ At 
length they reached the mountains of Aja and 
Selma ; and there, between two hills, they discovered 
a wealthy tribe, possessed of considerable property 
and gn*at riches; they %vere -called the tribe of 
Jezcela. Numerous were their tents, and their 
dwellings, and their warlike w^eapons, &c., and the 
camp was like the boisterous sea dashing its waves, 
so numerous 'were their slaves, and attendants, and 
their Jiorses of various colours. It was a tribe under 
no apprehension from the changes of fortune. 

And when the Absians perceived their vast wealtii 
and prosperous situation, they feared to attack tliein, 
so. they accordingly quitted them and made for their 
])asture ground, where they pqrccived a thousand 
camels grazing, there being much grass in that spot,- 
qpd with them was a black woman, who was watch- 
ing them. She was uncommonly beautiful agid w^ell- 
shaped ; her appearance was elegant and striking , 



and witli licr were two children, looking aftei> tlu 
canids and running about. A.s soon as the Absians 
«aw the cainMs, ihc-y attackcfl them, and liunted 
them like liarcs with tlieir .s[)ears, then drove Ihem 
away, together witli tlie woman and diildren ; yet 
keeping in the rear, ready to«^attack whoever might 
overtake them; and they had yot gone far ere the 
people came after them^^ crying (iut, Whither would 
flight secure you, you wo’etches ? lieae arc ivc in 
pursuit of yotJ. Verily your feet liave home you to 
your ruin and destruction. TTpou this the Absians 
fixid their spears, and gave the reins to their horses, 
and met their assailants, pouncing down on them 
like lahons. They stood firm of soul, and plied 
fheLr lanecs among them : blood flowt'd, and the 
horsemen were strelehed on the earth, where they 
left them as carrion for the wHd beasts oi’tlic desert. 
The tribe of Jezivlah flod, unable to resist the foe, 
and retreated to their own country, their heroes 
being slain and their property captured. 

The Absians drove away the camels and cattle, 
and returning home, they halted by the side of a 
stream, in oider to divide the property. Jhit the 
woman who was carrieil oflF with the canuls had 
made a great impression on the Iieart of Shedad, 
•and he longed for her hi bis soul; ‘’her form ivas 
delicate, her eye insjared love, her smil^ was 
enchaiving, and licr gestvires graceful. As the poet 
has said. In blackness thcre^-is some virtue, if you 
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observe its beauty well j tliy eyes do not regard the 
white or red. Were it not for the hli^ck of the mole 
‘^ou’a fair cheek, how wotild lovers fi el t lie value 
of its hrilliancY* AVerc not musk black, it VHJuld 
^‘not he precious. Were it not for the black of 
night, the dawn would not rise. Were it not for 
“the black of the wheje would be itsbeahty? 
“ and thus It is, that the Inlack ambergris has the 
“purest fra^ance.'" lie therefore took the wH)man, 
and gavi* them the booty, that tliey might renounce 
her. So he kept her to himself. ' 

Tliis womau's name was Zeheeha, anil the ^ two 
children w ere her’s ; the eldest was called Jereer, 
and the youngest Shiboob. He remained with tlie 
woman in the Held, and the ehildri'u tended the 
flocks. Sliedad visited her morning and evening ; 
and thus matters continued till she heeaine pregnant;' 
and wluM i her|i me came, she brought lorth a lx >y , black 
and sw arthy like an elephant, flat nosed, blear eyed, 
harsh featured, shaggy haired ; the corners of his 
lips lianging down, and the inner angles of his eyes 
. bloated ; strong boned, long footed ; he w as like a 
fragment of a cloud, his ears .inmiensely long, and 
with eyes whencp flashed sparks of fire. His shape, 
limbs, .form, and make resembled Shedad ; and Site- 
dad wMs overjoyed ut seeing him, .and called Jiim 
Ajjitar, and for many days he continued to gaze on 
him with delight. But ' when Zebceba wislied to 
'Jvean him, he grumbled and growled exccedin^y 
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and the corners of his eyes became fiery red," so that 
|he appeared HKe a mass of crimson blood ; and this 
^is'bis condition till life was weaned. And he grew 
lip, and his name became known; but" those who^ 
liad accompanied Shedad in the expedition, h^^yihg 
heard of him, all wanted' td 'Claim him as theirs. 
So they all assembled^^'d basVened to him, each 
imagining he belong^^ to him, and gave him his 
name? till at last they disputed aboi5t him, and 
almost drew their swords, and would have fought, 
liad not respect for King Zoheir prevented them. 
The- circumstance soon reached the King, who 
ordered them to his prc»sence ; and it happened on 
that day that he had many guests with him at 
dinner; and whilst they were sitting down, Shedad 
and his companions came kissed the ground 
in the presence of the King. He asked them what 
liad hapjiencd, and what was the <jause of the 
<]uarrcl. They then informed him, and related ivll 
tiiat liad passed between Shedad and the woman in 
tlieir excursion ; how he had taken her to himself, 
and had given them the plunder ; how she bare him 
a son, whose shapq^ and appearance resembled a 
negro, and how they now all clain^ed the child as 
. their slave, becausfe he was very stout and jitrong. 

When Zoheir heard this adventure he was greatly 
surprised, and he said to Shedad, I wish you woi^lcf 
prodm^e the young slave Uiat is the object of con- 
tcAtion, that I may see himl Upon that, Slicdad 
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departed* an4 brought Antar before Ijim; and the 
King beheld him, and lo ! he was like a lion when | 
he roars. As soon as he saw him he gave a lonft- 
scream, and threw a piece of meat at him ; but a dog* 
that was there got before liim, and stia.tched up the 
meat like a hawk, and^ran away. . But Antar fol- 
lowed him till he cmne up hiin ; he was great- 
ly enraged, .and seized hold of him with all his 
strength. IK wrenched open his jawsi and* tore 
them in twain even to tlie shoulders, and snatched 
the meat out of his month. When. the King saw 
this, he was astonished, and the Arab chiefs that 
were itresent w(‘re amazed ; and exclaimed, what in- 
genuity, what power, strength, and ability ! O my 
iViends, said King Zoheir, toitend no more about 
such a wretch as tfiii: ! : but if it is absolutely neces 
savy that this business sliould be decided, I must 
refer you to the Cadi Bashar, son of (Axlha’ah the 
Fazarean, let him give sentence on this point, and 
settle to Avhom this slave belongs, Tell him the 
story, for he is the Cadi of the Arabs. 

When tliey heard King Zolielfs remarks, they 
instantly withdrew their hands from their swords, 
and* mounting tl 4 ?ir horses, went before the Cadi, 
to whom they explained what hid hap}>ened. In 
line, the Cadi decided that the child should be the 
property of Sheclad ; for he was their leader, and 
no one but him had any connexion with the woman. 
ym agreed lo the partition, said he, and he affixdd ^ 
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his name to Jiim; y<m; ^hereforc^P&si^^^ the 
jp^omm, cyoii took your share of \the spoil and 
ptpii^er ; besides, the cliild rcsenij||jes Sh^ad. 
'Conted%and: be at variance no more, but retmllk^ 
peaee and quietness. ^ ^tis, as soon as thfe ATab 
chiefs heard the* Cadi’s s^tence, they yieltled; and 
when they reached tfieirbbni^ifejVhey ])assi?d their tiiiie 
in friendship and cothfgftt Sopti after, Shedad made a 
separate Hbuse for Zebeeba and her clftldren, and Itc 
gaVe her wliatever she wanted, and coiisignetl over to 
her charge her. two children, and also gave her particu- 
lar injunction about her youngest son called Antar, 
Now Antar was becoming a big boy, and grew 
up, and* used to accompany his mother to the pas- 
tures, ajad he watched the cattle;; and tliishc conti- 
nued to do till he increased in stature. . He used to 
walk and run about to harden liimsclf, till at length 
his muscles were strengthened, his frame altogether 
more robust, and his bones more firm and. solid, anti 
liis speech correct. He then began to tyrannize 
over boys of the same age, and heat his brothers ; 
and w:hen he returned from the pastures he amused 
himsfelf with the set^ants and wwien, and he would 
eat nothib^ but what he liked; and whoever 
offended him he ^ould thrash with, a stick i till he 
tortured him, and iTki the tribe were his enemies. 
He used to employ, himself in tending the flocks, 
and as he conductj^ them? he wandered about the 

{■^ 'i' ■ f - C . 

dbserts and plaixis, and loved solitude and retirements,^ 



•His clays passed iii;fdammg aboujt the moun-' 
tains sides, sometimes riding upon the dogs, by which^ 
lie aegnired q^urage and intrepidity V and thi^ iirf 
tijld^fattained his tenth j^ear. 
was wandering over the dj^rts >vith tBS'flocks, &nd 
when the suh was bumi^' hot) he left his people^ 
and eJ imbed up a tj||^.44^.took shelter from the 
Jieat, whilst the floefcs j^zc^ ^d he 
when lo ! a wolf started from behind the^TOes,*and 
dispersed them. Rut Antar seeing how the animal 
had dispersed tlie herds, he descended and ran after 
him till he ^overtook him, and struck him wdth his 
^ staff between the eyes; he madethe^dil of his brains 
fly out from betwiiL'n his ears, and slew him ; he then 
cut off his h^d and his legs, and returned gi^wling 
like an angry liori. ' j^nd so tlioii woiddst devour 
Antaris flocks ? cried he, addressing himself to the 
dead wolf; but thou dost not know that he is a 
savage lion. He put the head and legs into the scrip 
ho had with him ; leaving the carcase, he returned 
lo the flocks, and thus spoke. — 

Oh thou wolf, eager for death, I haVe left thee 
•'* wallowing in dust, and spoiled oClife, thou wouldst 
have the run of my flocks, but I have left thee 
dyid with blood— thou wouldst disperse my sheep, 
and thou knowest I ^m a lion that never fears. 
Tljiifi is the way I treat thee, tho^^dog of the degert. 
tlast ever before seen Ijattle an(l(:;w^rs 
About evening Antar fcachcd hiSv dwelling; his 
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mother took the basket from him, and there she 
saW^the wolirs head and legs. Sh^'was quite con- 
founded, but said nothing. She preseii||^ them to 
Sliedad, who only /desired her not to let^ him /s^^^ 
about; Do thou and lie mind tlie cattle, and go not 
far into the wilds, lest some foe meet thee. Zebeeba 
promised' obedience to"* tKe^^ of her lord, and 

the hexi day she departed with her three children 
to fhe past iirc.s, whither they ; drove' the': fe 
graze among the plains and the hilts. But Antar 
rode about the country on the horses, and obtained 
strength and agility by the exercise ; lie drove thetis 
over the steeps, hurling his reed spear at tlic trunks 
of the trees; and his mother concegled these circum- 
stances from his father, fearing he wc^d»,^at> him 
or kill him. It was thus he became b(^^^ hardy ; 
his limbs were rol)ust, his bodily powers’ increased, 
and liis mind was improved<by courage and intre- 
pidity. And when a camel would stray away, ht 
would cry out and make it stop, and lie would 
struggle with and subdue the mightiest of the herds ^ 
and whence seized one by the tail, lie tore it off* : 
and \yhen they resisted him, he would strike them 
on the ^hek of the head, or tear open their mouths ; 
.and thus he continued his feats tijl all the. servant?* 
were afraid of him, and every one far and near 
dreaded him. 

Now King Zph’eir Kad two hundred slaves t^hat 
tended his her^s of he and she-camels, and all j,ii^ 



sons liad*the tome. Shas was the eldest of his sons^ . 
and heir to <his^ possessions, and Shas .had a flave 
whose n£^e was Daji, and he was a great bull^. 
Shas Very fond of him on Recount of his vast’ 
bodily strength; and there was not a slai^'but 
feared him and treml^led before him: An tar how- 
ever made no accouitt.laf ihiir^ and did pot care *ft>r 
him. One day the and 

orphaiisWet Jj^thei:' and driving their camels 

and their floclks to drink, and were all standing by 
the water side. Daji came up and stopped them all, 
and took possession of the water for bis master’s 
cattle. Just then an old woman belonging to 
the -tribe of Abs came up to him, and accosted 
him in a suppliant manner, saying, Be so good, 
master to let my cattle drink ; they are 

all the ptdperty I possess, and I li’Cc by their 
milk. Pity my flock and cover my nakedness ; have 
compassion on me and grant my request, and let 
I licm drink. But he paid no attention to her demand, 
•and abused her. She was greatly distressed and 
shrunk back. Then came another olcj^oman anil 
addressed him, O master Daji, I am pr poor , weak 
old woman, as you see ; time has dealt hardly with 
me, it has aimed, its arrows at me;* and its daily and 
* nightly calamities have destroyed all my men. I 
havft lost my^ children and my husband, and since 
^hen I have been in great distress ; these sheep art' 
nil 1 possess ; let them drink, for, I live on tlu 



•23 


inilk they pr9(1uce. Pity my forlorn state ; I hayy 
no one to tend them, therefore grant »iiiy request, 
rfnd bo so kind as to let thej)i drink. 

As soon as Daji hiard lliese wortls, and perceived- 
the <^wd of women and men, his pride increased, 
and his obstinacy was not be moved, but lu- 
struck the woman on the stonxach, and threw jjei 
ilown on her back, and uncovered her nakedness, 
'vliilst all the slaves langlu'd at lier, * When Antar 
perceived wlint had oecurretl, his pagan prido^layial 
throughout all iiis limbs, and lie coulil not eiulur<i 
the sight, lie ran up to the slave, and calling out 
to him., You bastard, said he, w liat mean y<Hi by 
this disgusting action!" Do you dare to violate an 
Arab w'onian P May (lod destroy your limbs, and 
all that consented to this act. 

When tlx- slav(^ Jieard what Antar said, he 
almost faint cil troin indignation ; he met him, and 
struck him a blow over the face that nearly knocked 
out his eyes. Antar waited till heliail recovi'red from. 
the blow, and his senses ix.‘turned ; he then ran at ■ 
the slave, #1(1 sciXing him by one of the logs, threw 
him oil his back. He thrust one hand under lii: 
thighs, and with the othei; he graijped Jus neck,- and 
raising him by tlfi‘ l()rce of his ann, ho da^heil hint 
against the grquiid. And liis length and breadth “ 
were all ont* in^gs. When the deed was doncv Ki"> 
fury w as unbounded, and Jie roared aloud even n' 
^lioii. And when the slaves perceived tlie fate o'- 
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D^i, tliey shrieked out to Antar, saying, You have 
slain the slave of Prince Shas tWhat ihan on eattli 
can iK)\v jiiroteet you ? TK^y- attacked him with 
staves and stones, but- he resisted them all ; he 
rusheH witli a loud yell upon them, and proved him- 
self a hardy warric^^l^d dealt amo^g them wOT his 
stick as a hero 'wi®Hs sword. 

Now among the sons of Zohcir uul 

whose name ^as and because was; ' of a 

mild ^d gentle disposition, he was beloved of men 
and women ; ‘and his father Zoheir adored him for 
Ihe sweetness of his temper, and gentleness of 
his conduct. It so happened that on tliis day he 
went out with a numerous train to hunt, and pas- 
sing tliat wajf he heard some confused cries, anci 
[)erceived a great dust. On approaching th# place, 
he ob$hrved^ a number of slaves surrounding one 
inaii^,^i^hoiii he^iscovered to be Antar ; the blood 
streamed from all parts of his body from the blows 
tliey struck him with sticks and stones ; yet he w as 
determined to die sooner than give way. When tlie 
Prince saw this, his eyes filled with' tcars^ and in pity 
lie cried out, God pros|jcr thee for a noble slave ; 
iio\Y hard are thy blows, how vast thy power. ^ and 
then, addressing the slaves, he §aid. Accursed bi^ 
your fatliers, ancl your abandoned mothers ! Do you 
not fear tl]|| punishme^ and wnih^iation of every 
one far and near ? you cEllecled in* such 

numbers, and all conspired^agaiust one poor fellow . 
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auf^thus to vent your fury on one much younger 

Avray^or Iwill destroy yoti aU, botli high < 
aj^ Ipw, with this sw5r^ He then went tdt Antar^ to 
learn the matter^and he heard him growling 

like a repeating these verses, 

^my soul y strive not iof %, thou cans’t not 
‘‘ e^pe when death seeks thee|. ^th is predestined; 
“ it v^ill come in some shape gr other. Endure then 
‘‘ witii the patience of one noMy born* Fly not from 
the fears of death, or thou wilt remain soomed 
among the Arab chiefs^” 

Th^Prince desired^Antar to explain the business, 
which he did, and told him all that had happened 
between Daji and the old woman ; how he had struck 
her, and thrown her on her back; how; he had 
uncoyieired her person, and made the people faugh at 
hot:* I then came up to prevent him ; he struck me 
in the eye and nearly killed me; but I seiz^hfmwith 
my band, and dashed him against the ground, I 
broke , his bones, and then his slaves attacked me, 
and wanted to seize me in revenge; but I thought 
proper to defend mapal^^ you not arrived I 
shoidd imve been killed. 

, Wheni.Prince Malik heard. this, his admiration 
of Antar increased^ and he was convinced he was a 
hero, and that there was not ^ such* another alive. 
Walk by my sid^^id fa^I will protect y|?u against 
every tone that exists uh^er tbje heavens, against all 
who eat bread and dniife water. Ant^^ bowed down 
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btfore Him and kissed his . feet in his stlrftip, and 
walked ^with the slaves. %ut whem they 
nigh the tents, there appear^ his brother Shas ; ii:\ 
Ins hand was a flaming sword, and '^Sn^^r him • 
a steed swifter than a cloud when it rmiis^ and. his 
bosom was charged t^h fury and Indignatioff^ and 
he was about to sl^iy Atttar. When his brother 
Malik saw him, he wai|aware if he did not keep him 
away from Afltar, he^would injtirc him. How. is it 
I see thee so disturbed ? said he. Know, said Shas, 
this accursed Antar has killed my servant, and I 
am come to cut his body in pieces with this word. 
You must not touch him, sai^ Malik ; he who dares 
to oppose him is a dead man. I have ^ven him my 
protection; I will not be separated from him ; sooner 
will I forfeit my head; 

Sbas^topk no notice; but fixed his eyes on Ant^j 
who Was talking by the side of his brother. He 
lio longer heeded his brother ; but ran at Antar, 
that he might put him to death with tortures. 
Then too. Prince Malil|.was enraged; he drew 
his sword from the, scaSml^; Hhe two brothers 
soon became so violent that their disputes ^buld 
have ended in a battle, had not King Zoheir,! who 
had bqen informed of what waa passing, instantly 
joined them. Malik was abashed in the presence 
?)f,,hi8 fadicr, and Sbas ^aljiq quitted his brother. 
O my son, said Zoh^ir, this slave to*nle and 
to your brother Malik, antf I will in lieu of him 
fidve you ten of mine. Upon that. Shas retreated^ 
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^in sliaiKie fropi tfie prince of his father. Why did 
you kill my ^n’s servant, said Zoheir to Antar, and 
thus disgrace him ? and Antar wej^t at these words : 
he related what had occurred, how the servant had 
thrown the%oraan on her back, and rendcreaPSi&r 
an object of derision among tll^ servants. The King 
asi^rcdhim he approved of hiavonduct, and turning 
towards the^ Chiefs about him, This valiant fellow, 
said*he, has defendecl 'die honour of women ; he will 
shine a noble warrior, and destroy his opponents; and 
then l(X)king at Shedatl ,* your son's conduct reflects 
credit bn you ; he added, his beliaviour will remain 
as a memorial to all ^generations ; he has loathed 
oppresion and violence, and has followed the path of 
propriety and virtue. 

Shedad on that day, when in the presence of the 
King, was much alarmed about his. slave Antar, 
because he was considered as compromising ^ 
about him. Take away your son, said Zoheir to 
him, I give him to you ; take care of him until I 
demand him of you J^i^and be not at all annoyed. 
Frjoijn %at day botl^Bng Zoheir and his son Malik 
conceived a great affection for Antar, and as Antar 
retiiriied home, the women and their daughters all 
collected round hfm to ask him whf^t had happened; 
amongst them were his aunts, *and his cousin, whose 
name was Ibla. 

Now' Ibla was yoiiq|^r than Antar, and a meijry 
lass; she was lovely ai the full moon, and perfectly 





Mtar, and was very familiar witJi him, as' he wasfe, 
her servant. As soon as she came up fo him on tbat 
day, O you base-bom, she cried, why didst thoii kill 
the slave of Prince Shas ? who can now protect thee . 
frpqlhim? Indeed, my mistress, he replied, I did no 
more than he deserved, for he had insulted a poor 
woman ; he threw hct down, and made the servants 
laugh at her. Thc#[i hast acted most properly, S£ud 
Ibla, syfulingjjpand we are rejoiced that thou art^safe, 
for thou kriowest our mothers consider thee as their 
son, and we look on thee as a brother, on account 
of thy services. On this the women and 
left him. 

Now it was always Antar‘‘s business to wait upon 
all the women of the family of Carail, after he had 
finished his duty towards Scmeeah, his father She- 
dadf's wife, whose attendant he was. It was a custom 
among the Arab women at that period, to drink 
^stocl’s milk both morning and evening ; it was the 
sTirvant’s office to milk it, and cool it in the wind. 
Now Antar always performed this office for Se* 
meeah, Shedad’s wife fii^t,^«i^d then for l^s aunts, 
the wives of his uncles Zakmetix)! Jewad arid Malik, 
and for Ibla, the daughter of the latter. Hereon- 
tinued to execute this service foi; a long time ; but 
one day he entered the house of his uncle Malik, 
find found his aunt combing his cousin Ibla^s hair, 
which flowed down her baek, dark as the shades of 
flight. Antar was quite liQtprised,. but Ibla rjjiii 
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atwiy ds $6dh as Antar had entered and seen her, as 
her Sable locfes waved to the ground behind her. 
'J'hisincreased*Antar*s astonishment ; he was greatly 
^agitated, and could pay no attention to any thing; 
he wds anxious and thoughtful, and when by him- 
self burst forth iflto the follow^g strains, 

That fair maid lets down h^ ringlets, and she is 
‘‘ completely^ hid in her hair, wWch appears like the 
dadc shades of night.. It is as ii^ she were the 
brilliant day, and as if the night had enveloped her 
** in obscurity. It is as if the full moon was shining 
'‘ in its^ splendour, and all the stars were concealed 
“ by its lustre. Her charms be\s^tch all around her, 
“ and all are anxious to offer their services ; they 
" live in her beauties aiyl loveliness, and they are 
"imbued with sweetness from her perfections, and 
" ^receive new spirit from her graces. Revile me not 
" for my love of her, for I am distracted for her, 
" and live but as the victim of my love. I wilh 
" conceal my affection in my soul till I can see 
" that I am sufficiently fortunate one day to serve 
"her.’^ r 

Antar*s anguish daily became more oppressive. 
It now happened to be the time of the pilgrimage to 
the holy shrine, and the worship of their idols; and 
the women and children being left behind in the 
camp, the warriors and chiefs came out for the fe§sf 
at a ispot called ZatooI Irsad, whence they departed 
fof the sacred place. AcQOi^ngly they all met, ancl 



the children sung and danced. Ibla was amongst 
them, richly dressed, playing and sirfging amongst 
her companions. She was decorated mth necklaces 
and jewels, and her countenance was brilliant an^, 
bloomings — more dazzling than the rays of the sun. 
yi'^hen Antar saw heji in all her beauty and loveli- 
ness, he was overwiflelmed with surprise, his tgars 
flowed, and he thus/addressed her in verse : 

The lovely virgin has struck my heart with the 
arrow ol* a glance, for which there it no cure. 
Sometimes she wishes for a feast in the sand-hills, 
‘‘ like a fawn whose e 3 "es are full of magic. My 
disease preys on me, it is in my entrails. I con- 
ceal it ; but its very concealment discloses it. She 
‘‘moves; I* should say it was the branch of the 
• “ Tamarisk tliat waves its branches to the southern 
“ breeze. She approaches r I should say it was the 
“ frightened fawn, when a calamity alarms it in the 
“ waste. She walks away — I should say her face 
“ was truly the sun when its lustre dazzles the be- 
“ holders. She gazes — I should say it was the full 
“ moon of the night wheil Orion girds it with its 
“ stars. She smiles, andthe pearls of her teeth sparkle, 
“ in which there is the cure for the sickness of lovers. 
“ She prostrates herself in reverence towards her 
“ God thte greatest of men bow down to her 
. beauties. O Ibla ! when 1 most despair, love for 
“thee and all its weaknesses are my only hope. 
* Should fortune or *my ftther assist me, I wiii 
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‘‘ requite myself for its vicissitudes by my fearless 

spirit.” 

When IblA heard from Antar this description pf 
Jier charms, she was in astonishment ; yet she still 
continued to amuse herself and converse with her 
companions. Before the feast^ was over he was vio-^ 
lently in love with her, and hia^ affection completely 
overpowered him. On the riel^t day he came as 
usual with the milk ; but his Jieart and soul were so 
pre-occupied and troubled, that he offered it to 
Ibla before Semeeah, his father’s wife ; for his feet 
went where his heart was interested. Ibla took the 
cup from liim and fascinated him by her charms* 
Semeeah was very angry, and determined to com- 
plain of him to his father ; but Antar continued in 
this state for days and nights, his love and anguish * 
ever increasing. 

A sliort time after, a slave called Zajir, who be-* 
longed to llebia, the son of Zeead, came to Shedad ; 
O master, said lie, your slave Antar does not&lng 
but injure your property : he ranges abopt the 
country, and all day long he keeps the cattle away 
from the water and the pastures, riding and driving 
them about, and reducing their flesh by incessant 
exercise, and injuring the trees" by ’spearing them; 
•and when I order him not to do so, ‘he abuses me 
and beats me, and^ were 1 to go near him he wpuld'« 
kill This mlide Shc(lad very angry. Ypp t0 
me the truth, my boy^ he fceplied, for frpm^ilte^^ 
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time I kave directed him to tend my herds, tliey do 
not get fat, but have ulcers in their feA ; and this is a 
proof that he rides them and drives them al^out the 
rocky places, and thus they lose their flesh. 

As soon as Semeeaht heard this, she sought to 
punish Antar, and t<ild Shedad what had occurred ; 
and complained thitt Antar had offered the mijk to 
Ibla before her. Tftis added to the anger which She- 
dad already ifelt in his heart, but he waited patiently 
till Antar returned from the pasture ; he then seized 
fast bold of him, tied him up, and beat him with a 
stick till he t<x)k the skin off*. His motlier saw all 
this, but did not dare to speak to her master, not 
knowing the cause of this cruel treatment, but slu' 
afterwards enquired of other women, who told her 
that Zajir had complained of him, and that Semeeah 
also had complained of his having served the milk 
to Ibla before her. Zcbcebah treasured up all this 
in her mind till the morning, >vhen she went to 
Antar, and told him the whole matter, how Zajir 
had complained of him, and that Semeeah had stated 
that she had been served with milk after Ibla. 6 
my son, said she, henceforward take care not to 
offend her, but execute the office properly; and 
moreover, do not cast thine eye^ on Ibla, for she 
will be thy ruin. , IJJo sooner had Antar heard this 
than he struggled witli the cords that bound him, 
and bursting them, started forward like a lionf and 
m wrath exclaimed iif verse : 
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“ This day will I slay Zajir^ the accursed infa- 
‘‘ mous slaved I will leave him in the middle of the 
waste, a prey for the devouring beasts. When he 
is gone, my heart will be at rest, and my soul will 
‘^be appeased. Who toJ4 him to trouble himself 
about this business, and to ^^ndanger me ? If I do 
‘^npt haste to the desert to sidy him, my heart will 
never be at rest, nor my eyes ever sleep/' 

Then went he forth in search of Zajir ; he found 
him in the pastures. Thou base-born, he cried, 
thou son of an uncircumcised mother, thou instigated 
my master to beat me. He said no more, but 
seizing him by the small part of his belly, raised 
him up, and dashing him on the aground, smashed 
his bones to pieces. Wlien he beheld him dead, he 
recovered himself, and began to be alarmed ; so he 
went to the house of his friend Malik, the Prince 
whip^^^yed him when he slew the slave of his 
brother Shas, and informed him of what had passed. 
The prince was astonished, but quieted his fears, 
promising to get him out of the scrape. He left 
‘him sitting in the tentj and went to the habitation 
of Rebia. On his arrival he only found the women 
of the family ; he enquired for Rebia ; they answered 
— He is gone by invitation to* your father''sb 
' Immediately;|he repaired to his^ father s house, and 
the matter ;\ilm||iat^as he vdshcd; for on his enters 
ing^ha obsj^i^ii^i^Sil^hkfs of the Absian tribe, all 
seated, l^Sieed fuul Rebia standhdic 
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with their slaves and attendants close to King 
Zoheir. He entered, and made his s£Dutation; and 
as no one was seated, but all standing, Rebia said 
to him, sit down in your place, for we are all stanci.. 
tng up because you continue so. Do you wish I 
should sit down ? said Malik ; and do you love me ? 
Yes, said Rebia, by the lives of all that are prei^nt. 
Then, replied MaSfk, I will not sit down till you 
fiave given me your slave Zajir. What makes you 
so anxious, said Rebia, to have him ? Because, said 
(Vfalik, I have observed him to be a good hard-work- 
ng slave, and very laborious in doing his duty. Sit 
Jown then, said Rebia, I will give him to you, and 
f you wish, two more with him. Let all these as- 
sembled Chiefs be witnesses to what you say, said 
Malik. Yes, said Rebia, let the God who raised 
:he vaulted heavens, and levelled the expanded 
?arth, witness my grant to you, and t||ife !||will 
lever tell you of the favour rendered. Be witness 
to it, O J^e that are present, said Malik. Know 
then, O Rebia, that Antar has killed your slaye, and 
lias sought my protection; do not therefore seek his 
ife. 

When Rebia heard this, his affection was cooled, 
and he was very indignant ; he ^id his head, and 
Pelt ashamed b^ore his assembled asi^ociates ; great 
w^ his wrath ; and from that modi^ he cherished 
in his heart a violent hatred i King 

Zoheir then asked his son what hlilSiSiced Antar 



to kill the slave, and what was his intemion» and ob- 
ject ? Malik 'related all that had passed. The King 
smfled, and sheathing the he^lrt of Rebia, gave him 
strong healthy slaves, and he was pficified. 
When the slaves lieard what Antar had done, 
there was not one but feared him ; and as soon as 
the^assembly had eaten and orank, they departed, 
and in the evening Malik returhed home rejoicing 
in the good tidings that he brought. %He filled the 
Iieart of Antar with gljidness, and placed victuals 
before him ; they slept the whole night together, 
and Antar repeated the following lines in praise of 
the Prince. 

O thou, on whose lofty spirit, my hope, to the 
exclusion of all the universe, depends ! My anxie- 
ties have weighed on thee, and my troubles have 
l^een a burthen to thy noble mind ! Thou hast; 
g&nte^ me favours — thou art my only refuge. O 
thou who hast rescued me from my death, and my 
perdition, all my life will I thank thee, till my 
bones disappear in the earth.” 



CHAPTER II. 


Thus matters procce’ded witli Antar and Prince 
Malik; but the anger of Shedad was only aug- 
mented ; at J^st he complained to his brothers 
Malik, and Zakmet-ool Jcwad, saying, O sons oTmy 
fatlier, and mother, my soul is greatly vexed, and 
my anxiety is redoubled, and I know not Avhat to 
do, or what will be the consecjuenee of the fictions 
this black slave. I tear that tomorrow he will 
destroy some one of rank and power, and some dis- 
turbance arise throughout the whole tribe, and our 
blood will be demanded and our persons pay the 
forfeit. O my brother, said his brother Zakmet-ool 
dewad, thou hast hit the mark, and if thou dost 
not take measures to put this slave to death, 
he will certainly endanger our lives. IIow(;ver 
wise a man may be, he is no mateli for liim ; but 
after what has happened, we can never let him take 
our camels and cattle to the pasture; w'e must, 
waylay him and* kill him, and thus let us re- 
lieve cfursclvcs » from this misery. Let us wait 
t^l he g-oes to the’ meadows, and there let us 
desli-oy him in some sccrcf spot ; and whep we 
h%ve effected our we will return. Slur- 

dtfid approved his" brotlier's advice, and resoh ed to 



ea;;fecute it. Jn the morning Prince Malik* came to 
the tent of.Shedad, and interceded f6r Antar; 
Shedad acquiesced, and let him tend the cattle in 
the meadows ; and forgot him for a time. 

Butonemoming Antarwent as usual with thecattle 
to. the pastures, *and they followed his steps, seeking 
tolcill and destroy him. On that day Antar was 
riding about in the wide plains and deserts, and 
finding himself alone, he recited some verses in 
praise of Ibla ; lie wandered far from the habitations, 
and thought* of his misfortunes; fast flowed his 
tears, for the night before he had dreamt of Ibla, 
and that he had kissed her within her veil. He then 
addressed her in these verses : 

Ibla’s spirit appeared to me in my sleep, and 
thrice I kissed her within her veil. It bade me 
adieu, but it deposited in me a flame that I feel 
burning through my bones. W ere I not left in soli- 
“ tude alone, and could I not quench the fire of my 
“ passion with tears, my heart would melt. But I 
do not complain, though all my fears are on thy 
^^account, O thou perfect full moon ! O daughter 
of Malik, how can I be consoled, since my^love 
for thee originated from the tipe I was weaii^d ? 

how can I 'ever hope to approach thee, whilst 
the lions of the forest guard thy tent ! By the truth 
of my love for thee, my heart can never be qwrM 
but by patience. 0 *thou noble maid ! till I exalt 
myself to the heights of gl6rj»wltli the thrusts of 
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my sperf, and the blows of my sword, I will ex-* 
pose myself to every jieril wherever ,the spears 
clash in the battle dust— then I shall be eithej* 
■^tossed upon the spear heads, or be numbered 
among the noble.” 

He went galloping iif different directions till he 
:ame to a plain called the plain of lions, and liere wert? 
many ferocious animals and wild beasts. Here he let 
the cattle graze, and Antar only came to this valley, 
because he knew there was in it abundance of 
grass of the height of a man. Now not a servant of* 
the whole tribe of Abs would ever enter or approach 
this valley, because it was very extensive, and filled 
with lions and tigers. As soon as Antar found him- 
self in it, he said to himself, perhaps I shall now find a 
lion, and I will slay him. Thus, whilst the cattle w^re 
feeding, and lie from a mound was looking round on 
all sides, behold, a lion appeared in the middle of the 
valley ; he st&lked about, and roared aloud : wide 
were his nostrils, and fire flashed from his eyes ; the 
whole valley trembled at every gnash of his fangs— he 
was a calamity, and his claws more terrific than the 
deadliest catastrophe — thunder pealed as he roared 
— v£&t was his strength, and his force dreadful — 
broad were his paws, and his head* immense. As 
soon as he appeared in. the valley, the cattle scented 
hlift |ind fled away in terror, and the camels were 
dispersed to the right and thd left. No sooner (lid 
*An&.r perceive this;j^traordmary movement, than* 
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descended into the valley that he nuglf t observe 
iwhat was the matter, brandishing his <iji^ord. He 
r there saw the lion, terrible in his strength, and 
lashing, his sides with liis tall. An tar cried out to 
him, and the uioun tains re-echoed to the cry. 
Welcome, tholi father of tions — tliou dog of the 
[}lains thou foulest of the wild beasts of the deserts. 
Now then, thou wilt exert thy ^ower and thy might, 
and thou wilt pride thyself in thy roar ; for no doubt, 
thou art the monarch and rftler of the brute creation, 
and all obey thy commands— but, return to filth and 
contempt, thou ineetest now no ordinary man. I deal 
deatli to the bravest, and render children orphans. 
Dost thou think, foul-mouthed beast, now about 
to die, that thou canst frighten me with thy roar 
or hlarrn me witli thy bellow? I will not condescend 
to slay thee with an arrow or a sword, but I will 
make thee drink of the cup of death from my single 
arm ; and as he rushed towards him, Jie addressed 
liim in verse. 

I am the far-famed lion, the warrior whose eXf 
pl^ts every one fears on the day of wars. I save, I 
protect the pro})erty of my father Shedad, and I 
punish the foe with the edge of my sword. hen 
^^^iny hand wields the scimitar on the day of battle^ 
every heart of the horsenieii throbs with fear.« 
Now will I meet thee in the waste, and makq,thee 
clVink a cup of the Vicissitudes of fortune. I heed 
not deatli when I meet^hinHftiid I compreliend* 



what every tongue can express. Non then ] 

^ will throvs^uny sword out of my hand — w^vay vheii 
tliee— and I. will destroy thee, thou dog bl’ 
the desert, with iny hands alone.” 

Just at that inonient Shedad and his brother ^ 
came up to kill Anta^ They saw* lihu addre?^ 
the lion, apd heard what he repeated: he spnn?j»; 
forward, and fell oif him like a hail storm, ami 
hissed at him like a black serpent — lie nut the 
lion as lie sprang, and ontroared I'.is bellow; tlieri, 
giving a tlrcadful shriek, he seized hold of his 
mouth with his hand, and wrenclu.d it open t<; hi > 
dioulders, and he shouted aloufl — the valky a.ml 
the country round echoed back the war • ? 

stuck to him until he was dead, arid then dragged 
him by the legs without the valley; and having ciil 
down some wood, he took out his Zanad (wood tir 
make a light with), struck a light, and made a hve. 
He waited until it blazed ; he then ripped up the lion, 
t(X)k out the entrails, and cut off his four legs, and 
threw them into the fire ; and wlu n lie perceived they 
were roasted, he tcx>k them out and ate thereof till fu* 
linished it; he then ran to a fountain and drank till 
he t|||^ satisfied; and having washed his mouth and 
hands, he went to *a shady tree, where Ixc j)ut the 
lion's hOail under his own^is a pillow, and wrapping 
Lip*his head in a jwt of his sleeve, he feU asleep.. 
His lather and uncles were observing liim and Ips 
f iictiiftus, and as they .saw all he did, they were ijiiiu 
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terrified and scared. Verily this slave, said Zakmel- 
ool Jewad,’ has not his equal ; no one in his senses 
would engage him. Malik also trembled. What 
shall wc do with this wretch ? said he. Great indeed 
lias been the deed he has done ; none of us can harm 
him ; he would S(X)n destr^ us and tear out our 
entrails, or do as he has done with the lion. Let us 
return home, said Shedad, oul honour still remains 
safe, we must find some other meai» to kill him and 
accomplish our wishes. 

Thus Shedad and his brothers returned home, 
all in astonishmenl at Antar, and the wonders he 
had performed. In the evening, when Antar came 
with the flocks and the camels, Shedad smiled upon 
him and gave him a cordial wcjkome, and made him 
sit down with him at dinner, whilst the other slaves 
stood up. And whilst they were all talking, there 
came a messenger from King Zoheir to Shedad. 
King Zoheir demands your presence, O Chief, he 
cried ; he has sent me to require you to take with 
you your warlike weapons, and your brothers, for 
he is engaged in a business of importance, and 
wishes to attack the tribe of Temeem, and has re- 
solved on invading their country and destroying 
their territory. ^Shedad on hearing this immediately 
complied, and having assembled his brothers and all 
their dependants he turned towards Antar. 
infi£>rrow, said he, tl^e warriors and horsemen arc 
goiug to march, and no, troops will remain in oui . 



lial)italicins, therefore I consign over to you oiu 
houses and our women ; but take care Avlien you 
go to tlie pasttires not to w^ander far in the moun-- 
tains. Ik* perfectly easy, my master, replied An tar, 
about whatever you leave in my charge; should 
the smallest tiling be ijiissing, let nit', for the remain- 
der of my life, be kept in chains and bondage ! 
Shedad thanked h/m, and promised when he; re- 
turned from the cxjiedition, to give him a fine hor.se 
to ride. In the morning tlu? warriors mounted and 
prepared for the engagement, and slung on their 
swords and their javelins ; they tleparted from their 
habiti^ions, and among the first shonci King Zoheir, 
like a noble lion. 

Tlu‘ horsemen Ixnng now absent, the children, 
and women, and slaves, malo^nd female, wejH.‘ left 
behind. Seineeah, tlie wife of Shedad, gave a mag- 
nificent entertainment at llui lake of Zalool Irsad. 
Sheep wTre slauglitercd, and wine flowed, and the 
girls carried their iiistrunicnts. Antar stcKid amongst 
the attendants, and was in transjiorts on seeing Ibla 
appear with the other women. She was indeed like 
an amorous fawn ; she w’^as decorated with variegated 
necklaces ; and when Antai* was attending her, he 
was overwhelmed in the ocean of Jfiis love, and be- 
came the slave of her sable tresses. They sat down 
t<^ eat, and the wine cups went merrily round. It 
was the spring of the ycar,.*when J]he whole land 
s)i#ne in all its glory; tlie vines hung luxuriantly in^ 



the arbours; the flowers shed around ambifosial fra- - 
grance ; evc;*y hillock sparkled in the beauty of its 
colours; the birds in responsive melody sang sweetly 
from each busli,- and harmony issued from their 
throats ; every ear was enchanted ; the ground was 
covered with flowers and her^s; whilst the nightin- 
g^es filled the air witb their softest notes. Then 
the damsels beat the cymbal, add recited the follow- 
ing verses : ** 

The shades have spread their canopy, and the 
flowers spread their pillows ; the streams roll along 
their shores of flowers, some white, some red, some 
*‘ yellow, some sweet-scented. See the waters gliding 
^"through the gardens, and the trees and their 
fruits resemble bracelets and cha])lets: the birds 
““ sin^ melodiously ^\yon them in every variety of 
note, the nightingale and the dove pour tlieir 
‘‘ plaintive strain, and make every lover weep ; thfc 
gentle zephyrs whisper along, and the branches 
move in softest measure. The boughs dance in 
the groves, among the trees, in the graceful move- 
ment ; the dew drops fall, and the flowers and the 
“trees are studded with its pearls. The season is 
“delightful; let it pass in enjoyment, and misfor- 
tunes begone 1 the opportunity is delicious, let us 
“ grasp in haste its sweets.. Be* merry, and wild , 
“ with joy, and let not a day pass without aniusc- 
“ ment.” 

Then another set topk the musical instrumeilts. 



md beating tlic cymbals with tlicir |iands, tliiis 
sanff : 

The gardens sparkle with all they Iwast of*. 
“ lovely damsels; every sportive virgin is possessed 
■^of languishing glances, and enchanting move- 
^^ments ; their lx)autyt^is perfection, 'they are loveli- 
ness itself ; their elegant shapes glance like the 
well-proportioned spears ; their tresses float down 
their hacks, rtke branches of the grape-vine; thev 
‘^are slayers and piercers, with their arrows and* 
‘‘ their darts ; archers and strikers, the enchantresses 
‘‘ of men.” 

They pow formed a dance and took oft' tlieir robes : 
the damsels danced whilst the servants sang, and 
carried round the goblets of wine. Roses were 
spread over their cheeks, and their bosoms heaved. 
And Tbla joined her associates in the dance, and ex- 
Hibiled lur charms, and laughed. Fire shot from 
their eyes, and the cups of wine were united to the 
honey of tlieir mouths. Hie imagination of Aiitai* 
was inflamed and overpowered in the sea of anxiety, 
he hesitated whether he should violate the modesty 
of love by the fingers of passion, when lo ! on a 
sudden there appeared a cloud of dust ; and a vast 
clamour arose, and in a moment tbgre came forth a 
troop of horses' and , their riders, about seventy 
in number, armed with cuirasses and coats of mail, 
and Aadite helmets, ciying out, 0 by Cahtan ! and 
3ru?hed towards the wonoten. At the instant ioy was. 



51 


converted into grief, and smiles into tears :* in a mo- 
ment they seized the women and the virgins, made 
' them prisoners, and ‘ placed them on their horses 
behind them. 

But when Antar saw this disaster, and perceived 
that a horseman had carriedVjff Ibla, and observed 
h6r weep, and her cheeks turn from red to a deadly 
pale, {lie world seemed contracted about him, and 
as*}ie reflected that he had no arms with which to 
•fight, he was greatly alanned, but trusted to his feet. 
He overtook the horseman in a moment who had 
seized Ibla, for he happened to be in the rear ; he 
sprung upon him like a wild beast in its utmost 
fury, and clung to him, and overpowering him, 
threw him iij)on,his head And broke his neck. Silent 
was the warrior’s heart, for Antar had annihilated 
liim, and he tot)k possession of his armour and his 
steed, lie mounted, and pursued the horsemen* 
rushing down upon them like a torrent, and assail- 
ing them with the most abusive and contemptuous 
language. Hear, ye dastards ! I am Antar the son . 
of Shedad — abandon your prisoners and the children, 
or I will attack and destroy you. llcturn to your 
tribe of Cahtan in disgrace and despair, or by 
the father of mankind, by him who made man 
to speak with lips and tongue, I will make your 
heads trunkless. He soon came up with those In 
the* rear, and slew twdnty of them; and when the 
•remaining horsemen perceived what had happen*^. 
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fil'ty more Veturned at a full gallop, pouncing down 
like eagles; they saw their companions strctclicd 
upon the sand, and immediately attacked him, but 
he met them, fierce as a devouring lion. 

Here am I in the boisterous battle, and my 
‘‘power is well knoww; my sword tod my deeds 
“ testify to those that see me, that I pierce my an^ 
“ tagonist, watchful ds he may be. My shield, and 
“ then my spcai', and my sword of Indian temper, 
“ were with me in my cradle, my two bosom 
“ friends ; and the earth where I stand reddens like 
“ crimson leather, and blood flows thereon, its colour 
“ a deep scarlet. Give me pure wine to drink, or 
“ let it )^e mixed ; give it me bid, that I may ima- 
“ gine it was made before the world. She comes 
“ and offers me to drink in mantles of Judas flower. 
“ Give me to drink, and let me hear the song that 
“^delights me. The sweetest of sounds to me is the 
“ rattle of the Indian blades, and the clash of lan*- 
“ ces in the battle, bn the day of spear-thrusts, ^hen 
the parties shout, and warriors are adjudged to 
death : but the dearest of all my projects, the 
‘‘ darling object of all my desires of fortune, is, that 
“ I piay beliold Ibla at my disposal in happiness 
“ and security.” 

He rushed fo^wards to meet them, and harder 
tlian flint was his heart, and in his attack was their 
fate and destiny ; he assailod the boldest of Jus 
opponents, and his assault was the assault of the most 
obstinate warrior. As sooi),as he distinguished the 



chief of the party, he approached him, he plunged 
at him — he grappled with him — his shout struck 
him with horror. He pierced his bosom with his 
spear, and forced it out through his ba(‘k. AVhen 
his companions saw the effect produced, every heart 
quaked with fear, and fiflt c^mvinced that death and 
destruction were at hand; and they said one to 
another, it is a mere slave that has brought this 
confusion upon us, a wretch, mean' and worthless ; 
w'hat will be our condition then if the warriors come 
to his assistance? Let us flv, othw'wise our ruin 
and annihilation arc certain. So they joined the 
others, and fled away in disorder, abandoning the 
women, and retreating in disgrace and despair. 
Antar, as soon as they were dispersed, collected the 
scattered hoi*ses, and a vast quantity of arms, &c. 
He returned home, and the women and families 
being all safe, thus he exclaimed. 

These are my exploits when I stalk against the 
fotf, and they almse me for my black complexion, 
which is my glory, I drive away the troops and 
the noble warriors, and my colt as he rushes on 
plunges into the battle. As to those who envy 
me like fools, every one knows that virtue is ever 
the object of jealousy. I am the offspring of my 
day, the sw ord is my father, in it is my giory, the 
one may be denied, the otficr is a fact. Nev/?r 
I cease to hew down the trpops in bodies^ till 
V every opponent is annihilated.” t 

He returned home, takins- with him twentv-fivo 
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horses ahd all the women and children. Now thv 
hatred of Scnieeah was converted into love and 
tenderness, and he became dearer to her than sleep 
They all came liome, but Semeeah enjoined all the 
women not to disclose this event to any one, lest 
their husbands should blame them.* Antar also 
kejjt it all a profound secret. In a short time Kuig 
Zoheir returned frOm his victory over the tribe ot 
Temeen, ahd brought*with him an immense booty ; 
and both those that wAit and those that staid were 
greatly rejoiced. 

The next day in the morning, Shedad went out 
on horseback and sought his herds and flocks; he 
perceived amongst his horses scjime strange *ones, 
and also saw Antar riding upon a black mare. 
Whence, cried he, came these animals ? and whence 
got you this mare, that excites my*wonder.? Now 
tlic mare Antar was riding belonged to the chief of 
the Cahtjuiians, and the other horses wxre those the 
horsemen rode whom he had slain; tlie spoil and all 
he had collected were concealed at his mother’s. O 
master, he replied, as I was tending the flocks 
yesterday, there came some Cahtanians, and with 
them an immense quantity of cattle ; they were much 
fatigued and moreover frightened at the Arab 
horsemen. I ^followed them, and finding these 
horses separated from the rest, I t(X)k them and 
brought them back. Thoib wicked slave, said» She. 
i4ad, these are no liorses strayed from their owner^j 
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thou hast carried them off from beneath theft riders; 
... * 

it is on this account thou wanderest alone in these 
wilds and rocks, and every Arab thou canst meet 
thou killest him, and thou carcst not whether he is 
of the tribe of Cahtan or Adnan. Never wilt thou 
leave off this* cdtiduct till thou hast excited feuds 
among the Arabs, and slain heroes and horscmcgi ? 

Now in that age the Arabs w^re of two classes ; . 
from Yemen to India they were called the tribe of 
Cahtan ; and in Mecca and Hijaz they were called 
the tiibe of Adnan. Shedad laid hold of Antar, and 
bound him with a rope. Here, said Shedad, thou 
shalt remain tied up. Never again will I let thee 
take my cattle to the pasture ; and he })eat him with 
the whip he had in his hand ; and as he continued 
to lash and thrash him, no good will come of thee, 
said he ; evil and abominations are rooted in thee ; 
thou wilt breed dissensions among the Arab tribes, 
and thou wilt make us a common tale among nations. 
His father still beat him and abused him, and he 
bore it all. 

At last Semceah came out, and seeing what was 
going on, she wept bitterly. She sprang forwards 
and threw herself on his breast, exclaiming, sooner 
shalt thou beat mp than him ; he does not deserve 
such ill treatment, O Shedad. But Shedad became 
very angry with her, and shoving her away, threw*- 
her down on her back, e She rose up and cast her- 
s^f into Antar’s arms, uncovering her head, an& 
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letting her hair flow down her shoulders. This 
excited Shedad’s surprise. What has happened to 
this wretch, he exclaimed, that you feel so much 
afiection and tenderness, after having expressed so 
much anger and indignation Loose his bands, said 
Semeeah, and I will relate the wholb story to you. 
Tell me, said he, and 1 will release him. Then she 
told Shedad all that' Aiitar had done ; how he alone 
had attacked se^venty liorsemen, and had driven th^m 
back in confusion and despair, and had secured in 
safety all their familit's and children. "J'hen Semeeali 
repeated these verses : 

O Shedad, hadst thou seen me, my face im- 
“ covered, and niy person carried off behind the 
warriors, and the women of !Prince Cais in dismay, 
‘‘ no resource at hand, and their veils trailing on the 
surface of the earth. Ibla too ! they mounted her 
“ behind a warrior, whilst her tears streamed down 
“ her cheeks. The slaves whom I encouraged, fled ; 
“ every one fled, all trembling in affright. Oui 
families •surrounded us weeping in anguish and in 
misery. Our camels were driven away, and every 
heart was distracted. Then Ahtar plunged into 
“ the midst of them ; into the black rolling dust ; 
‘‘ the atmosphere was involved in>darkness, and the 
birds sunk motionless ; their horsemen fled through 
“‘‘fear: this one was slain, that made captive; he 
“ protected us. After he had comforted us all, he 
pursued them, and 'the honour of them all wjis 



destroyed. O it is right I should resplect him ; 
protect him; my honour he protected, and he 
preserved’ the honour of us all.” 

Semeeah’s account of Antar's actions astonished 
Shedad, and he rejoiced and was glad. It is, sur- 
prising, said ho to himself, fee kept all this secret, 
a^id his submission to be bound by me !# ’tis most 
wonderful ! Antar stcxid unconcerned, and listened 
to ^Scmeeali’s acknowledgments; he^bore no resent- 
ment, and praised her in these verses : 

Oh ! is it Irom Seniet^h that these tears flow in 
“ anguish, and from a heart in flames ? Shall her 
form shadow me ? can blows harm me, and sliall 
“ tears burst in torrents from her eyelids? When 
“ her tresses bang dishevelled ; she is like the rising 
full moon, veiled in the darkness of night. The 
property is thy property, the slave thy slave: 
and life, and every sense shall be exerted to save 
‘‘thee. Oh ! when the tiwpers start forth, barsh- 
“ countenanced, and the black dust rolls over them; 
“ then make use of mo. If I do not disperse them 
“ in the clash of contending spears, m iy I never be 
“permitted to drink! may the rain-drop never 
“ moisten me ! The sword is in my hand, whose 
blows fetch blo^d ; but the swords of others have 
“ no power in their edge. Men are of two kinds ; 

one whose heart is of brittle glass — the other whose 
* “ heart is of rock."” 

When Antar had finished his verses, Shedad cairte 



up to hliiij and released him, and begged Ins pardon 
for he was convinced that such wit expressed in 
verse and prose, cfculd not proc-ecd but Irom an ex- 
idted warrior. A t that moment came a servant from 
King Zolieir, who saluted Shedad. The King, O 
Chief, said he, sends l)is sahitation«>in to you, and 
requests you will attend a feast he has prepared. 
Shedad took An tar .vitli him and went to the feast, 
and the slave followed him till he reached Zoheir’s 
tents, which ho found resounding with cymbals, and 
other musical instruments, and the victims were 
slaughtered ; and there were assembled the race of 
Abs and Adnan, and all the valiant heroes attached 
, *to them. Shedad seated himself amidst the noblest 
chieftains, but Antar sat down among the slaves ; 
and when they had eaten meat, and drank wine, 
they conversed, and related all the circumstances of 
the late affair. Antar heard all they said, and She- 
dad praise jd his son Antai', informing the king of all 
he had done, and all he had composed in prose and 
verse, and related the whole story. All this, cried 
the King, greatly rejoiced at the courage and elo- 
c^uence of Antar, I anticipated at the time he slew 
the slave of my son Shas ; I knew he would be the 
refuge of every petitioner. Who can execute such 
deeds oi* perfon'/i such acts ! doubtless he will rise 
superior to all his contemjx)raries. And he called 
out To him, and ordered him into his presence.* 
A^itar kissed his bands^ and presented him tlie 
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and his heart was overpowered with joy and delight 
O Antar, exclaimed his friend Malik, the King’s 
son — at your commands, said Antar, thou moon of 
this assembly. T wish, said Malik, thou wouldst 
recite to us some of thy verses. Willingly, my 
lord, said Airiar ; and he tjjus continued : 

» Glory is bound to the back of the steeds ; victory 
on the day of hmrors, lives- in the sword ; never 
rises the battle dust on the day^f fight, but my 
pliant spear assists me. How many sand-clouds 
“ have I penetrated, fearless of calamities, when the 
faces of black and white swoon in terror ! How 
“ many horsemen fly from the encounter of arms 
when the war-dust rises ; they fly and are repul- 
sed : then rush I into the clanging war : my heart 
and my chest arc hewn out of the solid rock, 0 
thou lion-king, have thine eyes beheld the exploits 
of the horsemen of the desert, when tlie foe 
attacked us to spoil us of our cattle then I cut 
“ down their chief on the desert : I raised him 
‘^up on my nobly-serving sword ; he was dashed 
from his saddle, and his cheeks crushed on the 
earth. I am thine, O thou King of all the earth, and 
thy fame shall be spread over ever^ land. Ye 
=®^ire the Princes, pf Jezeemah, and whoever presumes 
to resist ye, shall (]^uickly be destroyed and be 
^ dismissed from this world. Come on then— it ,is 
' the lion who neVer drew his sword, but that every 
^ hero dreaded its encounter. The lions fear, and 



in thek dens tremble at him ; man also dreads 
him, and the daemons of the waste. 'He shrinks 
‘‘ not from the warriors, numerous as they are. I 
plunge into the war-4ust, and the warriors charge 
against the combatants with swords that pierce 
through the throats. I swerve not from my pur- 
pose when I am resolved on it, till I accomplish 
every wish of my heart. I am indeed your slave, 
named Antar ; to him the horrors of battle 
^‘welcome; he never faulters. Mayest thou, 0 
“ King, live for ever ! His like is not among the 
kings of the earth or the desert May God ever 
preserve for me my father Shedad, for he is a sup- 
port for me — nothing existing could recompense 
me for his loss, for he is my lord and chief. His 
glory is from the race of Abs, the scat of all 
honour and liberality.” 

When Antar had finished his verses, King Zo- 
heir and all present expressed the greatest pleasure. 
The King called him to him, and ^ving him a robe, 
thanked him. In the evening he returned with his 
father Shedad, and his heart bounded with exulta- 
tion at the honours with which he had been favoured. 
And his passion for Ibla increased. 

One day Antar rode out on one of the horses, in 
company with his brothers ; they drove the herds till 
^hey came to the pastures, and there Antar remained 
to f«*otect and tend them. Noyr Shiboob was an njjtive 
»igacious fellow, and had a persuasive tongue, but 



.he was the devil in the form of a man. la running 
he wbuld outstrip a deer, and when he ran after a 
horse, he soon left it behind among the rodcs. 

Antar had great confidence in him at all times, 
and feared him more than any human being. Mtow 
it happened thtft the sons of . Zoheir were asseiHKd 
tc^ther at the invitation of .thejr uncle Asy^cMitl 
son of Zezimah, for In those da;jfs, people thatlMH 
ea^h other frequently met, and shunned those tbejp 
disliked. The Princes were riding out, and made 
choice of an eminence, where they halted and pitched 
their tents, and conversed till dinner was ready. 
They ate, drank, and laughed and sung, and joked 
away the time, whilst some of the damsels sang the 
following strain : 

Mix thy water in the cup of thy wine, and ^ve 
ine to drink, for truly I have mixed my tears 
‘®with my blood. Let me drink of wine in the 
flower gardens to drive away sorrow, and quicken 
my joys. Every charm is combined in her 
that lives like the soul that f^pws through my Hmbs; 
and whilst she bears the cup in her hand, she ap- 
‘‘ pears kindling the 'flame of my love. In the 
noon-tid^ sun she daifces, an4 her face is spotted 
“ like the full moon of night with thb star of the 
“ Gemini.” ‘ 

They were seated and drinking : they were all 
much amused and pleased, andrifae old wme had its 
^ay. Just then, Malik turned round his headai^ 
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saw Anftir and his brothers feeding the flocks and 
camels on a rising ground. Behold my friend Antar, 
honoured amongst tlic inhabitants of deserts and 
cities, said he to his brotlier, and he called to orift 
of his slaves. Go to Antar, said he, and invite him 
t(^^ur party, that we may hear his discourse, and 
cmr enjoyment be complete* “ How caii you look 
:itpoii this savage? exclaimed Shas, and think of 
such an iingiacious wretch, and thus raise him 
amono-st the clueftains of the tribe? On account of 

• O 

his verses, his consequence and power are extolled, 
and you bestow on him the bigb(‘st dignity. But 
indeed, I feel inclined tx> rush at him, and tear his 
life out of his body, were I not afraid of the re- 
proaches and reprimands of my tribe ; and more- 
over, 1 should be sorry to interrupt the amusement- 
of my brotliei’s and companions. Indeed, my brother, 
your repeated admiration of him augments my aver- 
sion to him.” 

Thus were they talking together, when on a sud- 
den, a dust like a cloud arose among them, and 
there appeared three hundred valiant horsemen, like 
lions of the forest ; and under them were steeds 
swifter than death. They were of the tribe of 
Cahtari, on a marauding party, to plunder the tribe 
of Adnan. And when they found these persons 
seated and drinking among the hills, they said one 
to another, Let us attack ^his party, that we may 
(dfeipturc them in an instant, and convey them away 
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to our country, for It is a wealthy tribe: Then 
bending their heads over their saddle-bows, they 
g^pppcd among them, shouting and haUookig — 
O fey Calitan ! 

•When the sons of Zoheir saw this, they 
prised ; they hastened to mount their horses arb^o 
gird on their swords. The foe poured down ifroui 
the summit of the hill ; they ail at once shouted 
aloud — they rushed forward and pltteged tlirougli 
the dust, assailing the horsemen of Yemen, like the 
ocean when it bursts and retreats. And when 
Antar heard their yells and screams*, he feared lest 
the enemy would destroy them with their spears; 
and greatly was he alarmed for Malik and his 
brothers. He called out towards his own brothers, 
^nd.w^nt towards the party, among whom was a 
hQTd^an whose name Avas Zatik, son of Maboob. 
Antar pounced down upon him, and piercing him, 
left him weltering in his gore. He then assailed his 
companions, and gave a shout like thunder wh^ it 
roars. And there was not one that could sec or 
hear ; fear and trembling seized them ; they belield 
only Antar the Hon ! 7"^^ey fled, and the wliole 

troop was dispersed and routed, till they all disap- 
peared over the e:}itended plains. 

Antar returned to the princes, ahd shouted out 
to the horsemen that still remained assailing them*; 
and aiB soon as they locked oiimntar, an universal 
^nor shook their frames, anti their colour instantly 
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fhiiTiged;' for tlicy had seen him scatter Jieroes like 
seeds of rue, and trample carcases under his feet, 
kaving numbers dashed to the earth; and none, 
could oppose but those accustomed to plunge into 
tlie^ biattle dust. And as he engaged them he 
roai*^ out these verscf?. ' 

of glory are not attained but\at 
point of the .^pear, and patience in the day of 
“ battle through the heaviest difficulties, and the 
challenge of every lion -hero, and long-bearded 
warrior. Ask my liorse of me, when flashes of 
^^firc fly from bis hoofs* I have a spcav-Hirust 
‘Uhat deals the most excruciating pain,‘ and raises 
^^mc above all competitors; and my Indian blade 
cuts through the nocturnal (Calamities whenever I 
draw it. I am the son of the black faced Zobee* 
bah that tends the camels. I am a slave, but my 
“ fury o’crwbelins the lordly chiefs in the battle. 
‘‘ A3 to death, should I meet him, I will not shrink 
*^fr6m him when he apj)ears to me — it is a draught 
• I must inevitably take when the day of my disso- 
“ lutlon arrives.’’ 

Then, diving through the dust, he overthrew 
the •horsemen singly, and in pjiirs, and infused the 
most violent commotions into the liearts of the com- 
. batants. Tims, having driven away by his assaults 
li^fipry of war, from the sons of Zoheir, they felt 
relieved from their diitres§es.®Injthe mean time a ‘slave 
hail informed the King, who instantly mounted and 





||;epartcd wiUi his liorseinpn and troops; but the 
news did not reach him till Antar had completed 
the business, and had put his enemies to flight to 
“the right and left ; and many were the brave that 
remained on the field. The princes returned to their 
tents, Antar preceding thenT like a lion, repeating 
theVic verses : ' " 

“ I will not cease to exalt m’jrself by my deeds, 
tHl I reach Orion in my ambitious projects. Here 
I care not fiir those who abuse me, fearful of death 
“ and separation from life. But I will reduce my 
foes* and my railers by force, and I will be patient 
‘‘under sufferings and in praise. I uill strive to 
“ attain what I desire, till death snatch me away. 

I will arm my mind against Avorlclly^ lusts, that I 
“may be considered noble-minded and faithful. 
“ Whoever would check me, let him look to himself, 
“ where’er he may be concealed. My complexion 
“ is no injury to me, nor the name of Zebeebah, 
“ when I exercise my courage amongst the foe. I 
“ will wwk wonders and marvels ; and I will pro- 
“ tcct myself from the tongues of the wicked.” 

When Zoheir heard Antar’s verses, he thanked 
him for his noble conduct, and joyed in the safety 
of his sons and lifts people, expressing the vyarmest 
attachment and affection for Antar. He then de- 
manded of the prisoners, of what country they wore*; 
they T-epIied that they bfelot^ged'to the furthest lands 
of Yemen. 



King Vjohcir soon after gave an entertainment in 
his tents^ rejoicing in the escape of his sons. He 
sent for Antar and set him down by his side, and, 
gave him to drink of his most delicious wines, and 
placed him liigh amongst all his comrades, investing 
him with a superb rob^', worked in gold, and girding 
him on a trusty sword, and mounting him on one 
of his finest Arab horses. He took pleasure in 
seeing him, ar.tl called him the Champion of jhe 
Absians. From this day forward, said lie to She- 
dad, I will not permit him to attend your flocks ; 
now that he lias thus distinguished liiruself by such 
glorious deeds ; let him now run the career of vic- 
tory with the warriors of his country. lie was tlivis 
separated Irom the servants, and attacked the 
tribes and made predatory excursions against them. 
And his brother Shiboob jKnnted out to him the 
hordes, and places of resort, and the fountains; and 
he never went on any expedition bat be succeeded, 
and returned full of joy and content ; so that his 
fatlier Shedad became enriched, and all the noblest 
chieftains delighted in him. 

He had now' many friends, and many jealous 
cnenVics; amongst the latter were prince Shas, and 
liebia. And when they saw wlyit great tilings 
Antar liad don6, thv‘ir indignation against him 
increased, and they resolved on his destruction. In 
every society, the people, assembled round their 
wiifc, repeated Antar'svifrses, mentioned his actions., 
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md talked of his love for Ibla, and his clrsconrscs. 
This continued some time, till at length it reached 
ihe ears of Ibla’s father and lAother, and when the} 
‘heard Aniar s amorous poetry repeated, they rldi- 
culcil it, and would not receive him on friendly* 
terms ; but sheh^d their avovsion to him, in every 
wJiy, and made him perform every luenial office ; 
for Antar, in their eyes, was oVJy considered as a 
slave. But when the talk about Ibla' gained giound, 
her mother ordered Ibla into the ]>resencc of her 
father, and sent also for Antar. So, you love my 
daughter Ibla, said she, and make verses upon hcr,^ 
and cannot conceal your feelings. Ibla was stand- 
ing by her mother, and when slic heard her speak 
to Antar, she smiled. This increased Antar’s con- 
fusion, and he was much disordered, as it called 
forth all his love. 

O mistress, said he, did you ever sec any one w ho 
hated his mistrevss, particulai'ly when his life and 
death ^vere in her hands ! verily, I do love her, and 
my only w^isli in this workl is to be near her ; her 
form is ever before me, her name is ever in my 
heart and soul : and I exalt in my vei’ses, all that 
God has giaiitod her of beauty and loveliness. 

When Ibla dieard Antar speak in her jwaise, 
lier surprise increased, and Aiitar made great 
progress in her heart. If, said her mollier to 
Aittar, you are in <fanicst in what you say, let 
us hear some of yoVir Verses in praise of her 
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^:liarms. Upm this, Anlar bung down his liei^ 
and thus spoke : 

I love thee witli tlie love of a noble born hero ; 
^^andlani content with thy iniaginaty pliantom^ 
“ Thou art niy sovereign in my very Vilood; ami my 
mistress ; and in the/? is all my cfAifidenro. O Ibla, 
“my description cannot poiirtray thee, for <Jicu 
“ comprehendest cry perfection. Were 1 to say 
“ thy face is like llie full moon of lieaA en, wjiere 
“ in that full nioon, is the eye of the antelope ? W ere 
“ I to say thy shape is like tlie branch of the Erak 
“ tree ; 0 thou shamest it iu the grace of thy fonn. 
“ In thy foreliead is my guide to truth ; and in the 
“ night of thy tresses I wander astray. Thy teetli 
“resemble stringed jewels ; but how can I liken 
“ them to lifeless pearls ? Thy bosom is created as 
“ ail enchantment. O may God protect it ever In 
“ that perfection! To be connected with tliec, is to 
“ be connected with every joy, Imt separated from 
“ all my world is the bond of thy connexion . Under 
“ thy veil is the rosebud of my life, and thine, eyes 
** are guarded with a multitude of arrows ; round 
“ thy tent is a lion warrior, the sAvord’s edgt?, and 
“ tl)e spear’s pant. 0 thy face is like the full moon 
“of heaven, allied to light, but % from my hopes.” 

W'hen Antaf ceased, Ibla and her mother were 
astonished, and their dislike towards him diminished ; 
and Ibla regarded him with aJFcction. And Jbla’s 
nSothcr said to Antar-^I had no idea that you coi|ld 



tiJk after this style, and speak with so mnch'-elcgancf* 
and propriety : by the faltli of a noble Arab, you 
^rc endowed with high and noble qualities. I intend 
to night tb speak to my husband, that he may 
marry you to Khemisa, Ibla’s servant; who is 
the prettiest of all the girls,of the place. Never, 
said Antar, will I be united to a woman who is 
a slave, and not free born ; aivl never but with 
hen my soul adores. May God, sahl Ibla, accom- 
plisli thy wishes ; and may lie gi ant thee the 
woman thou lovest, and may thou live in peace and 
happiness ! Amen, Amen, Amen, replied Antar. 

These verses were soon published amongst the 
whole tribe, and men and women sang and repeated 
them. It happened about this time that Rebia 
gave an entertainment, to which be Invited Slias, 
and Malik, Ibla’s father and his son Amrootocomc 
and eat, and drink Avine, and when they liccarne 
merry, the girls began to sing these verses. Do 
you not see how that slave is talked of.? exclaimed 
Shas, how his name is renowned, and his character 
and fame are celebrated ? 

Thus they AAont on talking till Amroo became 
exceedingly angry. Death, O Chief, said hp to 
Rebia, would be^more tolerable to us -than such 
proceedings. I have frequently spdken to my father 
to cast off this slave ; but he says, the fellpw is a 
slave,* and the son of a slave, he is of no consequence ; 
:ind were we to drive him out of our tents, Ki;ig 
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Zolieir take him, and encourage hitn againsf i 
us, anil then his avidity 'would only increase, and 
we should injure ourselves; for how cau we presume 
to oppose King Zoheir?* And then again, he enrages, 
us by his verses. T have longed to kill liiin IVoiu 
the moment I heard t|iat he mentioned my sister in 
his rhymes, let happen what may. 

We have not incited you, said liehia, to do any 
thing of this kind; who is this slave, that you should 
stain your sword with his blood? Let us consult 
on other means of killing him. I will tomorrow con- 
ceal twenty of the stoutest of my slaves, and will 
order them to kill him in the rocky ])reci])ices. My 
slave Razam is tlic brother of Zajir, and he has 
long wished to kill him ; but 1 would not let him do 
it, for fear of the reproaches of King Zolicir; hut 
now that his son Shas is with us, and takes a part 
in the affair, we sliall be secure from blame. Then 
said Shas, I will assist you in word or deed, were 
even my fatlicr and brother and cousins to oppose 
me ; and I will persevere in this enterprize, even if 
f were obliged to take a personal part In it ; and I 
too will t'ngagc twenty of my slaves in it, to kill him 
by,. the cruellest death, and make an example of 
him. They did* not break up ^thc entertainment 
till Slfas, Ilebia, and Amroo had all three bound 
jtliemselvcs by oath; and they arranged the forty 
slaves, all strong as lions, » twenty from Sha^, and 
fiw^enty from llebia. 
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Now Shedad had a daughter, and her liame wan 
Merwch, but not by Scnicab ; and she was married 
to a man called Jahjali, one of the tribe of Ghiftan, 
and he was^ a celebrated warrior. It liajjpcried that 
Jahjah had married liis sister to one Magid, son of 
Leith, also one of the Ghljiati tribe ; and when 
th(i bridal (estival was pre|)aring amongst the 
Ghiftaiiians, Merwch came to iIid tribe of Abs and 
Adnail, with a party of women, to intlte the females 
belonging to her father, and her uncles Malik and 
Zakmet-ool J ewad, and their relations amongst the 
tribe of Carad, to the feast. They accordingly ob- 
tained their liusbands’ permission to make the 
visit, and their husbands went with them. In front 
of the liowdahs they sounded the cymbals, and the 
servants brandished their swords ; and Antar was 
among them, in attendance on Ibla and Semeali, and 
the wives of his uncles. And when he assisted her to 
alight and mount the liowdah, he used to grat^ 
himself in talking to her, and was mad in gazing on 
her charms; and he was in hopes tlie journey would 
be long. Ibla's mother laughed at him, when she 
saw liiin assiduously attending on her daughter. 
Verily, said slie, you love my daughter so nfuch as 
to compose verses, on her, and in description of lier 
beauties. Yes, said Antar, by the God that has de- 
corated the heavens, and raised them on high, and 
has ailorned them with Mslars, were I able, I would 
m^e my eye her resting^plbce. They journey^ 



1)11, and*Antar walked before the howdah of Ibk, 
repealing these verses. 

March tlie way of security. () tliou, all niy 
hope, proceed, for he wlio encompasses tliee is i\ix 
intrepid warrior, that smites with liis sword when 
the battle clashes. O Ibla, one*look from the veil 
of thy eyelids is sufficient. Should I nevr;i‘ at- 
tain niy obje'X in this world, tlie . extended 
“ plains and fnountains must press upon me.’’ ^ 

Thus tliey proceeded on their journey’ ; singing^ 
and playing, till the day was spent and darkness 
came on, when they dismounted in a spacious plain 
near a p<jol oi’ water. They ate and drank, and re- 
mained in that spot till it was day; and just as Antar • 
was ordering the slaves to raise the howdahs on the 
camels backs, lo ! a- great dust arost^ spreading ra 
pidly over the valleys and the mountains. In an 
instant there came forth a hundred sla\ es on liorsc- 
■jback, and Arabs; at the’u* liead Avas a horseman 
like an eagle, crying out. 

This day ivill I be revenged ; verily I am the 
“ conqueror, and I will settle the business with my 
sword and my spear, on a slave of a tribe whom 
“.tlie Absians regal’d not, but who listens not to 
“ one that chides him. Hov; many men have I 
trampled dA^vn i;i the dust. I aili a valiant one. 
like whom there is no hero.” 

As Avas before stated, , 8 has and Bcbia had sworn 
^to destroy Antar, atid having placed their spic.^and 



scouts for that purpose, they stationed the forty 
slaves, putting Basam at their head, just at the time 
that Merweh,* tlie daughter of Slicdad, happened to 
tome by, atid was returning home. Thb slave, with 
his comrades <>/' the tribe of Ham, Ibllowed the party 
until they came to the valley of Ghifal, where they 
resolved to lie in ambush for Antar: when lo ! the 
so*iiiid of horses’ hoofs alarmed jfhem, and heroes 
ri=s]ied upon them, crying out — Stop^Avliere ye are, 
or.j 'Ml* sculls shall fly. Tell us who ye are, and of 
what tribe of Arabs, before we pour do^vn destruc- 
tion upon ye.” On hearing this, Basam prepared 
his people .for the attack; O Arabs, he replied, we 
are of the tribe of Abs, inhabitants of this country; 
but who arc you, and why aye ye halting in this 
place? Slaves of a coward race, cried the chief, we 
arc in search of you, for amongst you is that ac- 
cursed slave Antar, the^'son of Shedad. 

Now tlu?se were Arabs and horsgmen of tlie tribe 
of Moostalik, and their chief was called Vethab ; 
he hajipciicd 16 be out of the way when Antar 
slew his brotlier, some time before ; but when he 
returned, they informed him of it. He went 
fortli to be revenged, exclaiming, Verily, a slave .of 
the tribe of Abs slain my brotlier, but I will 
destroy none but their King, and not return but 
with Antarls head. He thus met Basam, and all . 
this occurred. And often, some explanation ; know, 
O lyble Sir, said Basant, our masters have sent ust^ 
fn search of vou, that we mav toerether hasten to kill 
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tills slave, ami waylay him : here he has halted this 
night. I£ ye wish, we will slay him, •said Vethab, 
and we will give yon his head ; but if you please, 
doyou*kilI hiim, and give us his head. But swear 
you will not betray us. 

Upon that, they premised and swore, and took 
engagements from one another. But Basam tiirfied 
towards his comv«fles. Let us hide ourselves* here, 
said he ; hut if ye 'peredive that they commit any 
injury lo the property and families, we must then 
assail tliem too, till some people come to our aid, 
and thus wc obtain our end in the death of Antar. 
HowTver, we must in the attack remain in the rear, 
so that the women may not distinguish us, and know 
that wc are amongst the enemy. Do what you 
please, said the slaves,* and when tlie shades of night 
were dissolving, the party under Vethab poured 
down upon Antar like a cloud of waves, shouting 
out, To arms ! to arms ! 

Then began the women to scream and weep. 
Antar cast his eyes towards Ibla, and she was bathed 
in tears : he looked at her mother, and her grief 
was great. Antar smiled, and presented himself 
befbre Ihla’s nipther. O mistress, said he, what 
think ^you of these our encmiA ? verily they are 
eager for their prey. O Antar, said she, my force 
an4 spirits are exhausted 3 in a moment we shall be 
the prisoners of our enemies, and they will scatter 
us over this desert. O my mistress, said AntAr,, 
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vour enemies at a single onset. I will r^uce them 
to annihilation ; and I will ^ve you their Bbrses and 
their armour as a dower. This is no time for 
•merriment, said she. • No, cried Antar,.TBy the God 
of day, and the animator of^souls : he that is God 
the merciful, and the Lord of victory, if you pro- 
mise to marry her to me, I will make over, to you 
these horses, and slay their masters. Defend her, 
said she, and she is yoitrs. At 3ie instant, he 
turned round to Shiboob— -Protect my rear, he cried, 
this day. Be of good cheer, thou black-born, ex- 
claimed Shil3oob, for I will bear two-thirds of thy 
troubles. An tar rushed forward and assaulted them; 
roaring and shouting aloud, and again he attacked 
them, and roared out. He encountered the first 
ranks, and met them will all-potent thrusts; he 
struck them in their chests, jind in their eyes. He 
.slew the first, second, third, fourth, and fifth ; and 
behold, a horseman came down upon ATitar from 
behind. As he was blustering over the plain, and 
just as he was about to transfix Antar witli his spear, 
lo ! an arrow pierced his heart, and threw him from 
his horse. The terrible Shiboob dealt the deadly 
blow. When the party saw the state of the battle, 
they retreated from before him ; but he marking 
how the enemy were disj)ersed, came up to the 
women, and said to Ibla, Check thy tears, tliou llglu 
of my eyes, the man livc% not that has harmed thee ! 
and thus he spoke in verse : 



“the nofilc'lion of the den will protect thee. O 
«Ibl:i, fettf not, indulge no alarms, for my whole 
frame is labouring under the burden of its love ; , 
and I am a lion to whom the warriors in the day 
of contention bow in submission, and whom the 
cowards dread. O Ib\a, if persecution and absence 
“ must kill me, O that the bonds of meeting \vcre 
loosened for evei:> Verily, I will defend thee this 
“ day, O thou my only hope, for I liavc a sword 
whose blade cleaves the sculls. O Ibla, arise — 
“ behold my actions, and my deeds under the battle 
dust, when every man is cut to pieces. Behold 
‘‘ my exploits when they attack and come on, and 
the supports of their tribe are destroyed. The 
foe wishes to take thee captive, O thou my only 
hope. O Ibla, palsied is the band that >vould take 
thee prisoner. I tvill steep my sword in their 
blood,, and I wdll glut the birds, and the wolves, 
and the Ghuols, w ith their carcases. Here let all 
the world know that every foe of mine shall be 
overthrown under the dust of the battle.” 

When Ibla hcai’d Antar address her, she smiled 
witli teeth more brilliant, and whiter than pearls, 
for she felt assured of liis victory and conquest. 
Again he returned towards the fee, like a lion, and 
attacked them on the.field of battle, scattering tliem 
to tjie right and to the left Shiboob assisted him 
in the rear with his arrows, *nnd the dust rose^ and 
filfed the plain on .all sides. The women weye 
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praying for Antar, and Invoking the God of heaven. 
,He was eagerly assailing the foe, like m lion, and 
slew thirty of their hoi^emen. His horse being 
coinpleteI|r exhausted, he dismounted and vaiilt€|d 
on anotlier eluirger; and whilst all thisf was passing 
the slaves of the tribe of Al^s looked on and gazed 
in wild dismay and astonishment; but the chief 
Vethab, when he perceived his companions and 
those tliat were overthrown, cried dht to the surviv- 
ors, I alone am his match ^ and he rode away to the 
field of battle, clothed in brilliant armour, a splendid 
sword on his loins, and a spear in. his hand, and he 
thus exclaimed : 

The viscissitudes of fortune, from tlie height of 
their mutibility are launched against me, andevery 
companion lias abandoned me. The death of my 
tribe is at hand, from the arm of a slave who dis- 
regai’ds his fate. It is no womler wlie^i fortune 
“ raises up a poor wretch, that she should leave him 
“ in his infirmities a prey to the lions. 0 thou 
‘^vile slave, that hast outstepped thy sphere, a, 
w arrior, one whom no words can describe, is come 
‘‘ against thee. Away then with thy blind follies, 
thou son of Zebeebah ; for how many heroes have 
I destroyed aU tlie moment of their attack.’’ 

He had scarcely finished his verses wlien Antar 
Liiiswered him : 

^ Thou wouldst aljuse me, vile wretch, for tliat 
I am the colour of that* night, whose dang(^xs I 
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dai't\ IT I am a slave, I have slain lliy diicfs, 
and I liiive ovivrwlielined tlicni Avilir the viclssi-^ 
^Miuks of fortune. I am the assaulting lion: in 
l]]e field ol‘ hatlle T rush iinpeluously when the 
•^coward turns away iii llighl. 'flie firm-roolod 
mount ai ns are up-roojed at my x^'hejneuce, am^ 
let eveay one who dares to ri sisi me, he cert th) 
“ofdt alh. Jlow m^iiy lieroes are‘ punislu‘d as soon 
as the lustre or any horses front shin s in ilu* plain 
"•^ot W'ar ! their hamls insfantly rermcjuisli tlieir 
arms, and 1 1 u^y tumble on die surface of die earth, 
‘■^struggling wiih their Tin ihs. flow many warriors 

have I lell stri*tehe<l dead, gored with tlie spear 
^‘thrusts! Tl‘ thou art desirous to light nu*, come on 
‘^dioldly to ihe iiero who will make tliee taste thi' 
food of death even 1‘roin the tip of his lingers.'” 
lie inslandy assaiU^d him, and struck liim on tlu 
hroasl, and driving out Ills spear hcMwci n his shouk 
devs, he rushed among Jiis ctimrades like unto a 
vallgnt lion, and gored their sides imd tlieir Ixisoms . 
•mul when they pereeived that iiis assault was like a 
vivid llame of lire, du y fled r vt r the jilains and .the 
r<x*ks. In da n;ea:i limej the slaves of Slias and 
liebifT se(‘mg whal: Aniar had 'lone* to the frUK' of 
Afoostalik, aial iiow lu; was eoiYing dov^^n e.pon 
.them v/uh a loud shout, and also Shihooh, ([uick as 
tlft‘ jjash of liglnning. in his ro;!r ; diey turned their 
harks and fled. Aiitai retnnii'ij, the blood streaming 
*o»m his spear, "j'he women joined him, thankujg 
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and praising him : and Ibla also came up to hiiii 
|ind smiled upon him. God ])rotcct thee, said she, 
thou black in face, but fair in deeds — thou ornament 
of men. Ho expressed his gratitude, and Iiaving 
replaced heron the ho\vdah,and ordered the slavis 
' to collect the scattered horses and dispersed cattle, 
and the spoils of the slain, he travelled on Avitli the 
women till they reached the trij^e of Ghiftan, and 
informed Slicdad of all that had occurred with the 

4 . 

enemy. Shedad gave him thanks, and ki>sed him 
between the eyes ; he t(X)k him by the hand, and 
his anger was soothed. And when they were at the 
feast, Shedad wished to place him among the 
chiefs ; but Anlar would not consent ; and he went 
away and joined the slaves; and all the chiefs were 
astonished at his modesty. I'hey stood in awe of 
him, and raised Ins dignity; however, all tlic elders 
and the youth came up to him, and made him sit 
^ down with them to drink wine, and treated him with 
all manner of kindness, and in retnni, he recited 
various pieces of poetry, and they were greatly de- 
lighted ; and for seven days they continued this ci- 
vility and honour, and not a day passed but the 
families made their acknowledgements to Ariiar. 

And the feast, being concluded, the tribe of Al)S 
sought tlieir homes and their pwn' habitations, and 
travelled till they reached the land of Sheerehal* and 
Mount Saadi. Whendo ! loud cries and increasing 
&houts, and shriU screams and clouds of dust, fl'om 
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oil directions assailed tliem. What misfortune, 
cried Shedad, what diasters have befallen us ? They 
iiastened away on tlieir Arab steeds, ana found their 
wives prisoners, and tlieir daugliters dishonoured. 
I.oud and confused were their shrieks, and through 
the dust glared the dazzling brightness of swords : 
and the uproar qf men was fike the crash of 
thunder : and tlicte was no one in tlic tents but a 
few men and ihtt ' sons of King Zoheir, all covered 
Avith wounds ; and though they were still defending 
the property, they felt certain of drinking the cup 
of death. 

Now the cause of this tt'rrible event was, that 
King Zoheir had gone forth, .'iccoinpanied by his 
warriors, against the land of Cahtan ; for he was 
infonned tluit Mooteghetris was coming down upon 
him with all his tribe; and it Avas Zoheir’s in- 
tention to meet him at some distance, out of iiis 
;)Avn territories, and thus to prevent him from in- 
vading his country, and laying Avaste his lands. So 
lie left his brother Zembaa Avith a small body of men 
ind departed ; but chancing to miss the enemy on 
:hc road, Mooteghetris reached the country of Zoheir 
ill safety, Avhere he found the tents unpi’otected by 
warriors. He rushed against thenfi, and the noble 
Absians rose to arms.; and violent Avas the conten- 
lidn^betAveen tliem, and many brave men Avere left 
lead upon the plain, andt the brightness of^ the 
laf became black. Nilmbers thickened upon the 



AbsiiUls ; loud and piercing >vc)'C the shriebs of tli(i 
women, and "slavery ?cc»neii tiieir undoubted fate. 
Temadlnu’ n as taken prisoner, and also Modehilah 
and MckdaJa and Jemaiia, and they were over- 
whelmcd in misery and disgj'ac*e. At that hour 
arrived Antar iind Sliedad, and die horsemen of 
Carad, and they amounted in all to forty warriors. 

Cousins, cried Shedad j come cm to these dastards 
dicn those brave fellows rushed tohVard, leaving the 
. slaves with the women and children. 0 son of 
Zebeei>ah, cried Sbedad to Aniar, I wish to day to 
see vliee fight, that I may express my gratitude for 
th}' noble deeds. 0 master, soon shalt thou observe 
V’liat I do : he replied, Doubtless the chief of the 
tribe is here. TJiou art riglit, said i^licdad. They 
sought the enemy, and die wiiolc plain trembled at 
their sliouts : they shook their lances, and the 
women and servants shouted aloud, when they knew 
they ’>vcrc Absiaiis coming to protect Ihem. They 
attacked the right, and drove their left, and Antar 
assaulted tlie centre, plunging through c’onfiision 
and liorrors ; and thus he exclaimed : 

“ This day will ! raise a battle, that shall hum- 
ble the warriors of ages long past. I will make 
^^*thc blood to stream from their joints, when the 
sculls of the warriors leap from ^the blow of my 
sword. How many chiefs, wlien they see me ea^cr 
in the fight, throw away their arms,' and save 
ftemselves by .flight ! I ahi the bold one. to 



tho fire of war, I kuKl^^’ l( , and hurl the tribes into 
'• [unil‘^!rf>»enls and dead*:. AJc/itli, iu^ the tlirdid 
conii>at 5 fears me, ’- feu the battle-dust rise?. , and 
“ tia ; .md-cToud i.s like a blazing* fire. Mv j(>e is in 
tlio eiicouriler uf heroes, u !u.*n s|>ee.rs and sveords 
elfish in my grasp. many f, ulle-dusts navel 

dived into, fearless of ea (ami ties ! 'ay of con- 

tests is niy object .y it is all my desire, \ erily, deeds 
‘^will I perform uni*lva]!eu; deeds tlial shad be re- 
corded ui\ leavo,s and IkjoIvS. I wiil nise the 
^‘tumultuous din, and seas of bloori : '\h]n I heir 
‘^'crimson billows that mv rd<Hlness ,'ihou4i<ls, T 
will make the atmosphere liko tlv saldo night, 
“ wlien the dust clouds roll over the iv gious like a 
veil. No companion Jiave I in battiv* out my horse 
'"and my s^vor(I ; and they coiiiplaiii of my fuiy' ; 
"‘they exalt me ; they subject death tome; Jtnd I 
am exalted above all mankind in iny fui her. My 
‘‘ ambition soars alnn e Pisces; and nivdetennii'allon 
‘ raises me above the Arab and the PersifUi/’ 

. When Antar liad ended, he slKiutifd alou^l to the 
combatants, and ruslu^ madly into the midst of the 
ciiemy, and overthrew them ; he diove fhein before 
him Over the plain : and the same did Sliedad and 
his brothers on the left, and made^hein retreat in a 
^')haniefiil iTiann<.*r. Aifter the flight, the Absians 
renisjied, and among the first was Zeml)aa, the ^oii 
of Jazeemah ; they raised their terrible slunit,*ai3d 
they gladdened in the destruction of souls ; tht^ 



pointed tlioir lances, they cried out to tl^icir noble 
steeds — sp'^ars dashed against spc'ars* Antar alone 
broke through tJie right, whilst Shcdad and the 
Absians destroyed the left ; then the horsemen again 
retired in disgrace, aitd the plain seemed too contined 
for them. Mootcghetris beheld his horsemen in 
confusion and discomfited, and the left wing inter- 
mixed with the right ; that tht?y were driven by 
Aptar like a Iierd of grazing camers,^and that he was 
roaring in their rear like the crash of thunder. Alarm- 
ed at this state of affairs, he poured down from an 
eminence with the people that remained with him, 
assaulting A ntar with his warriors ; and they all 
bore patiently this dreadful encounter. 

Now Jlasam, tlie servant of llebia, wOio had 
followed Antar that he might dc*stroy him on his 
w^ay to the tribe of Gliiftan, perceiving how^ he had 
slain the tribe of jMoostalik, and also their chief, 
returned wdtii Ills companions upon the day of tins 
battle ; and as he marked Antar’s prowess on that 
occasion, lie envied him in liis heart, and, secretly 
designing to murder him, he assailed him, together 
Avith the party of Mootcghetris, 

Antar encountered the enemy, and flinched not ; 
and his assault r.vas the assault of a ferocious lion. 
The storm of dust thickened, r>o that a father could 
not distinguish his son. J ust then, Basam imried 
his 'spear, and violeriily attacked Antar ; for his 
ticcursed sjilrit was aware how much credit he should 



gain by slaying liini. He approaclicd blm, and was 
eagerly watching Ins opportunity, wlicnlo ! aiiaiTow 
shot through the back of IJasani, and passed out by^ 
his chest; and lie who slew Ihisarn, and nuule him. 
ilrink the cu|) dl’ death, was the dreadful Sliihoob. 
Now Antar Jiad recoipinend(*d Sh/iioob to protect 
Ibla; nor did lie ever quit her till he percei^ved 
Ikisain issuing IVjim the tents, folleuved by some 
Absians, wliilst^iis lirother was labouring to attain 
the standards. Sliilxx)!) waS alarmed, and (juitted 
Ibla, and ran after him. Ihit Antar knew nothing 
of all this, and when he saw Basairi, he was just 
about to do the deed, at the moment the arrow 
struck him dead. 

Now Antar was occupied in destroying the enemy, 
and he stojipcd not till he came up to Mooteghetris 
iritlie fury of the fight; and he saw him driving 
back, the troops, and beckoning with liis lance to 
pilose who were flying from Antar like a Hock of 
sheep. His soul would not submit to fliglit ; but he 
shouted, and rushed forward like the sea when it 
I'oars. And Antar received him as tlie parched up 
ground receives the first of tlie rain: he challenged 
liinl'iii a tremendous voice, and addressed him in the 
harshest terms ; lie pressed upou Mooteghetris, and 
closed upon liim, and blocking up all means of 
^S(«ipc, he thrust bis spear through his bowels, and 
tore out his entrails ; ^^and ^hen the horsemon saw 
tflat he was dead, they were disordered and took, to 



flight ; and tlie spcais of the Absians played upon 
tile fugitives till tlie evening, 'vvhen they returned 
and collected the spoil of the cattle. Every where 
the victory was celebrated with triumph, and all 
united iii praising Aiitar, and describing Ins heroic 
deeds; how heMiad slain ]\footegheti;|s, and had 
anuiiliilated his troops. 



CHAPTER III. 


Now Shcdad exceedingly gloried ^in Antar ; aware 
that he had acquired ^cw lustre by his actions, aiui 
not a person remained to complain of him or abuse 
him. Hevran^:p to Antar and kissed him between 
the eyes. But Antar kissed his feet, and he appear- 
ed like the flower of the Judas tree,* so completely 
was he smeared with the blood of the combatants. 
Shediurs affection for him increased, and he said to 
his brother Zakmet-ool Jewad, By the faith of an 
Arab, our education has not been lost upon Antar. 
How should he not be noble, he replied, you being 
the cause of his existence? and the Arab Cadi de- 
creed him to . you, and told you he was of your loins ; 
do not reject him, for he truly belongs to you. 

Antar, as well as Shedad, heard these words, and 
he kept them secret in his heart ; and he said not a 
word to any one ; but in a short time, when they all 
repaired to their own tents, and separated- each to 
his own family, and each collected his own party, 
Antar also retirei^to the house of his mother, and 
Shiboob was clriving before hiftr what came to his 
share of the plunder. And when the time of rest 

• Cercis Siliquastrum, the fiow^s of which are of a vejy brigh* 
Purple colour, coining out fr^in the branches and stem on every side 7 
in large clusters, and 011 short peduncles. 
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drew near, he hecaiue sad and sorrowful, and tht^ 
house being entirely empty of people and neighbours, 
Q my mother, said he, I have heard words to day, 
the nieaning of which I cannot comprehend ; I wish 
you would explain them to me, and tell me who is 
my father, that I inay know wbo'brought me up. I 
will inform you of all that, said she ; so she then 
told him how Shedad had met her in t}ie desert, 
and how all the ten had sought for her, and how he 
had repulsed them, and made them agree to give her 
to him, as his share : how they afterwards quarrelled 
about him, and went before the Arab Cadi, who had 
decided that he belonged to Shedad. Well then, 
said he to her, O mother, if‘ the Arab Cadi decided 
that I was his son, and the ten have also agreed 
that I was sprung from his loins ; Why does he not 
call me his son, as every one else does ? This would 
cost him dear, said she, and he cannot resolve on 
that, because he says you are a base-born ; and he is 
afraid of the disgrace he should incur by giving you 
the rank and honours of a son ; and the Arabs would 
not consent to it.’’ 

‘‘ I would not permit that to be the case, he re- 
plied, for whoever would bring shame upon him, I 
would^oonreduce.to annihilation. But if Shedad 
still denies me my right and rank,*! will use my 
sword and spear upon him; and should I perceive'' 
that the tribe dare despise *me, | will level my scimitar 
at the whole of them; and 1 wiQ go to another tribdf^ 
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who may better understand my value ; for how often 
have I rescued them from their ^ dangers ; and 
liberated them from perils I will begin by sfrikigg 
off the head of Shedad, if he does not acknowledge 
my rank and condition ; and so will I treat also 
my uncle, if he ddcp«not give me'Ibla in marriage ; 
him too will I make to drink the wine of disgyace.” 
For heaven’s spke, said his mother, do nothing of 
the kind, foi* they will only hate you the more, and 
you will gain nothing: but tliQ men and women 
love you, I perceive, on account of your noble 
deeds, therefore proceed to no extremities, otherwise 
you will increase their hatred and enmity against 
you. But, my mother, added An tar, my aunt has 
once promised to give Ibla to me in marriage, and 
has engaged herself by contract to that purpose. 
Hush ! said Zebeebah, talk not of impossibilities ; 
this will never happen: how can a 'slave, without 
connexion or rank, aspire to marriage with an Arab 
woman ? particularly as you were brought up tend- 
ing the sheep and the ^mels ! O mother, said Anta^j, 
I’ll shew thee wonders ; my soul pants for honour 
and dignity, and with my sword will I dishonour 
the necks of the Arab chieftmns.” 

Thus they continued to talkttill morning dawned, 
when King feoheir returned. He could scarcely 
Ifelieve that his family were preserved safe from 
ignominy, for he h,^ h&urd that Mooteghetris had 
passed him on the road ; and severe indeed was his 
anxietv and affliction at^havino* (hns missed his foes . 



92 


He marched therefore day and night till he reached’ 
his owii country, and found all his people happy\ 
and secure. 

But when the tribe t^f Abs saw their king return- 
ing with all liis army and troops, the chit fs and 
nobles went out t6 meet him, haxing cYJiigratu- 
latcc^iiim and jirayed for his long life, fl\ey explain- 
ed to him the destruction of* his eneniies, and all the 
lieroip acts of Antar ; how he had slain Mooteghetris, 
and what noldc fquts he had performed. Verily, 
said King Zoheir, we are ennobled in him above all 
Arabs; we have not appreciated bis worth, and 
have not properly understood his gi’catncss. Truly 
he will becoim^ the champion of this whole nation, if 
he live long, aiurall the Jiorscmcn will he under his 
authority and coitunand. 

: King Zoheir proceeded to his own tents, and 
found his women cxuhuig in the deeds of Antar; 
lie afterwards entered his wife Temadhur's •apart- 
ments, and found her also praising Antar in heart 
and speech, as she cxclainfcd, O King, it is not 
Antar, but a noble warrior ; for be has done the 
deeds of a hero. Thus was Aiitaris dignity raised 
in the eyes of King Zoheir. Were we to (leered to 
him oar lives and guv propcrty/’saicrhe, it would 
still be a small return for such cxalfed acts. He 
soon after ordered some sheep and fat cattle to be 
killed, «md having directed the meat to be served 
;upL|md the wine to flow, he went out into the midi 
the camp, aid there erected a largo tent of 
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ivory inlaid witli burnished gold. The horsemen then 
presented themselves; Rebia and his brother attend- 
ed, and each seated himself iiccording to his rank : 
Sliedad also came, and all his valiant de|)endants ; 
Antar too (^tered, «,nd kissed the ground, and 
made obeisance, and })rayed for a continuant of 
Zoheir’s glory. He was g«>lng to sit down amongst 
t))e slaves, but King Zoheir said to him, By "the 
Mover of the heavens, no one shall be my comj)anion 
to day but you, and no one shall eat and drink but 
I and you. And he liladc Anlar <*ome towards 
him. O King> said Antar, as he kissed his hand, 

I am but your slave. Tlien King Zoheir got up 
from his llirone, and seated him by his side, and 
talked to him : and all present had their eyes, upon 
him, and all his friends rejoiced; but Ilebia and 
Shas, and Jiis uncle Malik were bursting with rage, 
^vlicn they suav Antar raised to such honour, never 
conferred o)i any <.)ne before. 

Now the cups of wine were handed round, and 
the delicacies were eaten with joy and pleasure ; 
and they ap])eared secure from the visdssitudes of 
fortune, wliilst King Zoheir conversed familiarly 
with Antar, and joked with liiiti ; he made him 
drink, and kept him* by him. And they coi) tinned 
ill ttis manner till the wine sported witli the senses 
of the guests, and all of them, and Antar too, stood 
lip, but the King preventj^d him and when they* 
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wished to depart, the King gave Antar a beautifii^ 
ix>be^ and mounted him on an Arab horse, and a. 
heeklace of burnislied gold, studded with pearls and 
jewels; he presented him also with an excellent 
sword ; and Antar quitted the tents of King Zoheir 
clothed in that superb robe and cloakjjlnd mounted 
on the Arab horse. But he soon dii^ounted, and 
walked by the side of his father^; and when they 
entered the tent, Antar kissed his father’s ffeet, 0 
master, said he, why do you not grant me my diie, 
as others far and near have done? or bestow on me 
what I so much desire ? Tell me, said Shedad, what 
you want, make known what you wish, that I may 
be kind to you ; I will not avariciously refuse you. 
Now Shedad thought he wanted a camel to ride, or 
a tent to live in, or a female slave to attend him. 
But Antar replied, I request of you, O master, that 
the rank and dignity of an Arab be appropriated to 
me ; and that you would acknowledge me as your 
son, and yourself as my father, so that my rank may 
be made known, and I become a chief ; and in truth, 
I will reward you as no one else can. I will reduce 
the Arab princes tliemselves to your obedience, 
through fear of my sword and my .spear. 

When Antar Lad finished "speaking, Shedad’s 
eyes started into the crown of Ms head, his affections 
cooled, and his disorder of mind increased. ThdU 
base-lborn ! he cried, hast thou forgotten that thou 
»hast tended the camels and the sheep, and collected 
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me ordure of beasts amongst the moiyitains ? Thou 
feon of a slave, verily, the robe of King Zoheir plays 
about thy loins, and his words float upon thine ears^ 
thou hast indeed made a demand, and hast raised 
thyself on high ; and thou wouldst make me a by- 
word with every one that should hear thee : nothing 
have I for thee but a sword, and I will cut ofPthy 
head. Upon this, Shedad drew his sword, as soon 
as he had flniidied, and rushed at him, and all* the 
slaves ran away from him. 

Now Semeeah, Shedad’s wife, overheard the dis- 
pute, and came out of her tent, crying and lamenting. 
She rushed instantly towards her husband, and 
kissed his bosom, and took his sword out of his hand, 
as she exclaimed — ^Never shall you slay him ; me 
shall you destroy before him. I have not forgotten 
his virtues and noble deeds. Excess of wine must 
have urged him to this fancy : therefore do not 
punish him for what he has said. Semeeah did not 
desist till she had sootlied his anger, and lie retired 
to his tent. 

But Antar was in the greatest agony ; he was 
ashamed that the day should dawn upon him^ or 
thaf he should i;emain any longer in the country ; 
or that he should 'i^'gain look his father in the fiice. 
He accordingly went out, and sought the residence 
df l^alik, the King’s son : his clothes trailed upon 
the ground through shame, and his tears flowed 
fit)m the excessive pain he endured, for intoxication* 
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had overpowexpl his judgment. So lie sought princl 
Malik, who was just then returned from his father^s, 
and qii^te rejoiced at what had passed with resjiect ^ 
«A.ntar, and the robes and presents he had received; 
At this moment a slave came in, and said, Ani^ 
wishes to be admitted into yowr prescncjEJ. Let liln 
in, feid Malik ; and when he was introdheed. Prince 
Malik looked at him, and saw his tears flowing from 
his ‘lortured heart. He seated him by him, and 
talked familiarly with him, and asked him what was 
the matter, and what had happened to him. O my 
lord, he replied, I demanded of my father the rank 
aad honour of an Arab ; but he has abused me, 
and beaten me, and wished to kill me, and has made 
me a laughing stock among the Arab chiefs. 

You have been wrong, said Malik to Antai*, in 
thissad affair ; you have done that which would not. 
at any rale, have induced him to acknowledge you. 

Do not, iiiy lordj continued Antar, reprove mj 
ambition, w hich often robs me of my wits and discre- 
tion ; but had I not been intoxicated, this would not 
have happened, and I» should have concealed my 
wishes, and submitted patiently to my misfortunes, 
till death had overtaken me. But livall circumstances 
thou art my master. Ah ! my^Jord, continued he, 
how often have I relieved then! from their foes, and 
no one ever assisted me ! Knowr too, that I love Pbla, 
t|ie daughter of my uncle Malik ; and she drives 
« away the sleep from my eyelids, and in my sleepless 
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J ^ts I am united to her ; but my father Shedad 
s cut off all my hope, and misfortune^ upon mis- 
iK)i?tanes overpower me* I only demanded to be re- 
cb^ized as his son, that 1 might be united to her ; 
but truly all hopes of her are completely destroyed. 
Nojoy now r^mudns for^me, and the light of the day 
the darkness of night in my eyes. I have no home 
but among the wild beasts and ^the reptiles.” His 
agony increased, and he wept, and complained bit- 
terly. Sorrows and afflictions were multiplied upon 
him, and the tears rushed into his eyes, as he ex- 
pressed his anguish and passion* 

Had you informed me of your situation before, 
said Malik, greatly distressed, and pitying him, I 
would have sacrificed my person and property to 
remedy it. But what was easy, has now become 
difficult ; Ibla will be concealed from you from this 
day forward. I fear also that your father will con- 
trive to kill you, and that no one will be able to 
relieve you. But stay here whilst I tell all this to 
!ny father. O ray lord, said Antar, the only place 
of rest for me is on the highways ; and I must roam 
about^ the whole day and the live long night ; foi 
men have conspired, to destroy me, such as Rebh 
and youy brother ^has. He passed the whole nighi 
with Malik, aud at the dawn of day Antar mountec 
his horse, and put on his ardour and his cuirass 
He travelled on till he was far firom the tents, adt 
he knew not whither he was ffoina \ sometimes hi 
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took«the left)^ and sometimes the right, and agaiiMie 
struck into^'tlie wilds and deserts, lill it becara 
broad day. There he wandered about the rocks 
and mountains, and accusing fate, he tlms expressed 
liinD^clf. 

I rail against fortune that relents to no iip- 
‘‘^raider, and I demand security from the cruelti$^ 
of fortune. She one day promises fair and excites 
my pride, but truly I know all her promises are 
false. I have "served man« and I have taken my 
relations as protectors against fortune ; but they 
have acted like scorpions. Amongst themselves 
they call me the son of Zebeebah, but in the tu- 
multuous rush of horsemen, I am the son of 
nobles. Were it not for my love, one like me 
would not humble himself to such as they ; and 
the lion of the waste would, not fear the foxes. 
Quickly my tribe will remember me, when the 
horsemen come charging amongst the warriors 
with their sword-blows. O that thy phantom 
would visit me, O Ibla, it would see the torrents 
‘‘ of tears that stream from my eye-lids. But I will 
forbear, that my railers may have pity on me ; and 
that ray patience may soften their hearts. Thy 
station is a post in the centre pf heaven^ but my 
hand fails in attaining the stars.” 

[Thus he roamed &om the high road v^th'out 
flSend or companion* The next day the tribe he^d 
ill that bad p^sed between Antar and his father. 
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|id early in the morning Prince Mklik sent for 
atar ; but he was not to be found : he supposed 
he would return by the evening : still he came not. 
Now Prince Malik was sincerely attached to Antar.; 
he was greatly distressed, and he did all he could to 
find him. He then acqumnted his father with What 
• had passed. As soon as the King heard the account 
from his son, he was much vexed, and reproached 
him. O my son, said he, why did you not imme- 
diately tell me of this, that I might have arranged 
the business ? I concealed it, said he, in order not 
to occasion any disturbance, and for fear of exciting 
your indignation, for I have long seen my brother 
Shas hates him as the vilest of men ; and Rebia 
will not raise his head towards him ; and I sec also 
that many of their friends detest him. But you 
love him and are interested about him ; and I could 
not possibly tell you an afiair you would not have 
approved. In the mean time Antar continued to 
wander over the plaiits of the cj^sert, until the day 
^lone, when behold ! there arose a great cloud of 
dust, that darkened the country. Antar contem- 
plated^it for some time, and then perceived forty 
horsemen, each ’bearing a quivering spear, and a 
dazzling ^scimitar.** directed his horse towards 
them, and they proved to be of the noble tribe of 
Abs, and Ghegadh the son pf Nasshib was thpir 
lead^. When Antar saw tliem he saluted thenl^ 
and they returned the salutation ; (J thou son of 
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Zebeebah, siid they, why art thou straying her^^ 
I was hunting game, he replied, and when I 
you, I made towards you in order to bear you com- 
pany. And we, said Ghegadh,* have always disk 
tingudshed you* from the other slaves, and have 
always considered you in the lights of a valiant 
knight : and if you will join us, we will agree to 
your sharing with us as a noble warrior. But how 
can that be ? said Antar. Know that a slave, said 
Ghegadh, enjoys a half share with his masters. Put, 
said one of them, Antar truly d&erves more than 
two-thirds, and happen what will, he is a knight ; 
and indeed not every one that is called a knight is a 
knight. They at length agreed that they would 
surrender to the slave a fourth of whatever plunder 
they might take. 

In this manner they proceeded till they approached 
the land of the tribe of Cahtan, where they saw 
a great quantity of cattle, wth some high-raised 
tents and lofty paviliqps ; many 'horses running about 
and camels grazing, and the people unsuspicious* 
of a reverse of fortune. Here, my cousins, said 
Ghegadh, is a rich tribe, and the people f^w in 
number ; let us attack and despoil £hem whilst it is 
dark, and we will quit their ci&untry in safety ; be- 
fore morning we shall be far away amon^ the* 
wastes. They instantly shook their lances in " their 
ip£ids, and drew their brilliant faulchions ; an^ as 
/they drove the(camels and the horses from the tents 
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md the habitations^ the men mounted*to keep them 
W from the women and families. Bdt the sons of 
Abs forced them back towards the tents and trampled 
them down upon the ground, seizing their property 
and spoil. Antar rushed down upon them^ and 
obliged them to fly. Do you, said Ghegadh to Antar, 
drive away the cattle, and we will repulse all ttiat 
dare pursue them. 

Antar drove away the cattle, and had proceeded 
some way, when lo ! a knight rushed out from the 
ravines in the rocks, mounted on a dark coloured 
colt, beautiful and compact, and it was of a race 
much prized among the Arabs ; his hoofs were as 
flat as the beaten coin; when be neighed, beseemed 
as if about to speak, and his ears like quills ; his sire 
was Wasil, and his dam Hemama. When Antar 
cast his eyes upon the horse, and observed his speed 
and his paces, and his uncommon beauty, he felt 
that no horse could surpass them, so his whole 
heart and soul longed for it. The Absians, indeed, 
had plundered the horde and the country, but Antar’s 
mind was occupied with the horse, so he galloped on 
till he approached the Hbrseman ; and when the 
knight perceived *tfaat Antar was making towards 
him, he spurred h^ .horse, and it fled* beneath 
hyn^ for this was a renowned horseman called 
Harith, the son of Obad, an|l he was a valiant hero. 

^ntar galloped after him.till sunset, and he focaiid 
himself far separated from*his par^. Harith then 
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turned about to him ; and when he was quite clodl^. 
said Antar td him, O young man, by the faith yoii 
profess and believe, will you not wait for me awhile 
and grant me a favour ? for I see you are a noble 
horseman. Hear what I have to say, and give me 
an answer ; I will be answer&ble for thy security. 

O young man, said Harith, trusting to his pro- 
mise, what do you want ? I see you also are a va- 
liant knight. Will you sell mo this horse you are 
riding, asked Antar, or will you give it me if you 
are the owner of it.^ By heavens, young man, 
said Harith smiling, had you accosted me thus at 
first, I would have ^ven him to you, with some 
camels also, and you need not have acted thus ; 
but, Arab, did you ever see any one surrender his 
horse and his armour in a plain like this, alone and 
a stranger ? and particularly a horse like this, whose 
lineage is as well known as that of the noblest 
warriors ; for should his master be in difficulties, he 
will liberate him ; he moves and flies without wings ; 
and if you have not heard of his fame, I will tel 
you — ^heis called Abjer, whom Chosroe and the G re- 
dan Emperors and the princes of the tribe of Asfai 
have anxiously wished to possess. *1 was angry witl 
my own {people, and repaired t^ th^ noble tribe. ] 
^te with them, and remdned with them a long time 
It costs me much to part with this horse, but^mj 
huirt is attached to this tribe, and *is greatly ^s- 
tee^sed about them. I ain no coward in the assaul 
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dll|icroes; but I was afr^d^lj^st this hpvsc might re- 
ceive a blow that should injure him,* and 1 there- 
fore only followed you, in order to draw off your 
attention till the men of the tribe might overtake 
you and pursue you over the hills and the wilds, 
and that I might point out to them your course; 
for you have invaded a tribe where there are dhly 
women, and but a few men, unable to encounter so 
fierce a foe ; and I do not perceive there is a sin!gle 
feeling heart among you all. 

Harith having ceased speaking, I muoli wish you 
would sell me this horse, said Antar ; demand what 
you please from me, for I must be th^ purchaser of 
it. O young man, said Harith, if you are indeed 
desirous of a horse, that is in this age quite inva- 
luable, I will not sell it but in restitution of all this 
booty ; and then do not imagine you will lose by your 
bargain. I swear by the God who knows all secrets, 
1 do not avoid fighting you from the fear of death, 
for I am a warrior, and can defend myself; but I 
feared this horse would be injured. If you, young 
man, wish to strike a bargain, and act like a man of 
honour, as 1 am a guest of this tribe, and have eaten 
with them, my wish is to ransom their property with 
this horse; and hadliit not been fi^r this misfortune^ 
I never would have parted with such an animal. 

When Antar heard these words, he felt certain 
that Harith was a liberal minded man, and tSfeve- 
fore, wishing to be on a par witii him in respect lo 
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his honourab^e and go^ierous conduct ; Well! sat^ 
he, I will purchase of you this horse for this booty; 
and I shall be moreover exceedingly obliged : here if? 
my Hand in faith and sinc^erity. 

Harith dismounted from the back of his noble 
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steed, and gave him to Antar, who mounted him 
likt.a king of the laud far and wide ; and he told 
the slaves to conduct the cattle and women and 
servants to their own country. Harith took, them, 
and w'cnt his way. 

Now Antar upon Abjcr watched them till they 
had disappeared among the deserts ; and just then 
came up th^ Absian horsemen, and Ghegadh at 
their head, who, seeing Antar standing alone in the 
plain, without any of the booty, cried out, thou son 
of a base slave woman, where is the plunder ? 
I bought with it this horse, he replied, and I have 
established your honour and credit in the land of 
the tribe; because I saw the owper was a man 
of worth, and jealous of the honour of women, 
gracious and liberal minded: I was therefore anx- 
ious to equal him in propriety of conduct, and 
would not leave behind us in this land, the re- 
membrance of a foul action, and be a scandal 
amongst Arabs. It is the most i^'^ominious of deeds 
to take prisoners free born women ; and besides 
this, the spacious plain is open before us, and 4he 
L<(dv^ God is the bestdwer of all things, and the* 
taxer away; he js the distributor of every thing » 
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and God forbid he should send us back without p. 
reward. 

Thou base born, cried Ghegadh, in reply to* 
An tar the lion-hero. We consigned them over to* 
your care, but you have been buying, l)artering, 
and selling, without ^king our leave. What is 
done is done, said Antar ; I will make it good^ to 
you elsewhere, if the Creator of all things pleases, 
and you agi’ee to the protection I have granted : but 
if you wish to quarrel with me, I will protect my life 
with the force of this sword, and this well propor- 
tioned spear, and I will not live to forfeit my word. 

Come on to this wretch, said Ghcgadh inflamed 
with rage, to his companions ; cut him in pieces with 
your cleaving scimitars, and make him drink of the 
cup of death and annihilation. 

Upon that, Antar went to a little distance from 
them, and dismounting from Abjer, tightened his 
girths, and then mounting again, galloped and char- 
ged about, crying out to them, you base born 
wTetches, to day will I sliew you hpw I fight and 
thrust. Away, away, to sliame and disgrace — this 
day you shall beliold the furious lion. He thought 
-of his beloved, and thus exclaimed : 

I abuse for^j:un»i^ that never sV)ftens at the voice 
of the counsellor. I conceal my passion in my 
heart, but my tears disclose it. My tribe is leagued 
with fortune to seek my blood, and tliey asssidt 
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".me with sword and s^ar. They have driven mr 
" from the mistreigs I love, and I am plunged into 
the well of the water of banishment. To expose my 
cherished lile is indilferent to me ; and though I am 
" separated Iroiri Jier, my heart clings to her. O my 
" God, let not my life be a lif# of ignominy ! let not 
" m^^ deatli, O God, be among the weeping crowd ! 
" but my corpse ! let the birds hover over it, and 
" Idl t)ie crows of the desert drink of my wounds.* 
" God regards the man who is hospitable to his 
" tribe, and who becomes among them a chief iii 
"authority. But when they see us invade their 
" dwellings, every warrior on a swift-paced steed, 
they promise us riches, and high-bosomed damsels 
"with well formed hips, and beautifully-shaped 
V haynches. I will seize them on my horse, whose 
"like exists not; aye, and the youth sold it like a 
man of honour. Whoever of ye, oh tribe of Abs, 
wishes my death, I will appear before him in the 
plain of battle, and I will charge among ye on my 
" stern-faced* steed, and I will rush at ye as the 
" lion of the wilds.” 

When the Absians heard Antar s discourse, they 
all shrunk from the conflict, and -consulting with 
each other, said, Ghegadh, wh^ sljops you f and 
what occasions this fear and consternation at this 
blaqk slave ? O Ghegadh, said they, you have 
advi^d us to make the attack, and still you hold 
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l^k from the assault and the csombat^ you arc our 
alUpcrlor and our adviser, so come on. O my cousin, 
said Ghegadh, much troubled, wise is the man be-" 
tween whom and Antar tliere is no contention. Jilx-’ 
plain this, said they, ere we endai^er our lives in 
a contest with him, P observed, said he, when he 
dismounted to tighten his girths, his gigantic mien, 
his brawny arms, his full formed legs, and his cool 
undaunted eye. And I, sa-id another, saw some- 
thing more extraordinary than that. What’s that ? 
said they. Oneday King Zoheir gave him one of his 
Hnest horses; he went up to it to put on tho bridle ; 
the horse would not take it, but was riotous, and 
reared at him. At the instant Antar lifted him off 
the ground up to the top of his head, and dashed 
him on the earth, and smashed his bones. When 
they heard this account of Antar, they trembled, and 
were afraid. Do you go up to him, said •they, 
addressing Ghegadh, ^ve him the plunder, and dc 
not make it appear that we are afraid of him, that 
his avidity may not increase to our detriment, and 
he say, I will not quit one of ye till I have slair 
hint and taken his spoil.” 

So Ghegadh went up to him, O my cousin, saic 
he, are you notfash^med to engage in battle agains 
‘your cousins, when they were only joking and mak 
ing’ merry ? O my cousins, said Antar, commcei 
tljpy were afraid of him, I would not do any ti in| 
that could be thought wrong, but ® have purchas^st 



108 


this liorse, wlw wiB olEy^ me against your enemieSfY 
and you kno^ that when a person seeks to destroj^ 
'another, it is necessary to defend one’s self. Ghe- 
gadh continued to speak flatteringly to Antar, till he 
Isoftened him anej cajoled him. O’ Arab Chieftmns, 
said Antar, I have not forgotffen your kindness, and 
I am but your slave. I am grateful for ^all yoti 
have done for me, and had it not been for you, I 
shduld not be known among the Arabs. 

It was not fear that dictated these words, but in 
order to obsei^ve their sentiments towards him. 

He has indeed purchased this horse, said Ghe- 
gadh to his comrades, in order to destroy our enemies, 
let us therefore grant it him. Be it so, said they 
all. Thus Antar became possessed of Abjer, whose 
equal no prince or emperor possessed. By way i£ 
precaution, Antar kept away from Ghegadh and his 
companions, who went on talking to each other. 
How that base-bom has suegeeded to his wish, said 
they, for verily that horse was worth his weight in 
gold ; we shall indeed be disgraced among the' 
Acabs ! Antar proceeded on before them and heard 
all they said. 

Now they continued their march till evening, 
when they reached a spot aboijbdipg in t^egs and 
streams; wide and extensive were the surrounding 
plains. They dismounted and let their horses graze, 
an(»;0eated themselves whilst Antar stood watch over 
£hrim> for their ai{d' his ovfns^^ They did not 
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jtaove from tills spot till mc^il|i^wn€cl, when they 
mounted their horses and marched ‘till evening; 
when suddenly from the upper part of the desert 
a great dust appeared, and through it they distin- 
guished a lofty howdali, and on its^top there was a 
descent of gold. Th<f howdah was richly ornamcn- 
ied with velvet ; in front were damsels and slaves, 
and they wore robes of divers colours, and behind 
were horsemen mounted on steeds all of diffeifent 
colours. No sooner saw they this procession and 
these fine garments, than they were sure it was a 
bride in the howdah; but they knew not her hus- 
band, nor any one connected with her. This is 
our plunder, said they ; God has sent it to us in 
recompense for what has befallen us. They instantly 
bent their heads over their saddle-bows, and violent- 
ly assaulted the party, and got possession of the 
howdah and all its accompaniments. But when the 
horsemen that attended the howdah beheld them, 
tliey attacked them, and man met man, and hero 
assaulted hero ; blood was shed and spilt, and the 
horror was great : and in a moment the Absians 
were assisted by the deeds of Antar, the devouring 
lion, for his attack was the attack of an over-power- 
ing warrior, three score* and ten were the 

horsemen that accompanied the bride : he destroyed 
sixty of them; and the rest fled, five to the right and 
five to the left. 

TheAbsians having takjpn possei^ion of thehowciali 
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and ihe property the dispersed cattle, and a 
vast quantity of articles bcindes^ asked the slaves 
'about the bride, who was her husband, and who' 
•her father ? Arabs, said they, she is called Aminah, 
;thedaughter of Yezid, the son of Handhalah, sur- 
surnanied the Blood-drinkejs the clifef of all the 
prhices of Tey ; and her husband, to whom she is 
^ing, is called Nakid, the son of Jellah, a warlike 
and bold horseman, the^ protector of the moe dT 
; and you have eicecuted this villainous act 
of violence upon us, and have ventured on this ha- 
zardous enterprize ! ! 

They proceeded, and passed over the deserts and 
the wilds, the lady weeping and lamenting at the 
misfortune that had overwhelmed her. But when 
Antar heard from the slave this account of her 
father and her husband, he was convinced he would 
come down on her account, and that a great battle 
and slaughter would ensue between them, and he 
wished the Absians should feel his power and weigh t^^ 
for what he had heard them say about himself. So 
he came toward them. God has granted you vic- 
tory and safety, said he : and thou to6, they an- 
swered, he has also given thee cau^e.to rejoice. You 
are^awa^, said Antar, that this plunder is much 
more valuable and precious than the former ; let us 
put it out th lots and divide it, and let us give to 
ead^nis portion, that he may defend it with his souf 
atfl body. 
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You, Antar, took die firlil lender for yourself 
alone, said one, and do yoa^emaiid your share of 
the second ? With respect to the first plunder, Ot 
my cousins, said Antar, did you not give it me ?• 
and it is not customary with chiefs to take back 
their, jdonatioil^; The fellow, said (ihegadh, is right 
he says ; divide the spoil, and give him half 
^ one of your shares. Arabs, treat me fairly, cried 
AntaiTj, and speak the truth. Ghegadh got into a 
pasHUOil^ What do you mean? said he. Accor^^^ 
to oiljr lj^^ which was settled be- 

tween you and the, 6f all the plunder we should 
take, I was to have one half of the whole ; and all 
of you the other half. 

Rage filled the heart of Ghegadh. Thou son of 

Zebeebah,thy avarice demands impossibilities; thou 

art indeed mad, and a villain. Verily thou hast 

not kept thy ivord; and O, had the day never 

come that we met thee in this road ! No one, ,said 
♦ 

Antar, is mad, but he who keeps company with 
you, and agrees to your demands ; for ye are a set 
of fellows of little justice, and great opression and 
violence ; the fact is, I will not take a jot less than 
one half of the plunder, even were my soul to drink 
of the cup of death.*^ Come on| on to this black 
slave, cried Ghegadh to his friends, who rebels, 
haSi outrages us. Upon this tliey all jumped up, 
and cried out against Antar, resolved to kiB jSim, 
and make him drink of the cup of annihi]atiB>n. 
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Ahtar went apart Bsm. .them for a while into.tlie 
rocky plain, then gallopctl, and chrfllenged them to < 
«the contest, thus addressing them ; — 

• Wlien my foe sues me for a debt, I settle the 
■ debt with the Rcdeiniaii spear:* my scimitar’s 
edge shall extirpate ye Jl, and* shall j^pstly 
“ decide between you and me* I am exakedf^y 
“ my sword and spear far jabove the minutest: stairs,, 
and the two bears. .Foifl wretches ! ye kh6#^ltdt' 
P'^^ver, but the inhabitants of the 
spheres shall feel it. Thegim^p of fortune/ has 
*'• not destroyed my .strength, and the fingers, of 
time have not lioen stretched out against me. 
‘‘ Many a horseman have I left sprawling, his 
cheeks grovelling, his hands dyed in blood, whilst 
the birds of death hover round him, and the niag- 
pies assemble over his ctirpse.” 

His verses finished, he was about to attack them, 
when lo ! a dust arose and covered the whole coun- 
try. In a short time the cloud opened and disco- 
vered three hundrc<l horsemen, all clad in steel, and 
the father of* the damsel, the Bl(X)d-drinker, appeared 
in front of* them, He roared like a lion ; his sWord 
was an Indian blade. Whither would ye flee, O 
ye baseborn, he ciifd out^ — I am he, surhamed the 
Blood-drinker, the Cahtanian. 

Now the cause of the arrival of these men was 

l^dciiit^'the name of the wife of a famous spear-maker. 

Iffickardson. 
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put of the ten that flight .from the 

combat, five went to the father 6f the damsel^ the 
llpn of the land, and five went to Nakid the son 
^pflah .; Abut the residence of her father happened to 


be^^e iie^^ So h§ set off with three hundred 
men,;ifjDl $t^#d$i^^ and>hegalb on tillhe«over- 
as we have mentioned ; and it 
wpiti&j prevented ihe combat between the 
Antar. 


When Aatar saw the father of the damsel comi^ 
o^~S<6e:^here the heroes Myance, he cried ; now 
prptj^^ypur plun^r, if ye are men of valour — no 
por^i^ Uk mine, neither great nor small, not a camel 
or a'dieep* I will quit yoii, and will neither be with 


you nor against yoCi. He spurred away his Abjer 
from them) and inouht^ to the top of a high hill; 


he took his feet but of the stirrups, and sat 
cross-legged upon the nebk of his horse, resting oh 
his dreadful spear, and there .he remained contem- 


plating the terrors of the approaching conflict. 

The Blood-drinker cried aloud to his warriors; and 


they ruslied down upon the Absians, and men en- 
oountered men, heroes hetbes; and blood was spilt 


an4 shed. In a nmment swords clawed, every heart 
and feeling wm:# - ^ heads, flow off like ballSj^ 

and hands like leaves 'of tibes- The Teyans rushetf 
upfeh the-race: qf^Abs ; Bl^c^-idrinlcer 

assa^d his cotirage, and felea^"^^$ 

plunder, for 

Jl ' ' 
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their souls, co^ld not stand firm ; and they tied over 
tlic wilds. 

^Now when Antar perceived this defeat, he re-- 
placed liis feet in the stirrups, and raising his spear 
from the ground, }M)unced doivn from the lieight 
like an* eagle, t>r a wild beast when it rushes from 
its“den; and he roared out to them in a loud vodee 
tliat made the mountains rebellow. O ye ignoble 
itastards, I am j\nfar, the son of Shedad! And 
he urged on Abjer, who started under him like 
a flash of lightning, or a tearing arrow : his eye^ 
halls turned red, and foam issued from his lips': he 
shrieked aloud in froiit of the liorscs, and imme- 
diately they shrunk back on their haunches, and 
hurled their riders from their hacks : and the heroes 
were sc’attered over the desert and the wilderness. 
In less tliaii an hour he drove them from the 
plunder. As soon as tli^Ahsians heard tlie sound 
of Antar from under the cloud of dust, — Verily, 
Antar, the magnanimous wan'ior, will overcome 
them, said they ; may God assist him ! This is in*, 
deed true intrepidity, and he deserves half the spoil; 
for if the heroes drink the cup of death, the great- 
est share will fall to him, for verily the eye of the 
sun cannot be cmicealed. Thus their hearts were 
purified towards Antar, and they all returned to his. 
assistance. 

When the Blood-drinker saw the Absians resume 
tfie* contest, he said to the people about him, The 
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i)orsciTian ol'Abs and Adnan are coniijjg tlown, and 
this day will they bring death ami destruction upon < 
us ; and he let tlic reins hang loosp and lied. Thc' 
Teyans spread themselves over tlie plains and tin? 
desert, following him in every diicetion, whilst 
Antar, having already slain about eighty men, ifp- 
proached the plunder ; and when all were fled, tlie 
4.bsian horsemen came up, and tlien^ was not: o'ac 
but praised and tluinlved him. So t lay took up the 
spoil, and the pi operty, and the prisoners, and the 
bride, and departed, seeking the land of the tribe of 
Abs, and rejoicing in tJieir victory and triumph; 
every one in astonishment at Antaris intrepidity. 

But as soon as the other five that fieri informed 
Nakid, the husband of the bride, the light bticame 
dark in his eves, and he shouted out to the tribe of 
Maan-— To horse ! to horse ! and ere an hour liad 
passed, live thousand valiant horsemen wci*e ready, 
and lie niarclied at tlic head ol them in. hopes of 
overtakiiig the race of Abs, and (»r overvv helming 
them ill perdition and death, and of rooting out 
every vestige of tliein, >/) that not a record oi’tlicra 
should exist. For iiidced lie m-os a warrior feiocious 

k 

as a lion, one of the thousimd lieiws in those days 
of dorkfliess. lit travelled on night and day that 
hoiniifd it overtake the tribe of Abs before they could 
reach their own country. Meanwhile they pursued 
• iheW journey, seeking tlicir.own lands, wlicua dust 
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arose behind (tiieai, and darkened the whole region : 
' it opened, and dlscovei^ the Maanites headed by 
•Nakid. At this;5ight convinced of their 
destruction and death, as they said one to another, 
Verily tJje tril»? of Maan ha\ie overtaken us ! They 
looked towards Antar, and they perceived him smil- 
ing and rejoicing at the arrival of the warriors. 
V-srily, said they, 0 niy cousin, the foe is come lip 
with us, and to day will our b(K>ty he torn awayy iflaid 
oar sculls will fly ofiF. Know, my cousins, said Antar, 
that death will not be wanting, neither will it in- 
crease; hut I have long wished for such a day as this, 
for I have not given up the tribe of Abs ; my heart 
is fixed on returniug*hoine ; and this fortuitous cir- 
cumstance has happened to us by the will of Him 
who disposes life and death. Noiv is the flame of war 
at hand, «ind sorrow and anguish are approaching, 
Whoever among you is ready to fight, let him fight ; 
whoever wishes to fly, let him fly ; ^ut for me, ] 
^will ^ink of their cups, I will contend with theij 
^iiCTdtes; and thus he continued in verse: 

This day the race of Abs shall behold my com- 
bat, and my actions in the contest when I charge 
“ I will seize th^r proj^erty : aye, and the double ol 
“ it with my supple, quick-inovilig, death-bearing 
spear. Iwill destroy the brave in war with my In- 
dian blade, and I will drive down among them like 
“ a devouring lion, I fill rave among their horse- 
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“men with my Jetermined courage, and I will 
“ charge, and I will rush over them, in the battle. 

I am the Knight of . Khiglits, the lion whom n<^ 
‘Miuinan being can ]K^ithiStfind. The lions in their 
“ dens tremble at me, and in the. day of battle the 

Ghuols fly from me ” 

When Antar had finished, he encoLintered, the 
warriors With most penetrating thrusts an \ rendiiig 
blows. TJie Absians were obliged to endure it ^ith 
him, and to assist him in the horrors. Themc^ssengers 
of death were distributed amongst the conquerora^nd 
the conquered ; the sharp-edged swords came in con- 
tact with them, and the straight lances glided through 
them. The Absians repented of their firmness, and 
fled over the plains, wliilst alone Antar encountered 
the whole calamity ; and he stood firm, like one 
resolved to aviat sliame and disgrace. He aimed at 
the breasts of the lieroes with over-powering assaults 
and thrusts, that would have made the deep-rooted 
mountains, totter. 

When Nakid saw the battle of Antar, and how 
Alone he stood against live thousand, aiid wiis^'^r 
ing them drink of the cup of death and perdition, he 
wAs overwhelmed with astonishment at his deeds. 
Thou valiant slave, he cried, how pitcnt is thine 
arm — how strong is thy wrist ! And he rushed down 
upon Antar, that his bride might behold a proof of 
his courage : and Antar, seeing that he was making at 
him, presented himself .bcfoi-e him, for he was all 
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anxk ty to meet him. O tliou basc-iK:)nj, cried Nakidj^ 
son of an iincircumcised mother ! But Antar permitted 
him not to finlsli Ills speed), before lie asasulted liim 
witli the assanlt of a lionV'ancl roared at liim : lie was 
he rrified and paraly/ed at the sight of Anlar. Anlar 
attaekecl him thus? scared and ^petrified, and struck 
hini^with his sword on thcjiead, and cleft lilm down 
to the ha.('k and he fell, cut in twain, Irom the horse, 
and^ he. was sjjlit in two as if by a scale; and as. 
Antar dialt the lilow, lie cried out “O by Abs! 

0 kv Adnan ! 1 am ever the lover ol Ibla.” 

JNo soonei’ did the tribe of Maan behold Antar’s 
blow, than every ivuc v/ars seized with iear and dis- 
may. The whole live thousand made an attack \ikf:t 
the attatJ': of a singki man ; but Antar received tlicm 
as tlui parched ground receives th.e first of the rain, 
cxhlblllng to tlnrn his power and Jiis courage. His 
eye-balls were ha-ry red, and foam issued from tlic 
comers of Jiis !ij)s ; wherever he smote, he cleft tlie 
head; every ^ranior he assailed he annihilated ; and 
as the warriors still pressed on him, lie tore a rider 
from . the back of his horse, he heaved him oft 
high, and whirling him in the aiV, struck down a 
second with liini, and the two instantly expired. 
“ By thine eyes, 0 Ibla,” he cried, to day will 

1 desiKjy Jill this race/' Thus he proceeded 'until 
he tomfied l!ie warriors, and hurled them into w^e 
‘and disgrace, hewing off their arras and tlieir*joints. 
^ longtli tJie five thous^uid retreated from die 
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combat, for fear and terror bad completely shaken 
tlu'ni, and more tfian nine luindn^d liorslmen he h^jd 
slain, and gained an entire victory over lliem. 

Just as Antar liad nearly annihilated them, there* 
appeared a dost tliat darkened the ^J'hoIe land. In 
an Iiour it was; cleared, and there came forth a troop 
of henxjs ; at tlicir head was ;m liorsenian like an 
eagle, mounted on an horse that jiioved like a cloud. 
The rider was handsome, in the hlooiyi of y^nith, 
and every tongue cried out, ( ) l)v Abs ! O by 
Adnan ! Now this knight was IMallk, King Zb- 
heirs son. And lie wascomiiig in search ol* Antar, 
in consecpieiice ol* the affair that took place between 
Aiftar and his father, who, wluii lie demanded the 
rank and consideration of a son, wished to put him 
to death. Now Malik was expecting Antar the 
next day, but as be came not, be went and aecpiainted 
his father the King with all that bad ba])pened. 
Zobeir instantly sent for Shedad, who kissed the 
^ouiid. Why do you not grant An tar’s rctpiesi, 
and call him your son, as every one else does ? asked 
King Zoheir : Think you, Shedad, that amoiigst 
the .tribes of Calitan and Adrian there is a more in- 
trepid warrior than your son Antar, or a bolder heart 
than his ? O my Lord, answered Shedad, he is 
iyd^cd my son, and a part of my heart ; but niy 
broflier Malik said to me, if you acknowledge Antar 
as^ your son, I will abandon myself to the Arab 
tribes ; therefore, on accoint of nly brother Malik, 
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I have renounced him. Well, then, said Zoheir, I 
wjili have hiih return to his counfry in spite "of his 
foes. And he dispatcliied a slave to gain information 
and to follow him. He wilted until the slave re- 
turned, and to]d him that Antar had ass 9 ciated 
himself with Ghegadh, the Son of Nasbid, and at 
that moment he was, single handed, engaged with 
five thousand horsemen, and Nakid the son of Jul- 
ian. ^Malik wept. May 6c^, said he, prosper him, 
for he has devoted himself to death and destruction ; 
ni^ver will he fly or retreat; but by tlie life of my 
father King Zoheir, I must aid him, and if he is 
dead, never will I return till I have taken vengeance 
on his foes, and made his murderers drink of Ihe 
loathsome cup. He set out, and appeared as we 
have just mentioned, and rushed forward with his 
troops as we have described. 

But as soon as Malik and his people came for- 
\vard, and the men had recognized each other, 
^tar felt his power expanded, for at that moment 
|hejgi|emy .had^rcsolved^to slay his heroes. But at 
the iight of his friend Malik and his warriors, hk 
heart revived, and he exhibited the whole courage 
of his soul ; and he made a most desperate attack 
upon his ant^msts, and overwhelmed them in 
total ruin. 

When the tribe of Maan sftw Antdr's destructive 
force, and his sweeping blows, and that the Absians 
were come to hiscassistan^, their only resou^ was 
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flight, and retreat over the plains tad wilds; for 
they^aid to each other, When Antar’was alone, we 
could not resist him. What shall we do now, that the 
tribe of Abs and Adnan are come to, his aid ? So 
they took to flight and ran away in.confusion, whilst 
Antar and tlie tribe of* Abs having pursued them for 
three parasangs, returned for the scattered cattle and 
dispersed horses. Antar dismounted from Abjer, and 
running up to his friend Malik, wished to kiss his 
feet in the stirrup, but Malik would not permit him, 
and kissed him between the eyes, and rejoiced in his 
safety. And 'there was not one of the Absians but 
came up to Antar, and congratulated him on his 
victory and triumph. Antar thanked them. They 
halted there that night, and the next day they set 
out seeking their own country: Antar riding by the 
side of Malik, and relating to him all his adventures 
with Ghegadh and his companions, and how he ol>- 
tained his horse Abjer. Malik informed him of all 
that had passed between him and King Zobeuv 
how he had sent after his father Shedad, and had 
threatened him. Antar was glad, and foreboded 
weU, and felt convinced that his marriage might 
take place as long as King Zoheir was on his side ; 
so that his love for Ibla increased. They thus pro, 
ceeded on their journey till they came near to their 
homes ; whta * Antar s passion seizing him, he thus 
exclaime(l:^ 

T^hen the br^ies 'Mow f^^ Saaeji, 
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their' freshness cdms th^ of my love and 
transports. Let my tribe remember I hav^ pre- 
served their faith ; but they feel not my worth/ 
“ ana preserve not their engagements with me- 
Were there net a maid settled in the tents, why 
should I prefer tlicir society to abseijce ? Slimly 
made is slie, and the magic influence of her eye 
preserves the Ixjiies of a corpse from entering 
the tomb. The sun as it sets, turns towards her, 
“ and says. Darkness obscures the land, do thou rise 
“ in my absence ; and the brilliant moon calls out 
to her, Come forth, for thy face is like me when I 
am at the full, and in all my glory ! The Tama^ 
risk trees complain of her in the morn and the eve, 
and say, Away,.tliou waning beauty, thou foinn of 
the laurel ! She turns away abashed and throws 
aside her veil, and the roses are scattered from her 
soft fresh cheeks. She draws her ‘ ^iword from 
“ the glances of her eye-lashes, sharp and pene- 
‘^trating as the blade of her forefathers, and with 
it her eyes commit murder, though it be sheathed : 
isit not surprising that a sheathed sword should 
be k) sharp against its victims ! Graceful is every 
limb, slender her wsdst, love^^beaming are her 
“ glances, waving*^isrlier form. T|^e damsel^passes 
the night with musk under her veil, and iU frii- 
‘^^anceis increased by the still filler essence<)f 
iRer breath. The lustre c^: ;^ay spikes from 
er forehead,^ and by 
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curling ringlets, nigl^ ^ When 

she smiles, between her teeth is a mbisture com- 
‘i posed of wine, of rain, andjof honey. Her throat 
complains of the darkness of her necklaces. Alas! 
alas ! the effects of that throat ^nd that neck- 
lace! Will fortune cter, O daughter of Malik, 
eycr bless ine-with thy embrace, that would cure 
my heart of the sorrows of love ? If niy eye could 
see her baggage camefs, and her family, I would 
rub my cheeks on the hoofs of her camels. I will 
kiss the earth where thou art ; mayhap the fire of 
my love and cxtacy may be quenched. Shall 
“ diou and I ever meet as formerly on Mount 
Saadi ? or will the messenger come from thee to 
announce thy meeting, or will he relate that thou 
art in the land of Nejd? Shall w^e meet in the 
land of Shureba and Hima, and shall we live in 
joy and in happiness ? I am the well known Antar, 
the chief of his tribe, and I shall die : but when 
I am gone, history shall tell of me.” 

• Antar’s eloquence and intrepidity made the 
Prince’s heart bound with joy, for not an Arab 
amongst the ncighbouiing or distant tribes o^uld 
equal* him. Verily, said Malik, the spirit of God 
animates you, and inspires your mind ; for you 
have attained the’ full expression of words, and are 
perfect in rhym^s:;^ Thejr went on, passing over the 
wilds and the they approached their 

' own^countE^^ liiidi|c %pnt i^rword one of his 
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men to givemotice of his coming. The messenger 
preceded them^ and informed King Zoheir of th^ 
approach of his son, and of Ant^ the bold warrior, 
at which being greatly rejoiced, lie went out with all 
his noble comrades, except Rebia and Shas, to meet 
them : for these two were not pleased at the return 
oV Antar ; and Malik also, the father of Ibla, would 
not congratulate him. But Shedad mounted wnth 
King Zoheir, and went to meet Antar, for his entrails 
yearned after him. They went out thus, and did not 
stop till they met the Prince and Antar ; and when 
they came near, Antar dismounted, and hastening 
towards him, kissed the hand of King Zoheir. But 
the King bent down towards him and kissed him 
between the eyes, and congratulated him on his 
safety. Think you, O Antar, said he, that we have 
forgotten you since you quitted us in anger? 
Could our homes give us any pleasure when thou 
wert absent, and hadst abandoned thy country ? 

O King, replied Antar, having .kissed the King’s 
feet, thou whose command is obeyed among the 
whole nation of Arabs, O high minded Prince ! I 
sw^r by your unbounded generosity and your noble . 
mind, my departure was not the effect of passion ; 

I am but a lowly slave and dependant ; I did indeed 
depart the night I had been widJ^your maj(festy, for 
my tongue had swerved from the road of propriety 
with my father; my’ ambition aimed at impossi- 
bilities, and I demanded what in fact only a^ fool" 
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would, have demanded. As soon as»I was safe 
Jfom his vengeance, and his kindness and favour 
were withdrawn from me, I could not, after such a 
fault, do otherwise than change my home ; till at 
last my lord Malik interested himself so much about 
me, and delivered me from death and perditions^ he 
has also informed me what interest you have tak<M 
in me : so that my situation is improved, and I am 
reconciled to my master Shedad ; and you hav« 
loaded me with obligations, mountains could not 
sustain. May you ever be under the protection of 
God ! Thus Antar went on talking with the King, 
when, Shedad* coming up tohim, Antar ran towards 
him and kissed his feet in the stirrup, thus saying; 

« O my Lord, I am come begging forgiveness ; 

the slave is come like a #iminal ; the sword and 

warhorse would fail, should presumption ever 
“ bear sway.” 

When Shedad heard these words, and saw his 
humility, and considjered all he had done, and his 
wonderful intrepidity, and truly Arabian nobleness 
of soul ; all his affections were excited, and his eyes 
almost shed tears as he said in his heart, may, God 
curse every one who from this day forward would 
renounce him, and may the sword despoil his life ! 
Pe, kissed him 'between the eyes, and Antar walked 
Uefbre his father, after he had saluted his uncles, 
and his relatibns. The whole tribe of Abs were 
astonished at his noble <\pnduct and courage, and 
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they said on^ to atiothdryjNo QJtP possesses what his 
mastei^ possess. 

Now Antar felt no unworthy, thought of fear 
•respecting his father or his uncles, and only the 
passion that humbles warriors, humbled him. 
Alhli] presented the pliiniter to his father, and 
pressed Jiim to accept it; and he divided the fcuirasses, 
and armour, and horses, and coats of mail among 
tl*e tribe of Abs who were with him at first. But 
King Zoheir took Aminia to his own tent, saying. 
This is a Princess, and the daughter of a King, it is 
not proper that she should* be bought and sold. 
Thus they all departed home after Uie King had 
made up matters between Antar and his family and 
relations, and recommended him to their kindness. 
The King soon after h^d from Antar an account 
of all his adventures, and how he liad obtained his 
horse Abjer. And when he looked at him he was 
cpiite siu^prised at his qualities, and he said to his 
son Malik, This horse has been made for no one 
but Antar. And from that day he was surnamed 
Aboolfawaris. 

No^v Ibla's father addressed bis son, saying ; My 
son, verily death would be preferg.ble to this state 
of things ; how is^it that this slave of ours^ one 
we employed in tending oui^ flocks, is npw^ 
raised far in dignity above us with our King ? And 
this it is that makes him so presumptuous with us 
ai^j^our sister lb}a, and ^us will our honour be 
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debased. There nothing else to be done, said 
Amroo, but to marry irijr sister Ibla to pnc who can 
protect her against him, and then let us depart from 
this land ; for King Zoheir and his sons are strong 
in his favour. But, said his father, O my son, must 
wc leave this slave safe^nd well? Mo, by the^faith 
of an Ara|;i we must contrive his- death. So they 
all retired to their tents, and were united to their 
families. 

Now Antar came to his mother ZebceBa. Why, 
my son, said she, do you not by my side tend the 
flocks and the camels It would be more agreeable 
to my heart than all this intrepidity and boldness, 
which every day expose your life to perils and 
dangers. Antar smiled at her sayings ; O mother, 
he replied, thou shalt sec in^thy son Antar what shall 
be registered and recorded. 

Antar gave away to his fatlier and his uncles all 
tlie plunder hc*hacl obtained ; though this was not 
his own idea, but at the instigation of Prince Ma- 
lik. This Prince, when tjicy were all establislied 
in their tents, related to his father and his brothers, 
all he had seen Antar perform, and his undaunted 
conduct. The King took great pleasure in what he 
told of Antar, and being very desirous of hearing 
all he^ said liotW in verse and prose, ordered Antar 
ihtrf his presence^ and as soon as he arrived, he 
made obeisance, and prayed for a continuance of 
hift power and beneficence. Zoheir and his sons 
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welcomed him, and the King made him sit down 
by him, and supplied hina v 4 th wine ; and his kind- 
, ness for him increased. Aboolfawaris, said he, 
.1 wish to hear from yourself, the account of your 
expedition, and what happened to you, with your 
comr^es, for ihy son Malik has related some of 
3^Qur hardy deeds,, and has repeated some of your 
poetry ; but there is no reporter of words and acts 
li^e the actor himself. Upon that, Anlar commenced 
and told them all that occurred with Ghegadh and 
his comrades, how he happened to associate with 
them, and how he agreed to their proposal of giv- 
ing him half of all they should gain, and how thej' 
wished^ to kill him for buying the horse Abjer, 
and how they gave up their design on hearing his 
verses and discourse. Will you, said King Zohclr, 
let us hear the verses you made on your mistress 
'Ibla, when you £ame nigh home ? 

When the breezes blow fronl Mount Saadi, 
their freshness cools the fire of my love and my 
. “ transport.” And he pontinued the repetition, till 
he came to this part, She is elegantly formed, 
and the soft ma^c of her eyes would arrest the 
“ bones of a cor]!>se from , entering the tomb.” 

When Antar had finished, the Kind’s astonish- 
iTient and delight were unbounded dt his eloquence ; 
and he turned towards his brother Asyed, and Said, 
O my brother, I wish you would pay attention to 
^kOtar, and write down 9II he says, that we may 
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be reckoned amongst die most cloqu9nt Arabs for 
poetry and propriety of conduct. They continued to, 
drink their wine, and the hours passed in mirth and 
pleasure. But when Shas saw.that his father became 
so exceedingly kind tQ Antar, his* agony and dis- 
tress of mind increased, and from the excess of»his 
indignation liis heart was near bursting ; however 
he resisted till Antar accidentally left the tent &r 
a while. When Shas being alone, turned round to 
his father ; indeed, iny father, said he, this black 
slave, tlys baseborn, has brought indelible shame 
upon us, and it is all on account of his love of 
Ibla, the daughter of Malik ; and you also approve 
his conduct ; but verily the wliole tribe will be 
s]|pcked with his wickedness *when they hear his 
verses. 

The King was exceedingly angify, and wrath ap- 
peared in his countenance. My son, said he, what 
say’st thou ? Who is able to thwart the decrees ot 
Providence ? Perhaps God has resolved to testify 
in him his divine favours ! And know, my son, the 
most, ignorant of men. is an envious man. Now 
Aiitar just then entered, and as he had overheard 
all thfir conversation, he thus spoke : — 

‘‘ This iiamejis for Ibla, O my friend, licr lustre 
‘^illumines the darkest night. She blazes — her 
form is in my heart, and the fire of love is in my 
“ ^ul. Her gently waving fori^j has kindled it 
like the branches whose motion refreshes th^ 
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breeze, l^cr breath diffuses a lively odourj and 
^ in her perfumes I pass the night in paradise; 
She is a maid whose breath is^ sweeter than 
‘‘ honey, whenever she sips the juice of the grape. 
“ When I tastd a coolness f^pm her lips, slie leaves 
in my mouth a hot burning flame. "I he moon 
** has stolen her charms, and the antelope has bor- 
‘J^rowed the magic of her eyes. O grant me thy 
‘‘ embrace, O light of my eyes, and save me from 
thy absence, and mine own griefs. Be just, if thou 
“ wishest, pr persecute me ; for in thee is my para- 
dise, and in thee is my hell. No happines's is 
there for me in my troubles, but my lord, who is 
‘‘ called the generous Zoheir. Wherever he goes, 
“ death anticipates Ijim ; and he destroys his foes 
fore he meets thehi. Let them not abuse him if he 
‘‘ aid a solitary creature, who spends the live-long 
night without sleep, and in tears. He is my sup- 
|X)rt and stay against those who, when they see my 
exaltation, would trouble me the more. He is a 
King to whose name Princes shall bow, and shall 
point at him to pay thejr homage. He is, the 
asylum of all who refer to him to dissipate their 
sorrows, as he relieves my griefs. May fortune 
never deprive me of my King ! May he ever live 
in the purest joy and felicity !” 

The King was so pleased with Antar, that he said, 
QiAboolfawarii^ whatever I can give you for yqpr 
[^try will be an insufficient return; even were I 
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to give all I possess ; for iny property j\ull pass away 
•as if it had never been, but thy praises will endure 
for ever. So he presented him two virgin slaves, 
beautiful as moons, and two rows of large jewels, 
and some perfumes, Sii|ying, Aboolfawaris, you have 
often iTKmtioned me in your poetry ; it would be 
disgraceful in me to let you go away from me unre- 
warded, so calm thy heart and cheer thine eye ; fijc 
by the faith of an Arab, I will not be separated 
from you until you 'obtain every thing you wish, 
and accomplish all your desires. Did you belong to 
me, I would admit you*to my rank and connections, 
in spite of the blame the Arabs might heap 
on me. 

i Shas could not endure this, and rose up and 
quitted the place, but Antar remained drinking with 
the King till the evening, when he arose, and his 
hand was in the hand of Prince Malik ; and they all 
departed from the tents, and went their way each to 
his own dwelling. Antar did not stop till he reached 
the habitations of the family of Carad, where he 
perceived a very strong light : he understood it not. 
but he went towards it and entered his motlier’ 
tent, and asked wfhat was the reason of this light a 
such >in hour. jKnow, my son, said she, the men o: 
thecamp are absent ; they are gone with your master 
Sh^ad, and with him are also ten horsemen after 
tl^p cattle, in order that they may rejease tlicm from 
some Arabs ; and the women arc watching to this 
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hour in the expectation of seeing you, that you may 
^relate to tliem all that has happened to you in your* 
expeditions ; and ll)la the daughter of Malik is more 
deliglited than any of them. 

When Antar ‘heard the words of bis mother, he 
joyed in his heart, and a smile Jiglited up his coun- 
tenance. So lie immediately arose and sought the 
dwellings of liis uncles, and entered the womens’’ 
apartments. As soon as tliey saw him tjiey arose 
and received him, and saluted him. Semeeali kissed 
him. O Antar, said she, you have been with the 
King from tlie beginning pf the day, and we are 
sitting up on your account. O my mistress, said 
Antar, I knew nothing of it, but bad I known it, I 
would not I lave tarried, had my legs been even tied 
and fettereil ; and he thus addressed them ; 

Darkness hovers over, and my tears stream down 
in CO] nous torrents.^ I conceal my love and com- 
plain to no one. I pass the night, regarding the 
“ stars of night in my dislKiction,and the. tears rush 
“ violently from my eyes like a hail storn^ Ask 
“ the nifflit of me, and It will tell thee that I am 
“ indeed the ally of sorrow and anguish. I Jive. 

desolate, there is no one like me ; a lover without 
‘^ friends or a companion ! I am tjje friend pf sor- 
row and desire. I am o’erwhelmcd by thcm,(and 
^ I am worn out with patience and trials in my 
“ g^ef # I complain to God of my afflictions and ^py 
i : and to no one elle do I comnlain.” 
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I j3la heard these verses, alid perceived his tears and 
distress and liis sorrow ; she pitied him ; and as she 
remarked the violenpc of his tears, they interceded 
greatly for him, for she loved him f()r his courage and 
his eloquence ; and as she noticed him with the flat- 
tering soothing expressions, — AVliere, said she, is my 
ghare of the plunder; or am I now of no consequence 
or value to thee ? At tliese woixls the sight of her 
beauty and loveliness overpowered hifii. O my mis- 
tress, eried he, by the light of thine eyes and tlic black 
of thine eyebrows, to me tjic most sacr(?d of oaths, 
thy slave Antar has obtained of pluiuler neither a 
small nor a large portion, but the whole I have 
given to thy father and thy uncles. So lie presented 
her the two slave girls and the two strings o(‘ jewels 
that King Zoheir had given him ; and he added — 
the perfumes thou hast no occasion for ; thy breath 
is more delidious and more Heavenly ; thy perfume 
is sweeter and more luscious. So he divided the 
perfumes between the wives of his lather and his 
uncles^ And to his questions about his father and 
his tfhclcs, whither they were gone ? 

Kn jw. Alltar, said Semceah, that your master told 
"us that there is a horseman of Yemen, called Kais, 
the spn gf Dib^an, and he is a hhrseman of the land 
gf .Yemen, and under liis subjection are the lands 
of Senaa and Aden ; he has at this time invaded the 
Ij^d of Hejaz with forty horsemen: he i^now on his 
return, and with hihi an #mmensc?plimder, and he is 
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seeking his own country.^ She^ad enquired of the 
pea^nts who gave him this information, where Kais 
Vas to^ rest this night and sleep : they told him at ’ 
the lake of Jarce, in the country of Doom. Then said 
Shedad, by the f^ith of an Arab, I will go against 
him in the dark, and will atdlck him and take his 
pludder from him, and will retluce him to shame and 
disgrace ; and if there should be a thousand horse- 
jiiien, I will not permit the tribe of Cahtan to escape 
with plunder taken from the land of Abs and 
Adnan. He accordingly mounted, and took with 
him ten horsonum, and lie set out to follow their 
track.” 

When Antar heard this, he got up without delay, 
and kissing the mother of Ibla, and also Ibla be- 
tween the eyes — this is the kiss of farewell, said he, 
f or I know not when we shall meet again : and having 
eased his heart by gating upon her, hetreturned to 
his mother, and put on his armour and his cuirass : 
he mounted his horse, and taking Shiboob with 
him, he departed in quest of his father and his 
uncles. And when they had advanced some way, 
laid Shiboob to him — O my broth^Tj a female 
slave of my master Shedad said to me— Tell your 
: brother Antar to bei on his guard against his father 
^Shedad and his 'uncles, for they have resolv^pn 
V to death. This Ibla heard from Ker 

hiother Amroo and her father Malik, and told Se- 
meeah, and directed her warn you of it : now i 



have told you be on^our guard.” 5.un on, fatbei- 
of the winds ! was Antar’s reply. He urged for- 
•ward Abjer and they went on for some timte till it** 
became very hot, when a horseman met them 
eoming from the centre of the plain. Antar marked 
him, and behold he wfts one of the men that had 
accompanied Shedad, and he was covered with 
wounds. When they came nearer to him, said 
Antar, Where is the plunder ? O Aboolfawa^k 
be replied, I have got these wounds which you 
see in my body on account qf it, for truly we sallied 
out with your master Shedad at night-fall, that we 
might overtake Kais, the son of Dibgan, and when 
we came up with him, we saw him carefully 
guarding his spoil. As soon as. he perceived us 
he started up, he shouted out and assaulted us with 
the vehemence of a lion ; first he speared me, then 
after me your father Shedad ; I have returned to 
seek you and bring you ; so if you wish to overtake 
them, make haste, and if you rescue them ’twill be 
noble of you. 

By the faith of ah Arab, exclaimed Antar, never 
will I return till I have destroyed the whole party 
with my sword, and have liberated my father and 
lay uncles ; and I will not rptum. but with the 
whole plundei^ before me ; so away home, and I will 
revenge you. Aboolfawaris, lie replied, I am* not 
able to retain my seat on the back of my horse. So 
Xntar ordered Sliiboob Jo placeihim by the side of 
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a pool of wat^. Shiboob caine to him and placed 
him by the side of tlie Iake,^nd tied up his horse, 
u where .they quitted him, and proceeded over the 
plains and deserts until the day closed, when they 
came up with Kais and his prisoners that were 
inarching before him, Kais following them with his 
comrades. As soon as Antar saw his father and his 
uncles tied across* their horses, he indeed knew not 
ifaen the heavens from the earth, and he gave a 
shout that made the mountains tremble. Ye 
ignoble dastards ! Quitj’^our plunder. Come on ! 
Slaughter is the word ^ 

No sooner heard Kais the shout of Antar, than 
he was alarmed and confounded ; he pricked on his 
horse, and turned round upon Antar ; but Antar 
cried out to him — Sou of Dibgan, who hast urged 
thee against the warriors of Abs and Adnaii, whom 
none shall attack but the eagles shall devour his 
flesh ? Thou vilest of Negroes, cried Kais, thou 
shalt soon see that I am a man not to be wearied in 
the contest of spears ; and as he fell on Antar like the 
fall of fate and destiny, he thus burst forth — 

I am renowned in every nation for the thrust 
of the spear and the blow of the sword. l am the 
‘^destroyer of hor^men with the lance, when thjif 
spears are interwoven under the*' dust. £[ow 
. contests have I waged on the day of battle, 
v h g>^ terrors would turn grey ’ the. head of 
Long 9go hay^ 'I drunk the blood o(' 
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horsemen, with whii^h they fed me Ijefore I was 
weaned. This day will I prove my words whW 
tlie blood streams from my sword. This foul ^ 
wretch I will slay with the edge of my sword, that 
cleaves through the flesh before die bones. His 
dwellings shall this eve be found waste and des^ 
late, and I will not swtfrve from my word : his body 
shall lie on the deserts, cut down^ and his face 
thou may’st see gTovelliiig in the dust.'*’ 

As soon as Antar heard tliis speech of Kais, 
sou of Dibgan, Silence, said he, may thy mother 
bewail thee ! and thus he replied to him. 

Verily, thy spirit has urged thee to abuse me, 
and thou hast spoken the words of a vile dastard : 
thou art ignorant of my exploits in every battle, 
‘‘ from the land of Irak to the sacred shrine : thou 
shalt liave no time to reply, no justice but the 
sword ; for ignorance among mankind is a trait 
“ that conducts the ignorant to their death. This 
is the scene of conflict, and in it doubtless will be 
proved the skill of the coward and the base-born. 
Let him » repent wlio has only sliewn his vanity, 
“ andjet him prefer fliglit to resistance. I am Antar, 
and my name is far spread for the thrust of* my 
“ sjxjar ^nd the b^ow of my sword."* 

’ ^*^ben Antar had finished, equally impetuous was 
his asSault : he drew forth his scimitiir, and struck 
him |)etween the eyes, and split his helmet and watl- 
ding, and his sword workdfl down to his thiglu^. 
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down even to the back of the^horse; and he cried 
out-^Thou wretch^ I will not be controuled — I am 
^ still tHe lover of Ibla. ^hus Kais and his horse/efll 
down, cut into four pieces ! 

When Shedfid and Malik and his son Amroo 

f' 

saw what Antar had done, they trembled and 
were afraid, and from thSt day a dread of Antar 
^lled their hearts. But Antar rushed amongst thei 
remainder like a devouring lion. When the tribe 
of Dibgan perceived the force of Antar’s blows, and 
how he overthrew their chief, and split him and his 
horse into four pieces, they wheeled about their 
horses and fled. Antar pursued them, and having 
slain twenty of their men, returned. He roared 
even as a lion in his wrath ;--he took p>ssession of 
the plunder ; he released his father, his unclcl$, and 
the other horsemen, and they all rejoiced in their 
delivery, except Malik and Amroo his son, who said: 
— Oh I that wc bad fallen by the sword, rather 
than be rescued by Antar, the slave of Shedad ! 
But they concealed their anguish, and appeared to 
be stout of heart, and thankful to Antar, though, in 
fact, their galls burst with spite. They droije for- 
ward the plunder, and returned seeking their own 
country, whilstT Antar embrace^ his father -and 
uncles, and thus spoke. 

As I approach my friends, my transports in- 
crease, and on their account my cheeks are 
bedewed with tears. * This dav I march towards 



139 


*Uhem, and I am surrounded by the -chiefs of my 
tribe. I have slain the son of Dibgan^ a lion in 
‘‘battle, and with my Indian scimitar I liave curM 
“ my pains. I have engaged to cleanse their hearts 
“ from sorrow. I have^ rescued my» tribe, and that 
“ is my dearest reward. My companion, whenever 
“ I march by night, is niy sword and my spear; and 
“ the Daemons of the earth dread my vehemence. 
“ O Ibla, liow many liorsemen have I raised up on 
“ my double-edged cleaving scimitar in my strength ! 
“ O Ibla, how many horseman, in the midst of the 
“ war throng, as soon as I come, fling away their 
“ arms in fear of me ! Ask every lion hero of my 
“exploits; they will tell thee every lion is terrified 
“at my violence. My tribe abuse me that I am 
“ black ; but my deeds in battle .are fairer than the 
“ dawn. If I wish, I will seize whole countries 
“ and subjugate them, and all the princes of the 
“ earth are^’within my grasp.” 

Thus they travelled on till they came to the pool 
near which ‘Shiboob left the wounded man, and they 
perceived that he was dead ; they were exceedingly 
vexed. Verily, said Shedad, we have lost horsemen 
more valuable than the plunder I 

JJow^that jilain^was very extensiVe, and as ev^n- 
inigwas advancing, they halted till midnight, and 
then . 'departed, seeking their own country, where 
they^jtoived in the morning: and they met King 
Zoheir at the lake of Zatc^Ursad,! and, with him 
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were his spii\s, and Rebia son of Zeead. As sdon as 
th^y. saw the King, they hastened to him, and sala- 
r laid the plunder before him, and told him 

wtiat Antar liad done, lio\v he had joined tjiem, and 
liberated them from misery ^nd destruction, and had 
slain Kais, and dispersed part of the tribe of Cah- 
tan. Confer this gre^at obligation then, on thy son, 
Jie so longs for, said Zoheir to Shedad, that you may 
be rewarded by his great actions, and lie ennobled 
by his sword to after generations- 

Rebia, Shas, and Malik, Ibla’s father, and his son • 
Amroo, were greatly enraged at this ; but Prince 
Malik, the friend of Antar, rejoiced. 

He then divided the spoil in ecpial portions, but 
out of respect for Antar Avoiild not take even a 
halter.# And Antar immediately presented the 
whole of it to his father and his ulicles ; and all the 
tribe of Abs were astonished at Iiis noble conduct 
and filial love. Zoheir sacrificed camelsirand sheep, 
and ordered a feast to be prcpai’ed, and as they atg, 
and drank, King Zgheir turned towards Antar and 
said, recite, Aboolfawaris, some of thy verses ; and 
he thus complied, 

“ May fortune bring thee every wish of thy heart, 
live in jieacc, for every result will seegye thy 
comfort ? This is the lake whose residence* tjffeou 
hast sweetened; and wrere it not for thee, its 
rain fraught jvith exhalations would not fall y,pon « 
US. Thou art pre^nt, and all its herbs are. 
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green or yellow, and all their wonders ^and charms 
arc expanded* before us. The breeze of musk 
wafts tlie essence of its flowers, and it smiles from 
“ east tOgjyest. O’ then, let us doit ample justice 
with wine ; let us mix it til! its banks o’erflow. 
Let us drink with thee out of cups of joy, ar\d 
let us hold up thy train,, thou lord of honor ! 
Thy countenance is decked in smiles, laughter 
lives in thy teeth, and tliere is a sword whose 
blows draw the blood of thy foes. O do not 
then reproach me if I weep for Ilirna, when I 
call to mind the friends that dwell there, and its 
neighbours. In my heart is an ever burning 
‘‘ flame, but I am ever in alarm about these dear 
warriors and these tents. Over tlje extent of the 
“ waste are marvellously rlcli canopies, and the 
wliole is ornauiented with fine curtains of Grecian 
velvet, painted with every surprising form, that I 
am ama:5ed at their starry hrilliancy. My heart 
was in agony the day they quitted Hima, but it 
soon returned to hail its royal master. Should it 
be said amongst the people — Who is the most 
determined hero ? What youth is ennobled high 
“ o’er the rest ? We will say it is Zohelr, illustrious 
in hj;s birth, tpwering above aft men, who can 
“ j^ewr attain his eminence. His exploits avert 
“ from us the obscurity of night, and all i» 
li^ininous, so that his star is one mass of onyx. 
‘VMay he ever succeed in^ every enterprize; maj* 



42 


These vefses delighted the King. May (3^ 
never, i’enounce thy mouth, or maif do thee hann, 
said he." By the faith of an Arab, thou art one oi 
the wonders of the world ; and he continued tc 
praise and thank him ; whe^ lo ! a great dust arose, 
and there appeared a hundred horsemen, all clothed 
in steel, headed by a Kniglit like a lofty date 
Jree on an elephant, on his head was a turban of 
Kuiian cloth, and over him a painted mantle of 
Grecian fabric ; beneath him was an Arabian steed ; 
they came down towards the lake, and when they ' 
reached it, the formost rank stopjied short, and 
their leader dismounted, and presented himself 
before King Zoheir, bowing before him. His tears 
began to flow, and with a heart rent with anguish 
he thus addressed him. 

* O thou, the defender and protector, be my 
“ defence and support against mine enemies. Thou 
art the defender of orphans, and thy beneficence 
“ heals the wounded spirit. Fortune has over-^ 
whelmed me, my bosom bursts, and my soul is 
‘Vfull of grief. A pei'fidious minded oppressor has 
overpowered us with his strength, and • has 
^‘ violated our virgins. Wherever he goes, death 
“ precedes him, ^o he destroys his foes be^re he 
“ presents himself. Protect us from his violex^ 
before dl; our women are dr^ged prisoners by; 
thrir bmr.’ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The suppliant had not finished his intreaties, ere 
Prince Malik sprung towards him, and throwing his 
jgrms round his neck, O hiy brother, said he, may , 
God never permit thy eyes to weep ! What is it 
that has called forth thy grief ? Now this suppliant ^ 
was Prince Malik’s foster-brother, and his name was 
Hassan thd Mazinite. The King had taken the 
mother of this youth a prisoner from the tribe of 
Maziu ; he was an infant at her breavSt, and as his 
father was slain in the affair, King Zoheir carried 
her away, and as Temadliur had just then brought 
forth Prince Malik, she consigned her ^hild to 
her, desiring her ' to suckle the infant with her own 
^hild. So she remained with her a long time, and 
suckled and weaned her son and Prince Malik 
together, till her sister, who had heai’d of her, came 
to her and pressed her exceedingly to return home. 
She asked permission Temadhur, who granted 
it,i anikgave her and hbr sister many very valuable 
proscftits. She then departed with her sister for her 
native fend, and employee^ herself in educating her 
soii^ Hassan, until he grew upland his limbs 
'^‘♦rengthened, for in him was the essence of. th<? 
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noble tribe yf Mazin. And he became a blazing 
flame^ and a fiery thunderbolt, and the tribe of 
Mazin loved him for his. courage, and they made 
him the protector of their land. ' 

V And *Hassai/s sudden aiyival at King Zpheir^s 
tent was occasioned by the following circumstance. 
Hassaii liad a material uncle, whose ^name was 
Nedjcm the Mazinitc, and he had a daughter per- 
fectly beautiful and lovely, and her form was symme- 
try itself. Hassan was in love with her, but he was 
never able to address her. till a man of the name of 
AwOf the son of Alkem, of the tribe of Terjein, pre- 
sented himself one day to his uncle. Ife was also a 
renowned horseman, and a valiant hero, rich in 
property and cattle. And when he came, his uncle 
invited him to a feast, and slew camels and sheep, 
and poured out wine for him ; and when the liquor 
began tift play about the head of Awef, he threw 
liimself at his feet, and demanded *his daughter, and 
won him by his wealth and riches. Hassaii was^ 
present, and wlien he perceived that if he remained 
silent, his cousin would be betrothed to another, he 
started up and eagerly exclaimed : 0 my uncle, do 
not marry thy daughter to this man^ for I adi to be 
preferred to himW account of my rank an^ consi- 
deration: never will I permit the daughter of iby 
uncle to quit her tent fora stranger’s, were my limbs to 
be tom asunder J Ignobft wretch, cifed Awef, ^st 
^u presume^o address, where I have already put 
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for thou art numbeired* amonsrst the 
herd of orphans.* 

V W mine 'unde*s tent ^fteplied 

Hassan, I would soon tear off thy head, and silence 
thy exist^e. And if thou woulckt boast of thy 
Wealth, know, that all the property of the Arabs Js 
mine, and in the grasp of my hand; and if thou 
wouldst dotnineer over me with thy courage, come, 
let us to the field I that I may make an example of 
thee amongst the horsemen. 

At these words the light bcx^ame dark in the eyes 
of Awef; he instantly sprang on his horse’s back, and 
Hatsan did the same; and they both rushed to the 
plain, and dashed at each other, and the earth 
quivered under the feet of their horses, and all the 
tribe of Mazin sallied out in order to see what might 
be the result of the battle and contention Naecma, 
the daughter of Nedjini, was there with many other 
women. And when Hassan observed his cousin, 
and that she was viewing the engagement, he 
instantly seized his antagonist and grappled him, 
and pressing him hard, stopped all means of escape ; 
then catching hold of the rings of his coat of mail, 
he $ made him his prisoner, dashed him on .the 
ground, and almost smash^ him 'ito atoms, v He 
instantly dismounted to cut off his head ; bui his 

;yQttng orphans did not inherit at the death of their fathers; all 
^rop^ longed to the tribe ; as th|j had not labouted. they bad 
not nitSted. ' 



uncl^;.^ let 

hmi accept of wiy intercession^ for he has eaiten 

o£ meat and been under my protection. So 

Hassaii ddmitted his uncle’s interference, and par- 
doned him. quitted the tribe of^azin, for 

shame and mortification overwhelmed him ; and the 
event spread among the Arab tribes, and every 
one stood in awe of Hassan. 

About that time a female slave came to Hassau. 
Your uncle, said she, has been just saying to his 
wife. Verily Hassan is a valiant and a brave fellow, 
l]jjit: .he has not wherewithal to keep up an establish- 
ment, and I fear*, should I g^ve him ray daughter, 
she will be reduced to pejiury and difficulties with 
him. As soon as ^Hassan heard this, he assembled 


all the men in whom he could, confide, and took 
them away, aod he went in search of plunder from 
some of the Arab hordes. 

. jjjp- ♦ • 

Now, among the Arab tribes of Cahtan, there 
yrsa a ]King whose name was Oosak, and he was one 


of ^ thousand warriors pf that penod of ignoraned^ 
whb could engage a thousand heroes at once. lie 


had at his command an intrepid army ; bat a&mine 

and his anmes, (and attacked die bf tl^ 

sMazin, amongst whom he settled. And ith2|p^hed 
liat as hetode out onc^ day, and was amuang biinsblf 
by the skrb^ wd foundt^ till 

he cam^to a %Mol oftwater, when itjiappe^ 



tlim is for ixik^ 

reireiEit or escape, tHat in that day fNaeema, the 
daughter Ifassan's uncle (who with her iriends 
was gone to procure a dower for her) came also to 
{ the lake* Oosak, as he looked at her and the 
young girls employed in their games and amuse- 
V^ents, distinguished Naeema, for her face was bril- 
liant like the moon when it is full ; and as she was 
smiling, with her teeth like rows of pearls, and a$ 
the weight of her haunches prevented her from 
Standing up, Oosak was quite surprised, and his 
senses failed him. But the women turning towards 
him .perceived Oosak looking at them, so they all 
surrounded Naeema. O brother Arab, they ex- 
claimed, are you not ashamed of this action, thus to 
come and stare at the daughters of warriors? 

Oosak smiled and laoghed at what th^ said, 
and called out to an old woman who was with them, 
and asked her al)out tlie damsel. Whose daughter 
is she ? Whether she was a virgin or a married 
jvdman ? This is Naeema, the daughter of Nedjim, 
said she, and is unmarried, \V hen Oosak heard 
this, his love and |:assion increased. He staid quiet 
that hight, but is soon as the day dawned, he sent 
to Nedjiin to d^^ his daughter in marriage. 
But N^djern refused him, saying— Verily, I have 
but dfie daughter, gpd have affianced her to my ne- 
phe;^ Hassan, who is now ohiin expeditioj, seeking 
adbij^ for her, 1 cannot tlierefi>re4ispose of her^ 
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for he IS a hot put up with 

such an aflinyfit, and al^ a maii of a harsh disposition. 
The messenger reported this to Oosak, wlip swore 
in his wratl^ that he would not take her but as a 
qaptive, and that he would pour down death and 
destruction on tfie whole trite of Mazin. 

•About that time arrived Hassan, bringing with 
him immdnse wealth ; and as soon as he approached 
the dwelling, he gave his uncle the marriage pre- 
sent for his daughter. He also made a partition 
amongst the warriors ^of the tribe, and put aside five 
hundred camels for the marriage feast, and be- 
sought his uncle to have the ceremony performed* 
His uncle then informed him what Oosak had done, 
how he had demanded his daughter, and how 
he had refused him. On hearing this the light 
bccamc^^ark in the eyes of Hassan. If Oosak dares 
to molest me, said he, I will tear out his lips 
and crush hifn to pieces, and I will drive him out of 
our land, even against his ^vill. I will, repair to 
King Zoheir, and will relate the affair to him, and. 
then will I come upon him with th^ warriors of 
tlie tribes of Abs andAdnan, Avho heed not even 
Ghosroe Nushirvan. 

Thus Hassan calmed the mind of his uncle, and 
they made ready^ the marriage ceremony, and* sacri- 
ficed the camels and the sheep, a|}d poured oiif the 
Twine ; ani^ seven days they continued in mirth and 
jollity ; but on the eighth day, as they were adorivng 
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the bride with jewels were about to 

wed her to Hassan, intelligence reach<}d them that 
Oosak had resolved to make all the women his 
slaves, plunder their property, and slay the men. 

On hearing this, •Hassan stood in front of his 
party, as they were consulting whal was to be done. 
Hassan, said they, we are not able to coniond 
with Oosak, for he lias assembled all the tribe 
of Calitan, and there comes with him the tribe of . 
Zerker, and the tribe of Anka ; and he has sent -to 
Masood, the son of Moosad the Kelbian, and with 
him also is Awet^ Avhom you made prisoner, and 
whose hair you cut oft*; and we have not that con- 
^dcnce in ourselves to suppose that our nieans can 
resist such accumulated forces. Upon this Hassan 
went to his uncle. Uncle, said he, have patience 
with me for ten days, and I will shew you what I 
will do with those haughty boasters. 

So he took with him an hundred horsemen, and 
went his way till he reached the lake of Zatool Irsad, 
and on seeing King Zoheir, he told him what we 
have now related as the cause of his anniiig. Antar 
was present and heard all that , had happened to 
Hussan, anc^iiheing much interested about him, he 
instantly arose and kissing the King’s hand — O my 
lord> he cried, let ,me be dejfcitcd by you for 
•this service ; let^me go with Hassan, and I will ^e- 
otroy his enemy* Go, ifty son, cried Zoheix to 
go to the assistailce of your lirother, and 



im 

take witb 

and Antar ai^ong the rest, and retuni nbt ^ 
have blotted out every vestige of Oosak, 

The Xing then ordered the dinner to he prepared ' 
IbrHassan and his companions, whilst Malik , was 
employed , in getting ready^ for the expedition^ 
and .chose from the tribe a thousand experienced 
wamors ; and iit three days Hassan and his asso* 
ciates all mounted their horses with Prince Malik, 
and Antar the impetuous horseman, and Shiljoob as 
his attendant ; and Hassan w^as the happiest of men 
in the assistance of the tribe of Abs. Thus >tliev 
marched on, clad in steel, and their bright cuirasses 
sparkled on their bodies. And as they rode, said 
Malik to Antar — O Aboolfawaris, recite to lis some 
of thy verses. Willingly, my Lord, he replied ; and 
thus spoke: — 

I lust after the blows of the cleaving scimitars, 
and I idolize the thrusts of the well made spears. 

I long for the cups of death, when they are pure, 
and they circle round the heads of the illustrious 
br^ve. It is the blow and the thrust when the 
‘V horses stumble among the death-bearing lances, 
and the armies are in confusion, ||iat please me 
** under the shades of the dust, like^tbe wings of 
‘V darkness, as thu ■ coursers 'storm over the earth, 
*^^the barbs of the laifces plunger into obscurity^ 

^ stort from it like the sparklm^^ . Paulchions, 
gleam in it in every directiem, like the flashes of 
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O by thy li£e^ 

hianour^andi^lory, and emineiieej an^ the acoom- 
plishment of hopes, and exaltation of fame are foe 
himxwho rushes into the combat magnaniniously, 
where alone in the height of glory are the highest 
honours. Let him tlirust among the warriors and 
tlie chiefs with a heart unmoved in the fall of sword 
blows. Let him brandish furiously his sabre aiid 
spear in the boldness of his spirit, undaunted 
at calamities. Let him do justice to the lance of 
Cahtan in the contest, and let him stretch fenrth 
proudly his shoulders with the edge of the sei- 
mitar. Otherwise, let him 'lead a contemptible 
life in ignominy^ and when he dies, his friends 
will not mourn over him. The beauteous virgins 
will not weep in anguish for any but the 
horsemen noble in the hour of trial. I am the 
hero well known in the field of battle, and I am 
the eager knight amongst my relations. I am 
the assaulting lion, and the hero who defends their 
dwellings ahd habitation^’' 

O Aboolfawaris, said Hassan, verily you surpass 
all the horsemen of the age in eloquence and cou- 
rage, and gen^osity and nobleness of mind. You 
are in truth the jewel of tlie times. Antar thanked 
him, and they travellrf on for three days, and on 
the fourth day (for the Lord ot Heaven had decreed 
the glory of Antar, and that no one should exceed 
him in prosperity) Antar. happeimg to stray a 
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little ; out. descended into a deep 

valley : • and: lo ! there were two horsemen engaged 
in: desperate combat. * Antar urged on his steed, 
and c5ming up to them, Stop, ye Arabs, he cried, 
and tell me the cause of your quarrel. "At the in- 
stant one of tlxm stepjjed ^aside,* and came up to 
Antar. Noble horseman of the desert and the town, 
said he, I refei* myself to you, for you are able to 
protect me. I will take your part, said Antar, I 
will protect you, I pledge rnysclf to you ; but ac- 
quaint me with your story, and what has rendered 
necessary this combat between you. 

Know then, noblest knight of the age, said the 
youth, that I and this horseman are brothers, of tlie 
same father and the same mother ; he is the eldest, 
and I am the youngest ^ and our father was one of 
the Arab chieftains, and he was called Ainroo, .the 
son of Harith, the son of Teba, and Tel)a was our 
ancestor; and one day as he was sitting down, his 
flocks strayed away, and one of his camels was lost, 
and As he was very partial to it, he questioned some 
of the herdsmen about it. One of them 'said, 
Know, my Lord, yesterday this camel strayed away 
from the pasture ; I followed behind it, and it still 
continued to run away, and I after it, till I beca.me 
tired, and percejjving that it lagged behind, I 
spretched out my hafld and took up a stone, Ibjac]^ 
in appearance, like a hard rock, brilliant and spark- 
ling, I struck the camel with it, and it hit; the. 
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camel on the tight side and issued out on the left, 
and the camel fell to the ground dea4. On coming 
up to it I found the stone by its side, and the camel 
was weltering in its blood.’* 

On hearing this, niy ancestor 'mounted his horse, 
and taking the peasant with him, went to find out 
the pasture. They passed on till the}-^ came- to|he 
camel, whicli they found dead, and flie stone lying 
near it. My ancestor took it m his hand, and con- 
sidered it very attentively, and he knew it was" a 
thunderbolt; so lie carried it away and refurned 
home. He gave it to a blacksmith, and ordered 
him to make a sword of it. He olxiycd, and took 
it and went his way ; and in three days he re- 
turned to my ancestor with a sword two cubits long 
and two, spans wide. My ancestor received it, and 
Was greatly pleased when he saw it, and turned to- 
wards ihe blacksmith and said. What name have you 
jiveh it ? So the blacksmith repeated this distich ; 
The sword is sharp, O son of the tribo of Ghalib, 
sharp indeed, but where is the striker for the 
‘‘ sword And my ancestor waved the sword with 
his hand, and said, As to the smiter, I am the smi- 
ter ; and struck off the head of the blacksmith, and 
separated U from his body. He then cased it with 
gold, and called itDhami, on accoi^nt of its sharpness, 
ipejfaid it by amongst his treasures, and when he died 
it cSiulc in succession to my father, with the rest of 
the arms, and when my father perceived his death 
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was at haiii)). he me to hiipa my 

son, s£dd he^ ]^ know your bmther is at a tyriomical 
obstinate dispositi^^ one that likes violence and 
hSites 311*^1106, and I aip aware that at my death he 
will usurp my property. What measures shall I 
take? said I. He answered^i^ take this sword and 
conceal it; and let no one know any thing about it ; 
and when you- see that he takes forcible possesion 
of all my property, cattle and wealth, dp you be 
content, my son, with this sword, for it will be of 
great benefit to you, for if you present it to ^Nu- 
shirvan. King of Persia, he will exalt you with his 
liberality and favours, and if you present it to the 
Emperor of Europe,, he will enrich you with gold 
and silver. 

When I heard these words,' I consented to what he 
demanded, and took it out, in the darkness* of the 
night, and having buried it in this place, I returned 
to my father and stayed with him till he died. ’We 
buried him, and returned home; but my brother 
took possession of all my father»had, and gave me 
nothing, not a rope’s end; and when he searched for 
the arms, and saw not the Dhami, l\e asked me for it. 
I denied knowing any thing about it; he gave me 
the lie, and abused me most violentlyi^ at last I 
confessed, and to}d. him I bad buri^ it in such 
a |[p 9 t ; 00 he dame with me hither, and searched /cq; 
it^'^^t could not find it. Again he asked me, whfere- 
I hi^ buriedit ; and when he saw me roaming about 
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fropi pltu^ to plQcie^ he rushed tipoii me, ahd <^ied 
dutj saying— Vile wretcfh! you kiio\«j> where •the 
sword is, and act thus to deceive me. He attacked 
me, and sought to slay me. 1 d(^fended myself until 
you arrived, and now I demand your protection. 

When Antar heard,, this, his heart pitied him ; 
he left thj youth, and turning to his brqthef, 
said,*^KVhy do you tyrannize over your brother? 
and do not divide with him the property your 
father left ? Base slave, cried he, highly incensed, 
look to yourself, and interfere not so arrogantly ; 
and he turned upoir Antar, thinking him a common 
man ; but Antar gave him no time to wheel, or 
direct his reins, ere he pierced him through the chest 
with his spear, and thrust it ten spans through his 
back, and* threw him down dead. And now, young 
man, sai J he, to the other, return to your family, 
and assume the rank of your father, and should any 
one molest you, send and inform me ; I will come 
and tear his life out of his sides. The youth thanked 
him and expressed his gratitude. Now my brother 
is no more, said he, I have no other enemy : and he 
departed home: But Antar fixed his spear in the 
ground, and tlismolinted from Abjer, and sat down 
to rest himself ; and as he was moving the sand 
with his fingers, he touched a stot|e ; on removing 
'w]}at« was about it, behold! the sword the youth 
had be^ seeking. He still cleared away, and drew 
it forth^ and seized hold of it, and it was a swdrd 
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twacubits ini lengthy and two spans ^icle, 
metal of Ayalec, like a fliunderbolt And Antior 
was convinced of his good fortune, and that every- 
thing T)egan and en4<^d in the most high God. 

Antar mounted * and pursued his comrades and 
Prince Malik, hearing the ^word in his hand. He 
shewed it to Malik, and told him fill atoi^t the youth 
and his brother, and tlie sword ; of his having bUried 
it, and all that passed between them ; and Malik 
was greatly astonished, saying, Tins is a ^ft sent 
you by the Lord of Heaven. 

They marched forward, passing over the wilds 
and the deserts that day and night ; and the next 
day at dawn, behold there was great dust, and when 
dispersed, five hundred horsemen appeared all 
clothed in steel. * Go and learn for us, said 
Antar to Shiboob, what means this dust, and what 
news there is beneath it. Shiboob quitted them, 
and returned as quick as a bird on the wing, O son 
of my mother, cried he, these are your enemies, 
the army of Gheidac. But the circumstance that, 
occasioned the approach of this horseman was this : 
it happened that Oosak had demanded assistanbe 
of Gheidac, in his meditated attack bn the tribe of 
J!i|azin. 

Now there blood revenge between Gheidac 
and Antar, because Antar had killed his father, 
and he had been brought up an orphan, but when 
he grew up he became a valiant horseman^ ^and 
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destroyed his opj^nents;^ and his was a blazing^ 
thunderbolt, and overthrew knights and slew .War- 
riors. And when his name was spread abroad 
among the tribes, they gave him-ssupreme command, 
and he sat in the place of his father. He became 
proud, and behaved haughtily to hi^ people. 

Now there was a man in the tribe called Codh^al), 
and fte hated Gheidac. O Gheidac, said he one 
day, thou art a marked man ; it does not become 
thee to beliave so haughtily towards the horse- 
men, when thou hast not yet revenged the mur- 
der of tliy father: how canst thou presume to 
boast over the brave and the valiant ? And Gheidac 
said. Who is the stout king on whom I am to be 
avenged ? Thy nevenge is on Antar, son of Shedad, 
said he. Then the light became darkness in his 
eyes, and he cried out to the hor^men of his tribe, 
and he ordered them to prepare for an expedition 
to attack the tribe of Abs, and he swore he ’would 
slay Antar, and make him drink the cup of perdi- 
.tion, and destroy the whole tribe of Absand Adnan. 
The tribe assented to his directions, and took with, 
them all their warlike instruments for the expedition. 

Just af that time arrived Oosak's messenger to. 
request Gheidac’s assistance against the tribe of> 
Slazin. So Gheidac gave up his jformer intention, 
and went with the messenger of Oosak to perform 
whaf he req\^ed of him, and he was marching on 
this object when he met Antar and the Absians, and 
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Aiitisr: • as we befme sta4^. 

This, day, s^d Atitar, ! will unite Gheidac to his 
fath^ ; I will curse his family and his relations. As 
soon as Gheidac saw the tribe of Abs, and Antar the 
destroyer of horsemen, his heart was overjoyed, 
and he cried Gift to his party— ^This is a glorious 
iqohiing ; to.day will I take my revenge, and wipe 
out my disgrace So he assailed the tribe of Abs 
and Adnan, and his people attacked in his rear like 
a cloud when it pours for^h water and rains. And 
the Knight of Abs, Antar, assaulted them likewise, 
anxious to try his sword, the famous Dhami. They 
all rushed forward, and horsemen encountered 
horsemen. Cowards fled, aiid the weak-hearted 
were disgraced ; but the" bold were firm in the 
assault, and the equals in courage met each other in 
the field. The earth trembled under trampling of the 
horses, — the’ heavens M^ere obscured with the clouds 
of dust, — the warriors were covered with wounds, 
and the swords laboured in the cause of death; 
exertion was alive, and all jest was at an end. Thus 
the]g continued fighting till mid-day ; and the impe- 
tuosity of Antar was the impetuosity of a resolii^ 
hero. When Gheidac observed the deeds of Antar, 
|fce bold warrior, he roared like a lion in his den, 
and he rushed down upon the lion Antar, who met 
him? his heart undaunted in the midst of terrors; and 
oectipied him in the contest, and continually drew 
him 6n, as a lion^draws on weaker cubs, until hsiving 
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wearied him^ he shouted at hhn aod struck hiuji^^ith 
horror; then assailed him so that sjirrup ^ated 
stirrup ; and he struck him on the head with 
Dhami. He cleft his vizor and wadding, and his 
sword played away between the eyes, passing’ 
through his shoulder^ down to the back of the 
horse, even to the ground : and he and his horse 
made four pieces; and to the strictest observer, 
it would appear that he had divided them with 
scales. 

Gheidac's companions beheld their chief, and that 
he was dead ; and they said one to another — Never 
did we see such a blow were not this slave endued 
with the whole power of courage^ he could not at 
one blo\y have thus dei^oyed our chief. ‘So they 
took to fliglit and ran away, exclaiming— May God 
curse thy harlot mother ! how fierce is thy blow ! 
how piercing is thy thrust ! 

Antar and the horsemen soon returned from the 
pursuit, having filled the eartli with the dead, and 
having collected the scattered horses, and all the 
booty and' plunder fromfthe plains and deserts ; as 
they prosecuted their journey towards the tribe of 
Mazin, Axitar preceded the troops of warriors like 
a noble liem, and thus addressed them. 

‘‘l am he that makes the warriors drink of the 
♦‘ ci|f)s of death with the sharp-bladed glittering 
“ Indian scimitar. 1 am the raiser of their dust, 
‘‘ and the atmosphere is thick and darkly turbid with 
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*^*^U6ws :;at #Iiich cowards are humbled ‘ and ter- 
rifiedl. : I tarn the death that never rushes into 
** the fiery day of battle without a tongue to speak. 
I have slain Ghcidac, because he was oppressive 
aiid insulted me, and soon will I send Oosak after 
him. I charge right and b-'ft> through their horse- 
paen, and dash through the midst of them. I cut 
down to the ground the warriors in the fight, 
whilst the horses stumble and slip over their 
“heads.. 0 Ibla, though they abuse me for my 
blackness, yet the fairness of my exploits shines 
“ and flashes. O Ibla, the men of my tribfe haVe 
“ witnessed my spear;-thrust and sword-blow rag- 
*^ing among the sculls. I destroy the heroes 
“ of war with my scimitaf, and whole armies are 
extirpated at the edge of my sword. How many 
horsemen throw away their arms in terror of me, 
when they behold me robed in black gore. My 
ambition is raised above the Pleiades, and the 
fortune of my star is suspended from heaven.’' 
They marched forward without delay, until they 
reached the tribe of Mazin, where they perceived 
the glittering of spears, the glare of armour, ti^. 
flash of swords, and warriors engaged round the 
whilst the women 'were earnestly encouraging 
JitBk i to the contest and battle. Who is it that 
■pits with children and women ? and who is it that 
^mks from his enemy and foes? cried the haSpes. 
fliVhen Antar saw and heilrd the cries of the woinen» 



and the screams of the children from the crowjd (for 
lie was particularly solicitous in the cause»of women), 
:he light was darkened in his eyes, and he knew 
not the right from the left. Do you take your 
warriors towards tlie quarter of the Women, cried he 
to Malik, and I will attack these horsemen who have 
taken their property, and have dispersed them in 
tile plains and wilds. And he shouted fortli in his 
well known voice when incensed — Ignoble dastards, 
he roared, I am An tar, tlic son of Shedad He. 
attacked, and at his assault the mountains tottered, 
Jfe rushed down u))on the enemy, and at , once 
overpowered the w'arriors and destroyed the heroes, ^ 
driving away the enemy out ^f their tents ; and at 
his second attack all the scene of action was ex- 
panded ; he shouted in front of the horses and forced 
them back upon their haunches; and when the 
horsemen emwded alxiut him, he snatched hold of 
one from the back of his horse, and grasping him 
by his feet, and whirling him round as a sling, with 
him he strucic down a second, and the two instantly 
fell dead. Thus the battle was raging among them, 
wHfei Antar heard the voice of Prinoe Malik, crying 
out, O son of Shedad, haste to my assistance.” 

Now the Prince wastengaged with the party of 
Moosad^ the lord of the waters of Tracer ; he had 
dispersed them, and was about to repeat his attack, 
Moosad came upon him roaring like a YioA, 
was an experienced horseman : he attacked Prince 
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and pressed him hard ;«nnd wlieri Malik 
saw that Ms life was in danger he cried for Antar’s 
add ;^ who no sooner lieard him than he turned 
Abjer round, and like a ferocious lion rushed down 
upon Moosad, who was about to, gallojy^round and 
charge at him*; but Antan gave him no time. Come 
on ! he cried : and he terrified him, and struck him 
with Dhami on tlie chest, and he divided him down 
^ to the girdle of his back, and hurled him down, 

, hewii in two. He then assaUed the army of Oosak, 
his heart undaunted at death. 

And when the tribe of Mazin saw Anta^fs 
prowess, die hearts of the heroes were encouraged, 
and they hastened tc^ the combat ; men met men, 
and heroes heroes ; blood flowed , and streanted, 
scimitars glittered, and spears goaded ; armour was 
riven ; lives were plundered ; the ground was 
discoloured with blood ; the warriors were covered 
with glory; the flames of war greatly raged; 
innumerable were the blows and the thrusts, and 
the easy became difficult : die battle field boiled lil^e 
the boiling of cauldrons ; miglity was every act, 
and fate descended amongst theia. The eddies 
and vultures hovered round ; cowards •were over- 
thrown, and the brave were overwhelmed ; heroes 
were slain on hfoth sides. The horror of die scene 
was tremendous, the universal cry among^ them, 
i^as Death ! Hands and arms were tom asunder. : 
Antar cut through the troops, and nmde heads 



off like balls, i3id hands like leaves of trecSi* The 
van cried out to the rear ; they roared against Antar 
from afar ; but not one dared to approach the spot 
where he fought. 

Antar eagerly sought after the plume that floated 
above the h^ad of Oosak/ and he stopped not in his 
attack until he was beneath the standard where Oosak 
was waiting for his people to bring him his beloved 
Naeema: neither could he be roused till Antar ^ame 
before him land encountered hin\^ Tlien ensued a 
dreadf \xl engagement. The combat lasted an hour ; 
when nerveless sunk the arm of Oosak. Antar 
seeing the state he was in, clung to him and grap- 
pled him; and drawing his sword from his scab- 
bard, he aimed a blow at his head, but Oosak 
received it on his shield. The sword of Antar came 
down upon it and shivered it in two, and split his 
vizor in twain, and it penetrated even to his thighs, 
down to the back of the horse ; and the rider and 
the horse fell in four parts ; and he cried out — O 
by Abs! I am the lover of Ibla;, never will I be 

controuled ! I will not be restrained ! 

■ * ' 

When the troops of Oosak saw this deed, they 
were bewildered ; they became confounded ; and 
they said to one another, this is no human being, 
-revery /Hie that comes before him* drinks of the 
cup df death. So they wheeled about their horses 
and retreated into the rocky deserts, whilst Antar 
tod tribe of Abs anS Mazin pursiled them, and 
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having driven them away out of that landy they re-^ 
turned to the scattei’ed cattle and dispersed horses ; 
arid las they aH came back to the tents, the tribe of 
Mazin dismounted, and met An tar, and marched 
by the side of his stirrup, cielebrating his victory 
and triumph till they reacticd their camp, where the 
women and the men came out, and the tribe of Abs 
were accommodated with the best spots. Hassan 
was4he happiest of them all with Antar and the 
Absians. He prepared feasts and festivals and en- 
tertainments, which lasted for seven days ; and on 
the eighth night Naeenia was married to Hassan. 

Early ‘ the next morning all the Arabs went to 
their respective countries and homes, and the tribe 
of Abs also departed ; but all the tribe of Mazin, in 
order to Hake leave of them, accompanied them a 
whole day’s journey, when Antar besought tliem to 
return home, and he and Malik pursued their 
journey towards their *own country, over wilds and 
plains. And when they were nigh, Prince Malik 
sent on a mesajnger to announce their approach. 
All the tribe of Abs were extremely anxious about 
that expedition, particularly King Zoheir, with 
respect to Antar ; because his enemies, *and those 
that envied ^im, exceeded his friends and well- 
wishers. 

Now Rebia the son of Zeead had a brother, 
whose name was Amarah : Jie was one of the nobles, 
but a great cbxcomb, was very particular c4n his 
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tlress, fofld of perfumes, and always keeping 
oompany with the wofnen and young gyls. About: ; 
that period, happening to hear much said about 
Ibla, and what Antar had reportid of her, and 
repeated of her in his verses, a passion was kin- 
dled in his heart, and ^rom hearsay, he conceived 
a violent love for her ; and as Poets term it, his 
ears fell in love before his eyes. Amarah sent for 
one of liis female slaves, and said to her. Go to the 
habitations of the tribe of Carad, and obtain some 
account of Ibla for me, and learn if what Antar 
says of her be true, or disbelieved amongst the peo- 
ple, for if she has all the beauty and charms th£\,t 
are attributed to her, I shall demand her in mar- 
riage, and will be lawfully wedded to her. She 
promised to obey him, and departed. She came to 
the habitations of the tribe of Carad, and presented 
herself to Ibla, pretending to come on a visit; so 
Ibla gave her a kind reception. Thus the slave girl 
ascertained the point about Ibla, and found her a 
perfect miracle of beauty and loveliness. She re- 
mained about an hour, and returned to Amarah.* 
Blessed be God, how great is his power, and how 
fair are his works, cried she,#is she entered the 
tents, and in Amarah "s hearing ; and he asked he^ 
what had occasioned her so much astonishment. O, 
she, it is that damsel, whose equal exists not ; fbir 
the*most high God Has granted to her such beauty, 



and.such charms, as, he has never yet bestowed on 
any (me of the daughters of the greatest Kings. 

At this his heart fluttered, he was a^tated, he 
instsMitly leape(||up, and put on his best clothes, and 
. perfumed himself all over, and let his hair float 
down his shoulders, and mounted a white-faced 
horse, and set out for the habitations of the tribe of 
Carad. He happened to meet Malik, Ibla's father, 
and his son Amroo, on the road. Amarah saluted 
them, and said to Malik — Come along with me, 
ihy uncle, for I have something particular to com- 
municate. If you have any business with me, 
replied Malik, you might have sent a servant to me, 
and I would have waited on you. What I want of 
you, said Amarah, must be done personally between 
us. I wish to be nearly related to you, and am 
most anxious to he connected with you. I am 
a suitor witli you, and am desirous of wedding 
y^our daughter ; and I have only done this out of 
my anxiety for her on account of her shephei^, 
who has disgraced her among the Arabs of tlie 
•desert. 

Thus Amarah continued liis talk, tiU Malik’s 
eyes wept tears of^oy : his bosom was elated and 
transported with delight. O chief, said he, 
daughter is your%lave, and I and my son Amroo are 
:^e most obedient^ of you servants — and he strefiLphed 
out his hand to Amarah, and firomised his daughter 



to him;* and when they all returned home, 
Amarah informed his brother Rebia of ^all that haij 
passed between him and Malik, sou of Carad. I 
shall not permit thee thus to coniSect thyself, said 
Rebia ; liave nothing to do with such fellows ; for’ 
if Antar hears it, he ivill not leave a single man 
alive of all the tribe of Zecad. And pray who’s 
Antar ? asked Amarah — have I not a thousand 
slaves like liim ? and if the foul wretch presume to 
interfere with me, I will shew him the valour pf 
Amarah tl^ munificent ; I’ll shew him what I’ll do 
with him. If you can eftect the marriage tomorrow 
morning early, ^said Rebia, give her father the 
dower and marriage presents without delay, and in- 
troduce yourself to her in the absence of Antar ; for 
he is an uncontroulable horseman, and a man rough 
and harsh in his manners ; but if you can gain her 
whilst he’s away,^here Mil be an end of it. Ama- 
rah assfpited to tlie proposal of Rebia, and thought 
his advice prudent ; for he feared Antar would kill 
him and make him drink of the cup of death and 
dissolution. 

So the next day Amarah mounted his horse and 
went to Malik to give him the dower and marriage 
fferesents; and just at that moment arrived^ mes- 
senger at the tents of tlie tribe of Abs, announcing 
the approach of Prince Malik son of Zoheir, aid 
Antar son of Shedad, and all the noble warriors in 
their suite- Every one mounted his steed to go 
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and • meet them. And ^ndsfo saluted’ fHends. 
Antar Went^hotne, and ^entered his aunts apart- 
mlents, and staid till morning with his mother, 
whoAi ihe questioned about Ibla, enquiring whe- 
ther she had mentioned him during his absence ? 
Grod be with thep, my son^ said his mother ; talk 
no more about Ibla, and that lovely form — if thou 
art asleep, awake I Antar upon this instantly 
jumped up —What king or prince, exclaimed he, 
has taken her away! The chief Amarah, sjiid his 
rnother, has taken her. Every thing is. completed 
but the giving of the dower and marriage pre- 
sents. By the faith of a noble and faithful Arab, 
cried Antar, to monrow will I sl^ that Amarah, 
were he even concealed within the chambers of 
Nushirvan, king .of Persia ; tomorrow will I tell 
the whole affair to iny friend Prince Malik, and ask 
his counsel. 

He remained at home that night, but ^arly in 
the morning, he repaired to the habitations of the 
Prince ! he entered his {ent, and kissed his hand. 
Malik received him kindly, seated him by his 
side, saying — how hast thou passed the night, 
Aboolfa^aris .? My night w^s the night . of 
thy most accursed foe, replied Antar. What 
means this ? said Malik ; inform me what s the 
natter, and be sure of succesj^ and triumph. 

^ tbld him what Malik had done, and how he had 
betrothed his daughter to Amarah ; but my lord, 
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I must indeed day that Amarah^ and the whole 
race of Zeead, and I will depart from this land and' 
country. But why quit this land? said Malik, 
greatly disturbed ; I am a foe to those who are thy 
foes, and a friend of those who are thy friends ; 
have patience until we go out to thc^ chase, and then 
will I speak to thy father Shedad, andwill urge him 
to acknowledge thee as his son, and that thou art a 
part of his heart. Then take Ibla fvomlier father; 
and if he does not assent, I wdll put my name on 
her, and will keep off any suitor or wooer till the 
ceremony is performed, and thou art in possession 
of thy wife. 

At this, Antar’s grief and anguish were appeased. 
So they mounted their horses and sought the habi- 
tation of King Zoheir, whence tliey all went out 
on a hunting party. And Amai*ah rode by the 
side of Ibla’s fatlier: he was dressed out in his 
finest ra^ents, and his limbs were perfumed and 
scented, and his hair flowed down his shoulders. 
Go, Aboolfawaris, to my t#it, said Malik to Antar, 
that I may speak with thy father Shedad. Antar 
departed, and Prince Malik riding up to Shedad, 
said— How long will you reject your son Antar ? 
does not your heart lean towards him P and do you 
not yearn after him ? all the ho'|dt^ envies you on 
his account. Grant me this request, Shedad, and 
let me make a noble entertmnment, and let me raise 
his head above a state of servitude.^ and voii will see 
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what he will, do in return for such a favour. Who, 
^answered Slifedad, whilst his wrath was evident in 
his features, who is the Arab that ever did such a 
deed before me ? Do you wish *that it shpuld be 
said of me that Sliedad was captivated with a 
Negro woman, even to desiri to marry her, and she 
bore him a son, and he acknowledged litm as such 
because he became a great warrior, and a destroying 
hero. Antf who is he, said Malik, that having a son 
that resembles your son Antar would deny him, even 
wore swords to cut his body in pieces ? — Accord- 
ing to my opinion, you should ' glory in him. Let 
the Arabs follow your example. — Good practices are 
to be admired, even though they be new. My lord, 
well consult about this, said Shedad ; and he wpnt 
his way hpme ; Prince Malik also returning unsuc- 
cessful, found Antar in the greatest anxiety — he 
required what had passcxl with his fother — ^Malik 
told him, 

Antar remained that night with Prince Malik, 
^but early next niomingthe mounted his horse and 
went towards his mother’s tent, and as he was pas- 
sing along the road, he met Amarah in the quarter 
of the tribe of Carad. He htPd been that night 
consulting vrith Malik, IbWs father, about the 
marriage, and indthc raoniing he was returing home 
^followed by his attendants. ^ He was riding* m a 
most affected, coxcomical manner ; and as soon as 
he saw Antiir hei trembled, and was in great dismay; 



however,* he plucked up courage, and let his tongue 
run glibly on. Son of Shedad, said h^, wliere wert 
thou last night ? thy masters were seeking thee ; for 
I w^as there with •them, and having heard of thy 
talent for [eloquence, it was my intention to give 
thee a robe suitable to %uch as thou art. 

On hearfiig this, the light bctiamc dark in Antar’s 
eyes; he came-iip to him — ^Amarah, he exclaimed, 
I am hot Wwthy of receiving a robe or present from 
thee ; but when thou enterest unto my mistress 
Ibla,"the daughter of Malik, verily, vile wretch, I 
will wrench thy neck oil' thy slioulders ; I will curse 
thy family and thy parents, and I will make thine 
the most fatal of marriagi^s ; and Antar ran close 
up to Anuirah^, vand seized him by tlie waist, 
heaved him up in liis hand till he had raised 
him above his head, and then dashed him on the 
ground, and almost smashed his bones. Amarah 
feinted with frig] it, and gave unfeigned signs of 
cowardice and alarmi 

Immediately there arose an uproar among the 
tribes of Abs and Zeead, and s(X)n appeared l^rlnce 
Malik at full speed ; for as SQon as he heard the 
news, he was afraid'*some mischief woukl befell his 
friend. He came up with his drawn sword and 
joined^ Antar, who stood firm, wdthjliis trusty DJiami 
iii4ii^ band. By the faith of an Arab of Medder, 
said Malik, verily Antar in the tribe of Carad, is 



like a rare onyx amongst people'^who know not its. 
value or worio. Come on, Abqolfawaris, he con- 
tinued, now for the family of Zeead ! and jhe plied 
his sword among them. Were tlie tribe of Zeead 
in any other place, cried Antar, liasteiiing towards 
him^ and kissing liis hand, Ic would shew thee what 
I would do with tlieni in battle and war f but I am 
afraid of blame and reproaches ; and least the noble 
Arabs should say, that a slave of the triboof Carad 
put his cousins to the sword. Malik was amazed at 
Antar^ and his magnanimity ; and just then tUhia 
came up at full speed with the intention of killing 
Antar the lion-hearted hero, for be too had heard ‘of 
the event : . so he mounted his horse, and came 
greatly alarmed lest his bt*Qther, i^ould be killed 
and buried ; for he had previously told "'his brother 
that he did not wish him to interfere with iBla, or 
expose himself and family to danger with the slave 
Antar. He rushibd upon Antar, eager to dc^^tsfoy 
him. Stop, Bcbia, cried Malik, or by die of 
an Arab I will not spaife one of vyour people or 
warriors.' Matters were in thi^ stat^ w^m^ lo ! King 
Zoheir arrived, with all his herpes of the tribe of 
Abs and Adnaii. The attendants cried 04!, hold ! 
stop ! fight not ! ye have put in motion King Zo- 
heir, the ruler of^the ag 5 . 

Now on that day King Zoheir had receivcArintel- 
ligence that the tribe of Tey were coming down 
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upon him on account of Aminah, the daughter of 
the Blood-drinker, and with them werrf twelve thou- 
sand horsemen. King Zoheir was therefore trou- 
bled in his heart, and he kept it secret,’ for he 
feared that death and ruin were coming upon the 
tribe of Abs. At tlii^t moment jflso reached him 
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the account of Amarah and Antar; and he was 
greatly alarmed that dissentions should arise amongst 
the \ribes: so he mounted his liorse and came 
to. them. As soon as King Z()lieir arrived, tliey 
held back from the fray, and they presented them- 
selves, both Amarah and liis brother, whilst all the 
people cried out unanimously — O great King, there 
is no security for us irt your count ry^ iinless you per- 
mit us to</slay this dialjolical black slave, Antar; for 
he rebels ' and revolts, and no one but •you Can re- 
strain him . O my cousins, said Zohjeir, tell me what 
bthc matter, what has Antar done? 

Rebia came forward and told him that Amarah 
had demanded in marriage Ibla, the daughter of 
Malik, - and what Antar had done to him. So the 
King knew that Antar had been ill-used, and that 
what they had told him about the marriage of Ibla 
was only to deceive him: but observing how many 
complained of Antar, he said, tell me what is your 
inigntion, or what shall I do to^ him. O King, said 
th^y, either kill him, or banish him from our coun- 
try, or send him back to tend tlie sheep and the 
caniets. As to killinsr hinu replied the. Kinu« I cannot 
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subnbt to you^ because he has eaten of our meat, 
and oiu: proibction is on him ; and as to banishing 
him or, Sliding him back to tend the caipels and 
the sh&ep^ that does not depend upon me — it is 
Shiedad^s affair. 

So the King^ sent for Siiedad ; and wheii he 
came— these people are much exasperated against 
your son, said Zoheir, bii you have the entire dis^ 
posal of him, therefore do with him what you please, 
and I will be witness for you. I am quite bewil- 
dered and distressed about this business, replied 
Shedad, but my opinion is that he should return to 
the care of the sheep and the camels, and repent of 
his conduct. Call Antar heic, cried Zoheir, and 
make the compact with him in my presence. Shedad 
called’for Aptar, and he came. Thou wicked slave, 
said his master, it is my determination that thou re- 
turn to tlic care of the sheep and the camels, for I 
will not irritate die w hole tribe, and submit to thee. 
I . will not molest my brother Malik, and obey 
thee. 

When Antar heard bis father’s orders, the tears 
ruslie 1 from his eyes, and he regretted greatly what 
had passed. Do, said Antar, what you please, for 
I am one of your servants, and a slave has only to 
obey lus master, thpugh he torment and afflict him^ 
every day of his. life : and from this day will I never 
mount a horse, and will never be present in battle,, 
nor go anywhere put by your permission* And 
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King Zolidr and others wittiess^ for An&r, and 
for his promise ; and this flame that htid blaz^ was ^ 
extinguished ; and they all returned to tent|^; 
and his enemies^ and those that envied, him, ex- 
ulted ovei* Antar, particularly the family of Zeead. 

And Now, my cousins, cried Zoh^ir, prepare your 
warlike instruments this instant, to fight the tribe 
of Tey, for tliey are coming down upon us with 
twelve thousand horsemen, on account of Aminah, 
the daughter of the Blood-drinker, in order to re- 
lease her from slavery and indignity. They all 
assented, and separated to prepare iinmediately- 
But Antar was rejoiced and glad at hearing this 
intelligence, for he kne^ the tribe of Abs would 
b6 beaten and routed, and that they would be in 
want of him. So he went home anrl entered his 
raotheris apartment, and asked about [l)la. Ibla 
was with me just now, said slic; and she said, 
soothe the heart of my cousin Antar, and tcU him 
from me that if my father e\/Ein makes my grave my 
resting place, nondibut him do I desire, none but 
him will I choose.” 

Antar s heart rejoiced and gladdened when he 
heard what Ibla had said of him. He staid at home 
that night, and the next day he took his brothers 
Jereer and Shibdbb, and went to the pasture, driv- 
ing the cattle and the camels 4)efore him. 

And King* Zoheir mounted his horse with all 
his warriors of the tribe of Abs in number four 
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thousand, all aiined and accoutered, .~«Uid set out 
to meet vtjlfc. tribe of Tey, leaving in the tents 
f(|^ the-|pbtection of the property, three hun- 
dred horsemen, Avitli the sons of Shas and Cais, and 
ilebia the son of Zeead. He traversed the de- 
serts : and thc'vribe of Aba remained in safety one 
night ; the next day Antar conducted the cattle and 
camels to the pasture, and Shiboob and Jerecr went 
out also with thc^ cattle and the sheep, seeking the 
j>astiires. No sooner had they quitted the tents, 
but a dust arose that darkened the whole country. 
It was a party of tlic tribe of Tey, who hM passed 
King Zpheir on the road, and reached the land of 
Sharebah like a blazing flame* 

What is your counsel now? C) Ebercali, said Antar . 
to Slnboob. If you listen to ray advice, said his bro- 
ther, to-day you will obtain all you wish and devslre, 
and yf)u will become the noblest of the tribe of Abs, 
and be admitted to the rank and consideration of 
of an A rab, and be reejkoned one of the horsemen of 
Arabia. My opinion is, you sltould take the i:aniels 
and the cattle, and ascend this eminence towards 
Mount Saadi ; I will bring you your'liorsc and your 
armour : for I know that the tribe of Abs Avill be 
routed, and will stand in need of you ; and they will 
come to you, and )vill iiltreat you i^but do not mount 
your horse, do not take part in the contest till your 
father admits you to his own rankt and acknow- 
ledges you as a son, and as a part of his heart, and 
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j our uncle gives you liis daughter in inarriago, and 
makes you a partner in his wealth — descend 
and destroy your enemies and those that^i^^ you ; 
and tluis, my brother, you will attain the doject of 
your wislies. 

An tar heard this advity of Shil>ooU; an(J he drove 
away the cattle’ and theeamelsj and ascended the hill 
of Mount Saadi; whilst Shiboob went and brought 
him his liorse and his arthoiir, and diey all three 
sat down to watch tlie result of the contest between 
the bribes of Abs and Tey : hut tlio Teyans at- 
tacked the^ pastures of the ilbsians, and carried oft* 
their camels and their cattle, with th(‘ii* shepherds ; 
and the whole country and vicinity were filled with > 
them. Many of the herdsmen returned in flight, 
and spread alarm aintiiig the tents, informing 
the Absians of the arrival of the Teyans, and of 
their attack upon them, and that their army was 
like the tempestuous sea. . Tliey were amazed, and 
confounded ; for they knew that King Zoheir must 
have missed them on the road. 

• Shas called out to the warriors, and assembled 
the men. Come on, my cousins, cried h(', behold the 
enemy, let us figUt for our women andou r tents, and let 
us infuse fear and terror into their hearts, or they will 
cut in among ye, and nothing will secure us against 
the cup of death, but the blows l^ith the sword. 
They aU mounted, the men were encouraged, and 
rushed on to the combat ; man opposed man, and 
N 



182 


hero encoUntcrecl heroes ; blood flowed a^d'JsU'eamed^. 
limbs* were }|pwn off, and liorrors were si)read among 
tliemfoi^i^ hoiir ; when at length tl)e noble Absians 
wereso fiaird pressed, that tlic Teyans overwhelmed 
them, fiir there* were twelve thousand of these, and 
the Absians oijy three hundred. Shas and llebia 
and Aniarali were wounded, and nearly dcail. Tlic 
Absians abandoned their propiirty and families, and 
souglit the w^kls and tlie-' deserts, and tlie enemy 
took possession of tlieir country and lands* 

Alas ! said Ibla's father to Sliedad, O my brother, 
'wherc^is tliyson? Let him Ciniie to us i.h such a 
dreadful day as this, and lil)enite us from death and 
;'‘inisery. We cannot raise our heads towards Antar, 
said Shedac! ; but were he present, our condition 
would indeed he the reverse df this. Sliedail raised 
Ills e^'cs towards the lull, and he saw Slilhoob and 
Jereer and .\nlar seated on the ground and ctintcin- 
plating the tribe of Abs, and their defeat. So he raiit 
towards lliem, and his brotlier JMalik followeil him— 
Canst thou, in an hour like this, sultl Slieiiad, ciijf- 
ploy thyself in tending the cattle and the camels 
Behold ! the enemy have succeeded in tlieir attcmjits, 
and have plundered our property and slain our horse- 
men, and have threatened to capture our women 
and our I'au lilies. 

What dost wish me to do ? said Antar; rjunini 
d^d grieved at thy distress. O that 1 could Tescuc 
thee from destpetion and defeat ; but I am a slave, 
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and am ‘not capable of doing any thing, and am not 
worthy yourconsideration ; I am indeed a poor slave, 
and one who conducts cattle and cainels to the pas- 
tures, and one employed in milking, and picking up 
wood, and tending cattle and sheep — am I not 
for this contemptible find despised ? And he quit- 
ted his father and his uncle Malik where they stood, 
and went away from them. 

Shedad was vexed at his condiicU What means 
this indifference about us, said he ? What do you 
want of me ? Said Antar — Hast everh card of any 
one asking protection and countenance from a slave ? 
And abandoning noble princes ? Mount, descend, 
and destroy the enemy, Antar! cried Skedad, and I 
will grant tliec all tliy wishes and hopes, and I 
will raise tlice to the rank and honour of an Arab. 
But what will be tins rank and honour ? said Antar, 
I will, said Shedad, recognize you as my son, anil 
as a part of iny heart. O my iiepliew, descend and 
drive a>vay the enemy from us ! oxcluimed Malik,^ 
and I will acknowledge thee of our faniily. 

Whilst all tills was going *on between Antar, 
Shedad, and IMalik, the Tcyaris attacked the tents, 
and plundered the property and goods, and captured 
the women and families, even the lemalcs of King 
Zoliclr’s family ; and liis daughter JMootejeredah 
JVncJrliis wife Temadhur were boA. taken jirisoners ; 
ahd they seized Ibla, and Shereeah and Semeeah ; 
aild dreadful was the jwailing of| Ibla when they 
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threw down their dwellings to their very founda- 
tions, and trtcy left nothing worth a halter; for 
they were Arabs, and greedy of plunder, and only 
conquered for spoil ; and there were men among 
them who loaded their horses, and loaded themselves 
witli a good liorse load bcl^ides ; and in a short 
time they left the whole country a barren waste, 
driving away with 'them the females and the 
families, as they departed over the hills and the 
deserts. f ^ 

Malik, T I) la’s father, looked towards thc. WOllien, 
and seeing Ibla was a captive among the warriors, 
O my nephew, cried he to Antar, dost thou not see 
thy beloved Ibla, and wilt thou not defend and 
protect her ? If I mount this instant, Mdlik, said 
Antar, and destroy this party- and release Ibla 
from her affliction, wilt thoii give her to me in 
inarriage.f' Yes, said Malik, by tlje God that 
created her and beautified her. And he extended his 
Jiaiul towards Antar, and swore by the God of 
mankind, and said, If thou dost liberate Ibla, she 
shall be thy wife forever: and Shedad admitted his 
pretentions to honour and rank, and swore he would 
not deny him again, were the foe to tear his body 
to pieces. 

Shedad and Malik having finished speaking, and 
Antar having mkde them confirm their odths^ 
Shiboob brought him his horse Abjer. Now moiftit; 

O my brother, sa^d he, for thou hast no more to say 
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to thy father and thy uncle~Put to the rout these 
liatcftil foes. Antar clad himself iii^ armoiir, and 
encased himself in arms ’till he was like a tower, or , 
a mass rent from, the mountain’s side. lie rushed 
impetuously down from the height like% tirniendous 
lion, his heart harderlthan stone, «and his soul more 
buoyant than the waves of the sea when it roars. 
He shouted with a voice so loud that the whole 
country and vailies trembled at the shock — Ye 
ignoble dastards, I am Antar the son of Shedad ! 
arid he thus spoke: 

Soon shall ye behold my deeds this day with 
the foe in the field of spear-thrusts, and the battle 
fire ; and iny furious courage amongst the tribes ; 
so that in my sublimity, I will inonnt above the 
Pisces. I plunge into the flames of war with tlie 
"Vdeaving scimitar, and I extirpate them witli the 
goring l.'int*e. I drive back tlie horses on their 
haunches from the lofty scat ol' my tliin-llanked 
Abjer, and with the blade of my sword Dliami, 
at whose edge flow the waves of death over the 
enemy. This day will I exhn)it iny ardent soul 
with my Indian sword, and I will meet the chests 
of the horse witli my tlirusts. I will establish the 
“ market of war in its field on the top ot my steed, 
“ in the protection of my country. My sword i.9 
^ ‘^y father, and the spear in inj? hand is my fathers 
brother ; and I am the son of my day in the 
heights of the deserts ” 
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, He bent his head over the saddle-bow, and made 
his attack* First, he sought the horseman who had 
captured Jbla ; he was in the rear, and his assault 
was the dssault of fate and destiny. He wislied to 
pierce him through tlie chest, but he feared the 
^iiit might touck Ibla, and she be slain witKhim : 
so he wheeled his horse on one side, and came upon 
his right like a ferocious lion, and shouted out in a 
voice like thunder when it bellows, and pierced 
with his spear his right side; the point issued out 
on his left, and he hurled him down dead. Wel- 
tering in his blood. Ibla was terrified at the 
thrust of the sjx'ar, but she was unhurt, Antar 
dismounted and, came to Ibla. Fear not, thou 
light of my eyes, said he, thou, shalt behold thy 
Antar perform to day, deeds that shall be narrated 
and recorded.'” o 

Again he xaished upon the enemy like an outra- 
geous lion ; and Shiboob attended him shooting his 
arrows, with which he transfixed flic hearts of the 
warriors. At the first attack he dispersed the 
troops from the tents, and in the second he laid bare 
the whole plain. He poured down upon them and 
he destroyed them, and overwhelmed them with 
shouts, and horror and death. He hewed off their 
arms and their limbs, and put to flight both the 
right and the left, ( Arid God prospered him in'aill, 
he did, so that lie slew all he aimed at, and over 
threw all he touc]aed. How numerous were the 
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heroes he* terrified ! and at his shouts all the -land 
trembled. 

Now the tribe of Abs distinguished his voice 
through the confusion and thick dust, and they said 
to one iinotlicr,^^ he has indeed routed them They 
returned from the mouiftains and ravines, and joined 
the battle, and their hearts gained courage at the 
sight of Antar, the lord of war. But when Slias 
saw liow Antar moved amongst the enemy, and 
how he overwhelmed them in slaughter and destruc- 
tion, his gall burst, and his hatred increased. He 
turned towards his Ijrother Cais, and said — dost not 
behold the deeds of that foul Blacl;, h(»w he cuts 
down tlic enemy with his sword ? Verily, he has 
discomfited them, and dispersed them among the 
wilds and the plains, and his greatness w^ill raise him 
above us all. But I wish, my brother, to take him 
unawares and kill him Avhilst lie is engaged in the 
conflict, and make him drink of the cup of perdition, 
that we may be relieved fromliis foul influence; and 
it will be said that the Teyans have slain him. 

What mean st thou, O Shas ? re})lied Cais ; does 
Antar deserve this of us, after having defended our 
wives and our families ? ITow can w e he giulty of 
such an act ? Had it not been for Antar’s sword, the 
enemy would not have left one of us alive — ^notorie 
tp fell the Juxle. My advice is |hat we sliould aid 
hiiA in the conflict, and drive away from us these 
warriors, or we shall become a ^common proverb, 

4 



188 


Cais continued lo make such representations to 
Shas, tillJic dissuaded him from his project. The 
whole tribe of Abs tlien collected togc'thcr, and 
.made one united effort against the enemy ; and 
men enccnintered men, an^l heroes heroes, blood 
flowed, limbs were hewn off*, and the Absians 
exerted all tlieir powers to join the lion warrior ; 
but it was imjDossible at that time, for Antiu: had 
plunged into the midst of the Teyans, on ac- 
count of their horseman whose name n-as Rebeeah, 
who was the leader of the troops. He was eminent 
for his bravery, and it was he who had wounded 
Shas, and had d(*stroyed niany Absians, and had 
dispersed them among the mountain sides. And 
Antar continued slaughtering, and searching him 
until lie overtook him, and did not give him time to 
turn or move his bri^llc, '‘ere he struck him with 
Dhami upon. his hreast, dividing him down to the 
tiiong that encircled his back, and he tumbled over 
cut in twain. 

When the Blood-drinker saw Antar smite the 
warrior, he was terrified and confounded, and said 
to his troops about him, this is no mortal man; all 
that liave dared him, have drank of the cup of per- 
dition. And as soon iis lie lifitl rGlctiscd Ills dcXuirlitcir* 
he placed her behind him, and sought the wilds and 
th^ deserts, follovf ed by the tribe of Tcy and tke 
troops that had survived. And they fled to the 
mountains and the rocks, their standards reversed. 
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But the tribe of Abs pursued and, drove , them 
before them full three parasangs from their country, 
and then rcturncii f<)r the dispersed horst's and the 
scattered j)rop(?riy. And they went back to their 
own tents, Antar at tljeir bead, like the flower of 
the Judas tree, tlius exclaiming: 

“ I have abused t'ortiine, but lu>\v' can she humi- 
liate such as me ! I too that have a spirit would 
cut down mountains. I«am the warrior of whom 
“ it is said, he tended the he and she camels of his 
tribe. When I assaulted Kendeh and 1 'ey, their 
“ hands brandishing the long st)ears, willi armies, 
that wheiT I thought of them I iiuagined the 
wliolc earth filled with men ; and as llieir hardy 
steeds trampled our lands, whilst you might see 
them talking and (exulting, ’iwas then their 
steeds fled away horrified aj me, anti the redoubled 
tliriists tliat gored them as tliey sought the fight 
‘‘ The noble hero feels no fatigue ; him no challeii* 
ger need cidl to the combat. It was the slave 
alom* that drove back tlie horsemen whilst the 
“ flame of battle was blazing, — then speeded aAvay 
“their troops in terror of my arm,— light • they 
“ fled,' burtlieiicd though they had been. Crushing 
^^,were the stamps and tramplings on their necks, 
“ and the horse shoes dashed and f)ouiided their 
‘^slfulls. How many warriors wire laid low by my 
“ sword, whilst they tore, in very rage, their hands 
“ with their teeth. I rescued file mai(\ens apd 
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« vir^ns, and not one did I leave but tereft of 
sense? iwfene is a spirit for every enterprize, high 
is my fame, exalted is my glory-’'’ 

These verses exc*ited surprize and admiration 
among the cliiefs, and thc^^ thanked him. But 
Malik, Ibla'’s ^la\hcr, and Slias and Bebia, and the 
tribe of Zeead, cherished a flame in their hearts ; 
they thanked him in appearance, but in tbeir soul 
their gall was burst. ASThen they approached the 
tents the women came out to meet them, beating 
the cymbals, and the slaves brandishing their 
swords ; and Ibla stood in front of them like a full 
moon when it shines, as she cried out — May I never 
lose thee, O thou defender of women, and destroyer 
of every foe and enemy. At these words, Antar’s 
grief and anguish v.anished, and he thought that 
in her presence he <!Oiild sLay a host of enemies. 
The warriors then went down to tlieir tents, and 
no one but talked of Antar, how he slew, and 
fought with the invaders ; and they jiassed a night 
of joy, glorying in the deeds of Antar the in- 
vincible hero. 

Tlic next day arrived in haste King Zoheir with 
his companions, for he had Iieard that his £oc had 
passed him on the road : he feared his family might 
be destroyed and cut off ; and he could scarcely 
believe he shoulfd find his family safe froni the 
treacheries of the times ; and as he approached the 
tents he saw doad bodies scattered about, broken 
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scimitars mid shattered spears, and his heart mis- 
gave him. lint when be reached the tents, the 
chiefs came out to meet him : they saluted him, 
and rclafcd what An tar had done. And when 
King Zolieir heard tliis of the great Antar, he 
said to his surrounding heroes —Verily by the 
faith of an Arab, \^ e arc glorified in Antar above 
all that inhabit the wilds. And Antar came out 
to meet him ; the King approaclied him, and 
kissed liim between the eyes — O Aboolfiiwaris, said 
lie, Ave are unable to reward thee for this act, even 
were wc to give thee all we possess in dominions and 
property. 

Then the warriors Avent to their tents, and the 
King to his oavu pav ilion. And his wife, Temadluir, 
came up to him, and kissing his liands — O King, 
said she, if you are wise and good, be kind to 
Antar ; for it is he that has protected your wife and 
cliildren. Thus A\;as his joy in the deeds of Antar 
augmented, and he slept at ease until the morning 
dawned, when he ordered the sheep and camels to 
be slain, and a feast to be prepared, and a magnifi- 
ciant entertainment to be made ready for all the 
tribe of Abs and Achian. The most higldy ho- 
noured were Antar and the horsemen of the tribe of 
Carad. After (inner they began conversing, and 
ShbdaS related to the King all his Antar had 
done : how he himself having acknowledged his 
relationship and connexion, and h?r»%brotlicr Malik 
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rejoiced, but his enemies and the envious were 
grieved, particularly the family of Zeead. 

Aniarah went home, and his regret and affliction 
increased*; he laid iiimself down at full length, and 
a fever and trembling attacked him, and his knees 
and legs paiired him, ana he Avas fearfully indis* 
posed. He sent for his brother Rcbia, and Avept 
before him ; O brother, said he, if Ilda Escape 
me, I shall die of grief, and no one will knoAV of 
my death. Amarali, said Rebia, verily you have 
done a deed you ought not to have done. We 
must now consider this slave as our equal. From 
the first, I ntver Avished you to interfere with 
Ibla, or connect yourself with the tribe of Carad; 
and now that this vile slave has liberated her from 
slavery Ave can do notliing Avith her, and cannot 
succeed, unless her father indeed be inclined 
tOAvards you. niorixnv I Avill go and see about 
your business, and if I find that he still Avishes for 
you, it may be accomplished : otherwise make your 
heart easy, Amarah ; for if lie inclines toAvards 
Antar on account of his courage,^ we Avill consult 
how to destroy him, and annihilate his life ere he 
actually obtain licr. 

Thus were his alarms and jealousies in part re- 
lieved. He waited patiently till the next day, when he 
dressed himself ^n fine clothes, and perfumed' him- 
self, and sent for Malik and his son Amrod, who 
attended him aitd complimented him ; and instantly 
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Amarali ’arose and received them with all- due 
cohrtesey. And Malik said to Aiiiarali, what do 
you wish of us ? Most noble and excellent sir, I 
only invited you to day, lie replied, that P might 
see whether your lieaiy was pleased in marrying 
that guarded j)earl aifd cuncealedp jcwvel to that 
blaek slave, that feeder of eaniels and sheep, vdiom 
the horsemen have •preferred to their rank and 
condition, ddiiis will your daughter be disgraced 
amongst the noble Arabs. If indeed you do such 
a deed, it will ])e impossible for us to remain in 
this land. We only ])roiiu.sed so to Antar, and 
only admitted him to our relationship and rank, 
said *]Malik, when lu? assisted us in the batik* and 
conflict; but we licver thought he eoidd escape safe 
out of those perils, and rout such armies. 

Well, said Amarah, to morrow wdien ^vc repair 
to King Z(jheir, and wlieu we are In full assembly, 
I will demand your daughter; do you assent and 
settle the amount of the dower, and when once tlie 
dower if deciiled on, neither King Zoheir or anyone 
else can say any thing to the eontrt<i*y : and I promise 
you that the dow er shall be a thousand he and she 
camels, and a thousand head of sheep, and twenty 
Oosharecyi camels, and twenty horses of‘ the noblest 
breed, aijd a hundred silk robes, and fifty satin 
gi;|.rf$icnts spangled rich in gold, iaid tAventy strings 
of the finest jewels, and a hundred skins of wine for 
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ihe marriage feast, and a hundred male,' and an 
many' female slaves. 

^yialik overjoyed, agreed to this proposal ; 
Amarah t(K), flattered himself he should succeed 
in his exj)eelatk)ns; and st^ni after Alalik and his 
son went home and tarrii d Nlu're till the morning. 
The next day King Zoheir was sitting in his tent, 
surrounded by the nobles of the tribe of .Xhs, when 
Amarah and the family of Zeead prest‘nted them- 
selves before him ; they had greatly enlarged their 
turbans, and seated themselves according to their 
rank on the left of the King, and Antar and the 
Carad tribe were on the right, aiul the horsemen 
took their places. 0 (-hief, said Amarah, turning 
towards Alalik, do you think my rank mean, or my 
connexion low ? Are you not, said Malik, one of 
our illustrious horstanen ? We are tiow in the pre- 
sence of King Zoheir, cimtinucd iXmarah, and I 
come to you as a suitor to your daughter, and 1 am 
solicitous for your favour; therefore decide on the 
marriage dower and donation, and demand ewenwliat 
the princes of the universe would fail in giving. 

All this passed, and Antar sat still and heard it 
and observed ; and he was convinced liis uncle 
Malik favoured the Zeead family, and he feared that 
if his uncle should decide on fixing the marriage 
donation with Aiijarah, and should confirm it, ;7bla 
would pass out ot his hands, and he would have no 
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snore to say — in vain he would reproacli and revile. 
Thus roused by the urgency of the moment, he 
started up, and turning towards Amarah, exclaim- 
ed, ^^thou he goat of a. man — thou refuse! — thou, 
villain! Dost thou at su(5j|l a time as this demand Ibla 
in marriage ? — tlioii coward, did not I demand 
her when she was in the midst of twelve thousand 
warriors, waving tlieir Ixjiie-cleaving swords, and 
thou and tliy brother were flying among the rocks 
and the wilds F I then descended — I exposed my life 
in her dangers, and lil)crated her from tlie man that 
had captured her ; but, now that she is in the tent 
of her father and mother, thou wouldst dcmfind 
her ! By the faith of an illustrious Arab, thou 
dastard, if thou dost not give up thy pretentions to 
Ibla, I will bring down perdition upon tliee, and I 
will curse thy relations and thy parents, and I will 
make the liour of tliy wedding, an hour of evil tiding 
to thyself and thy jx^stcrity !'’ 

O Antar, said Ainroo, Ibla is our daughter, and 
it is for us to command ; no prince or cliief is 
empowered to oblige us to marry lier to any one but 
whom we ch<x)se and approve*. 

At these words tlie light lx?came dark in his eyes 
— his hand hurried to his irresistible Dhami — 
he spvang from the ground on th^? back of his 
Alje?*, resolved to put Malik and lAs son Aniroo to 
death, and Itebia and Amarah toc\ and the whole 
• family of Zeead ; and to c^rry ofl' Ibla, and live 
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with her in the mountains ; but he thought of King; 
Zoheir’s kindness, and how he had transferredi 
jhim from servitude to honour and freedom ; so he 
immediately clianged his mind, and thus addressed 
the Absians : \ 

WJien the family of Carad are ungrateful, and 
the family of Zeead arc violent in their acts, then 
there is no blame or reproach, to me, if I protect 
mine own honour and rights by arras or by stra- 
tagem. Is not. fire kindled from a Zaniid when the 
stone is rubbed against the Zanad ? Enjoyment 
is ever desired afUr absence, and approximation 
is wished for after separation. I have been mer-^ 
ciful to those who are not aware of the value of 
my mercy, and my friendshij) has not been pro-^ 
‘‘.perly appreciated. But after this forbearance I 
shall act in another n^anner, till the towns and 
deserts shall flow with my blood, and my sword 
shall complain of fatigue in my hand, and my 
“ joints shall murmur at the burthen of my belt, 
“Ye observed rne >vell the day of Tey, and my- 
“ deeds with my Indian spear ; and had my lance 
a tongue, it would tell ye of the splitting "of ribs 
“ in the battle. How many challengers called to 
“ me on the day of conflict, and hailed me, and I 
“ answered each antagonist. O family of Zeead^ 
“ ye have opposed a noble lion that never tfinChcs 
from the figl/ 1 — artless in speech and deeds — with 
a sword that* cleaves^ heads and ai'ms. Be on thy 
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guard then, O Amroo, on thy guard againgt him. 
Let not thine eyelids be weighed down with Sleep. 
But had I not a chief who commands liberal 
in speech, and exalted in j)owcr, I would do 
myself justice with ijny swordj and s(X)n would I 
shew the difference between virtue and crntrage.’’' 
When Antar had finished, the chiefs admired 
his eloquence : King Zoheir went up to him, and 
made him dismount. May God never renounce 
thy mouth I said he : may no one evcf liarin thee, 
O thou protector of the tribes ! And then turning 
towards Malik, Ibla’s fiitluT, he said — How is it that 
you will not marry your daughter to a hero ? You 
engaged her to him when he liberated her from her 
perilous situation I My lord, my daughter is in 
my tent,^ said Malik, you may command her, and 
marry her t(> whom you please ; I wall not oppose 
your directions, and I will not swerve from your 
orders. Then said King Zoheir, Ibla c*,an belong 
to no one but our defender, the brave Antar. So 
they satdowmandate, and thus they remained till 
flark, when they went home, each to his tent. 
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CHAPTl^ V. 

Now tlien, said Ainarah to Rebia, when they had 
retired, now that An tar has vanquished me, and has 
taken Ibla by force, I can no longer remain in this 
country ; I must go and roam about the wilds 
and deserts. Cheer up, Amarah, said Rebia, let us 
still contrive the means to overthrow him, and to 
make him drink of the cup of destruction and 
death. Rebia left Amarah and went home, and 
sent for Malik and Amroo, and when they ar- 
rived he said unto Malik, pretend to be good friends 
'with Antar ; appear very kind to him, and do not 
prevent Jiis entering your tents. Sooth him with 
gentle words, and when he comes to you, ask him 
about the dower for Ibla ; then he will say— what 
do you wish ? tell him you only demand a thou- 
sand Asafeer camels, that your daughter may pride 
herself' in them above the high and low. 

Know then, Malik, that these camels are in the 
possession of Monzar son of Massema, the King of 
the Arabs,, and the lieutenant of Nushirvan ; and I 
know that Anta/ in the greatness of his courhge, 
will go in search If them among the tribe of Shiban, 
and he will expose his life to danger and death, and 
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you will’never see him again. Malik eagerly listened 
to his advice ; and it happened on that day that An- 
tar was out hunting ; and when he returned in the 
evening, his uncle gave him the kindest reception, 
and ordered a slave ^ take away what he had 
brought in ; he introduced him info his house, and 
gave him meat to eat, and wine to dritik, and he 
spent pari of the night in his company. Antar was 
much pleased at this reception and kind treatment, 
and thought that his wishes with respect to Ibla 
would be accomplished, for he knew not the plot 
conceived against him. So they continued to shew 
these civilities to Antar, and he was in raptures 
in the enjoyment of IbJa’s conversation ft>r ten 
whole days. 

On the night of the elcveiitli, Malik was more 
than usually kind to him,- and when the noble war- 
riors had all separated for the night, and Shedad 
had gone home, and also Zakhirietulgiwad and the 
rest of the tribe of Carad ; and no one l emained 
but Antor, bis uncle Malik, Amroo, and Sherocah, 
Malik’s wife, and Ibla, their daughter, Malik plied 
Antar with wine till he made him drunk, when he 
addressed him and said; Tell me, I pray you, what 
you wish to be done for my daughter Ibla ; you 
have prohibited all suitors ; and do you intend to 
tdfe her by force without anji marriage gift or 
dower,, and will you bring di^'ace upon us in 
every part of the world ? That jean never be, saitt 
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Antar', were I* even to drink of the cup of death and 
condemnation. God forbid that this guarded pearl 
and tins concealed jewel should be thus sold to the 
highest ‘bidder. I am only waiting orders — tell me 
what you demand, ask wlijJ^ever you choose, that 
I may grant her* what will give her reason to pride 
herself above the chiefs of the earth. Nephew, 
said Malik, I will not make you engage for what is 
beyond your power, and I will not demand of you 
but what an Arab would demand; such as he and 
she camels. I ask of you then a thousand Asafeer 
camels, that my daughter may boast of them ; for 
in our tribe there are none; nor arc there any like 
them in Cahtan. Then will you and I obtain all 
our wishes and our desires, and we shall destroy our 
enemies and those that envy us, — this is all I ask 
of you, and then will I make your marriage feast 
out of my own property, and will give* you what- 
ever may be reepured of my own he and she camels ; 
all our possessions shall be united, and we will live in 
perpetvial felicity. Malik continued talking with 
Antar in this manner till he gave way and consented ; 
and he knew not that the cameU were in the king- 
dom of Monzar, the King of the Princes of the 
Arabs, and the lieutenant of Chosroe Nushirvan, 
whose armies were innumerable. 

Uncle, said he. I will give you these cauK^j^ 
loaded with the treasures of their masters ; but give 
me your hand^ apd betroth me to your daughter. 





tlius’sliew me the purity of your intentions. So 
Malik gave him his hand, and a fire bliized ih his 
heart. Antar’s joy was excessive, his bosom heaved, 
and he was all delight — he started on his feet — he 
took off his clothes, and lAit them on his uncle ; and 
Ibla saw Antar’s arms, and smiled. •What art thou 
smiling at, fair damsel ? said Antar. At those wounds, 
she replied, for were they on the body of any other 
person, he would have died, and drank the cup of 
death and annihilation : but thou art unhurt by 
tJTcm. Her words descended to his heart cooler 
than tlu^ purest water, and he thus addn^ssed her : 
The pretty Ibla laughed when she saw that I 
was black, and that my ribs were scratched with 
the spea^. Do not laugh nor be astonished when 
the horsemen and armies suiTound me. The 
spear barb is like death in my hand, and on it arc 
various fmures traced in blood. I am indeed 
surprised how any one can sec my form in the day 
“ of contests, and survive.*' 

He then departed to his mother’s tent, for h(* 
was restless, and the words of Ibhi were as 
a blazing fire in his heart. He wakened his bro- 
ther Shiboob, and told him to get ready his horse 
Abjer — he did as he was bid ; Antar clothed him- 
self in armour, and stood like a tower. Where art 
thq^going ? said Shiboob, that I may shew thee 
the n'iearest roads. Well, said Autar, tell me the 
nearest road to the land of Irak, foil there are many 
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Arabs in that country, and their property and 
camels very abundant ; with them is my object, and 
what my uncle has demanded. 

Shibpob tr(?mbled and was confounded at this 
intelligence, for he knew ^hc country. Why not 
stop till morning, said he, that thou mayst acquaint 
King /oheirand Prince Malik? for they may per- 
haps bo al)lo to assist thee in this affair. Return 
my brother, and expose not thy life to difficulties 
and dangers. Away! away! cried Antar; not a 
word; none Imt tlic Creator of mankind can aid 
me; I must destroy my accursed enemies. Mine 
be the dark and nightly course, aftiT the man- 
ner of mighty heroes ; for if I t ravel by day they 
will lay plots against me.. Shiboob was ^convinced 
he was right, and conducted him to the land of 
Irak. And they continued their way over the 
wilds and the deserts till the tliird hour, when 
on a sudden there arose a great dust, and there* 
appeared a troop of horsemen like eagles. As soon 
as they saw Antar, they closed their vizors and 
waved their lances, and slackened their bridles and. 
fixed their spears: and when they cumc near to him 
they cried out, down, down, from that steed, thou 
dastard, strip off those accoutrements of w^ar and 
armour, or we annihilate 'thee ! whitlier art thou 
going over the plain ? Here we have remain€>iJshi 
expectation of thte. As soon as Antar heard these 
words, he sliookMiis s[K:ar in liis hand, rushed on. 
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and roared like a lion, and darted towards them 
with a heart fearless of death and danger,— thus 
speaking :-r— 

Fortune insults me as if I were day and* night 
“ her foe, the enemy s<t?^k me in every peril, and 
imagine I am unable to fight; bwt were tliey to 
present to me the i’orm of death itsc'lf as an aiita- 
gonist, I would* imbrue its hands in the blood 
of its ow n wounds.” 

He attacked them, and liis assault was like the 
assault of the most. I'uriuus lion : he rushed upon 
their cliicf, when lo ! he let fall his vizor from his 
face and cried out, check thine arm, () Knight of 
the age 1 sufluaent is the niischiel* and danger, for 
I am thy frii'iid 1 larith, son of King Zolreir. Antar 
threw down liis sp'ar, dismounted, and ran towards 
him, and kissed his hand. 

Now I larith was an undaunted AV.arrior, in the 
prime of youth, and eloquent in speech ; he loved 
Antar, and was much interested about him, like 
his brother Malik ; and the cause of his meeting 
Antar in the deserts was, that he had been invited 
to a feast by the tribe of Ghiftan, and w^as returning. 
He met Antar, and the above passi'd. And when 
he saw that death was hurrying from the ends of 
liis lingers, and that destruction was stamped upon 
ha<spear, he let dow^a liis vizor, and Antar recog- 
nized him, and dismounted and sihuted him. 

Why, my lord, said he, why has) thou acted thus ? 
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Thou hast endangered thine own life, And those 
tliatwere with thee. Harith smiled, and was surprised 
at his humility, after such proof of his superiority 
over him. God pi'osper thee, O Aboolfawaris, said 
he, jewel of the multitude Nwhitlier art thou bound, 
and what great*, expedition hast thou undertaken P 
He wlio wishes, replied Antar, that his nuptial 
ceremony should be performed, must expose his 
life to danger. Thou knowest what dangers and 
what disgraces I have submitted to on account of 
• my cousin Ibla, in order that her father miglit give 
her to me. He has demanded of‘ me a marriage 
dower, and a settlement, and I must bring what he 
requires from Irak. 

Terrified at Antar's words cried Harith, what 
is it thou sayst, Aboolfawaris ? For God’s sake re- 
turn with me, trouble not thyself about such matters, 
and do not banish thyself from amongst us ; our 
property is not so small ; and verily I am astonished 
how my father and brother could let thee depart 
alone. I told no one of my departure, said Antar ; 
My lord my uncle demands of me camels that we 
have not, and arc not in our tribe, and I have en- 
gaged to procure them, and I have said yes : and 
he thus continued. 

“ Say not no, after thou hast said yes, for thou 
wilt be clothed in shame, and repent. , Truly,. 
after yes, is foiL ; and base is the word, no after 
yes. When th<^ wouldst have a friend, associate 
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with a nbble person, one who is chaste, modest, 
and liberal ; and when he says no to a thlnj**,* do 
thou also say no, and when thou sayest yes, let 
him also say yes.” 

Harith was surprised at liis eloquence and virtudhs 
mind, and his admiration of h im increased. If such is 
thy business, said he, I will accompany thee and 
assist thee in all tliy difficulties. I cannot possibly 
consent to that, replied Antar ; return with tliy war- 
riors to thine own country. So Antar bade? him 
farewell and departed over the wilds and deserts, and 
Harith and his people returned, praising* Antar’s 
intrepidity and eloquence. Antar and Shiboob 
proceeded on their journey, Shiboob ever, shewing 
the way, till evening coming on, jlhey sought a pool 
of water where they might repose from their fa- 
tigues, and at length they reached a tent pitched 
near a spring ; and behold there was an old Shiekh, 
with his back bent. They made towards him. 

An old man was walking along the ground, 
and his face almost touched his knees. So I said 
to liiiii, why art thou thus stooping ? He said, as 
he waved his hands towards me, my youth is lost 
somewhere on the ground, and I am stooping in 
search of it.” 

He welcomed them, and brought them a cup of 
*milJ^.coolcd in the wind ; Antar took the milk and 
drank, and gave some to his hrotl:fer, and 'came to 
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rile dool: of the tent. The old Shiekh laid pillows 
for ‘them, 'and presented viands, receiving them in 
the most hospitable manner. And when they had 
finished eating, the Shiekh made bold to ask Antar 
his* adventures, and why^he was travelling. So he 
related to him all that had passed with his uncle 
Malik, and what he had demanded as a marriage 
dower. 

May God disgrace and overthrow and destroy tliy 
uncle, and not save him ! exclaimed the old man ; 
for his only object in making this demand of thee, 
is to annihilate and ruin thee. How is that, said 
Antar, how so ? Know, i\boolfawaris, replied he, 
that these Asafeer camels are only to be found 
among a tribe called tlie tribe of Shiban, and their 
• chief is King IMonzar, son of Massema, the lieute- 
nant of King Cliosroc, whose armies arc innumer- 
able, whose power .is irresistible, and he rules all the 
Arabs of the wilds and the deserts ; and if thou 
wert to carry off these darnels, who is able to pro- 
tect thee from King Monzar, or shelter thee? My^ 
advice is, that thou shouldest return home, and not 
expose thy life to dangers and death. 

Antar remained that night in the tent, and the 
next day mounted his Abjer, bade the Shiekh fare- 
well, and thanked him. Shiboob attended him by 
his side, and th^ sat out in quest of the lai^isikof 
Hirah, and whef they had advanced some distance, 
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Antar thought of Ibla, and his absence from 
her, and what he had suffered for her, and thus 
spoke : 

In the land of Shureb^h are defiles and valleys ; 
“ I have quitted them, and its inhabitants live in' 
^ iny heart : fixed ar.c they therein* and . in my 
eyes ; and even when they are absent from me, 
“ they dwell in the black of mine eye ; and when the 
lightning flashes from their land, I shed tears of 
“ blood, and pass the nighf leagued with sleepless- 
“ ness. The breeze of the fragrant plants makes 
me remember the luscious balmy airs of the 
Zatool-irsad. O Ibla, let thy visionary phantom 
appear to me, and infiis(i soft slumbers over my 
distracted heart ! O Ibla, wgre it not for my love 
of thee, 1 would not be with so few triends and so 
many enemies I I am departing, and the back of 
my horse sliall be my resting place ; and ray 
“ sword and mail my pillow, till I trample down 
the lands of Irak, and destro}’- their deserts and 
their cities. WIicii the market for the sale of 
lives is established, and tlicy cry out, and the 
criers proclaim the goods, and I beliold the troops 
stirring up the war-dust with the thrusts of spears 
and slUirp scimitars — thqn will I disperse their 
horsemen, and the foe sha^ be cut down deprived 
o^^their hands. The eyes of the envious shall 
watch ; but the eyes of the pure jnd the faithful 
• “shall sleep; and I will return \ith numerous 
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Asafeer, camels that my love shall procure, and 

Shilx)ob be my guide.” 

* As soon as he had finished, his tears flowed 
abundantly. TJiey tra^^Jled on till they reached 
the land of Hirali, where they saw populous town§, 
plains abounding in flowing streams, date trees and 
warbling birds, and sweetly smelling flowers ; and 
the country appeared like a blessing to enliven the 
sorrowing heart ; and the camels Avere gi’azing, and 
straying about the land : and they were of various 
colours, like the flowers of a garden f and there 
were she camels, and young camels, and slaves and 
attendants. And as soon as he saw thei:^^ he was all 
anxiety, quite out of breath with eagerness. iVpd 
he felt that his uncle had sent him on this com- 
mission to insure his death and destruction^ unless 
his intrepidity shoidd guide him through. 

Ebc Tleeah, said he to Shib(K)b, I well know that 
this is a land great in power, and in no region is 
there one to be compared to it. We have nothing 
lor it but prudence and daring fortitude in danger,, 
and a timely submission to power, that we may ob- 
tain Avhat we are in search of, and return rejoicing 
and successful. Hasten then, son of my mother, and 
look after these Asafeer camels, and mark them, 
whilst I let my horse ^bjer rest himself. Shiboob 
consented to what he directed, and leaviil^his 
bow and quiveif, disguised himself in the clothes of 
a slave and feiimed himself sick. Thus he went 
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towards the pastures, where he saw the* camels like 
young brides ; and when the slaves marked Shiboob, 
they sprano- towards him, welcomed him, and made 
him sit down, and took ortt some f>f their provisions, 
and made him eat, asking him wlience he came, and 
what had happened to him. 

I am a slave of the tribe of Zebeed, said he, and 
Shedad is my master’s name ; and liti is a stubborn 
cruel man, and had no compassion lor his slaves, 
male or femah'. So I have run away and* have left 
him, and niy wish is to meet. some one who will, 
protex't me from him. Remain witli us as Jong as 
thou pleasest then, my cousin, said the slaves 
pitying him, and be welcome ! and thy time shall 
pass pleasantly, enough. 

Very thankful was he, and remained with them 
the rest of the day, and he told them all manner of 
lies and dcceitfid talcs till he had .marked out the 
Asafeer camels, and he saw they were tlie miracles 
of the age ; and when evening came on, the slaves , 
and attendants drove a^vay the camels, and sought 
their habitations and homes, and Shiboob went with 
them. Rut when they came iiigh to the tents, it 
being now dark, lie separated from them anti gave 
his feet to the wind, seeking the plain till he 
was in the presence of Antar, who sprang up to 
m1?et him, exclaiming — ^Tell me^, O Ebe RceaJi, 
what news hast thou ! Nothing, aaid Shiboob, but 
that we are in a dangerous 4 X)sitioi | and under fete 
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aiul destiny, unless the Lord of Heaven Is our 
delender and protector. 

O Shiboob, sjiid Antar, is it not well known tiiat 
when a sla ve exposes his r^fe^o the abyss of 
he is exalted to the lieight of glory? tjien 

concealed theinselves till inoroing dawned, ' wheh 
Antar clad and incased hlinstdf in armotiilf^ liir he 
a})peared IJke a tower, or a fragment rent from a 
mountain ; and he went forward till he reached the 
pastures, crouching along as a wolf after a sheep. 

And when it was day, the Asaleor camels W'ore 
driven to gra/e, and behind every thousand she 
camels were ten slaves to attend them, that the 
m^es nSght not annoy them. The she camels 
ranged abput grazing, and the slaves Ix'gan to amuse 
themselves ; for they were slaves of the King of 
the^Arab chiefs, and knew not what It \^as to be 
attacked. 

These are the Asjifcer camels, said Shiboob, so 
make thy plan, and act as it seems best to the(‘. Run 
*011, said xVntar,and occupy the road to Hirah, so that 
their cries l)e not raised against us, ere we be fiir 
away out of this country. As thou pleases! , brother, 
said ShilMK)!). And he moved along on tlptoi‘ over 
the plain, till be came in the rear of the sla\ es, when 
he seated himself on liis knees, and emptying liis qui-' 
ver of arrows before^iim, waited their attack., A?Ho 
Antar, he urged/ Abjer, and j dunged amongst 
the he and she qjjpaels, and cut off a thousand of the 
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Asafcer camels with his spear, crying out to the 
slaves — Ye base born, drive away these camels, and 
me ! or my sword will be stained with 

slaves lieartl Antar, they were terrified 
•i ^ gigantic shape, and the 

r<^|ihg ^j^^his eyes, and the .weight of his arms. 
They drove the camels before him, and goaded them 
on with the points of their spears, and they fled 
away before them like cagles.g. And thus they pro- 
ceeded till about .the third hour, when behold a 
great dust arose and darkened the land ; and when 
it dispersed there appeared Vl party of Arabs of the 
tribe of Zakliin and Juzam, about twelve thousand, 
horsemen ; all hardy warriors, arnied wim 
sw^'ords and long spears, screaming out— *Whi^js4i 
are ye going, ye dastards — hence is there ho esctip^ 
out of this land 1 

Now the cjiuse of the arrival of this troop oi 
horsemen was as lollows — The slaves that had es- 
caped from Antar and Shiboob sought their homes 
*aiid lialhtations, and it happened that they encoun- 
tered the ^rain and equipage of IVIonzar on a hunting 
party, attended by his warriors and liis troops; who, 
turning towards Ins son Niiman — Speed your horse 
on a little, my son, said he, and bring me intelligence 
"of tj,vc,v*ic sh('ph*n’ds. Now^ Numan was his eldest 
son. - So Nuiiian directed his ii|pr£e towards the 
slaves, and enquired whither tliev caie, O Prince, 



sauV the shepherds, a black Knight, mounted on a 
black steed, and wliose voice is the* roar of a Jion, 
darted down upon us and seized a thousanA^^i^^*^' 
Asafeer camels, and carrie^l U\em off. 

>io sooner liad Numan heard this accAdrit of tlie 
shepherds, than he cried out to the men md 
warriors iliat aceonipauied him, and slackemiig his 
horse'’s hridle, galloj)e(l after Antar, and twelve 
tiiousand in number were the Hon heroes that fol- 
lowed him. And ihe^^ halted not till l liey overtook 
Antar, as we mentioned, and crieil out as wc 
described. 

When Antar saw them, lie smiled, (‘or liattle was 
his joy and delight. O ! thou black liorri, said 
he to Shibool), I want thee to guard tlie camels, 
I shew thee a day of horrors among, these 
miscreants. lie tlieii turned iJie camels into a 
mountain cave, and received life warriors as the 
pai'clied-up earth receives the lirst of tlie rain ; and 
he penetrated lliroiigli the thick dust with Mows 
irresistihle aiul never failing. Whatever* lie struek, 
he slew, and wherever he thrust, lie hurled down; 
and tor one hour lie overwhelmed them in death 
and pei’dition ; and the foremost shrunk back upon 
the rear, crying oiit at him from a distance, for no 
me dared to a[)prQacli the spot where he was. As 
:o Shibool), the $l^ycs betrayed him, and rel^Mcil id 
Irive on the camels. 
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ioll bax^k, and perceived how Antar was liaiulling 
tiiei^in the combat, his iihiid and senses witc 
^’ i*^Pp-^tated, and lie cried out to them— May 
(rod 'disgrace you ;uiio>ig the Arabs ! — are you 
reduced to this by a single black slave, a mean, 
pllhiy herdsman ? Tlie horsemen took courage, and 
{)Oiired down \]][K)n Antar fiom i\\} sides, but Antar 
continually slaughtered them, always gaining upon 
them, never flinching, though their numbers were 
immense, l^luis was he in tlu‘ midst of dangers, when 
lo ! bis horse stumbled, and llirowing him on the 
ground, rushed from out the thick dust and tumult, 
his saddle unoccupied hy his master Antar. Shi- 
boob ihouglit he was killed and trampled to deatlji ! 
the tears flowed from his eyes, he gave his feet t6 
the winds, and he sought the wide desert, whilst^ 
the slaves ^and shy:)herds cried out to the horsemen 
and warriors, who pursued Shiboob from all 
(|ua i ters ; and they w ere seventy in number, all 
after Shiboob, wdio dx-pended on the p«>wer of' his 
jniiscles. The horses were slrainintr themselves to 
catch hirft, but they could not jmss him, or come 
up with him, from the grey dawn of day till the 
sun becavne tinged with yellow. But when evening 
came on, woe and dismay fell upon him, and just 
as he w^as convinced of his ruin and death, he 
rCaj^hed a cavern in the hoUow 6f a niountai and 
iiear i't stood a swarthy youth tending sheep ; before 
him was a fire blazing; and he w«| sitting down 



216 


. preparing his dinner, .and his sheep were grasiing 
in front of him. As soon as Sliiboob saw him, he 
made towards him, O young man, he cri€sl3||hclp 
me — I .put myself uiidcA' thy protection, for lam 
a stranger, apd I am exposed to *peril and dang^rr 
in this land. I am nearly dead, and my enemillg 
have already slain my brother. Yes, by thy father, 
said tlie youth (for his heart had compassion on 
him.) 1 will indeed protect thee, and I will not 
deliver thee up till I am myself •slain. Enter tlie 
cavern, and consider diysclf secure from the deceits 
of the wicked. 

Shiboob entered the cave, where lie had scarcely 
concealed himself, when the horsemen also mTived, 
fleet as eagles, shouting aloud — Boy, son of a two 
V thousand horned cuckold, bring out to us that 
devil who has slain our horsemen, and staggered 
our senses, that we may tear his body in peiccs 
with the points of the spear, and hack him witli th§ 
blades of our scimitars. God curse him who gave 
him birth ! hwv strong are liis nuiscles ! 

O Arabs, said the shepherd, grant him to me, I 
pray ye, and accept of my guaranrec for him, for I 
have protected him, knowing nothing about you ; he 
is under my security and protection. Thine is not 
and never shall be any protection, cried they, s<) 
bring him out, or we will slay thee togetlTe>with 
him ; for his . brother has^destroyed three thousand ' 
of our famedr horsen}cn ; he is indeed a very devil,. 
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and we have experienced from him what we never 
even s^w from the Gc iin.^ 

Wlren the peasant heard tliem he was fearfully 
alarhi^, for were he to tppose them, they would 
: soon destroy him. <) Arabs, said he, do ])iit remove 
seventy paces from the cavern door, diat I 
may enter and bring* him out of my })rotection. 
Do so, said they; and they retired from theeayerii, 
and the shepherd, entered, and perceived Sliibc'ob 
trembling for his life. You have heard, young 
man, said the shepherd, what has passed between 
me and tfiese men. My vows have been over- 
ruled, and I have * exposed myself to death and 
annihilation. 1 can do nothing towards* your 
escape, hut at the hazard of my own life ; yet will 
I not forfeit my protection. Had I hut ten horse- 
men of the tribe of Asad, they should not approach 
you, no not one of them ; hut I am alone in this 
wilderness and desert. So throw off your clothes, 
and put on mine ; take these y)rovisious and this 
.wallet, sling it over your shoulder, and with my 
stall* in your hand, hasten out of the cavern, and 
drive away the sheep, and when you come up to 
them, say — O Arabs, I went into the cave, in order to 
bring him out, but lie will not stir, so come along, and 
I will shew him to you — they will dismount and enter 
the \;avern, and then do you look after yourself. 

* This is one of the very few^asiages which Vecur throughout this 
workj containing any allusion to supeviatural aiWts. 



SliibooB tiiankccl liini from his heart lor his kind 
assistance: he slung on the wallet, and took the, staff' in 
^ his hand, and went out of the cavern, and the dttrkness 
of night concealed Jiiin Ihnn the eyes of observers; 
and when he crnuc up to tliem he spoke to them as 
the she|»herd had directed him : they innni^iately 
dismounted and went towards the cavern ; but 
Sljihoob gave his feet to tlie Avind, and traversed the 
rocky crags uiilil lie was far oft* aftu>iig the wilds and 
the deserts : and thus he secured his lile IVoni deatlj 
and destruction, and sought relief from tl^i' contents 
oi' the w^allet. 

In Uie mean time tlie Shibanians entered the 
cave,; and dragged (uit the shepherd, lliinking it 
was Sliibooh; tliey looke<l at him by the light ol' 
the lire, and they saw it w^as the shepherd dressed 
in Shiboob’s clothes ; for he Iiad prel’errcd to expose 
his life to death and torture, rather than discredit 
Ills proteclimi. Why hast thou done tJiis deed, cried 
tliey, and given up thy life to death and perdition 
f(Vr the sake of a stranger? 

Arabs, replied the shepherd, he sought my piw- 
tection, and 1 protected him. You camt* In search 
of him ; you would not accept my proposal, and I 
was not able to drive you away. IJut il' I have 
enraged you, kill me at once, and I shall Jiav^* 
rescued him by the sacrifice of my life and exist^ni cv 
and shall not have forfeiti^Sny word, 'or broki'u nu 
•iaith. More^/cr between you and me, there is no 
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blood or revenge. I have indeed fallen into your 
power ; l)ut if you will have the kindness to release 
me, I will thank you in every part of the world, other- 
wise do as you list, and fk^cide as you judge best. 

Shihanians wa?re astonished, and they could 
not find it in their hearts to kill him? He indeed re- 
’ jdic^d in his friendly act, and the preservation of his 
duty ; so they let him go, and returned vexed and 
dispirited. As to Shiboob, as soon as he w as safe, 
lie travelled on till morning, passing over plainsand 
deserts ; but what w^as most grievous to him was tlie 
thouglit of i;etu ruing to the trihe of Abs, and the tri-, 
umph of his foes and the envious; particularly the 
family of Zeead, and the ruffian Aniarali, and Shas 
and Kebia; then he wejit for his brother Antar, in 
these verses. 

‘‘ O Kniglit of the Horse, w hy, alas, has the steed 
‘‘ to mourn thee? why, alas, has the barb c»f the 
spear to announce thy dcatli in \v|j lings ? O that 
tlie day had never been, that I saw^ tht,*e felled to 
“ the earth, cut down — stretched out — and tlic 
“ pmiits of the lanecs aimed at thee ! Could the 
vicissitudes of fortune accept of any ransom, oh ! 
I would have redeemed thee from the calamities 
“ of fortune ! Thine uncle has in his wales and 
“ frauds made thee drink of the cup. But may 
.^‘jLhy cup-hearer, O son of my motlier, neVr taste 
'•‘of the moistuire of dew I and thy cousin will 
mourn thee, and belongs to thy foe, whose 
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“ slave- ’ tiiioa 'W'mildst never consent to be. O 
Knight of^tbfe Horse, I have no strength of mind 
ft have not a heart tliat can ever feel consolation 
■^^fOT^Hhee my sorrows! and t)ie war-steed 
aii^ingst the troopers as he neiglis will turn 
towards thed^, mourning for thee, like a childless ^ 
woman in despair.*' 

When Sbiboob had finished these verses, he went 
on passing over deserts and wilds, seeking the tribe, 
of Abs and Adnan, whilst his tears flowed in streams. 
But as to Aiitar, w'hen his horse stumbled beneath 
him, he started* on his legs, he brandished his 
sword in his right, and siipjKtrted his shield on his 
left, and he made towards the warriors — he slew 
them till he made mounds^ of dead, he overwhelmed 
them with his shouts, bellowing out — “ O Ihla, by 
thine eyes, will I slay this day these horsemen V* 
and he rushed upon them like a furious lion, till the 
blood floored f|pm all parts of his body And in the 
thickest of the battle he happened to step on a skull, 
and his feet slipping from under him, lie fell down 
at his full length. And they gave him not time to rise 
ere they bound, fast his shoulders, his arms, and his 
ribs and his feet^ and brought him before Numan. 

He was all astonishment at the horror of his 
make, at the immensity of his stature, and the 
agitation of his eyes. Numan ordered them, to^ tie* 
him across the back of hii^ horse and convey him to 
the King, that Jhe might do whl^it he thought pro|x*c 
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with him. They obeyed his orders, and bound 
him on the, back of Abjer, and they all returned to 
the land of Hirah. At the moment of their arrival. 
King Monzar returned from hunting. ^ When, 
behold there appeared against them a lion of the 
lions of Khifan. Now the wild beasts of Khifan 
were proverbial; and he came upon them with a 
loud -roar, and the fierce warriors attacked him. 
Numait presented An tar to his father, and when he 
looked at him, he was terrified and confounded. , 

What Arab art thou ? said he! My lord, replied 
Antar, I am of the tribe of the noble Abs. One of 
its warriors, demanded Monzar, or one of its 
slaves ? ‘‘ Nobility, my lord, said Antar, amongst 

liberal men, is tlie thrust of the spear, the blow 6f 
the sword, and [)atience beneath the battle dust. I 
am the physician of the tribe of Abs when they are 
in sickness, their protector in disgrace, the defender 
of their wives when they are in tiamble, and their 
horseman wlien • they arc in glory, and their sword 
when they rush to arras.'” 

Monzar was astonished at his fluency of speecli, 
his magnanimity and his intrepidity, for lie was 
then in the dishonourable state of a prisoner, and 
force had overpowered him. AVhat urged *thee to 
this vioh^nce on my projicrty, added Monzar, and 
•soiziire of my camels ? My lord, said Antar, the 
tyranny of my uncle obliged me to this act : for I 
was brought up with his daughter, and I had 
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passed^my And wh^n he saw 

me demand het in he asked of me as a 

mairidge dower, a dioiisand Asal’ecr camels. 1 
knew pothing about them ; so 
consented to his demand, and set out in cjuest of 
; I have Outraged you, and am consequently 
r^uced to this miserable state. 

' , :JIast thou then, said Monzar, with all. this Ibr- 
, iUude and eloquence, and propriety of manners, 
e^jppsed thy lifc^ to tlie sea ot‘ death, and endangered 
for* the sake of an Arab girl? “ Yes, 
f^y Ibrd, said Aiitar ; it is love that t'mboldens man 
ji'itb encounter dangers and horrors ; and no lover is 
^bicusable but be who tastes the bitterness of absence 
Mer the sweetness of enjoyment; and there is no 
peril to be apprelicnded, but from a look from 
beneatli the corner of a veil ; and what misfoi*tune 
can drive man to his destruction, but a woman who 
is the root and braiicli of it ! Then tears filled his 
eyes, and sighs burst from his sorrowing heart, as he 
thus exclaimed : 

The eyelashes of tlio songstress from tlie 
corner of the veil^ arc more cutting t han the edge 
“ of the cleaving ^^itars ; and when they wound 
“ the brave urc humbled, and the corners of their 
eyes arc flooded with tears. May God cause my 
uncle ta clrink of the draught of death at piy’ 
‘‘ hand ! may his hand be withered, and his fingers 
palsied ! for how. could he drive one like mo to 
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"^‘destruction by his 

“ depend on the completion qf hiis avaricious pro^- 
“ jects^ Truly Ibla, onthe day of departure, bade 
“ me adit'u, and said Ii should never return. 0 
lightnings ! waft my salutatipn ib her, and to all 
places and pastures where ; she dwells. O je 
‘‘dwellers in the forests of Tamarisks, if die, 
“ mourn for uie when my eyes are plucked outhj 
“ the Iningry fowls of the airl O ye steeds, 


“ mourn for a Knight who cr>uld engage the Itbps 
“of death in the field of battle. Alas,^ ani 
“ outcast, and in sf>rrow. I am humbled inf| 
“ galling fetters, fetters tJiat cut to my soul.’’ 

When .n"ar had finished. Moiizar was surprij^ 


wiien .irar liaci nmstied. Moiizar was surpnz^ 
at his elo(|uenee and forthude, and strength of mind 


and virtue. Now Mouzar himself was one of the 


most elo(juent of Arabs, and he was convinced that 
Antar was sincere in his grief; but he kiieiv 
not the stor>' of Jiis life. Whilst Antar and ^lonzar 
were conversing, behold the people ran away from 
their presence. On impiiring. what was llie mat- 
ter, O victorious and irresistible monarch,^ they 
exclaimed, a savage lion has appeared among us, 
is destroying tlie horsemen, arid dispersing the 
brave heroes. Spears make no impression on his 
carcase, and ho one dares to attack him. Assault 
*hfm; cried the King, before lie takes refuge in the 
forest, and cuts oft* tlie road pf the travellers, and 
renders the ways unsafe, and we therefore be dis- 
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hoiioured^i As sopu Antar heard this, his afflic- 
tions were reeved* yellj^our people to ex])ose me 
to tj^s lioiij said he to the King, and if lie sjjiould 
destroy *me, you will be amply revenged, and your 
'dishonour be cleared up: for I have slaughtered 
ypur troops, arfd destroyed your warriors; but 
i|hoi||d I slay the lion, reward me as 1 deserve, and 
Hot refuse .me justice. The King ordered the 
^bpi^s to be loosened : the guards came up to him 
and untied his hands, and were about to untie his 
feet also ; but he cried out. Loosen only my hands, 
leave my feet bound as they are, that there may be 
no retreat fVom the lion. He grasped his sword and 
his shield, and jumping along in his fetters, he thus 
exclaimed. 

‘‘ Come on, thou dog of the forests and the hills ! 
this day at my hand will I make thee drink of 
death. Soon wilt thou meet a Knight, a lion 
“ warrior, a chief tried in battle. ^ O then, attack 
not one like me, for I am a chosen hero. Attack 
“ the horsemen, thpu dog of the waste, but whither 
“ wilt thou escape from me this day .? Take this 
from my cleaving 8w6rd, that deals sorrows, dcatha 
and pestilence froro;tlie slave of a tribe, that braves 
death and woe, and never fails.” 

> Monzar was much astonished at his address to the 
lion, and he advanced with his attendants, to behdki 
what .^ntar might do. Arid when they came near 
himl; they perci^ved it was an immense lion, of the 
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size of a camel, with broad ' ^ and Ijfeg claws, 

his face was wide, and ghastly was hjs form ; his 
strength swelling ; he grinned with his teeth clenched 
like a vice, and the corners of his jaws were like 
grappling irons. When the lion ■ beheld Antar in 
his fetters, he crouched to^the ground, and extended 
himself out ; his mane bristled up; he made ^ 
spring at liim and as he approached, 
him with his sword, wdiich entered by his foreh^d^ 
and penetrated through him, issuing out at the ex- 
tremity of his back bone. O by Abs and Adnarid 
cried Antar, I will ever be the lover of Ibla. And 
the lion fell down, cut in twain, and cleft into two 
equal portions ; for the spring of the lion, anc^the 
force of the arm of the glorious warrior, just met. 
Then, wiping his sword on the lion, he thus spoke. 

Wilt thou e’er know, O Ibla, the perils I 
have encountered in the land of Irak ? My uncle 
has beguiled mo with his hypocrisy and artifice, 
^ and has acted barbarously towards mein demand- 
« ing the.marriage dower- I plunged myself into a 
sea of deaths, and repaired to Irak, without friends. 
I drove away the camels the shepherds 

single handed ; and I was returning home burn- 
ing with the flame of anxious love. I q uitted their 
not till there arose behind me the dust of the hoof 
of the high mettled steeds. I encbtintcred oi 
“'every side the war dust, and illiimiiied witJ 
“my thin bladed faulcbion, whilst the bors&nei 
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clamolir^^ behe^^ I thought the thun- 

der had let loose its uproars. As I retired, 1 
founfl that my uncle had deceiv’ed me with his 
frauds and stratagems. « But I did no! tail till 
^*-iny horse was- exhausted, and taullered in the 
'^‘^charge, and the crush of combats. I'heii 1 dis- 
uted apd drove away Avhole armies with iny 
have driven away the camels, 
bed upon the horsemen that tierceJy scoured 
a, piercing chests, ami eye* balls ; but at 
l^^close of tile day I was wearied and made 
^ captive ; for my elbows and my Jigs were depriv- 
ed of Jill sfrength. They dragged me to a noble 
grince, high and magnificent — May his glory 
endure ! Then too, I engaged a lion, fierce in 
^‘,thc onset, and harsh of heart, with a faee like 
the circumference of a shield, whose eye balls 
flashed fire like hot coals. I rushed at him with 
my sword. I met him in my fetters, so that Mon- 
zar mighi b^i&bw on me what might gratify my 
uncle., ahdvfctypr me with the desired camels.” 
Monzar mn^i b^cld his. acts. This 
is verily a toiracie ^ the'^me, and the wonder of 
thej^e'h^ to his attendants; his 

e^ubhbo and perseverance arc 
Si^^gh;tOx6i(^ universe; with him I will 

effect \^^ Cb0sroe what is the object of my wislujs,- 
i<i.bUsh the superiority of the Arabs 
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Now IVtonzar was an inteUigefXit 
regular in tlie aduiirvstratioil of justice, and prudent 
in policy. For this reason Chosroe had appointed 
him King over the Arabss *and when he was present; 
in the palace ol‘ Chosroe, he enjoyed superior digni- 
ties, and he was never stiled but as King of the Arabs^ 
And C’hosroe used to trea# him as a friend^i 
eat and drink with him ; and when^thi^Sii^repra|; 
in conversation, Monzar used to describe to 
peculiarities of Mecca and the sacn‘d 
their glory over the Deelimites and the Perliil?|" 
and nsetl to recite to him the verses of the eloqiid&lt 
men. And Chosroe, in his impartiality, was pleased 
with him, and enjoyed his society, and loved to dig- 
nify him with ])resents of gold and silvjer, for the 
Chosroes of Persia were renowned for their love of 


justice and impartiality, and abhorred oppression and 
violence, ruling mankind with liberality and gene- 
rosity. He had over his head a bell of red gold, 
and a chain attached to it on the otiltpidie of tlu> pa- 
lace ; and whenever he touched the bell^ the atten- 
dants went out and c^tifplamahts' ^ his 

presence ; and he decided su6h matters himselft I 
Now it happened that Monzar, previous to An.« 
tar’s falling into his hands, had* visited Mpdayiij, 
and presented himself to Chosroe^, and ^staid l^^ 
him •some days, and he was honored a rich 
robe* and various presents. - One of 
envied him, and when he was alopO; withlj^e^^ 
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lie ventured to say, Why do you so honour, O King, 
this wild Bedowecn, this worshipper of stone, and 
raise his dignity so high ? Whether he is absent 
or present, he is a poorMtspicable wretch; for all 
the Arabs are but sheplicrds, and worsl uppers of 
images; there is no relignoii and no faith among 
t^cm, and they are only ennobled by theft and 
iahnning, and robberies and rogueries. 

I This officer thus became jealous of the honours 
enjoyed by Monzar, and his heart was estranged 
from him. And he was one of the warriors of 
Declim, and was a leader of twenty thousand Per- 
sians, and he was ealled Khosrewan, the son of Jor- 
ham. He was always talking contcmptously of tlic 
Arabs, repeating falsehoods of them, till at last he 
effected a change in the heart of the just King. 

If, O King, said he, as he ended the conversation, 
thou art desirous of thoroughly understanding this 
man whom thou liast apjwinted over the Arabs, 
and of having, a proof jpf his ignorance and ill- 
br^liQg, aslc: ;;bim W ^ meat and dates ; 

order the servants; dates froi|i which 

tl^ are pot and to jjfec liefore 

.^au:^tes ready let tliere be insteail 
j^^stones, almond^^ suga^^ll^bs, and skinned nuts, 

K e whai, complied, and 

Monzar to eat miiat and dates; and Jic 
J.,thje as khosrewan had retom- 

mend^. diniier, the servants produced 
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the plates of dates. Cliosroe and tlie Persians ate 
away and swallowed them, for there were no stones 
to throw aside. IMonzar looked at them, and 
thought witliin himself*— Most certainly to day 
IS a festival with tliein, for they are worshippers 
of fire ; so I must eat like them, and must fashion 
my mannei*s to theirs. So Monzar ate, and swal- 
lowed the stones ; hut one sadly puzzled him, so tho 
attendants burst out into a loud laugh ; and Chosroe 
also laughed. Ami Monzar was abaslicd at their 
pleasantry. May your glory last for ever, O King, 
of the world, said he. But the wrath and indigna- 
tion ol* Monzar increased. What makes your attend- 
ants laugh ? said he. You have eaten dates and 
swallowed tlie stones, said Chosroe; ’tis for that 
we are laughing at you. I, () King, said Monzar, 
imitated you and your conn)anions, and I ate as you 
ate, for I perceived you eating the dates and swal- 
lowing the stones, and I wished to do as you had 
vione. Our dates, said Chosroe, arc without stones ; 
and instead of stones there are almonds and sugar 
plums and peeled nuts, so that Iwe eat thepi 
without trouble or annoyance. Why, said Monzar, 
did you not give me some of what you cat yourself.^ 
Still I am yoiir guest. Yet this is a proof that I ani 
an object of ridicule to ypu, and you have only inv 
vitcS 'mc that you and your companions might 
expose me. But I am i^till at all times your slave, 
and indebted to your bounty, for wtotever you have 
thougljt proper to do unto me. 
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He remained some time longer with Chbsrocj and 
tJien returned to the land of Hirah, having asked 
permission to revisit his family and native country. 
And \Vhen he reached his> capital, he wrote letters 
to the tribes of Wayil and Bekir and Jelheina, aiul 
he said in th^ letters — Attack Modayin, plunder 
the peo])le and the inhal)ilants. lay waste the villages, 
and pill to the sword the merchants of Persia, and 
plunder the |)r()])erty of Deelein. Be alhiid of no 
man shtmld any op|)ose you; hut slaughter them 
and seize thiar property, and |)lunder them. 

VVaen these letters, in which the whole circuni- 
stancr was descrihed reached the dillerent tribes, 
they were greatly incensed, and sent Se\vid the son 
of Ainil to phiiulor the inhabitants. And Handala 
ransacked the stores unci granaries, and seized the 
property of the traVellcrs ; and Harith the son of 
Joshein plundered the lands of Zilah, sparing 
neither high nor low. After this, confusion and 
rebellion rose up in the vHlagcs, and the whole 
country dreaded the Arabs. IMaiiy of the Persians^ 
were beheaded, and the Persian jnerchaiits cried 
out from all quarters against Chosroe. I'he day of 
judgtnent seemed to have come upon him, and he 
was overwhelmed with shame. He desired his 
minister Mubidan to write to Monzar an account 
of all diat had passed, and that he should punisli 
he Arab tribes, or he would disperse them among 
the plains and the desierts. ' 

So the minister v^otc to Monzar a letjpr, in 



wliicli he* said “ To him, whom we recognise as 
King of the Arabs! Truly the heart of thO just 
King is greatly irritated against you^ on account of 
the depredations coniinitfed by the Arabs on his 
tsuhjects. You must slay tlie rol)e]s and offenders, 
and chastise those tliat have oppress^d the weak, if 
yofi are obedient to the Persian government, and 
alteiid to the ordei-s of the iinpericd monarch ; and 
peace be with you from the |)rotectiug fire 1” He 
i’oJded lip the letter and scaled it and sent it to 
iMonzar, and when it reached him he opened it and 
read it, and wrote in answer to it these words : 

“To him whom* we recognise as the just King ! 
Truly my character is despised amongst tlie Arabs, 
Jiiy reputation is on the decline, my authority 
amongst them is weakened, and my honour is 
considerably discredited, since they lieard what you 
did to me about eating the dates. My power is at 
an end, because they think I am an object of ridicule 
ivith you ; so they have therefore renounced tlieir 
allegiance to me, and have separated tliemselvcs 
from my dominion. Such are the acts they liave 
committed, and they will not obey my commands. 
You must look after your own country, and inind 
your own administration.” 

When Chosroe received this answer, he read it, 
andi understood its contents. Verily, said he, these 
vagabond Arabs have a design upon me, and this 
doer of doiTS would trample upon me. But if I do 
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not degrade and humble him, I am not the King oi 
the age. 

Who, O King of the age, said the satrap 
Khosrewan, the original duise of all this trouble, is 
this Monzar, that you should trouble yoursell’ 
about him ? By your life, I am able to take him 
prisoner, I will slay his horscijnen, and will destroy 
his allies. I will bring him and Jiis cliildren to you, 
all bound with cords; and if you order me, I will 
kill them all, and will bring you his sons and his 
daughters, and most costly plunder. 

Khosrewan, said Chosroe, you are the only 
person for this expedition, for it is all your 
doing;' so prepare, and march with the troops 
under your command; and if you concpier the King 
of the Arabs, kill him not, but bring hhn to me a 
prisoner, tliat I may disgrace him and punish him, 
and let him feel his own situation ; and afterwards 
I will grant him his life, Khosrewan accordingly 
made his preparations in three days, and set out 
with twenty thousand horsemen, armed with, 
gilded shields and cleaving swords ; and Khosrewan 
was at their head, like a lion. 

But King Monzar, as soon as he observed 
Antar’s blow at the lion, and remarked his elo- 
quence and his poetry, felt assured that he was a 
distinguished hero and warrior, and he thoifght It 
wiser to spare his life, and not put him to death : but 
for the ends of justice he determined^ to keep him a 
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))riisoncr. So he detained him in custody ; saying, by 
<he fallli of an Arab, I will not proceed to extremi- 
lli's with respect to this black warrior, for his equal 
is not to be found in the whole world, (riiard this 
liorsenian, said he to his sons, until an answer 
reach us to oiir letter from the Persian King ; 
and we will then persuade him that it is this wretch 
who has plundered the cities and killed his subjects, 
and who has excit(’d against us the Arab hordes, 
'fhis will give a strong colour to our (‘xcuses in all 
points, and thus we shall gain our objects U])on our 
enemies. So Antar remained with the King impri- 
soiied and chaini’d ; and Monzar entered Hirah 
and awaited the answer. 

It was about tluj beginning of the day wlien 
x^Ionzar mounU*d his horse* and rode out to inhale 
the news; when lo ! a dust from the direction of 
Pei’sia a[)peare(l, and the whole eountry was 
bhickcned and darkened, and from beneatli it came 
I’ortli Persian horsemen, and the armic*s of Deelem. 
•Take your iniplemeiits o war, cried Monzar, ply 
the blow and the thrust, and protect the families 
and the women, or eternal will be your disgrace ; 
for truly the olfeiices against propriety in conversa- 
tion, and the blunders of the tongue are the 
calamities of man. And he sent for all the clans of 
theltribe of Shiban, and all the Aftib hordes ; and 
the Persian troops gave them ncJ rest, but poised 
their spears, and gras|3ed tljeir swords. The two 
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parties met, and attacked : blond abundantly 
flowed, eyes were fixi'd, and were scarc'd. Kliosre- 
wan advanced : lie assailed tlie tribes ol Arabia, 
and liis heart w.is. overjoyed ; he dashed towards 
the standard o<‘ Alonzar , he overset them, and he 
destroyed tlie horsomen, and annihilaUvd them. 

]^Jow Mon/ar hail encountered the Persians witli 
only tweUe ilioiisand men, and the evenino did not 
close hetore Ibnr thousand ol‘ them were slaughtered, 
and the remaimlcr retiiined, seeking safety in 
flight ; the Persians pursuing them until the shades 
of night surrounded them; wheii the Persians 
dismounting to repose themselves, Ivhosrev>nn also 
halted and shouted aloud ; and wlten they had 
pitched their tents and lighted their fires, he 
ordered his satraps and generals to surround the 
whole city of Mirah, and to guard the roads and 
highways, 

Put jMonzar, who entered Hirah routed anii 
discomfited, gnawed liis hands from sliaiiie, and was 
qi^ite hewdldereti and beside himself. He sal down* 
attended by his three sons, Nuinan, As wad, and 
Amroo ; and whilst they waw consulting and 
debating, in rushed a slave — () my lord, cried he, 
that Absian warrior wdio is in my custody, when he 
heard the uproar in the morning, asked mo what 
was the matter.'* We informed him what liad 
happened ; then, said he. Conduct me to yoiu* King, 
that I may point out tc him the means of destroy ing ' 
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ms enemies, even were they as numerous as the 
sand of the desert. Produce him, said Mon/iir, let 
us hear wliat he has to say, and let us release him 
from his fetters. Put Antar \^'as that day thinking 
of his cousin, and of his c\])editioii to procure her 
dower, and to seize the Asafeer camels, and his 
falling into captivity, and his tailure. "rhen, as he 
sighed from his overchargi‘d heart, ho thus 
recitc'd : 

'JVll Zoheir and Mdik of me, tell Ihla of me 
in unvarnished language, that I seized the 
camels flaunting over the ydains, and that 1 felled 
down the armies on the day of terrors ; say 
that I was marching away with the prope rty and 
the beaiitous camels, when the stern liui'd horso- 
“ men of Sakhm forced them from me. Al y steed 
“ hurled mc' on the battle field, and betra\ ed me, 
and suhjeeted me to the thrusts of every shield- 
armed hero. Then Vl retired as a hostage, in 
chains : tmd I have merited them ; and I moved 
along ill' them, like one overwhelmed with con- 
fusion. Had it not been for the assault of the 
“ lion among them, and their cry to me— Aid us, 
O Anlar ! when I met him, fettered as I was — 
they never would have acknowledged that I was 
“ the slayer of armies. When the furious beast 
fletv at me, I feared not. My sword cleaved the 
body of the lion,- and I foroed it out through his 
“ thighs in an instant, and I wiped it on his skin. 



* They have cast me into a sea of deaths,' anxious 
*• for my destruction, but I tumbled him down like 
one preci[)itated frojn a mountain's height.” 

We have told King Moijzar, said the attendant 
as he entered AntaTs prison ; he now demands youj, 
in order to hear ‘your proposal. An tar got up and 
went with them into the presence of the King, who 
ordered the fetters to be taken off from his feet, and 
the cords to be cut that bound his hands. Then 
he sighed, and thus spoke. 

“ May God forgive me that my soul is hardened, 
“ for my uncle beguiled me and. exposed me to 
perils, and in his vile artifices has cast me into an 
abyss of fire, whose flames encompass me. I am 
become tortured of heart, fettered, my fingers and 
‘‘ hands bound round my neck. Few are there like 
me in the day of the wood-entangled spears, when 
“ heroes contend in the fierce chargii : O King of 
the world, thy sea is expansive as the glittering 
sword among men and daemons. JVhen the 
warriors charge — then expose me to them and 
“ try my assault — my battle among thc‘iii. lie 
thou victorious, with Antar’s aid, and convert, my 
“ lord, thy fears into security. Protect but my rear 
“ with a thousand lion heroes, and thou shalt view 
the wonders of my sword and my spear. Thou 
shalt see a lion driving away the horsemen • with 
“ a scimitar that surpasses the lightning’s flash in 
“ briUiancy. Grant me the dower for my beloved 
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Ibla, ol* the thousand camels,* that have excited 
me to this enterprize. O Ibla, fear not the foe 
‘‘ on my account; when they crowd about me, and 
the war horses charge* for death is but my own 
‘‘ form— my own qualities, and there is no pros- 
perity but what is attached to my bridle. I am 
“ the youth that fells the horsemen in my strength 
—a youth whose ccpial exists not on earth. O 
breezes ! I Implore ye by the pillars at Mecca, by 
“ Zemzem — by the sacred plains and Mesdelifa, — 
when ye ];)ass the land of Sheerebah, waft iny 
salutation to Zolioir and his royal sons, and say 
to the sorrowing Shiboob, hast thou forgotten my 
fiiith — renounced my vows ? for thou art my • 
foster brother, my stay, my support when my 
friends betray me and persecute me — O Shiboob, 
haste then, my brother, haste that thou mayst see 
“ what I have sulfercd, and wliat has befallen me 
— that thou mayst sec a battle that will make 
“ thee forget the past, and that thou mayst see, O 
“ Shiboob, tlie boundless height of my glory. 
For my ambition soars above the Pleiades, and 
my fortunate star sparkles with brilliant rays.'* 
The King w as exceedingly surprised at Antar\> 
bursts of poetry and strength of mind ; and he was 
<!onviriced of victory with his sword and spear. O 
*Al)skin, said he, what is this I liave heard of you to 
day, when you heard the shouts and the attack of 
1 he enemy? Truly, my lord, replied Antais .my 
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gall \vas nearly bursting when I heard that you had 
been obliged to fly from these cauldrons of dogs ; 
this disgrace can never be erased from the Arabs. 
What can men do, said IVlimzar, wlien double their 
numbers attack^ them ? and they are overwliclmed 
by those who do not fear their carnage ? Man, 
said Antar, must patiently resist, and drink of 
he cup of death as he drinks llie purest water, and 
not fly or run away. I am now in your power, and 
I demand of you the marrmgc- dower of Ibla, 
my uncle’s daughter; restore me my sword, niy 
cuirass, my arms, and my horse, and give me a 
tliousand men to defend my rear ; and you shall see 
what my courage and force will eff’ect against your 
foes. 

By the virtue of the Kaaba, said Mon/ar, O 
Absian. if you perform what you state, and destroy 
this army — all my property, njy he and she camels 
are all at your disposal. Not one of us shall 
remain behind thg tent wall, but we will exert our 
utmost energies against the foe, and we will strike 
with our swords, and thrust with our spears. And 
he ordered his horse and his arms and his cuirass to 
be restored. And early on the morrow, a loud sliout 
arose from amongst the Persians, eager to plunder 
the property and capture the women and the chil- 
dren; but the Arabs went forth against them, aiidut' 
their head was Antar, the hero of conquest ; and he 
cried'out — Your hopes Jiave failed, you cauldron 
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of (logs, you shall this day see Antar perfortu what 
nations shall record. '^Jlien h(‘ cried, O by thy 
eyes, O Tlda, .nul tliiis repeated : 

“ On I lie ( ay of l ;att1e ex(|iiisite is the carnage. — 
Como f !rth then against me, yeomen of ahomina- 
tiori -in me ye shall meet a Knight whose blow 
“ Strikes life dead. I am the \ntar of horsemen in 
the contes!, that makes armies and warriors drink 
of ignominy, a draught Irom his hand with the 
polished sword that glides ihroiigh the neck, in 
‘•the battle field. Sexm will 1 plunge into the war 
“ dust till I encoimler Khosrewan, and make him 
“ drink of the cup of death ; 1 will make him taste 
“ from my swcjrd a draught, aftcT which he shall 
“ never taste of pure water. Ye shall see the horse 
“scattered o*er the wastes— the Hiniyanio chiefs 
“ shiill be bound on their vsaddles. I am tlie lion, 
“ foremost in Avar, and mine arm is the hori’or of 
“ warriors. Mine is honour and good fortune and 
“ glor}?^, and my star is high above the brilliant 
“ Arctufus.”” 

He then received tlie attack of the liorse as the 
parched np ground the first of the rain ; and his 
thrusts Avere the thrusts that blinded vision, and 
equalled fate and destiny. He overthreAv heroes 
and destroyed warriors, and in an hour blood was 
flowing and streaming, and bowels were ripped open. 
When the Persians observed these dreadful deeds, 
they advanced from all ^quarters. The voice of 
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Antar'was like the thunder’s peal, and his thrusts 
more rapid than the flash of the lightning ; and the 
Arab warriors, encouraged at his . steadiness, felt 
convinced of victory after defeat ; but as soon as 
the Persians saw tliese descending misfortunes, tlieir 
hearts regretted what had passed, and the land and 
the region appeared too confined for them. The 
whole country was blackened in their eyes, tlieir 
avidity was Irustrated in the capture of the sons and 
daughters. 

AflViirs continued in this position till mid-day 
and they toiled in the battle fiercer than a blazci of 
fire. And when the heat oppressc^d the warriors, 
the Persians gave way, and sought refuge in their 
tents, and gave a loose to their despair. Many 
were the horses deprived of' their riders. Their 
chief, Khosrewan, stood under the standards, and 
the delay seemed tedious, *for he was exjiecting that 
his companions would return with the captives and 
the spoil ; when, lo ! they indeed returned, but 
in fligljt. () my lord, they cried in reply to his 
questions, the Arabs have vanquished us — we have 
seen a prodigy aipdiig them — and if you do not 
come down upon that chosen horseman, not a head 
or fail of us will survive ; for he fails not where he 
aims ; he succeeds in whatever he undertakes; and 
if he attacks a whole troop, he disperses it ; if hb 
assaults a horseman, he overthrows him,^ and his 
voice is lilce a crash of thunder ; the moment a marj* 
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hears It a universal ague seizes him ; and he is like* 
a lion when he assaults, and he drives away the 
warriors before him like a flock of sheep^ 

As Khosrewan heard'this he was greatly enraged, 
and fire flashed from his eyes. Whence comes this 
horseman, he exclaimed, to this country ? and Ut 
what Arabs is he related ? Then starting from 
beneath the standards he souglit the place ol‘ 
slaughter, and the scene of attack. In his hand 
he bore a long mace with which he assailed the 
troops ; he dived through the dust, and the 
heroes trembled at his mace, as the dust rolled 
over his hor^e. 

Now Monzar was directing his sons to move be- 
yond the precirtets of Hirah, when tlie form ol’ 
victory and triumph appeared to him in the odoui* 
of that black lion. He sat down in his tent, and 
seated Antar by him, for he was dearer to him than 
all his family and relations ; he congratulated him, 
and gave him to eat, and there was no end to his 
attentions and kindness*; and as he engaged to him 
every favour, he said, if I knew, your heart would 
be gratified by remaining with me, I would send a 
messenger to your King, and would offer him my 
friendship, and I would direct him to take Ibla 
from her father, and send her to us, whether he 
will "or not. But I fear you will not allow me to 
do, what your heart would not sanction. 

I cannot possibly remain here, replied Antar ; 
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every day appears a thousand years to me ; but I 
swear by all you'* nmiiificence towards me, were even 
my heart to burst with the fierceness of- my love 
and pjissioM, I will not quit tliis country till I 
have accomplished your wishes in destroying your 
foul enemies: to-morrow, by the grace of God, I 
wiir rout their army. i'o-rnorrow I will go out to 
the field of battle ; I will challenge Khosrewan ; 
and I will invite him to terminate the iiflair,,aiul if 
he engages me, 1 will make him drink of the 
cup of death ; and afterwards I will put to flight 
these ' troops of horse over the plains and the 
deserts. When they had finished eating and 
drinking, and their conversation about the battle 
and the contest, they retired to rest and sleep. As 
soon as the morning dawned with a smile, tlio 
horsemen rushed on anxious for the fight and the 
conflict ; and as Khosrewan was preparing to 
proceed to the field, lo ! from the Arab army there 
came forth a man between the two ranks, and stood 
conspicuous amidst the two Armies, and both parties 
gazed at him. *He was like u strong battlement, 
quite immersed in steel ; in his hand was a sparkling 
blade, and he had a long spear slung over him, and 
under him was a steed of the colour of gold, 
indefatigable in labour, as an Arab poet has 
described. 

Praise a yellow steed of the colour of gold, for 
he is of the horses noblest in pedigree ; his rider 
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shall outstrip every warrior In the beauty 6f his 
shape and paces. He may be in the evening at 
Tckmet, and in the morning at Aleppo.” 

And he gallopped over the plain to and fro, and 
he disclosed a countenance like that of a Ghoul ; 
the warriors and heroes rharked him : and lo ! it 
was the illustrious chieftain and intrepid warrior, 
Aboolfawaris, Antar the son of Sliedad; and he 
came fortli to put an end to the Persian contest, 
and to slay tlieir general ; and thus return to his 
family and country with wealth and riches. He 
dashed into the centre of the army ; he disdained 
the common herd, and would not condescend to 
challenge them. He burst on the right, and dis- 
comfited it ; and slew threescore and ten — he 
rusln^d on to the left, and forced it in confusion on 
thp right ; he returned again to the centre, seeking 
carnage and bloodshed. He was mounted on a 
mare, for his horse Abjer, wounded the day before, 
was still unfit for the day of encounter. And when 
Tie was in the centre, between the two armies — he 
thus spoke. 

Relieve my pains — ease my sorrows. Sally 
‘‘ forth, aye, every lion warrior. Taste a draught 
at the edge of my sword, more bitter than the 
‘‘ cups of Absynth. When death appears in the 
‘‘^Kjrowded ranks, then challenge me to the meet- 
ing of armies. Ye Persians^ I heed ye not, I 
heed ye not. Where is he wh<^ wishes to fight 



me^ Jind wants to make me drink the liquor of 
“.death. Bring him forth, let him see what ]ie 
“ will meet from my spear under the shades of the 
“ war-t\ust. I swear, O IKla, he shall eat of death i 
“ By thy teetJi, luscious to the kiss, and by thine 
“ eyes, and all the pangs of their enchantment, and 
“ their beauty, were thy nightly visionary form 
“ not to appear to me, never should I taste of 
“ sleep. O thou my hope ! O may the western 
“ bree/e tell thee of my ardent wish to return 
“home. May* it waft thee my salutation, when 

the sparkling dawn bursts the veil of niglit. 
“ May God moisten thy nights, and bedew thee? 
“ witli his rain-charged clouds. May peace dwell 
“ with thee as long as the western and northern 
“ breeze shall blow.’' 

Wl\en Antar had finished — behold Khosrewan — 
he appeared on the plain, and he was mounted on 
a long tailed steed, marked with the new moon on 
his forehead, and on his body was a strong coat of 
mail well knit together, the workmanship of David ; 
and»armed with an imperial casque and a glittering- 
sword ; and under his thighs were four small darts, 
each like a blazing flame. And when he came 
forth on the fidd of battle he roared aloud, and con- 
temptuously of the Arabs. Antar assailed him.: high 
arose the dust about them, so that they were hid 
from the sight. Th%y exhibited most extraordinary 
prowess ; they separated^^ they clung to each other. 
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i^ow they sported, now they were in earnest ; t'hey 
^i^ave and took, they were close, they were a[>artj 
v.mtll it was mid-day, and both had severely toiled, 
[hit whenever Khosrewart attempted to assail Ant -ir 
iind strike him with his mace, he ever found him 
vigilant and on hi:» guard, and aware of liis intent. 
So lie darted aivay from him in ordm* to gallop over 
the field, and would exhibit all his manoeuvres and 
stratagems; hut Antar kept liim emjdoycxl, and 
wearied him, and preventerl his executing his de- 
signs, so that the chieftain’s wrath became intense. 
He snatched up one of his darts, and shook it anti 
hurled it at him — it flew from his hand like the 
blinding lightning, or descending fate. Antar stood 
firm, and when it enme nt'ar him, lie nu t it, and 
dexterously turning it off by liis shield, it bouiuled 
away, and fell upon the ground far oft*. Khosrewau 
snatched out a second dart and levelled it at liim ; 
hut Antar sprang out of its way, and it passed 
liarmless. He aimed a third ; but Antar rendered it 
fruitless by his dexterity and his persevering activity. 
He hurled the fourth, but it shared the same fate 
as the others. 

When Khosrew^an saw how Antar had parried 
the darts, hi§ indignation was extreme. Again he 
took up’ his mace, and he roared even as a lion roars 
—theft stretching himself out with it, lie hurled it, 
backing it with a howl that made the plmns and 
the au: rebellow. Antar threw away his spear 
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and nift the mace and cauglit it with his right 
hand in the air ; then, aiming it at Khosrewan, h(' 
cried out, take that, thou son of a two thousand 
hornecl cuckold ! I am the lover of Ihl.i, and am 
alone- the riitt‘nix of the world. Khosrewan saw 
him grasp the mace in the air, and was horrified, 
for liis strengtb^^nd force were exhausted. He re- 
treated, and attempted to fly from his antagonist, for 
he was now convinced of his destruction. He moved 
round his shield between his shoulders ; but he felt 
that his late was nigh at hand, for the mace fell 
upon his shield more forcible than the stone of a 
sling ; furiously it rattled tm the Persian chief, find 
hurled hiiii olf his saddle to the distance of twelve 
cubits, and broke Ins ribs and snapped his spine. 

Every wai rior was intensely agitated at this sur- 
prizing deed ; and when the Persians saw it they 
were bewildered ; they rushed upon Antar, agonized 
as they were at' this calamity, and exposed tJieir 
lives to certain death. The Arabs received tliem 
with undaunted courage at tlie points of their 
spears; and their spirit was exhilarated by the acts 
of Antar. The two armies assailed, and the eartli 
was pounded under the trampling of the horses. 
The horsemen and the clans encountered, clouds 

of dust thickened over their heads. And their 

• 

fury increased, till they were like the waves 61* 
^ the boisterous ocean. Spears penetrated through 
' licarts and waists, heads were flying off, blood was 
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hoillniv, cowards wore scared, the coiiraoyous hiirof 
fin‘; the King of Death circled round the cup of 
mortality ; and the coinniands of tlie Most TIigli 
were executed upon them. 

Antar, the ierocious lion, felt his heart assuaged 
m the midst of slaughter, and in the concussion of 
heroes and Avarriors. He exhihited ^terrors amidst 
the concourse ol‘ heroes, and scattered whole armies 
over the plains and the mountains. King Mon- 
zar cried out aloud in his troops, and they ex- 
posed themselves to the enemy : roused atresh was 
the flame of war ; it fiercely raged, and its sparks 
flashed ; the dust blackened the whole land, so that 
both earth and heaven were Aciled. The ground 
tbttered under the hoofs of the nol>le sU'eds, until 
tjic sweat even moistened their entrails. Blood 
flowed from the throats of the chiefs. Antar strewed 
the brave on the earth, and souls complained of 
their sufferings to him who knows tiie secrets of tJic 
world. Heads were’hcAvn from the branerhes of their 
bodies ; and the Persians saw in the deeds of Antar 
that day, Avhat terrified them, and magnifietl their 
Imrror. They fell back in flight ujion the plains in 
agony at their dispersion and discomfiture, and 
complaining of what had befallen their nobles and 
tlivir chiefs. .The Arabs in their rear drove them 
on toMieir fate, and truly their desires and wishes 
bvere accomplished. As they exulted in the rcaliza- 
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tion of their hopes and expcctiitions, they crowded 
round Antar to llijink and praise him, and he 
stood before tlieni like oiic immersetl in a sea of 
blood. Then as he recollected the horrors he l)ad 
suffered, these verses boiled in his heart, and lu‘ 
thus exclaimed : — 

Ask, O Al^ian maid, my spear anil my sword 
what they did on the day of the battle of tlie Per- 
sians. I steeped them, Avhilst the spear gored 
through the horse, in the blootl of the foe mixed 
with bitter Absynth. 1 dispersed the army that 
bellowed out their thunders, and beneath itflaslicnl 
the lightning of their swords, mounted. as 1 was 
on a noble Arab ch.arger, that flies when tlic 
sword blades crash in the fight ; he neighs for joy 
wMlst the spears are directed at him, that vibrate 
“ like speckled serpents. I urged him into the sea 
of deaths ; he snorted, and plunged into the 
tempestuously roaring waves. IIow^ many horse- 
men, O Ibla, at the edge ofmy faulchiou have torn 
‘‘ their hands with their teeth in repentance ! but I 
felled them down on the battle plain, that the wild 
“ beasts and eagles and hovering vultures miglit 
“ drink of their blood. I must love the tribe of 
Abs, were they even to shed my blood unre« 
venged,— such is my love for- thee, tjiou daiightci 
of noble chiefs ! I will endure the burthen of 
grievances, and sorrows, and captivity, and shew 
that I* am a warrior and the son of a warrior- 
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May tlic peace of God be with thee, O lUa — soon 
will I come to tliee with my tro])liies I 
Antar having finished these verses, the chiefs and 
the warriors were astonished at liis elotjutmcc*, and 
tliey repaii'ed witli tlie spoil aiul plunder to the pre- 
sence ol‘ King Monzar, who started up to meet 
Antar, kissed him between the eyes, 4 ii\i\ (*oiild only 
congratulate liim on his safety, for he was con- 
founded at sucli instances of his bravery. Horseman^ 
of the day, lie cried, ])rotcctor of y\hs and Adnan ! 
all that the Persians liave left this day be thine, O 
Knight of tlie time and age ! for thou hast earned it 
by thy sword and thy spear. Thou hast brought 
peace and comlort to the Arabs. Let this plunder 
be a grant from me to tliee, together with the Asa- 
feer camels ; and moreover, out of mine own will 1 
bestow immense w ealth on thee ; but I cannot per- 
mit thee to wed the daughter of thy unclci any 
where but .here witli mein this land, and I will fidfil 
all thy wishes and thy desires ; for I am resolved 
to send letters to the tribes, and to assemble the 
hordes from the waters and the springs, and make 
ready for war against the just King. 

O my lord, expel that thought from your miiuU 
cried Antar, for by the life of the eyes of Ibla, to 
me the strongest ^f oatlis, I alone will stand thee 
iji stead of the whole race of Arabs — never will I 
cease from the blows of my Indian sword till I have 
not left in your presence one of your enemies alive, 



not a cuckold of them. Moreover, ’tis niy intention 
to put you in possession ot the throne of Niishirvan. 
Monzar exjnessed Jiis thanks, tor* he knew he could 
perform what he ])ronus€d, from w hal he had ol 
served of his intrepidity in the black rolling dust. 

Thus tliey entered Hirali, and rtjoicid in their 
victory anti triunij>li ; and Antar went to the hal)i~ 
tation that was piepared for him. Monzar retired 
to rest ; but he was greatly disqiiieted, and feared 
Cliosroe and liis stratagems. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

On the next day wlien Monzar was seated on the 
throne of his kingdom, and the horsemen of his clan 
were around him, tliey consulted and deliberated, 
and they were.unanimoiis that the Arabs should be 
•written to, and precautions be taken against Nushir- 
van. And when they had come to this resolution, 
an attendant entered, and kissing the ground, said 
— O King, excellent tidings for you in the arrival 
of your Vizier Ainroo, the son ’of Neel ‘(*el a ! Now this 
vizier was one of the oldest men of the age, for lie 
was four hundred years old , he was well versed in 
history, and Jictpiainted with every event, and he was 
one of the wise men who had predicted t lie mission 
of MohannmMl the seal of Prophets and delegates ; 
and he generally resided at Mecca, expecting his 
appearance, that he might be directed by his light. 

When Monzar heard of his arrival,hew as rejoiced 
and delighted at the good ne>vs. In a short time lie 
presented himself, and sdlnted him. Monzar sprang 
up to meet him, , congratulated him, . and saluted 
Imh. 'O Chief, said he, you are come just at the 
very ’moment you are required, for I am over- 
whelmed with anxiety ; and for its removal I depend 



first on God, and then on you. I am quite discon- 
solate at the state of my affairs, and I have repented 
of what I liave done, and I wisli for you, O Vizier, 
Jto bear some of my burthens. 

And when lie liad informed him of all that had 
passed betweiai liim and Cliosroc — You liave in- 
deed acted wrong, O King, said Amvoo, in this 
business ; verily as soon as I heard the news, I came 
as fast as I could from the land of Mecca and the 
sacred ghrine, fearful lest your country should be 
laid waste, and the Arab chiefs destroyed by the. 
hands of the worshippers of fire, and you would 
be thus involved in disgrace and in misery. Indeed, 
I have recommended to you a thousand times 
not to make the fire- worshippers your enemies, 
until you should hear that Mecca is illuminated 
with the light and appearance of the chosen Prophet 
to be sent from Adnan, for then will the temples of 
fire be extinguished, and the palace be rent : but 
now you have only to bend to error, and take care 
to obey the orders of this monareh, even should he 
outrage you. For you have slain his satrap and 
cut up his horsemen ; so beware of liis deceits. 
Moderation is now most advisabli*; renounce writing 
to the Arabs, but have pafience till I go to Mo- 
day in, and observe its inhabitants, and mark tlie, 
state of affairs. I will visit their minister, Mubid'dii, 
and request fnm to give ,up this point, and direct 
him to avert from us the ill-will of Nushirvan. 
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Youv advice Is most judicious, said Monzar ; act, 
O Vizier, as it seems fit to you ; I will opjKJsc nothing 
you say. So Amroo went to repose liiinself.; and 
then Monzar re[)orted* to him the ih‘eds oV Antar, 
how he luid slain Khosrewan, and destroyed an 
army of twenty tliousand horse, and had given vic- 
tory to the Aral) warriors after their defeat and 
flight ; the Vizier was astonished at Antar ’s actSj 
and intrepidity, so superior were thc'y to any thing 
hitherto known in deserts or towns. 

On tlui third day the Vizier Amroo mounted his 
horse and repaired to Modayin, having first recom- 
mended IVfonzar to treat Antar with attention and 
kindness, and to prevent him from returning to his 
own <x)untry. lie traversed the deserts and culti- 
vated places till he reached Modayin, when he 
presented himself to Miibidan, the Cazi of the 
worshij)pers of* fire, without ceremony and without 
})ermission. Mubidan rose up in haste to meet him, 
and received him with the highest honour anddistinev- 
tion ; he made him sit by liim, and spoke to him in 
the most friendly manner, saying, — What has 
induced you to visit me? What has made you 
trouble yourelf about me ? I was not at hand when 
these events took place, said the Vizier, and I was 
not present at these occurrences ; I was at Mecca, 
*'ftic?in those parts ; but as soon as the news readied 
me, and 1 heard how King Monzar had eaten the 
dates with the stones, I was convinced that troijbics 
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would cuise between tlicm. I came at full speed, 
for T feared some great disaster,^ and I wished to 
settle the business ere I died. Ihit I did not arrive 
till all wfis over; so I have h\irried to you, in order 
to arrange matters, fearing that these human eonsi- 
derations would bring about unnecessarily disagree" 
aide consequences. Therefore, C) (Miiof, h/C benevolent 
as long as kindness is in your power, and be not 
revengeful on account of a difference in religion. 

JMubidan Avas plea, sod from his lieart, and the 
flame of his anger Avas extinguislied. O Amroo, 
said lie, before you arrived, I had resolved to arrange 
this business : the army has returned routed, and 
its chief has been slain; but I have not reported 
tliis* circumstance to the just King, 1 earful that blood 
would be shed, and men be slaughtered. I have 
also my anxiety about events Avhich liave lately oc- 
curred, and I wish to relieve the Jieart of the King 
of some of liis burthens ; for governments sicken 
as men sicken, and they have no otlier physician 
but their Viziers ; and these are acquainted Avith the 
evils and the remedies. 

Wliat is it, cried Amroo, that has troubled the 
lieart of the just King; lor he is the ruler of all the 
tribes! You know that tiu? Emperor of Greece, 
answerc'd Mubidan, has alAvays^been accustomed to 
send to Chosroe a vast quantity of goods, and preci6uf$ 
stones and metals and jcAvcls, and male and fem^o 
European slaves, and other objects, in short, that the 



tongncVails in describing. At this present time a Gi'c- 
c-iiin chief* is come witli the treasure, and in (lis suite 
are five Iniiidred In rsemen of* Ins niititm, and ten 
priests, and live nioiik!?f; he preseiitetl lnins\.‘ll l)ef*ore 
( diosroe in his palaee,aiid spoke to liim by in interpre- 
ter saying — () n light y King, I am indeed eonie with 
the wealth and je\v(‘ls and rich presents, such as fire 
cannot (oiisinne, and heaiitiful virgins *ind slaves; 
hut I must juake <jne stipulation witli v<>u, vi/. that 
I will not di liver them to yon, unless you have 
a Iiorseinaii that can vaiupiish me it* tlie field of 
battle. 

Nowthe cause of’tlu* arrival of t Ins Chief, continued 
Mubidau,and of his appearance bclore Chosroe, was 
tliis extraordinary eire\nnstancc. - lie had ijiiitted 
the Isles of the Sea, in order to visit the holy shrine 
at Jerusalem, and the fountain of peace, and when 
his pilgrimage was iermiiiatt^il, he heard a good re- 
port of* the cities of Syria, so he repaired thither, 
and resitled there some time ; and one day being in 
the presence of Ilarith, in the course, lu^ exhibited 
his horsemanship and intrepidity^ far suf)erior to 
llie other horsemen. Harith having remarked his 
extraordinary prowess, sent for him and |)ri'sented 
him ^Mith a robe, and exalted liim in rank above the 
nobles of bis court, accommodated liim in a house 
^suhablc to his station, and supplied him with pro- 
\i*sions. . 

And Harith for a long time engaged him against. 
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tlic warriors, aiid he overcame every antagonist iin 
force arid ability, and in course of time he conquered 
all the arhries of Syria, who acknowledged his intrepi- 
dity and 'superiority, and yielded to him the highest 
honours, so that Harith greatly rojoiced in him; and 
he said, this is indeed the sword of Jesus ; and hc! 
resolved to present him to tlie Homan Minpcror- 
So he wrofe to the I^inperor, and menlioned what 
feats this Chief had performed. Keep Jiim with 
yon, said he in his letter, and |)revenl Iris re- 
turning to tlie Isles of the Sea, in order that you 
may obtain, through him, what you wish and desire 
from the Arabs and the worsliip))ers of' lire ; and 
lie sent liis letter by a nieiseiiger. 

On the next day ITarlth dispatched the Chief with 
a party of his attendants to wait on the Emperor. 
The messenger travellwl witli the letter till he 
reached AntiocJi, and being admitted to the pre- 
sence, he delivered him the letter, which he took 
and read, and having understood its scci*ct meaning, 
was ri'joiced in the Chief. lie even went out to meet 
him with all the nobles of his court, and ministers 
of the kingdom. So when tlie Chief reached the 
suburbs, he was grtrutly surprised, as were all his 
companions, for he thought tliis meeting of the Em- 
peror was accidental, not being aware of the letter 
Ilarith had sent forward. The Chief ejismoun’ied 
and crossing liis face before lie spoke, Igsscd the 
earth in the presence of the Emperor, wlio, much 
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surprised at tlic courtesy of his manners, .desired 
him to remount his horse, and taking him hy his side, 
they all returned together to Antioch, every one 
ga/ing on the C]iief,and iistouished at his gigantic, 
shape and staliire, till tliey arrived at the city, 
when all their anxiety and trouble being al an end, 
every one returned borne. And there being no one 
present, the Emperor sat down, and made the 
Chief do so liktnvise by bis side, and invited liim 
to tell his adv(‘iil ni l's, and olfered liiin riehes and 
possessions. 

O most beneficent monarch, said tlie Chief*, I left: 
not my country in search of*wealtli, but the reason 
ol'-my departure was to seek the reward oi' virtue 
• and meritorious acts. I have reai lied your jirc- 
scnce, and my wish is to exhibit my prowess before 
the inhabitants of this land, that I may attain the 
object of my desires. The Emperor showed the 
w arrior every possible attention. 

Now the name of this Chief was Badhranioot ; he 
remained three days as the Emperor’s guest, on the 
third he appeared on the plain, and the liorsemen 
came out against him; but they retreated Iroiii before 
him in shame and disgrace,’and he remained 'galloping 
about like a daemon. For three days he continually 
exhibited himself on the course, till he bad marked 
*air the troops of the Emperor in the ‘combat ; and 
when the Emperor perceived his superior skill, he 
was much surprised, anij wishctl to detain him with 
him, that he might, through him, be victorious over 
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Ins enemies ; and amongst other things he thought 
of marrying him to his daughter, andof sliaring with 
him his dominions. 

One day Badhranioot came to the hiOiperor 
and found fiiin sitting down, and all his treasures 
before him ; lie was solectino: the best metals and 
jewels, and was putting theiu in cups, aud was 
sealing them up, and was packing them up in 
boxes, and was preparing them for a long journey 
by land. Badhramoot was much agitated aud sur- 
prised at this. To whom do you intend sending 
this treasure he asked. To (Miosroe Nushirvaii, 
the loyd of the crown and palace, replied the Em- 
peror, for he is the King of Persia and Deelem, and 
the ruler of nations. O monarch, this King, is * 
he not of the religion of Jesus the son of Mary F 
the chief asked. lie is tlie great King, Jie replied, 
and he worships lire ; and he has armies and allies 
whose numbers are incalculable, and on this account 
I send him tribute, and keep him away from my 
own country. 

At these words the light became darkness in 
Badhramoot’s eyes. By your existence, O Kin^^ 
said he, T cannot allow any one to adore augHtBill 
t?he Messiah, in this world. We must wage a sa- 
cred war, and have a crusade against the inhabitai|.ts 
of that land and those cities. How can you sub- 
mit to this disgrace and indignity, and humble 
yourself to a worshipper of fire ; you who. are the 
PAnpror nf the r^lio-ion #if the Cross, and the Priestfs 
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^^own ? I swear by him who withdrew a dead body 
from tlie earth, and brt'athed into clay, and there 
<*ainefortli birds and beasts, I will ijot permit yon to 
send these goods and presents, unless 1 go also 
against thosi' pc'ople, and iiglit tliem with the sword’s 
edge. I will engage the armies of Chosroe, and 
exert my strength against them ; if I am slain, lluvn 
you may stand to ytiur covenant. 

Hid VIS of this affair, exclaimed the Emperor ; 
avert and withdraw from us the supremacy of 
Chosroe and his armies ; but do not open upon u.s a. 
gate which we shall not be able to close : and il‘ you 
wish to make a journey to the land of the King, go 
with those presents, and when you are in his })re- 
senco, tell him your own story — exaittine the ('Xtont 
of his dominion, and his horsemen, and the numher 
of his troops, and his allies. Ask him to let you 
fight his bold warriors — whatiJver you desin^, lu^ 
will grant you ; and when you have engaged the 
horsemen and succeeded in your attempt, then in- 
form me, that I may shew you what I can do. Hut 
if you find that his power is too great, conjure him 
so spare this land and realm. 

"iPfldhramoot agreed to this proposal, and he depart- 
ed with the presents, and he arrivcfl at Modayin, 
his hfeart free from fear. He went to Chosroe and 
jireJented his letter, and said through an interpreter, 
O most glorious King, you know that Kings Avill 
not submit to tribute until they have been yan- 





q\iislie(l in hattU*. I am now come with all tills 
property as presents to you ; but I wish to avert 
this disgrace froiji the Christians, and I will engage 
your warriors in your presence. If they slay me in 
the combat, my blood is rightfully yoiii-’s ; but if I 
am SM])erior to all your heroes and combatants, tljen 
relieve us from trihiite,#aiK^ do not expose mankind 
to di/liciilties and hardsliip.s, for in all religions it iw 
tyranny aiul oppression to shed blood. 

All this being Interpreted to Chosroc, his angei 
and indignation, though considerably excited, were 
softened* by the mildness of the C'hieftain’s represen- 
tations. He pondered the subject some time, and 
then, being convinced that be liad only made a 
reasonable demand, he turned towards his satraps 
and said — Take this Chieftain, and conduct him to 
a mansion suitable to his rank, with his suite, and 
provide tliem witli every thing to eat and drink, 
that we may comply with liis recjviests; let the 
property be left with him, tliat we may likewise 
fulfil his intention: to-morrow wc will go to the 
plain to view tlic combat of the horsemen, and we 
will not receive the presents but on your terms. 

Accordingly the satraps conducted the Chief 
his suites to a s]>acious mansion, and left the 
propeity witli them. Tlie next day the aimiies 
mounted and repaired to the plain, and all being 
asscmiblcd, Chosroe mounted bis horse, surrounded 
by Jthe standards and ensigns ; aiid when the 
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two parties were dra^vn up, the Chief came forward 
like a huge camel, his priests and monks attending 
him ; he urged on his horse into the field of conten- 
tion, and the brave heroes were rushing upon him 
from all sides ; but Chosroe issued orders to his 
people that they should draw lots, and thus pro- 
ceed in rotation against him, and whoever should 
conquer him should receive all the presents he 
brought with him. 

When the combatants heard this, they retired 
from the scene of combat and drew lots, and the lot 
fell upon the first of the generals named Shirkan, 
son of Tirkan. He sallied out against the Chief ; 
but the Grecian w^arrior waiting till he came close 
to him, drew his foot out of his stirrup, struck him 
on the breast with his foot, and hurled him on the 
ground. The whole body of horsemen wen^ 
confounded, and their limbs trembled within tliem. 
Again they drew lots, and the lot fell upon a 
sturdy warrior, one of the worshippers of fire : he 
fought with various arms, and he was indefatigable 
in the combat: be rushed at him armed with a 
mace, roaring like a lion ; he opened wide his arm 
as he came near to him, and endeavoured to strike 
him and knock him down ; but the Chief struck 
him with the but-end of his spear, and dashed him 
to' the earth ; he had already drawn out the barb 
from his spear; and there was not a combatant that 
came forward but he stretched him on the ground 



and before the close of the day he had vanquished 
a hundred valiant warriors. Then Chosroe sent 
for him, and received him kindly, and gave hint 
a robe*. By the burning 6f fire and its flames, said 
he, you liavc earned all this property from these 
vile miscreants. 

Chosroe tlien returned, and lie was greatly 
enraged with his own troops; but the Cliieltaiii 
was rejoiced, and he reposed that night in security* 
The next day he returned to the contest, and 
Nushirvan also mounted his horse, and the combat 
was the same as the first day ; and the Grecian 
quitted not the sctaie of action till he had overcome 
more than a hundred warriors, many witli their ribs 
broken, suffering the pangs of death and perdition. 
And Chosroe was exceedingly wrath with his troops- 

Thus continued the Chief to engage the heroes 
of Persia for fifteen days, and he excelled them all ; 
and the armies of C'hosroc were disgraced. In 
affliction he passed tlie night, and he rose up to 
grief and gloom. Matters were in this situation, 
when lo I Mubidan entered. O Vizier, cried Chos- 
roc, watch over us in this important affair ; behold 
what is befalling us with respect to this experi- 
enced Greek, for verily, he will tear our empire in 
pieces with his intrepidity ; and we are unable to 
rid ourselves of his jiowcr. I wish to wrin^ to 
Khosrewan, to come to us with his hoi^*meii 
against this Grecian devil. 



llefrain from such expressions, O King,- fend 
'Mubidmi, for you may still accomplish your wisli, 
and degrade and hold in contempt this Chieftain, 
and the affair ierininate to your glory and success. 
How can that be ? said the King, and vvliat do you 
propose ? My opinion is, said he, that you write 
to your Lieutenant, King Monzar, the ruler of the 
Arabs, under wliose command are all tlie tribes, and 
order him to send you a few of his slav(?s, and tliey 
will siihjugate for you this ohstiiiale Chief*, and will 
accom[)lish what you covet and desire ; for the 
Arab horsemen are the horsenum of* victory and 
conqiK’st ; ihi'v only arc brought up in plains and 
rocks, in battle and slaughter ; in such emergencies 
t]ie horsemen (»!* Hijaz are most renowned ; but oiir 
horsemen, O King ol'tbe v/ta'hl, arc‘ only i*ained for 
magnificen t entertainments. 

The King laughed, and said — I low can t his he 
brought about, Mubidan ? Moiizar is irritated against 
us by what lias happened between me and him, 
owing to tlic satrap Khosrcwau, who is now gone 
against him with his troops and forces, and I have 
no intelligence of him. Live f*or ever, O King of 
the world, said Mubidan ; but for your Satrap, the 
fire has received his soul, and its smoke and its 
flames have consumed him. His army is returning 
routed land beaten. I have kept this circumstance 
a secret from you, but now the fire has made me 
J)ink it proj>erto disclose it to you. 
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(J Vizier, said Chosroe, greatly distressed— In this 
extremity, what is your plan ; how can I possibly 
send to Monzar, now that he has rent in pieces my 
honour, and slain a satrap of my government ? 

O King, said the Vizier, the honor of your Em- 
pire is in his hands — he alone can save it ; for he 
possesses a warrior of the race of Adnan, who would 
encounter every horseman and hero you possess. 
Then informing him of all that concerned Antar 
from beginning to end — ^It would, in my opinion, 
be right, added he, to send to King Monzar a robe 
and presents, and direct him to produce before you 
this lion horseman, for he will surely destroy yon 
Chief, and will remove this distress and affliction 
from your heart. But, said Chosroe, I fear Monzar 
will not obey my orders, and he will suppose that 
dismay has stricken us. 

Be assured, O great King, said Mubidan, that 
Monzar is terrified at your wrath and your ven- 
geance, and just now his Vizier Amroo, the son of 
Nefeelah, came to me, and asked me to intercede 
with you, and request you would pass over what 
he has done, and forgive his improper conduct. 
Well, said Chosroe, do what you think proper ; 
perhaps the difficulty may be removed. Order this 
horseman into our presence, and promise him on 
our part all manner of riches. So Mubifiail de- 
parted, and having acquainted the Vizier Amroo 
with what had occui^red on this important point, 
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he desired him to write to Monzar, and tell him 
what had passed, ordering him to bring Ants# into 
tlie presence of the King at Modayin. 

The Vizier wrote the letter, as follows — To 
him whom we acknowledge as King Monzar, King 
of the Arabs, lluler of the tribes Lakhm and 
Juzam and Shiban ! Know, O King, that the busi- 
ness on which I came has been eflFected, and all your 
projects are accomplished. Moreover, I have pro- 
mised Chosroe, the monarch of tlie world, that 
Antar shall overcome this Grecian Chief, and shall 
relieve his heart from bis present distress and afflic- 
tion ; come therefore hither without delay, and be 
there no other answer to this letter but placing your 
foot in the stirrup.*’ — He folded and scaled the let- 
ter, and dispatched it under the wings of a bird, and 
they remained expecting the result. But the Chief, 
as soon as the day dawned, sent some of his peo- 
ple and horsemen to demand of Chosroe permis- 
to go out to the plain that he might again engage 
in his presence his armies and his warriors. So 
Chosroe mounted, and all his people and horse- 
men also came forth : and the Greek overpowered 
the heroes of Persia, who combatted with him even 
to the close of the day, when they returned ; and 
the glory and honour of the Persians were tar- 
‘ irished. 

The next day the two parties mounted and were 
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drawn up in order ; and the Grecian fought, and 
gall(){;ed, and charged, and soiiglit for the comba- 
ants and antagonists, wlieii lo ! a horseman from 
Deelem/Bahrarn by name, ‘the son of Johram, en- 
gaged him, and he was a warrior rapid as a burning 
flame, and he fought with diflerent sorts of arms, 
indefatigable in war. He w as lh(‘ son of the uncle of 
that Khosrevvan whom Aiilar had slain, Antar, the 
destroyer of horsemen ! On that, day he fought on 
the plain, and he wore a Davidean cuirass, solid 
and firm, that blunted the javelin’s point, and in 
his hand he bore a pike with which he gave the 
blow of death. He was also girt with a cleaving 
faulchion, and under his thighs were four short 
javelins. He assaulted the Chief with all his force^ 
and engaged w ith liiiu in the combat. 

Their engagement at first was sport and play^ 
but it ernk'd in impetuosity and fury. They 
continued their labours and exertions till mid-day, 
and the Greek having experienced Bahram’s might 
and strength, at length put forth all his powers and 
energies in the contest; and the j)ike of the Chief 
was without a bai'b, as he had agreed on in the 
presence of Chosroe Nushirvan. But he stretched 
his hand over the pommel of his saddle, and plucked 
out a barb like the tongue of a serpent, and 
fastened it on the end of his pike, and ruShetl 
upon Bahrain in his rage; he extended the barb 



towards his chest, and he gave a loud shout ; .but 
Bahram struck it with his sword and cllppiSu it 
off*. The Greek threw away his pike, and drew 
forth his sword from* the scabbard, anfl they 
cngagi'd witli their sabres till both were near par- 
taking of the draught of death.* 'J'hen the ranks 
closed upon th(*m, and the Declemites rejoiced in 
their warrior, and their expectations were raised 
high. 'Fhe warriors ceased not the battle and the 
tiontest till the end of the day, when llicy separated 
unhurt ; and neither had marked his adversary. 
So they retired, and eaeli related to his companions 
the circinnstanees of the conflict. Chosroe sent for 
Bahram and gave liim a robe. 

Early next day Chosroe mounted, attended by 
the Persians, and Turcomans, and Deelemitcs, drawn 
up in ranks on the plain of battle, '^fhe Grecian 
(^hief eainc with all his suite, and charged and 
galloped over the plain. Bahram came down upon 
him, and tiiey dashed at each other and charged to 
and fro, and ranged over the plain, extending their 
long spears till every eye was sickened: then they 
commenced the battle, and continued till sun-set, 
when they again separated unhurt. But Chosroe 
was greatly distressed, and he ordered the Magi to 
make a circuit of the lire in his presence, and to 
throw aloe of Comorin into it, praising the unity of 
the adored King; so they did as he ordered. And 
the Chief performed the same ceremony, and his 



priests and monks recited the Gospel, and marked 
tlieiiifS’elves with the Cross, and both parties reposed 
in blasphemy and heresy. 

The next day at dawn the horsemen were ready 
for the contest, when lo ! a dust arose and obscuned 
the land; and there appeared coming forth a 
hundred horsemen, all sturdy Arabs, armed with 
long spears and sharp swords, mounted on noble 
coursers. King Monzar headed them, and by his 
side was Antar. The Vizier and Mubidan went 
out to meet them with a party of satraps and 
horsemen, and the troops on all sides crowded to 
look at them. Mubidan related to Antar all that 
had passed between the Grecian and Bahram. 

O Vizier, said the lion Antar, assure the just 
King, whose beneficence and liberality are well 
known, that I will encounter this Grecian, and 
Bahram, and all the warriors of Persia, Turkistan 
and Dcelem, and will not leave a man in Modayin. 
Mubidan smiled, for he was convinced# he could 
execute what he said, observing the immensity of 
his bulk, and the horror of his form, and the roll- 
ing of his eyes, and the muscular powers of his 
arms. 

O Horseman of the age, said he, should you not 
execute your engagement, and not slay this hero of 
the Cross ? — If I do not fulfil my agreement, 2rial 
Antar, drag me by my feet through the temple of 
fire, and make a sacrifice of me. Mubidan smiled. 
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and he introduced him to the officers of Goverriment 
who wore golden bracelets on their arms, and af- 
terwards to those who wore crowns on ihoir heads. 
King Monzar dismounted, and all his horsemen, and 
then entered the apartments of the Nobles, and the 
Viziers, and Satraps, and Grandees, and Dignitaries* 
Antar was in amazement at what he saw, and the 
people also stared and gazed at him ; and this con- 
tinued till they came before Chosroe. Monzai 
stepped forward and saluted him, and prayed 
lor a continuance of his glory and power, ''rhcji 
Antar too paid his homage, and thus spoke : 

May God avert from thee the evils of fortune, 
and mayst thou live secure fi*om calamities ! 
^^May thy star be ever brilliant in progressive 
prosperity, and increase in glory ! May thy 
sword be ever sharp, and cleave the necks oi 
thy foes, O thou King of the age ! May thy 
“ renown be ever celebrated in every land, for thou 
art just and beneficent. So mayst thou ever live 
a Sovereign in glory, as long as the dove pours 
forth its plaintive note.” 

Chosroe was stonished at Antar’s eloquence, and 
was confounded at the height of his j^erson, and 
his prodigious form, and the rolling of his eyes, 
and the strength of his arms. O King of the 
world, said Mubidan, this is he who has slain your 
satrap Khosrewan, and destroyed his army of 
twenty thousand bridles, and he is come now to 
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takevoway the life of this Greek, and to remove* 
evcr^ grief and sorrow from your heart, and no 
doubt he will slav all that are with him. Should 
this be the ease, said the Monarch, wc will pardon 
his fault, and ennohle him with gifts. Let them 
repose : treat them with all kindness and hospitality. 
And he sent f<3r King Monzar, and gave him a robe. 
O King of the Arabs, said he, the error was mine 
at first, and his who raised this rebellion amongst 
you ; but the has destroyed him in your pre- 
sence. 'Fhe heart of Monzar was delighted at these 
words, and his joy was great. 

And when Mubidan >vishcd to pitcli tents for 
them that they might repose till the next day — 
By the Holy Shrine, exclaimed Antar, I will not 
eat meat with you, or drink wine with you, until I 
have slain this foul-raced Greek, and made him 
drink the cup of death : for he has moved the heart 
of the just King. So he prepared his arms and 
his cuirass, and sprang from the ground on the 
back of his horse. Mubidan informed Chosroc of 
Avhat Antar had said, and he went forth with all 
his Viziers, Satraps, Princes and Deputies, to see the 
result of the combat between the two warriors. 

Mubidan also repaired to tlie Grecian Chief, and 
said — Know that Chosroe havS in his justice acted 
towards you with the greatest impartiality, and He 
has loaded you with favours, and he has only found 
amongst liis people, Bahram, that can contend with 
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you ; and the King observes even his inferfority. 
But as he docs not wish that liis reputation sfiould 
be lost, his Vicegerent over tlie Arabs is arrived 
this dav, and with hini a warrior selected tVoiri 
the heroes of Arabia, who says he will meet yon 
and make your comjianions and comrades groan for 
you. So prepare; and if you kill him or overcome 
him, return to your master witli all the })roperty 
you have brought with you. 

Badliramoot was overjoyed at this; his bosom 
swelled, and he was in ('xtasy, and he said — Let 
CJhosroe order out this angry horseman — this day 
will 1 haste against him, a)Kl make him drink the 
cup of disgrace. « And Mnbidan added -I.et the 
persons of your faith boar wilnt^.ss f<)r you. Antar 
understood not what they were saying - l'i\‘[)arc for 
battle, he cried; and immediately the Greek let go 
the briclh', and assailed Antar the son of Shedad. 
Antar was like a furious lion, as lie thus spoke; 

“ This day I will aid King Monzar, and I w ill 
exhibit iny powers and iny prowess before 
"^^Chosroe; I will break down the supjjort of Greece 
'^Mrom its foundations, and I will sever Badhra- 
moot’s head witli my scimitar. I will exterminate 
every Hon hei’o with my sword : let liim vaunt, 
let him boast, let him scoff. Is it not known 
disft my power is sublime on high ! — Is it not 
among the stars in the vicinity of Jupiter ? I 
am he whose might is uncontroulable in battle. 



I ai,ii of the race of Abs, the valiant lion of 
the" cavern. If thou art Badhramoot, I am 
called An tar among men. It was easy for me to 
vanquish the armies of Chosroe in the contest, 
and soon will I overthrow Caesar’s self with my 
spear. Hear the words of an intrepid lion, reso- 
“lute, iiiidaimted, all-conquering. I am he of 
whom arriors can bear witness in the combat 
under the turbid battle-dust. My sword is my 
companion in the night-shades, as are also my 
Abjer, and my lance and my spear in the conflicts. 
« Night is my complexion, but day is my emblem ; 
the sun is niupicstionably the mirror of my deeds. 
This day thou shalt feel ihq truth of what I 
have said : and I w ill prove that I am the Pheenix 
of the age.” 

Then Antar rushed down upon the Grecian like 
a cloud, .and the Greek met him like a blazing fire* 
They engaged like two lions ; they maddened at 
each otlter like two camels, and they dasJied 
against each other like two mountains, so that they 
frightened every eye w'ith their deeds. A dust 
rose over them that hid them from the sight for 
tw'o hours. The Greek perceived in Antar some- 
thing beyond his capacity, and a sea where there 
was no rest : he was terrified and agitated, and ex- 
claimed — by the Messiah and his disciples'! this 
biscuit is not of tl\e same leaven— this is the hour 
of contention ; and now is the time for struggle and 
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exertion. So he slionted and roared at Antar and 
attacked him with his spike-pointed spear, and; dealt 
liim a iiirious thrust ; but Antar eluded it by a 
dexterous movement, and struck him with llie heel 
of his lance under the arm, and made him totter on 
the back of his horse ; and he almost hurled him on 
the ground : but Badramoot with Infinite irjtre])idity, 
sat firm on liis horse*' s back, and galloj)jx*d to the 
further part of the plain. Antar waited patiently till 
he had recovered, and his spirit was renewed, wliei: 
he returned upon him like a lerocious lion, and 
recommenced the conflict. 

King Monzar was highly gratified at. the deeds 
of Antar, and felt convinced t hat he was only spar^ 
ing him, and dallying Avlth him, and that had he 
wished to kill him, he would have done it. But: 
the Monarch was perfectly astonished at Antar’s 
courage; and turning to his Jittendants, said to 
them — By the essence of fire, this is indeed horse- 
manship and inti’epidity. Never have I remarked 
such but in an Arab ! And he advanced towards 
the field of battle that he might observe what pas- 
sed between these dreadful combatfints, and that 
he might sec ho^v the affair wmdd terminate. 

Now Bahrarn, w^hen he perceived tliat Antar was 
superior to himself in strength, aruUvas mightier than 
tlfe Greek in the conflict, felt assured that he would 
obtain the promised reward ; so he was seized with 
the disease of envy, which preyed in flames upon 
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Ins heart and his body, particularly when he hewd 
thal An tar had slain the son of his Uncle ; then he 
resolved to betray Antar, and make him drink of 
the cup ’of perdition. So fie waited till both were 
involved in dust, when he drew from under his 
thigh a dart more deadly than the mlslbrtunes of 
the age ; and when he came near Antar, he raised 
his arm and aimed at him the blow of a powerful 
hero. It started from his hand like a spark of fire ; 
but Antar was quick of mind, and his eyes were 
continually turning to the right and to the left, for 
lie was amongst a nation that were not of his own 
race, and thal put him on his guard, and he instantly 
jierceived Bahrain as he aimed his dart at him ; and 
then easting away his spear out of his hand, he caught 
the dart in the air with his heaven-endowed force 
and strength, and rushing at the Greek, and sliout- 
ing at him with a paralysing voice, he struck him 
with that very dart in the chest, and it issued out 
quivering like a flame through his back ; then wheel- 
ing round Afijer, like a frightful lion he turned down 
upon Bahrani ; but Chosroe, terrified lest Antar 
^should slay Bahram, cried out to his attendants — 
Keep off Antar from Bahram, or he will kill him, 
and pour down annihilation upon him. So the 
warriors and the satraps hastened after the dreadful 
Antar, and conducted him to Chosroe, and as the ’ 
foam burst from his lips, and his eye-balls flashed 
fire, he dismounted from Abjcr, and thus spoke : 
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® May God perpetuate thy glory and happiness^ 
and raayst thou ever live in eternal bliss I' O 
thou King miglity in power., and the source of 
justice on every oepasion ! I have lelt Badrali- 
moot prostrate on the sands — wallowing in blood. 
At the tliriist of my spefar he fell dead, and his 
flesh is the prey of the fowls of the air. I left 
the gore spouting out from him like the stream 
on the day of the copious rain. 1 am the 
terrible warrior ; renowned is my naine, and I 
protect my friend from every peril. Should 
Cmsar hlmsc'lf oppose thee, O King, and come 
against thee with his countless host, I will leave 
him dead with his companions. True and unvar- 
nished is this promise. O King, sublime in 
honours — illustrious and happy, thou art now 
firm refuge; and my stay in every crisis. Be 
kind then, and grant me leave to go to my 
family, and to prepare for my departure : for my 
anxiety, and my passion for the noble-minded, 
brilliant-faced Ibla arc intense. Hail {‘or ever — 
be at peace — live in everlasting prosperity, sur- 
“ rounded by joys and pleasures !” 

Chosroc again marvelled at his elo(juence, and 
clothed him with an imperial robe, and presented 
him five Arab horses, with saddles of burnished gold, 
studded witli pearls and jewels. He then addressed 
Mubidan, and said — Deliver to this • warrior all 
that came with the Greek, whether merchandize or 
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beautiful maidens ; and he knew no bounds to his 
generosity, adding — Bring him to me to-morrow tliat 
I may exalt him with favours, and that I may make 
him one of our Viceroys of the age. Do ye want any 
thing further ? cried he to the companions of the 
Greek ? Does any one wish for the combat and the 
conflict ? If so, let him hasten to the field of battle. 

No more talk we of war and contention, said 
they all; we only came to this country with the 
Chief to be witnesses of this event and conflict ; 
and verily, O King of the age, we have experienced 
every justice from you. So they departed, and 
turned away their steeds, and traversed the plains 
and deserts, hardly crediting their escape. 

Chosroe repaired to his palace, and Mubldan liad 
charge of Antar’s aflalrs : he conducted him and 
Monzar to the house of the Greek Chief, where 
were the treasures and the presents. He opened 
all the trunks, and presented to Aboolfawaris all the 
pearls and the jewels and the precious stones. 
Antar rejoiced and smiled, and exclaimed — O what 
joy ! where are thine eyes, O Ibla ? but by the 
faith of an Arab there is not in all the treasures of the 
King, one atom of her, no not one grain. And as 
he regarded the maidens of Greece and of Europe 
and the Cophtian slave girls, his joy was increased, 
and he blessed the termination of his expedition ; 
and he kissed Mubidan’s breast and beard, and he 
praised him in these words : 
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Thou hast granted me favours, and I /Tnjist 
publish my gratitude ; thou hast accomplished 
my every wish for happiness. I will thank thee 
as long as I live, and if I die, my bones m their 
“ grave shall praise thee.” 

Mubidan was truly gratified at Antar's praises. 
Renowned hero, said he, we do not mean that you 
should be content with this small gift, for this 
is not our property. You shall soon behold our 
beneficence; this is the. w^ealth and these the 
jewels, the blue-eyed Greek, whom you killed and 
made to drink of the cup of death and disgrace, 
brought with him. Rut we Avould not have 
consigned this most precious property, and these 
maidens who resemble the constellations, but to one 
who should vanquish and debase him: and verily, 
you are the irresistible one, that has done that, and 
the pro]jei»ly becomes your property, and you have 
obtained it by your actions. He then ordered the 
slaves to spread carpets in a splendid mansion, and 
to arrange the vases and ewers ; and they did as 
they were ordered ; they laid out the dinner tables 
before Monzar and Antar and their companions. 
And when Antar observed the variety of delicious 
meats, of mutton and pigeons and thrushes, and 
the quantity of doves, and the profusion of sweat- 
meats, 'he turned towards Monzar, and said — My 
lord, are these various viands their usual victuals ? 
are they at all times accustomed to such luscious 
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things ? for I see here no cameFs flesli. \srhat art 
thoii talking of? cried Monzar ; think *ho more of 
the inhabitants of the wilds and deserts, and those 
that drink camels milk night and day; habituate 
thyself to the inhabitants of towns and cities, for 
thou must live in the vicinity of great Kings. 
So Antar ate till he was satisfied ; the glasses 
passed round, and they killed the jovial hours in 
mirth and merriment: and when the female slaves 
knew' they were the property of Antar, they came 
to offer their service, and whenever he got up or 
sat dow'n, they surrounded him : but he would not 
take the least notice of them, for no one but Ibla 
Avas in his heart. 

O Aboolfawaris, said Monzar, thou dost not 
delight in, or seem to look on thy slaves witli 
pleasure ; or feel sensible of thy high dignity. Re* 
move all painful reflections, or thoughts of thine 
own country, for thou hast risen to the rank of 
princes ; and W'ere the Chieftains of thy nation to 
see thee, how they would envy thee ! Antar heard 
this ; he sighed from his sorrowing heart, and tears 
flowed from his eyes, O my lord, said he, I swear 
by your existence, all this grandeur has no value, 
no charm in my e^^es ; love of my native land 
is the fixed passion of my soul, and he thus 
continued : 

The fresh breeze comes in the morn, and when 
‘‘ it blows on me with its refreshing essence, it is 
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more grateful to me than ^11 which my powpr has 
obtained in nightly depredations— -than all my 
“ property and wealth. The realms of Chosroe I 
“ would not covet, were? the phantom of my love to, 
vanish from my sight. May the showers of rain 
ever bedew the lands and mounds of^ Sheerebah ! 
lands, where the brilliancy of the veiled full 
‘‘ moons may be seen in the obscurity of their sable 
‘‘ ringlets — where my heart chases among them, a 
‘‘ damsel whose eyes are painted with antimony, 
more lovely than the Houri. Thou mayst see 
“ in her teetli a liquor when she smiles, where the 
“ wine cuj) is studded with pearls. The fawn has 
borrowed tlie magic of her eye, and it is the lion 
of the earth that chases its prey for her beauty. 
Lovely maid — delicately formed — beauteous — en- 
chanting ! and at her charms is the brightness of 
the moon abashed. O Ibla, the anguish of 
absence is in my hcai't — thou mayst see the shafts 
of death driven tlu’ough my soul. O Ibla, did 
not thy visionary form visit me by night, 1 should 
pass the night in sorrows and restlessness. O 
Ibla, how many calamities have I endured and 
have plunged into them with my highly tempered 
faulchion, whilst the charging steeds and un- 
daunted warriors dive into the ever perilous 
ocean of death.” 

Monzar was greatly surprised at Antar’s fluency 
of speech, and the force of his love and passion, and 
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he began conversing • with him about what occu- 
pied his mind; and thus they continued till it was 
dark, and sleep came upon tliem. So they passed 
the night tliere. In the morning came Mubidan to 
them, accompanied by a troop of slaves. He com- 
plimented them, and enquired about their night's 
rest, and how they were pleased. Mount your 
horses, he continued, to go and compliment Chosroe, 
for he is prepared to go out hunting and amuse him- 
self. As to me, said Antar, I have no other desire 
but speedily to return to my family and my country, 
that my friends and companions may see me, and 
the Asafecr camels I have with me as a marriage 
dower for my uncle’s daughter. 

Mubidan smiled at these words, and knew his 
wish and object. O Aboolfawaris, said he, your ex- 
pectations shall be gratified with respect to the Asa- 
feer camels, all laden, and many otliers besides ; and 
you shall not return to your native land, 'ere you re- 
ceive them all piled up with burthens. Antar express- 
ed his thanks, and with Monzar mounted, and they 
all accompanied Mubidan, till on perceiving Nushir- 
van, they instantly dismounted. Antar presented him- 
self, and attempted to kiss Chosroe's feet in the stir- 
rup, but the King not only prevented him, but stoop- 
ed towards him and kissed him between the eyes ; 
and never had Nushirvan conferred such a mdrk of 
distinction on any one but Antar, the destroyer of 
herpes, on account of his having vanquished the 
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Greek warrior, and having removed distress and 
affliction from his mind.. He ordered sonic; noble 
Arab horses to be brought before Antar ; and the 
satraps delivered tp him* some of the finest breed, all 
glittering with housings of burnished gold. Antar 
mounted, and Chosroe kept him by his side and 
treated him as a companion, and conversed with 
him, and enquired alxiut his night’s rest, and his 
love for his tribe and friends. They continued 
their ride till they reached the hunting spot ; but 
no one entered that place except Nushirvan, when 
he wished to hunt and amuse himself ; and guards 
were stationed over it on all sides, fearful that any 
one should enter ; and as it was filled in all quar- 
ters and directions, the wild beasts and deer ran 
away from before them ; and as the horsemen 
advanced, the birds took to flight from every part ; 
the warriors galloppcd and the heroes raced their 
steeds, and they spread abroad in all directions. 

When Antar observed this sport, he urged on his 
horse with the other riders, .and pursued a herd of 
deer with great eagerness, and at lengtli overtook 
them; he galloppcd among them, and stretched 
many of them on the plain, and he was mucli amu- 
sed and pleased. But whilst he was thus occupied, 
behold an horseman pouneed down upon him like 
an-eagle, and as he came up to him, he opened wide 
his arm, and stretching himself out, struck Antar a 
violent blow ; it fell between his shoulders ; it stag- 
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gered Jbini) and almost laid him prostrate ; but he 
recovered himself ; he was however tottering from 
the back of his horse, when — 'fake that, thou Hed- 
jaz dog! cried vlie villain ;* and if thou hast any 
breath of life in thee, come on and fight, for I must 
slay thee, thou vile black, as thou slowest my cou- 
sin Khosrewan, and the Greek, and made them drink 
of the cup of death and disgrace ; and thou hast 
obtained possession of all that property and those 
beauteous slaves, and thou art exalted in the pre- 
sence I f Chosroc. 

Now this horseman was Bohram, the Chief of 
Dcelem. He conceived against Antar a detidly liatred 
and envy, which consumed his heart and his body ; 
and wlien Chosroe ordered him not to get into any 
disputes with Antar, warning him against his su- 
perior powers, Bohrcim went to his t)wn people, 
and said to them — ff this slave depart in safety with 
all his spoil and plunder, our honour w ill be debased 
among the tribes of the Cross and the Priest’s 
gown, and no one will have any respect for us. 
From that time he indulged to such a degree his 
envy against Antar, that he watelied liiin till he 
thus caught him alone in the hunt, and traitorously 
assailed him. But he knew not that Antar was a 
warrior, fixed as the mountain’s rcx)ts ; and as he 
still saw him firmly seated on liis horse, he grasped 
his sword and advanced at him ; but Antar, recover- 
ing from the violence of the blow, wheeled round his 
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horse andf waited till he recognised his foe ; then he 
sought him as a bird of prey the weakest dove,, and 
his assault was the assault of the fiercest lion ! and 
thus he addressed him : • 

The Almighty has exposed thee to a lion 
wan'ior, th^t thou inayest fall subdued by iny 
sword, O thou, sprung from the worshippers of the 
sunbeams, and from those who adore the blazing 
flames. Fate will repay thee, for it has devoted 
“ thee to the fight with me, *and to the horrors of 
my strength. Des])air ; all thy hopes are frus- 
trated, founded on the crush ol* thy mace and the 
Marrior-yell. Tlioii art indeed like the moth, 
that wlien it sees the flame, imagines its safety is 
in its destriiction. Stand firm them to the spear- 
thrust of him whose force tliou hast .sought. 
Thou w’ouldst insult a lion, powerful in every 
combat. Take tlien the spear-thrust froiii the 
hand of one to whom the dminons of the desert 
have bowed in submission, and from whom they 
implore the aid of God.’’ 

Then he came down on him like a cloud, and he 
aimed a slight thrust at him with tlie heel of 
his spear, and broke his ribs, and threw him from 
the back of his horse the distance of two spear’s 
lengths. The warriors of Deelera beheld the deed, 
and^thought he was dead and in a state of annihi- 
lation ; and they all rushed down upon Antar, crying 
at him in their various dialects. But he met them 
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like a flash of lightning, and he began driving at them 
and repulsing them — his cyc-balls turned red, they 
appeared like crimson blood lie gras])ed his never 
failing Diiami in his hand, resolved not to leave a 
Deeleinite alive. Just then came ii}) Chosroe with 
his visiei-s and satraps, and they cried out to the 
Deelemites in Persian, for they had lieard what 
Bohram had done : and the Deelemites withdrew 
from the combat, saying, this black slave has 
brought disgrace upon us, and has slain our Chief ! 
^Tis false, said Mubidan, ye foul wretches of Dcelem, 
your Chief is the aggressor ; but he ought in duty 
to have treated him kindly, and have waited on 
him himself, for he has done for us what no human 
being could do, and if he has slain your Chief, he 
is not to blame. 

Mubidan then requested Antar to advance, who 
related all that had passed between him and Boh- 
ram ; and Chosroe believed his words, for he was 
aware of the folly of his servant. He then ordered 
his satraps to seize the Deelemites, and bring them 
before him to strike off their heads. They seized 
them all, and pinioned their shoulders and bound 
their arms. But Antar, seeing Bohrani’s attendants 
thus disgraced, dismounted from Abjer, and ad- 
vanced towards the great King, and kissing the 
earth before him, begged him to pardon them, 
saying, O my lord ; pardon is becoming in you, and 
most suitable for such as you — here I kiss your 
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tioble hands, praying you to forgive them this 
crime, for to-morrow I intend to return home : my 
objects and wishes with respect to you arc accom- 
plished, and I do not wish to be mentioned after 
my departure, but for virtuous deeds; and let it 
not be said of me, I went unto a tribe, and left it 
in disgrace, and clothed with shame. 

Chosroe admired Antar's benevolence and gene- 
rosity of soul; he granted his request, and released 
the Dceleinitcs. At mid-day he returned from the 
hunt, and repaired to a garden unequalled in any 
city of the Avorld, and in it was collected all that 
the lip or the tongue can covet. It was a superb 
palace, like a fairy pavilion-*— ninety cubits in 
length, and seventy cubits wide, built of marble 
and red cornelian ; in the centre was a lountain 
filled with rose water and purest musk, in the 
middle of it was a column of emerald, and on its 
summit a hawk of burnished gold ; its eyes were 
topazes and its beak jasper ; round it were various 
birds, scattering from their bills upon Cliosioe and 
all that were present, musk and ambergris. The 
whole edifice was scented with perfumes, and the 
ceilings of the palace glittered with gold and silver. 
It was one of the wonders of the period, and the 
miracle of the age. IV hen \ntar entered, his 
miiid was bewildered at (he pictures and colours he 
aw, and he thus expressed himself 

A Palace — greetings and peace be on it — Time 



has spread its beauties over it. A Palace— the 
roofs of cities might stand beneath its roof* On 
it are the directions fqr the paths of virtue. 
Strong are its columns, gililed are its walls ; 
mankind may glory in its magnificence. Over 
its gales have jewels and pure unalloyed gold 
disposed their honours; there is nothing further 
to be desired. On it are the wonders of every 
species of miracle the senses are bewildered in 
describing it; beautifully perfect is every elegant 
device : nothing can exceed its excellence. And the 
King shines above all Kings in his acts and his 
justice — May days and years endure for him I” 
At the upper end of the gardens there w^as 
raised for Chosroe, a throne of burnished gold and 
pillars of gTcen emerald, and pedestals of silver that 
sent' fiirth rclulgent rays in the darkest night. 
Round it were stools of ivory and elxiny inlaid with 
brilliant gold. Chosroe seated himself on tlie 
throne, and ordered Monzar and Antar to sit by 
him : thus exalting him high above all that were 
present. The attendants and suite also sat down ; 
every one took his place ; and they were no sooner 
aminged than the dinner tables were served with 
various dainties, and a profusion of fruits and 
sweatmeats. Chosroe advanced, and all that were 
present, and partook of the repast* But Antar’s 
eyes were in confusion* He sat down on his knees, 
and bared his arms, chucking the things into liis 
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mouth, but never moved his jaws : lie gorgtxl him- 
self like an liungry Arab, and roared like a wild 
beast, to tlie great ampizenient of Chosroe, who 
supplied him witli every variety that was helbrt* 
him: and Antar devoured them, as he asked Moii- 
zai* the name of each. So they brought him meats 
of all kinds till he had crammed his stomach ; then 
raising’ liis head up he thus sjK>ke : 

“ Hail, O King, whose boimties, in his age, sUind 
in lieu of the rain. O thou, the Kiblah* of 
petitioners — O crown of glory — O full moon of 
this period — O thou planet Saturn. O tliou 
whose scat is raised above Pisces — O thou the 
“ refuge of all that sorrow — thy station is on high 
far above the world — it is a rain-cloud that 
hcstow^s its showers on mankind. When lie fights, 
all the world fear his assaults, as if a lion 
were by his side. He is the scat of justice in his 
age — liberality and equity reign in liis realms. 
O ye dwellers in the land of Abs, I have received 
from Cliosroe and his muniliccnce, what cannot be 
described or enumerated — no day can suffice to 
detail an account of such, goodness. The King 
has attained the heights of virtue by his glory ; 
and happiness dwells in his jialace. With him I 
am firmly established ni honour, and in his 
gardens I have beheld a i’ountain w hose waters 
abound like his favors, and the liberality of his 


' The point to which the Arabs turned tlieir f^ccs in prater. 
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palm- His garden contains every flower of every 
“ species, and brilliant arc their charms. The birds 
in every note sing as if they were praising his 
bounties to us. lie is a King ! whenever he 
charges in the day of battle, the lions of the war 
are astonislied at his greatness, Victory is among 
his companions, and glory and honour are his 
friends. Amongst nations then will I speak my 
gratitude for his favours, and I will engage the 
horsemen on his side.*” 

When Antar had delighted the King by his elo- 
quence, the slaves presented him the wine, and 
they poured him out wine that was like fire, and re- 
sembled the rosy cheeks of a mistress, till the liquor 
played with his wits, and refreshed all the pleasures 
he had enjoyed. Antar looked upon this jovial 
feast as a dream : for his heart and soul were at 
home, and all his desires centered in Ibla. After 
some time Chosroe addressed him, and asked him 
questions, and joked and laughed with him, en- 
quiring about his country and its habitations. Antar 
related all that had passed with his uncle Malik and 
the tribe of Abs and so forth ; and when the King 
was certain that his affection for Ibla was unshaken, 
and that his love could not possibly admit of increase; 
— I am truly surprised, 'O Absian, said he, at your 
forbearance and your reserve, your grievances being 
of such a nature, O my lord, said Antar, I swear 
by, the existence of your munificence, that is un- 
bounded, and the liberality of your hands, that can 



never be forgotten, I am a dead man among the 
living ! O Aboolfawaris, added Monzar, abandon 
the expressions of ignorant Arabs, and recollect that 
you are in a place, where decorum and civilty are ex- 
pected. Fill your glass and drink, and listen to the 
voice of the songstress who would soothe the afflicted; 
and enjoy the haj)p 3 '^ hours. Ah ! said Antar, how 
delightful would be all you say, were my heart at. 
ease, and thus he exclaimed. . 

“ Wine cannot calm my heart, sickness will not 
‘^quit my body — my eyelids are ever sore — tears 
ever stream in torrents from them. The song- 
stress would soothe my heart with her voice ; but 
my love-sick heart loathes it. The remembrances 
of Ibla draw off my mind from her song, and I 
would say to my friend, this is all a dream. In 
the land of Hedjaz are the tents of my tribe, and 
to meet them again is forbidden me. Amongst 
the tents of that people is a plump-hipped damsel 
that never removes her veil, and under her veil 
“ are eyes that inspire sickness, and the pupils of 
‘‘ her eyes strike with disease. Between her lips is 
the purest musk, and camphor diluted with wine. 
‘‘ My love and madness arc dear to me, for to him 
who loves, sweet is the pang of love. O daughter 
. ‘‘ of Malik, let my foes triumph in my absence ; 
let* them watch or sleep. But in my journey 1 
have encountered events that would turn children 
gray in their a'adles. Pleasuscs have succefjded 



tp difficulties, and I have met a monarch whom 
no words can describe — a King to whom all the 
“ creation is a slave, and to whom fortune is a vas- 
sal, whoso hand distribiifes bounties, so that I 
‘‘ know not whctlier it is the sea or a cloud. The 
sun has invested him with a crown, so that the 
world need not fear darkness. The stars are his 
jewels, in which there is a moon brilliant andlumi- 
nous, as at its full. Mankind is corporeal, and be 
“ is spiritual. Let every joint and every member 
laud his name. Live for ever, Prince of the 
horsemen, long as the dove pours its plaintive 
note, live for ever ! ' 

Chosroe was greatly pleased and surprised at 
these verses, for he was himself eloquent in the 
Arabian dialect. Were I to give you my kingdom, 
O Absian, said he, it would be a smidl gift in com- 
jwisoii with your deserts, for what I can grant is 
but transitory, like all other things ; but your com- 
mendations will endure for ages. Oblige me, and 
demand of me wdiat may gratify you, that I may at 
any rate make you some compensation for your 
praises. Indeed, said Antar, I have fallen by your 
bounty into a sea that has neither lengtli nor breadth, 
and I shall not return but with w hat will raise my 
glory raiiongst my countrymen; hut I really do wish 
my uncle'^s daughter, Ibla, had on her head a tiara 
like this, for it would set her off' liLJcly ; but I know 
it is very ill-bred in me to make such a request. 



291 


Chosroe laughed and smiled at Aiilar’s remark ; 
he spoke to one of his satraps^ who rose up, and 
in a shqrt time returned, and with him were four 
slaves bearing a can^pjr of silver ; on the 'top of it 
was a hawk formed of burnished gold, its eyes were 
of topazes and its feet emeralds. '^Jhis canopy, 
Aboolfawaris, shall serve your uncle’s daughter to 
sit in on the night of her marriage with you, and in 
this tiara shall she be wedded to you; and he took 
the tiara from his head, and untying his girdle and 
mantle and his coronet, he laid them down in the 
pavilion, desiring Antar to accept them all. Antar 
advanced towards the King, kissed his hands, and 
thus addressed him : 

O King of the universe, I thank thee for the 
vast gifts thou hast bestowed upon me ; thou hast 
granted me favors I cannot bear ; thou art the 
most beneficent of all that tread the earth ! thou 
art the man to whom all Kings bow in the day of 
“ battle ; every Arab and every Persian. But thy 
slave still lives in the agony he endures from his 
love, his weakness, and his passion. He liyes far 
from his friends, for whom he thirsts ; and languish- 
ing for Ibla, he lives restless in torments.” 

The King’s astonishment increased. Absian, said 
he, oblige me by demanding what more you want ; 
I request of you, said Antar, the renewal of the ajj- 
polntment of King Monzar. I will do it, Antar, 
said Chosroe i and he directed it to be written 
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thoughout the imperial dominious, that Monzar 
should not be removed from his government of Mas- 
scma, and had he even a blind daughter, she should 
be the rtiler thereof*. Have you any other want, 
said he, delivering the letter to Antar. I have no 
other wish, said Antar, but to return to my country 
and home. 

When those that envied and hated Antar among 
the Persians, on account of the presents and honours 
he had received, saw this, they conspired to destroy 
him, and carry off liis property. Now Chosroe 
had a famous wrestler, called Rostam, and he was 
celebrated for his pugilistic skill through various 
realms and cities. Antar's enemies went to him in 
order to instigate him against Antar, saying — Know, 
most expert of men, that this insignificant worth- 
less black slave has received Chosroe’s tiara, and im- 
mense wealth, and is returning with it to his own 
country. Rostam sprang up like a lion, and pre- 
senting himself to the King without asking per- 
mission, kissed the ground — O great King, said 
he, if you have any consideration for me, let not a 
slave of the desert be more dignified than 1 am. You 
have made him one of your associates. I am the 
pugilist of your throne, and therefore let not that 
head be raised above me. 

Antar heard and saw, but understood not what 
was passing. Rostam, said Chosroe, abandon this 
envious disposition, or thou wilt die of anguish. 1 
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*,vish, said'Ilostam, he would present himself before 
you, and then I will prove to you lie is not worthy 
your esteem. I will slay him with this mace, and 
will unite liini to the irilies of Aad and Thvmood. 

On lieariiii*- this the King- Avas greatly vexed. 
Do you eomprehend, said he to Antar, what he 
says, Aboolfiiwaris ? I have not understood w Iwit he 
said, but I can perceive tliat he is very jealous, and 
that his head is like the head of a camel, said Antar. 
Let me hear what ho wants, thru I may comply with 
Jiis request. This man is my wrestler, said (*ho.sroc, 
and is come to try liit* strength w itli you iu wrestling, 
and prove yonr powers in lite combat. Ts he not 
one of your warriors, asked Antar, and thoscj with 
him are they not your men ? Ye s, sai«l (’hosroe. 
T forbade his interferenee with you, hut he will not 
he dissuaded. Well, said Antar, I cannot allow my 
arm to be extended to his injury, and my heart 
will not allow me. to hurt him ou aecoimt of your 
bounty and favour, and great kindness tins ards me : 
not that this unwillingness on nw part originates 
in feai’, or in any inferiority to Ifmi ; but that the 
Arabs should liear of me, and accuse me of mak- 
ing troubles and dissensions; nor tliat the noble 
Arabs may say- of me tliat Antar, tlie son of Shedad, 
presented himself to Chosroc, and iiarlook of his 
loodj^aiid then slew his su])jccts in his presenee. 
Aboolfawaris, said the King, much agitated, if you 
wrestle with him, will you kill him? Yes, said 
U 
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Aritar, for he only seeks to wrestle with nie, that he 
may destroy me ; and you know, O King, that 
wrestling is one species of ire ; and justice and 
propriety are rc'(|iiir('d in it I and if one antagonist 
prevails over the otlu‘f antagonist, he abuses and 
reviles him, hut should his antagonist be angry at 
him, lie kills liini. 

Jdsteii to me, said Chosroe to Uostam ; do not 
provoke this man. I fear for you, lest he overcome 
you, and if you do Uot l.ehave propt'rly to him, lie 
will tear out your life from between your ribs 1 
must wrehtle with him, said Uostam ; if lie kills me, 
let iny bhxid and property be his, and esteemed 
duly Avon amo'.g tliese warriors. Strip off your 
clothes then, said Cliosnu*, bis countenance iriHamed 
witli Avralli, and jirepare for the combat. I will tell 
him that he may engage with you, and that your 
blood will be fairly his. So Uostam took off his 
garments, and was s1rip[MMl iVom his slioiilders, that 
were harder than a rock, and his twisted arms were 
like columns. 

Arise Ahoolfhwaris, said the King, and Avrestle 
with him, and ii‘ he plays the fool with you, slay 
him, and hasten his death, and mind not tlie conse- 
([uenccs ; you are not answerable for liis blood. 

Autar sprang on his legs, and threw about his arms 
and twisted bis skirts about his waistband; aud as 
he was about to begin, Aboolfawaris, said Cliosroe, 
you have not stripped, or put on the short breeches, 
as e*/ery pugilist does. By your existence, O King 
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of the age, replied Aiitar, I never in my life wrestled 
with short breeches, and never will I wrestle biit in 
the clothes of a horseman. Chosroc Avas greatly 
troubled. Ky tlu; burning of fire, he exdaimed, 
Never, in the course of my life, have I seen a man 
wrestle as a horseman, without breeches. To day, 
said Antar, you shall see what I will do with Ros- 
tam in the presence of tliese warriors. 

Antar went up to Rostam. Rostam bent himsell’ 
like an arch, and appeared like a burning flame. He 
rushed upon Antar with all his ibree, for hi? looked 
on him as a common man, and he did not know that 
Antar, even in his youth, used to wrestle Avith he 
and she camels in the plains and the rocks. They 
grasped each other with their hands, they butted with 
their heads, they assaulted Avitli their Avhole might, 
like two lions or tw^o elephants. Then Rostam 
stretched out his hniid at Antar’s waistband, and 
clung to it, and attempted to lift him up in his arms, 
but he found him like a stone fixed in a toAver, and 
he tottered before him. Then he repented of what 
lie had done, and of having provoked Antar, He 
slackened his hold, and he ran round him for an hour, 
in the presence of Chosroe and his attendants. He 
then sprang behind him, and thrust his head between 
his legs, and attempted to raise him on the Cack of 
liis neck, and to dash him on the ground ; but Antar 
knew Avhat were his intentions and his secret designs ; 
so lie closed his knees on Rostam’s neck, and almost 
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riiaclc his eye-balls start from tlicir sockets, and near- 
ly deprived liini of life. Rostani was terrified, and 
wished to esfa]K* from betAveen his leirs, but he could 
not; livery at [('nipt failed;* Antar was like a block 
of stoiu* ooiwino- OH a desert or a mountain. Antar 
siezed him by his breeches, and clung to him, atid 
raised him up in his hands like a sparrow in th(‘ 
claws of a bird of prey, and Avalked away with him 
among the nudtitiule, wishing to wrestle quietly 
before the King. I’hit Rostam, when ho saw' his 
life WMs in Autar’s hands, like a young child was 
abashed and mortified before the warriors and sa- 
traps, and the groat King, He clenched his fist, and 
struck Antar on the ear. Antar soon recovered 
from the Idow^ — lie returned to the threshold of the 
palace, and dashed him on the ground, and smashed 
him to atoms. Tlieii presenting liiniself to Chosroe 
he thus spoke. 

Death has resolved he should die slain, and 
should be subdued and disgraced by me. Curses 
on his hands I It Avas Jiis arrogant folly that 
pointed out the road by Avliicli he should be 
“ destroyed. Had thy eyes beheld my deeds in 
the combat, wliere the spears tears the hands of 
‘‘ the lancers, thou wouldst have feared for the 
“ extinction of his days when he outraged me in 
this lengthened action, O King, who has en- 
‘'‘joyed every glory, listen to my story and’ the 
‘‘ account of my honours. He sought in every 
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‘‘ way to increase liis fame by his deeds ; so I left 
liim after that rcdncecl to infamy. Truly he 
“ ^ hastened tlio time of liis own fate, and his tlcsliny 
was at my disposal. God ordaitu'd his tlealh for 
his acts, and delerniiiied it should he executed by 
my hand. Hail, dien, O King! live for ever in 
protected happiness that may never fail thee.'” 
Then was Nushirvan quite confounded at his 
powers. O King, said Antar, I swear hy the two 
eyes of Ihia (to me the most Vacred of oaths), tliat 
when 1 raised him on iny hands, my only intention 
was to bring him before 3 "ou and wrestle in your 
presence? : hut as he traissgressed the fair laws of 
battle, there was nothing for liim hut death. 
Chosroe believed what he said, and ordered Ros- 
tam’s property to he confiscati*d, and to be trans- 
ferred to Antar, and he gave him a written 
assignment of his possessions and 

And when the day was spent, Alonzar hemmed 
the signal for rising: An tar got up, and asked 
Chosroe‘’s permission to commence his journey : 
the order being given for his being supplied with 
the finest steeds, and all their golden accoutrements 
and ricli housings. They went to the liouse that 
was set apart for them ; where Antar found treasures 
of wealth, and liorscs and mules, and he and she 
caihels, and other goods no woyds can tell. Antar 
askedwhence they came: Aboolfawaris, saidMonzar, 
this is the property of Rostam : and they reposed 



till morning; when Mubidan came and compli- 
mented them, and as he was going with them to 
Nushirvan, I wish, my lord, said Antar to the 
Vizier, that you would introduce me to the temples 
of fire.* 


* The 

Continuation of this History hux 
not yet been received ui Env, - 
land, Ed. 
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The Sixth Chapter continued, 

: sjiU Antar to the Vizier, Intlcecl, my 

lord, you liave overwhelmed your slave with fa- 
vours and kindnesses, no tongue can describe ; still 
I have one wish that you would allow mo to view 
the Temples of Fire, that I may behold their mi- 
nisters and treasures, and the service required in 
them. There let me observe its blazing, and how 
the officers supply the flame ; so that, on my return 
home, I may be able to relate to my friends what 
I have seen in the Temples of Fire. O Aboolfa- 
waris, replied ^lubidan, I cannot possibly conduct 
you to the Temples of Fire, because you scoft* at 
them. Ilut if you are verily anxious to enter, 
purify your thoughts towards the adored God, 
and prostrate yourself in worship. I swear by the 
Almighty God, added Antar, that I do not visit 
them but with the purest views; for I am aware 
they are one of God’s miracles. Upon this, Mu- 
bidan led him to the Chief Temple, where he be- 
held a magnificent building, of yellow brass, raised 
on pillars of steel, with precious stones in the in- 
terstices — the wonder of the age, to astonish the 
wisest of men. It had three stories, and to each 
story were three portals, and to each portal were 
VOL. I. X 
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slaves and servants, stationed over tlie edifice. An- 
tar gazed at these men witli glittering forms ; and 
round thy waists of eacli we^*e leather coverings in 
the form of short breeches ; and they were stand- 
ing at the doors of the Temple, some near and 
some at a distance. In their hands Avere pokers of 
steel, with which they raised the flame, heedless of 
the God of the two worlds, and uttering Magian 
Avords, that ravished the soul : whilst their Slu^ikh, 
seated on a bench of skin, cluinnted in his own 
tongue. The fire blazed before bim ; the fuel a\ as 
of aloe- wood; toAvards Avhich they all addressc^d 
their prostrations, saying, I and yon, Ave laud 
the adored God.” Mubidan accosted him Avlth 
salutations, and prostrated himself l)efore the fire, 
and Avalked round it, Avhilst Antar folloAved in great 
astonishment and surprise at all he did. Hoavcaxu’, 
he imitated him in every thing he observed him do ; 
at M'hich Mubidan Avas extremely pleased, seeing 
him thus walk round, and offer up his j)rayers. 
Everj O Aboolfawaris, said he, may you continue 
your adorations to the fire, night and day; in it 
have I ever found my safety and prosperity. Never 
may any injury assail you ! may no foe ever harm 
your person i My lord, replied Antar, Avhere can 
Ave ever find a fire like your fire, for you kindle it 
Avith aloe-wood and perfumes; thence proceeds a 
delicious vapour, and thence issues this fragrant 
essence, that exhilarates the heart. But our abode 
is a barren Avaste, where nought is to be jvrocured 
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but the dung of camels, and branches of green 
wood, wlicnce proceeds a smoke and smell, -lo blind 
the sight and distract the brain, and to confuse the 
senses. Mubitlan laughed, and felt convinced that 
Antar would never relinquish the worship oF statues 
and images. After this, they quitted the Temple 
of Fire, and the fragrant odours, more exquisite 
than ambergris. J ust then the recollection of Ibla 
occurred to his mind, and his imagination being 
agitated with his passion, Ife thus spoke: 

“ Tlie logs of aloe s])arlvle in the fire, and the 
fljnncs blaze high in the air ; the sweetness of its 
‘^vapour refreshes my heart, when it is wafted 
Avith a northerly Avind. Its bnlliancy and llanic 
are like the lace of my beauteous Ibla. But, 
fire, blaze not — burn not — I'or in my heart is 
a flame more furious than thee! Sleep has aban- 
doned my eyes by night, when I behold my 
friends in the Avings of darkness. Delightful 
“ would be to me the abode of my tribe, Avere I 
“ even ])oor, and not Avorth a halter, [n a distant 
land, I should feel no more anxiety for the song, 
though all its cities were in my possession, d he 
“ smoke of the herbs at home, Avlien it is scented 
‘‘ even Avith camefs dung, is sAveeter to me than 
the aloe-Avood, and more brilliant to my eyes iri 
the obscurity of night. O my lord, my anxiety 
‘‘ increases to see my friends : so permit me to de- 
part ; thou art my stay and my support ; be mer- 
‘‘ ciliil, and compassionate my situation. \ have 
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no succour In the world but thou, towards the 
success of my projects. So grant me my recpicst ; 

“ and mayst thou over live happy ; mayst thou 
live long, and glorious, and great, in every feli- 
“ city and every lionour.” 

After tJiis, Muhidan conducted 7\ntar to the 
treasuries of the l*ersian monarch, where he opened 
chests full of the precious metals, and jewels, and 
pearls, and articles, that confounded the sight, and 
amazed the senses. Come, Aboolfawaris, said he, 
what do you want.^* What the king, in his munifi- 
cence, replied Antar, has already bestowed on me, 
is sufficient for me. An Arab only prides himself 
on the number of his horses, and his he and she 
camels, and 1 have already obtained endless abund- 
ance; but to show my obedience, I will take 
these three strings, and this chaplet of jewels, for 
the daughter of my uncle, Ibla. Jlut as he cast 
his eyes around, he beheld a pavilion, whose like 
no king of the world possessed. It was called the 
Hemisphere, and it was a load for forty camels. 
It first belonged to Shedad the son of Aad ; it 
descended to Pharaoh, and afterwards to Nimrod, 
the son of Canaan; and it continued to descend 
from King to King till it came to the Emperor of 
Greece. At that time Chosroe and Caesar reigned 
over the whole earth — and the Euphrates divided 
them. The Emperor ruled over the countries* of 
Europe and the Christian tribes, and Chosroe Nu- 
shirvan ruled over the Arabs and the Persians^ 
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l?ut at all times the Emperor was obliged to pay 
tribute to the Monarch of Persia, lor his orders 
were obeyed in every land. But one year the 
Emperor went to visit the Persian king; and as 
amongst all his riches he had nothing to offer as a 
present but this pavilion, he gave it to him ; and 
by the command of Chosroe it was pitched at 
Modayin, and it occupied in its immensity half the 
land of Modayin. The Persian king was greatly 
astonislied, and every beholder was amazed ; for it 
was of network, formed of plates of gold and silver 
and emeralds ; and there were painted on it all that 
God had created — cities, villages, towns, trees, 
birds, countries, waters, and rivers. And Chosroe, 
as he looked at its beauties, was so overjoyed, that 
ho relieved the Emperor from the capitation and 
tribute for ten whole years. It remained in the 
treasury of the King till Antar came with Monzar 
to Modayin, and slew the Greek warrior, and en- 
tered the treasury of the Persian Monarch : and as 
he looked at the pavilion, he said to Mubidaii, I 
wish to have that pavilion, that I may present it 
to Ibla on the night of my marriage. Mubidan 
smiled, and ordered the slaves to remove the pa- 
vilion to the house ; and they did as they were bid : 
and as they were quitting the treasury, said Antar 
to Mubidan, Know, my lord, that when I entered 
the temples of the Eire, I asked of it a favour ; I 
know not whether it will grant it, or whether it 
will detain me longer, and withhold it. What was 
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thy wish, horseman of the age? said Mubidan. I 
recpiestQd, replied Antar, a s})ccdy return to my 
family and country. Know tlien, said JMubidan, 
if the lure- consent to tliy prayer, to-morrow, at an 
early liour, prejjyrations shall be made I’or the 
journey. Upon this they proceeded to the King’s 
palace. He received them most graciously, and 
seating Antar near him, inquired after his liealth, 
and wliat he had received. Verily, said Antar, the 
tongue lails in describing what I, your slave, liave 
received from your bounty and miiniiicence; and 
I liave notliing further to demand, but a return to 
my family and country. But the King, turning 
towards Mubidan, tlirew him a roll of leaves, and 
said, Put aside all that is noted in tins roll, pro- 
j)erty and jewels, for Aboolfawaris Antar. I liave 
written to the treasury for money — to the wardrobe 
for superb stuffs — to the armoury for cuirasses and 
arms — and to the keeper of the women for male 
and female slaves ; and let the w'hole be given over 
to Antar, in addition to the confiscated property, 
and with what he has chosen, and the pavilion 
called the Hemisphere; so that no blame or re- 
proach be attached to me, but the reproach be on 
you alone. His departure must still be delayed 
three days : and when all is prepared for his jour- 
ne}?^, inform me, that 1 may also go forth to bid him 
farewell, and do towards him as he deserves at iliy 
Jiands. 

Early next day Antar started up, and having 
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kissed the ground, he and Muhidan went forth. 
TJie latter sent for the treasurer, and told liiiii wliat 
quantity of money the king had assigned to Abool- 
fawaris Antar ; and lie said, I have the Great King's 
order for a hundred thousand imperial dinars, and 
a hundred thousand Dakyanos dinars, eaeli dinar 
of the value of seven, and four hundred thousand 
dirliems of silver to distribute; and five hundred 
embroidered velvet robes, and a thousand silk vests, 
of the royal manufacture, *as presents; and, more- 
over, four tliousand ])ieces of light silk for khelaats, 
to give away; and be all this property ready, in 
chests and on mules. Muhidan called for the 
armourer, and told him what the King had ordered 
respecting pavilions, tents, and cuirasses, and arms, 
for Aboolfiwaris Antar, saying, I have received the 
royal signet to assign over to Aboolfawaris Antar 
twenty of the grandest pavilions^ and pavilions de- 
nominated Quarter Globes ; and four thousand com- 
mon tents, and four thousand cuirasses, and four 
tliousand breast-plates, and every thing of that de- 
scription, according to the list ; and all witli their 
respective cases and camels. Midiidan sent for the 
keeper of the women, and communicated the orders 
of the Great King respecting Aboolfawaris Antar^ 
saying, I have received the royal signet to consign 
over to Antar four hundred white male slaves, with 
their clothes and accoutrements, and their horses 
and their trappings ; and four hundred strong black 
slaves, lit for battle and war, with tlicir Chief Abool- 
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niout, with all their horses and their accoutrements, 
and their breast-plates, and cuirasses; and four 
hundred Georgian female slaves, and four hundred 
fair European slaves, and four hundred (\>plit, and 
four hundred 1‘ersian slaves, and four hundred 
slaves of Tihah ; and let every slave he mounted 
on a mule, and under every slave let there he two 
chests of rich silk. 

And Muhidan having directed his deputy to 
prepare all he liad enumerated in three days, Antar 
and Monzar, and the heroes that were with them, 
withdrew, preceded by servants loaded with pre- 
sents, and khelaats, and money. Eut when the 
three days had expired, the slaves came forth with 
their burthens, and prepared the camels and the 
mules. And just as Antar was setting out, behold 
Mubidan came towards him, and taking him by 
the hand, conducted liim to Nushirvan. As soon 
as Antar entered the liall of audience, he kissed 
the ground. The King directed him to be seated. 
Aboolfawaris, said he, I have heard from King 
IMonzar that you slew in his presence one of the 
lions of Khifan, your feet being fettered, and only 
your hands at liberty. — Now this event is thus ex- 
plained : — When Bahram, the Chief of Dilem, saw 
that Antar had acquired such an increase of wealth, 
all that the Greek had brought with him from the 
Emperor, and all the property of the wrestler Ros- 
tam, and presents and donations which were in 
Mubidan^s possession, the disease of envy fell upon 
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him, and preyed upon his heart and body. He 
presented liimself to Chosroc, and exclaimed, O 
most noble Monarch, the Kings of the world have 
not received from you what you have bestowed on 
tliis black slave ; and he is a Avorthless, insignificant 
wretch ! He slew your satrap Khosrewan; he routed 
his army of twenty thousand horse ; and the Kings 
of the age will say of you, that your niunificence is 
only the result of your fear of his sword and spear. 
The Emperor Avill also hd enraged against you, 
because he has slain liis warrior, and made him 
drink of the cup of death and perdition; and he 
wall demand of you blood and revenge. My opinion 
is, you should seize this wicked slave ; take back 
all the presents you have made him; and detain 
Iiiin in slavery and bondage. Slay him, and make 
him drink of the cup of annihilation. The King 
was exceedingly wrath; And what, he exclaimed, 
shall be my excuse with tlic Kings of the world, 
when they shall say, Nushirvan gave a Bedoween 
immense wealth, then betrayed him, and took back 
all he had bestowed on him ? I sliall be called a 
miser. Benouiice such a project, O Bahrain ! If 
you fear the reproaches of Kings, returned Bahram, 
send for this slave into your presence ! tell him you 
have heard from King Monzar that he slew a lion 
of Khifan before him when his feet were fettered, 
and* his hands alone at liberty. He will say, Yes, 
O King ! Then say you wish to sec him combat 
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Avitli a lion. Let loose at him your lion, that you 
have brought up and named Khcmecs — huge as an 
elephant : a beast, your armies and your horsemen 
dare not face. Should he slay that ferocious lion, 
he will have merited at your hands the wealth you 
have bestowed on liim. Should the lion destroy 
him, all your proj)erty will revert to you. The 
Kings of the wilds and the deserts will hold you 
excused, and no reproach he attaclicd to your name. 
The Monarch hung hi^ head towards the ground ; 
and ailer a little reflection, he exclaimed, lint shoidtl 
An tar slay the lion, and make him taste of the cup 

of vengeance . Should Antar slay the lion, 

said Bahrain, interrupting him, then let my blood 
and my proj)crty be legally his. Chosroe joyed in 
Iiis heart, and ordered him to be seated ; anti Mu- 
bidan was directed to produce the hero. So lie 
repaired t() his dwelling, and, preventing his de- 
parture, conducted him to the presence of the (ireat 
King. When Antar entered the audience-chamber, 
lie made his salutation, and kissed the ground. The 
King ordered him to sit down; and after talking 
familiarly with him for a while, 1 have heard, he 
continued, O Aboolfawaris, from King Monzar, 
that you engaged a lion in his presence, your legs 
being fettered, and only your hands at liberty. I 
am very anxious to see you thus contend with a 
lion which I have brought up, and named Khemccs ; 
huge as an immense elephant — of amazing strength 



THU LION KllEMEEF. 


309 


and fierceness, O iny lord, cried Antar, liave you 
only sent for me to meet a lion ? lie is the veriest 
dog of the wilds and the plains. 13y your life, () 
King of the age, I was thinking that you could 
only have called on me in some great crisis, or 
against a vast finny, in order that I might destroy 
them with my sword. But if it be only to encounter 
this brute, come on, as you please ! The Monarch 
was struck with wonder at the strength of his heart, 
and commanded the lion to be brought forth. A 
concourse of people went out; and having bound 
the beast of the forests with chains of iron, and 
five stout warriors holding each a link of the chain, 
they dragged him out. His body was of enormous 
length, his make broad, his chest wddc, his nostrils 
flat, his mane yellow, and flashes of fire shot Irom 
his eyes. Each fang was a horror, and his claws 
terrors. At the sight, the King’s indignation against 
Bahrain increased; Timt turiiing towards Antar, 
Now, Aboohawaris, he cried, descend ; let me be- 
ll old your contest witli this furious lion. Antar 
instantly sjirang up ; and tucking the skirts of his 
gfirments within his girdle, he grasped his sword in 
his right, and his shield in his lel’t hand, and, thus 
armed, stalked towards the lion, his heart liarder 
than rock; and, as he thought of ibla, he thus 
spoke : 

‘ ‘ O lion, stand firm — flinch not, attack me, for 
‘‘ I fear thee not — assault me, I will not shrink 
“ from the fight with one like thee — I dread thee 
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“ not. If thou tliinkest thy face stern, I am also 
fierce of aspect, but no coward. This day thou 
shalt lie prostrate — thou ^ shalt be humbled low 
ill the ‘dust. — llcccive the blow from the arm of 
“ An tar, and lie deeply dyed in thine own blood.’* 
The mind of the King was rapt in astonish- 
ment at these verses ; and he felt more and more 
the intrepidity of Antar, who stood in front of the 
lion, and, shouting at him, began to draw him on, 
as a ferocious lion do6s a weaker animal: — some- 
times he assailed him on the left, sometimes from 
the right; and the lion knew not which way to 
turn in the presence of Antar, who, at length, cry- 
ing out O by Abs ! O by Adnan ! I am ever 
the lover of IblaP’ struck the beast with Dhami 
between the eyes, and the sword continued to slide 
through his body till it issued out between his 
thighs. Antar cut him in tw^in before the Hall of 
Audience as if he had divided him with a scale ; 
then, coming forward, he prayed for the conti- 
nuation of the Monarch’s glory. Never be tliy 
hand paralysed !” cried Chosroe ; “ may no one 
ever harm thee, O Aboolfawaris, thou ornament of 
every assembly ! for thou art indeed an undaunted 
lion, and a victorious warrior ! and thy enemies are 
overthrown.” He instantly ordered Ilahram to be 
seized and his head to be struck off*, and his pro- 
perty to be given to Antar — money, furniture, and 
slaves ; and though Antar wished to intercede for 
him, By the burning of the Fire, O horseman of 



UKATIl OP BAIIRAM. 


311 


the world exclaimed the King, “ he is a villain. 

“ It was he who persuaded me to order this com- 
bat : but I only consented to his suggestions, that 
all his possessions might devolve on yoii ; and I 
now grant you all his wealth. Take them, and 
depart, but do not reproach me for my offence.” 
The officers struck off Bahram’s head, and loaded 
Antar with every article he possessed. Monzar 
rejoiced at Antar’s accession of wealth ; for he had 
been the cause of raising thfc honour and credit of 
the Arabs among the worshippers of Fire. Thus 
Antar departed from the land of INIodayin with 
boundless riches and incalculable wealtli. The 
Great King also mounted, with Mubidan and all 
the Satraps, to take leave of Antar : and when they 
were at some distance from Modayin, and had 
plunged into the barren desert, Antar dismounted 
from Abjer, and, moving towwds the King, kissed 
his feet in the stirrup, and begged him to return 
with his attendants, thus addressing him : 

‘‘ O thou whose station is sublime — in thy be- 
ncficence above the height of Sirius and Aries ! — 
thou art the king like whom there is no king, 
“ and whose munificence is renowned over hill and 
dale. O thou, my hope ! thou hast overwhelmed 
me with favours. O thou whose largesses re- 
“ semble the beauteous rain-cloud ! thou hast be- 
‘‘ slowed gifts on me whose extent I cannot count ; 

so liberal is thy hand, O thou, my life and my 
‘‘ hope ! thou art the man to whom all kingsi must 
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submit ; and In tliy justice thou hast surpassed 
“ all thy predecessoi\s.” 

Do not imagine, exclaimed tlie King with aug- 
mented deliglit, that we have been able duly to re- 
compense you. AVhat we have given you is perish- 
able, as every thing human is — but your praises 
will endure lor ages. He then kissed An tar be- 
tAveen tlie eyes, and bade him adieu, giving him as 
a last token a rich robe : aiid begging him to visit 
liim frequently, he dejuirted. 

Monzar and An tar traviiled side by side, tra- 
versing the rocks and the deserts in social converse, 
and reciting verses day and night until they reached 
llirah: and the day of their arrival was a general 
festival. The flags and standards were waved over 
tlieir heads; and the Arabs were amazed when 
they saw the immense Avealth that accompanied 
Antar. Monzar lodged Antar at a magnificent 
mansion, and made a sjflendid entertainment and 
feast for all classes. Antar, after a stay of* three 
days, on the fourth morning resumed his journey. 
IMonzar presented him a thousand Asafeer camels 
and five hundred loads of the rarities of Irak, and 
fifty noble steeds, of the most generous breed, with 
their armour and coats of mail, and a hundred 
female slaves and two hundred strong male slaves ; 
and the chief of all the slaves was Aboolmout. O 
Aboolfawaris, said IMonzar, Avill you take an escort 
to protect you and conduct you home ? AVhat say 
you? /exclaimed Antar; is one like me in Avant of 
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a tax-gatherer ? can one like me fear even, a count- 
less host? Were even whole armies to assail me, 
I would meet them ! Ty ere even Death to encounter 
me, I would engage him ! O my lord, he added, 
I only consider all this wealth as proceeding from 
you. I am now one of your freedmeii and your 
slave — for wlum you had ])ower over me you 
gave me liherty, and when I was a prisoner you 
releas(?d me. May your sword be ever drawn in 
conquest against your foes I and may your niu- 
nih!<x*ncc ever flow towards your suppliants! i\nd 
as he kissed the ground he thus continued : 

“ O great and renov/ ned Monarch, be glorified ! 
for no one can ever vfiunt himself siqjerior to tliy 
glories. As to liberality, thy hand has grasped 
“ it all : as to rain, thy palm bestows it — and thy 
hand calms every woe. How many hast thou 
relieved from sorrdw, whose pains vanisli as soon 
as thy countenance appears ! Tlie copiousness 
of generosity flows from thy hand in eternal 
streams ; and one may see thy fingers ever sup- 
})lylng, ever showering. The armies of battle 
are thy drawn sword, and wherever it moves 
“ agiiinst the foe, it vanquishes. May the glory it 
“ desires never fail it, and may the world ever be 
at thy command ! May thy lord ever grant thee 
every favour, and mayst thou avert and subdue 
“ all thy enemies I May the projects and elforts of 
‘^*man ever fail against thy enterprises, and may 
‘‘ glory ever belong to the grasp of the hand and 
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the fingers of King Monzar ! He has attained 
every honour, every virtue, every excellence, 
every felicity, and universal liberality 
Most marvellous ! exclaimed Monzar : this is 
indeed the man who has so nobly treated me, and 
raised me to the highest dignity with his laudatory 
poetry. Antar embraced Monzar, and bade him 
farewell: whilst Monzar, dismounting from his 
horse, took off all his clothes, and put them on 
Antar, giving him als6 every thing else he had 
with him on that day, and then returned home 
with his attendants. But Antar traversed the de- 
serts and the wildernesses, his slaves marching be- 
fore him with all his property : and he rejoiced in 
the accomplishment of his hopes, except wlien the 
greatness of his anxious love afflicted him ; and as 
he approached the land of Hijaz his passions were 
roused, and he thus spoke : 

Is it the breeze from the heights of the land of 
“ Shurebah that revives me and resuscitates my 
heart, or is it the gale from the tamarisks ? Is 
it the flame that consumes me for Ibla, or is it 
the lightning’s flash from her dwelling that de- 
prives me of my senses ? O thou spot where she 
resides, may thy hillocks be ever inhabited by 
‘‘ the families, and may thy plains be ever crowded 
with friends ! Have thine eyelids been seen to 
watch at night, as my eyelids have watched ever 
since I quitted thee.^ And has the turtle-dove\s 
moaji filled thee with sorrow in thy sleeplessness. 
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‘‘ as the turtle-(love\s moan has distressed me ? I 
departed from thee not uneasy, or miicli in 
anguish ; but my uncle lias outraged me, and 
coveted my deatli. He has exposed ine to a sea 
“ of dangers, but I plunged into it with my glitter- 
ing two-edged blade. I have cut through the 
neck of fortune, and the nocturnal vicissitudes 
and •the nightly calamities have trembled. My 
“ good fortune has seated mein a mansion of glory, 
“ man and genii could neVer attain. I have en- 
countered in Irak horsemen that may be accounted 
“ as whole tribes when the battle rages. I am 
returning with the wealth of Chosroe and (>a;sar 
“ — with he and she camels, horses, and slaves; 
and, when I reach home, my enemies shall weep, 
as one day they laughed when Shiboob announced 
“ my death. They indeed sought my destruction 
‘‘ in a distant land ; hut they knew not that death 
** was — my sword and my s})car !” 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Antar continued to pass over the plains and wllds^ 
until he arrived at a place called Zatool MenahiL 
Now An tar, whenever he approached a halting-place, 
always sent a slave forward, lest any one should be 
concealed there. Accordingly he despatched a slave, 
who on reaching the spot saw it already occupied by 
five black slaves, of the colour of pitch and night; 
and with them was a magnificent howdah, on the 
summit of which was a golden crescent. Within 
was a person weeping and sobbing from a wounded 
heart, and screaming out, Woe unto these dastard 
slaves! Where are thine eyes, O Antar, that they 
might behold me? And thus she continued her 
lament : 

“ Where are thine eyes, O knight of men and 
genii ? Oh ! that thou couldst sec me in the infamy 
of despair with wretches w ho respect no protection. 
No — no, and have no mercy 1 O that I had never 
lived in this age of traitors, who only see in thee 
‘‘ my misery and dishonour! Why has God pro- 
“ longed my existence now the lion is gone, who 
ever protected the country and the women? May 
‘‘ God ever bedew his grave with plenteous showers 
‘‘ that truth, he was a knight and 
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a hero tliat could van(|uish with his fingers the 
beasts of llic desert, and destroy the warriors in 
the day of battle, whenever he appeared in the 
“ plain of contention.*” 

Antar arriving at that inoincnt, was greatly sur- 
prised at this address; and l)astcning up to the 
slaves, Ye ficcursed wretches! he exclaimed, whose 
are those tents Who is it that intends tolialt here.? 
Who is this that is crying and weeping, and is call 
ing on the name of Antar? *Go to thine own work, 
replied one of them : Away I away 1 or thou wilt 
soon be a corpse — Away to the desert, belbre the 
Nocturnal Evil overtake thee, or the Depredator 
of the Age take thee prisoner, and seize tliy arms 
and thy horse, and join thee to his other captives. 
An tar’s whole heart and soul throbbed at such lan- 
guage ; his agony and anguish were intense, when 
lo ! tile stranger raised up the veil of the howdah, 
and a damsel ajipeared, exclaiming, O my cousin ! 
art thou among the living, and I in the jxiwca- of 
the foe ? Antar gazed earnestly, and behold it was 
Ibla ! ^ She had thrown herself on the ground, and 
was endeavouring to rise, but she could not stand, 
so exhausted was she by her grief. At sucli a sight 
Antar’s distress and affliction augmented. What 
means this dreadful event, this calamity ? he cried : 
Who is it that has forced thee to this desert.? 
Whence come these slaves with thee ? He instantly 
rode toAv^ards her ; the slaves raised a loud scream, 
but Antar roared like a lion: he slackened the bridle 
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of his horse — he encountered the first, and pierced 
him through the chest, driving his spear through 
his back — he transfixed a second through the mouth, 
and forced out the weapon at tlie back of his head — 
a third he pierced through the right side, and im- 
pelled his spear out on the left — and when the other 
two perceived the effects of his thrusts, they fled to 
the wilds and the deserts. 

Now the occasion of this extraordinary event was 
as follows : when Shibdob returned from the land 
of Shiban, and quitted his brother, he launched into 
the deserts and escaped. Day and night he mourned 
for his brother, until he reached the country of the 
tribe of Abs, where he announced the death of 
Antar. On entering the tents he bared his head 
and tore off his clothes, raising loud lamentations 
and screams ; and the weeping and the wailing were 
universal. Shedad rent his garments, and was cla- 
morous in his sorrow and affliction ; he threw down 
his tent, his brother ZakhmetoolJewad did the same, 
and all their friends and associates ; and there was 
not one but wept bitterly. The same did also the 
sons of King Zoheir ; and they assembled together 
and came in a body to Shedad, and when he saw 
them he thus mourned the death of Antar : 

The affliction is extreme ! fixed is it in my heart. 
** Its intenseness blinds me— Evil is let loose upon 
me — Murdered is the hero of the brave, Antar ! 
** Alas ! the misery and wretchedness that have fallen 
** on jne. He is gone— how long will my tears flow 
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in sorrow for him ! How long shall I en^lure this 
“ torture ! O expedition in a luckless hour I How 
fatal was that mar^age to him ! Alas I alas for 
him, whose person has vanished from us ; buried 
low beneath the earth in the place where he 
‘‘ fought. Let the heavens weep his loss and death 
‘‘ in tears ! May its showers be exhausted for ever ! 
Let the beauteous stars fall at his fatal end ! Let 
the air be darkened, and the sun be eclipsed ! Let 
the full moon be veiled also in her station through 
“ grief, and may she ever be involved in obscurity ! 
Abandoned are the steeds and the camps by the 
Absian youth ; his dwelling has forfeited its pos- 
sessor. O race of Abs ! ye have lost a chief — 
How many were the heroes he slew ! How many 
the captives he rescued ! He was the prostrator 
of horsemen in the entanglement of spears, and 
on the day of battle how many heads laid he low ! 
“ He was an intrepid lion in the day of contention — 
‘‘ the smiling, and the stern champion of his tribe. 
“ Woe to the Absians ! now that he is gone, soon 
will ye encounter misery ; and the grim-visaged 
‘‘ warriors will plunder ye. Gone is he who pro- 
“ tected the women from the foe ! Hereafter never 
‘‘ will the trampling hostile steeds quit the dwellings ; 
** he used to fell them down with his sword and 
‘‘ spear, and make them drink cups of death. Noble 
‘‘and magnanimous was he in every act; high- 
“ prized was he among men. Oh ! I will weep for 
liim as long as the west wind blows, in te^rs that 
shall stream and shall moisten tb,e sands.**’ 



320 


31AMK QL ITS Tlll^ AIIblANS. 


Prince Malik repaired to the tents of his father 
King Zoheir, his tears streaming from liis eyes; and 
as he sobbed aloud, he sent for Shiboob, and made 
every inquiry of him : O King of Kings, he ended 
by saying, truly Ibla and her father have brought 
ill luck on Antar, and the whole tribe of Abs. But 
when King Zoheir inquired for Malik, Ibla's father 
(for he wished to speak to him about this affair), he 
was told that he and his son had been long absent, 
and none but the women were in tlie tents. For 
Prince Malik, and the companions that loved Antar, 
ever reproached and abused them, saying. Why did 
ye resolve on exposing the protector of the tribe to 
an ocean of deaths and dangers ? You have now left 
tlie Arab hordes to plunder us in every plain and 
wild; and by the truth of Lat, and Uzza, and the 
great Hibel '*, every one that comes near us may slay 
us, and make us drink the odious draughts of death. 
So Malik, seeing how matters stood, determined to 
pass some time in roaming about the deserts, and 
not to remain w ith his family an object of scorn and 
disgrace. Accordingly he took with liim lifteen 
horsemen and departetl, Avith the view of gaining 
some spoil among the Arab tribes. They set out, 
and traversed the deserts and the sands, until they 
reached the land of Kenanali, where w^ater failed 
them, and their thirst became intense. Truly, my 
son, said Malik to Amroo, thirst grievously afflicts 
me; gallop on, and descend into yonder valldy. 

r 


■* Three idols of ^irubian idolatry. 
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Amroo galloped away into an extensive plain, wa- 
tered with gushing springs. On one side of the 
valley was a hovel, and at the entrance was a spear 
fixed in the ground, and a horse ready saddled. 
He halted, and, as he looked attentively around, 
there issued forth an old woman, who screamed at 
tlic sight of a stranger, exclaiming. What makes 
thee stop at the dwelling of the outrageous lion, 
thou son of infamy and disgrace ? O mother of 
horsemen, he replied, I tliirst, and I am come hither 
ill quest of water* What people arc yn? We are 
of the tribe of Kcnanah, said she, an honourable and 
trust-worthy race ; our habitation is in this spot, for 
the lion only dwells in his lair. Ilut whilst they 
were thus conversing, lo ! a youth started out of the 
hovel, and shouted at Amroo. He was a horseman 
of consummate bravery, and an intrepid hero. His 
name was Vachid, son of Mesaar, the Kenanian ; 
and being just then dis2)leascd with his tribe, he had 
removed to this jilace. He stai’cd at Amroi), and 
seeing him talk with his mother, he became like one 
frail fK\ Tell me who thou art ? he roared. Aniroo’s 
eyes shot lire, Clicck thy wrath, young man, he 
rejilied, for we arc of the tribe of the noble Abs, 
horsemen of destruction and sudden death. Thou 
son of infamy and disgrace, cried Vachid, to one like 
me dost thou speak thus ? to me whom the lions of 
the forest dread ? Dismount and be humbled, before 
thou art extended a corpse on the earth. Amroo 
was highly incensed. But Vachid vaulted on his 
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steed, snatched up his spear, and drove at him like 
a lion': he assailed him, and tearing him off his 
saddle, dashed him down at the door of the hut, 
roguring ahd bellowing. The old woman pinioned 
his shoulders, and Amroo was almost dead. 

Now Malik, darnied at his son’s long absence, 
went in search of him, accomjiaiiicd by the others, 
until they came to the vallcyr, where they perceived 
the flowing streams, and, not far off, the horseman 
on the back of his steed, and Amroo bound with 
cords. Alas ! my son, exclaimed Malik. His eyes 
rolled in horror, and he rushed down on Vachid, 
who received him as the parched ground the first of 
the rain. He shouted at him, and driving the heel 
of his spear against his chest, threw him oh his back. 
He immediately plunged into the midst of his com- 
panions, and hurled them to the earth ; three only 
were unhurt ; and they all delivered themselves u]) 
to him, seeing death flash from his eyes. Vachid 
bound some, and as his mother secured the re- 
mainder he thus spoke ; 

“ When I degrade every horseman in the day of 
battle, I defend my wife with my Indian blade. 
‘‘ Noble is the youth that braves every evil, and 
‘‘ knows that man is not eternal ; that clads himself 
in armour during the meridian heat, and wanders 
‘‘ during the nights and the thick darkness. Ask 
“ the Absiansof me, O Amimah I mark my conduct 
towards them, and laud the glories of my birth \ 
“ I g^ve them to drink of bitter-flavoured blood 
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with niy hand, wficn they came conijdainin^? of 
“ thirst ; I cut down the chiefs of tlic party ; bkK)d 
gushed from tlieir >younds, and they were strug- 
gling with their hands on the grouikl. Who 
refuses such water to those who scour the wilds 
where dwell and prowl the daemons ? I am the 
night, though I am not black ; I am the ocean, 
though I do not foam. Kenanah is my tribe, the 
door of every virtue ; they arc noble, high-minded, 
“ and proud ; and I have d spirit no other knight 
‘‘ ever attained — I am exalted above the Sun, and 
Moon, and the Great Bear.” 

Vachid passed that night rejoicing in his triumph 
over his enemies ; but at the dawn of day, being 
resolved to demand a ranspm from his prisoners, lo ! 
fifty horsemen of the tribe of Kenanah joined him, 
wishing to make peace with him ; and he showed 
them the captive horsemen of Abs ; and treating 
them kindly, he inarched back with them, the whole 
party driving the Absians before tliem, till they 
reached their own country, where he was received 
with great joy. Having pitched his tents, and 
erected his standards, Vachid reposed that night with 
his family; but early next day he summoned Malik, 
son of Carad, and the captive warriors, and de- 
manded of them a heavy ransom in he and she 
camels, threatening and menacing them with his 
vengeance. O Arabs, cried Ghayadh, do not ask 
of us beyond our means, for we are poor Arabs, and 
tfic greatest of us all is only master of what his 
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sword and spc'ar can })roeure. Know, too, that wc 
only ([uitted our country from poverty and want ; 
not one of us pcissesses any he or she camels, I assure 
you. ; I know very well, replied Vachid, when the 
Arabs are taken prisoners and arc in difficulty, they 
always talk after this manner. Blit by the faith of 
an Arab, if you do not guarantee to me all your 
property, and hasten with all your he and she camels, 
I will bring .annihilation down upon ye all; not one 
of ye will I spare. Whilst Vachid was thus ha- 
ranguing, up came the old woman, who recognizing 
Malik among the captives. My son, said she to Va- 
chid, do you mark that prisoner ? Yes ! he replied. 
By your existence, she continued, he has a daughter 
■called Ibla, whose ecjual in form and beauty tlic 
lieavens do not shadow. Take my advice, demand 
her in marriage, and release him from bondage. 
Arab, cried Vachid, addressing Malik, know that I 
was determined on killing you ; but 1 have just now 
heard from this old woman that you have a daugh- 
ter called Ibla, lovely and beautiful ; and she has 
described her charms in the most extravagant man- 
ner; I therefore desire you to marry her lawfully 
to me. Malik, now considering his escape as secure, 
eagerly replied ; Arab, you deserve her more than 
any one else, but wc have in our family a thousand 
rivals, and they will not permit me to wed her* to a 
stranger. Malik then related to Vachid all that had 
passed about Antar, and all the extraordinary cir- 
cumstances that had occurred ; how he had exposed 
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Antar to extreme clanger in sending him to procure 
camels for the marriage dower; how he was assured 
of his death, ancl that^he was reduced to dust. But 
there is still another man in the tribe, called Amarah, 
who loves her ; and I fear, continued Malik, he will 
oppose your pretensions. This is but a juggle, cried 
Vachid ; 1 shall instantly set you free that you may 
execute this engagement; but not one of your cousins 
will I release until your daughter is mine ; and be- 
ware, for if you are not as good as your word, they 
shall be laid low headless. Well! said Malik, I will 
satisfy you. I swear to you, that I will perform 
every thing [ have promised. Let my son Amroo 
and myself depart ; my companions I will leave in 
bondage.* 1 will only be absent ten days, and if I 
fail in my word, cut oft* the heads of my cousins, 
and make me responsible for their blood, and I will 
pay their families the compensation-money*. May 
God never comfort thee ! exclaimed Ghayadh, it is 
solely on thy account we have fallen into tliis state 
<^f ca|jtivity and torture, and our exjiedition will 
terminate in the forfeiture of our lives. Gousin, 
cried Malik, reproach me not ; it is to save you that 
I have promised my child ; and my heart consents 
to abandon my tribe and my brethren merely that 
I may preserve you and myself. However I will 
not let Vachid release one of ye till ye engage your- 
selves most solemnly to keep the whole a secret from 


Diyct — in thu5c day^ it amounted to ten camels. 
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the Absians. Who would be such a fool, exclaimed 
Ghayadh, as to tell it ? Who will venture to confess 
that one horseman has thus reduced us to disgrace, 
and has thus tied us uj> like so many mules ? Soon 
after, Malik and Amroo departed for the tribe of 
Abs. Vachid followed him three days after, taking 
with him a troop of noble Arabs ; but when diey 
reached the tribe of Abs, they concealed themselves 
among the rocks, that Malik miglit have time to 
visit his daughter and*his family. Malik having 
thus given his hand and contracted the marriage, 
and imagining that his affairs, though once in a 
luckless state, were now in proper train, set out for 
the land of Shurebah and Mount-Saadi ; Ghayadh 
having enjoined him not to delay his return. He 
and his son Amroo hastened over the hills and the 
sands ; but they did not feel secure until they had 
reached tluir country, where, under cover of the 
night, they skulked among the tents, and found all 
the families in grief and affliction on account of 
Antar. Malik repaired to his own tents, near which 
he perceived a newly-made grave, his daughter sit- 
ting by it drowned in tears, in the deepest affliction, 
and clothed in black. The tears flowed in torrents 
down her cheeks, and she was tearing the flesh off 
her wrists with her teeth, and beating her bosom 
with her hands ; and, as she dashed her head ag£tinst 
the grave, she addressed it in these words : 

O grave, my tears shall ever bedew thy earth:! 
my 5ycs have renounced sweet sleep I O grave. 
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is there any one but my cousin Antar in thee, or 
“ is his sepulchre in my heart ! Alas, alas for thee ! 
“ felled to the ground art thou, and the groans of a 
‘‘ distracted mourner survive. They slew him bar- 
“ barously, and his foes exult when they see my 
‘‘ aj^ony and misery on his account. O, by God ! 
“ never will I surrender myself to another, were he 
“ to come with a thousand charms.” 

Malik now feeling assured of Antar’s death, dis- 
played all his artifice and hypocrisy by expressing 
his grief and distress ; and, as he entered his wife’s 
apartment, O my cousin, said he, what misfortune 
is this.? on whose account is all this lamentation and 
wailing? Your nephew Antar! she replied: ac- 
counts of his death arrived during your absence; 
and there is not an individual in the whole tribe but 
abuses you ; never will you escape from the perils 
that surround you. Upon this, Malik made show 
of still more vehement sorrow ; he rent his clothes, 
and exclaimed, By the faith of an Arab, we rather 
deserve' their prayers, for many of us arc slain, some 
are now captives, and now that I am returned, I 
find you in this afflicted state. Never can we 
deliver ourselves from these troubles but by emi- 
grating. He then repaired to his daugliter, and 
kissing her head. My child, said he, let not this sad 
affair prey upon thy mind, moderate thy gi’icf and 
distress : and whilst he pitied her, she blushed for 
him. She sprang up from the tomb, and starting 
bff from him, Away! she cried, no one slew my 
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cousin hut thou ; tliou wast the man that exposed 
him to' an ocean of perils ; truly w^ill thy treachery 
soon share the evils thy arm has brought on him. 
Her father made no reply, but hastened to the tents 
of Shedad ; and as he drew nigh, he hc'ard Shedad 
sobbing and sighing, and in tears, thus giving vent 
to his sorrow ; 

O my eyelids, let your tears flow abundantly, 
weep for the generous, noble horseman ; a knight 
“ in whom I took refu^ when my eflbrts failed, at 
my up-risings and my down-sittings. My brother 
exposed him to a sea of death in his malice, and 
the hearts of the envious exult. lie planned his 
murder, and he has abandoned me. No more 
will my honour and my engagements be respected. 
“ lie behaved cruelly to him in exacting the mar- 
riage dower, and he now refuses to do him justice. 
‘‘ He was the drawn sword of the race of Abs, 
“ cleaving through armour above the skin. He 
“ used to fell the foe in every land, till the warriors 
“ cried out for succour. Prostrate*, fallen, bowed 
“ to the earth is he now, beneath the shadow of 
lances and the waving of banners. Now he is 
gone, the Absian dames arc in sorrow, dashing 
their hands against their cheeks in fear 6f slavery; 
dishevelled is their hair, streaming are their tears 
‘‘ over their fair necks decorated with chains ; sigh- 
ing they mourn the hero of Abs in sobs of sorrow, 
that give pleasure to the envious. Grieve they- 
“ must ever in tears from their eyes for him wlVo 
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Wcus die illustrious knight. May God destroy 
“ Malik, son of Carad, and make him suffer what 
‘‘ the tribe of Themood endured 

Having listened to this lament, Malik .entered : 
he tore off liis garments, and renewed his sighs and 
his tears. Indeed, my brother, said he, w'c also 
require your prayers. And he attempted to kiss 
him ; but Shedad turned away from him. Away 
with this deceit and hypocrisy, said he. Who but 
you sent my son to Irak ? »But there arc who will 
demand his blood at your hands, and will requite 
you for his death. Malik shrunk away, and hot 
coals were burning in his heart, as he sought for 
pretexts to cover his guilt. He laid not down that 
night before he told his wife what had happened to 
him in his exj)edition ; how he had betrothed his 
daughter, and had by her means rescued his life 
and soul ; but that his cousins Averc still detained as 
hostages ; and how he had engaged them to keep 
tlic whole affair a secret. Upon this they resolved 
on emigrating, and Malik concealed himself, on ac- 
count of his companions whom he liad left in cap- 
tivity, and lest Amarah or llebia, on hearing what 
he was doing, might mar his project ; for these were 
again bent on their former plans, the moment they 
heard that Antar had fallen. Amarah indeed was 
in ecstacies, and whispered to himself, ‘‘ now then will 
Ibki be mine.” So taking with him Oorwah, son of 
Ayird, and ten other horsemen, he departed on a 
piundcring expedition for a marriage dower, from 
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the land nf Yemen. Malik no sootier heard of 
Amarah’s depailure, than he made his preparations 
for migrating. But tlie three days had scarcely 
elapsed, when a slave arrived from Vachid, to inform 
him that his master was already at tlie springs of 
Zeba, accompanied by forty horsemen, concealed 
hard by. Return ! said Malik, return to him, and 
tell him wc are on our way. And at night Malik 
struck his tents, and loaded the camels. What 
means this ? inquired Ilda. Whither, my father, are 
you going? We cannot possibly remain here any 
longer, replied Malik, for the very stones cry out 
against us, and all the families are convinced that 
you and I were alone the cause of Antfir’s destruc- 
tion ; but I swear by the life of your eyes, that 
I only despatched him for these Asafeer camels in 
order to raise your dignity amongst the high and 
low, and now our relations consider us as enemies. 
It is my wish, therefore, to absent myself until this 
is somewhat blown over, and then we will return 
again home; but should we remain long here, 
Amarah will come and demand you in marriage; 
you do not like him, and I have no excuse by which 
I can elude his pretensions ; besides, I cannot ever 
force you to a marriage with any one, not the object 
of your choice. No one but Antar can my heart 
ever love, said Ibla; and, moreover, what canjhat 
wretch Amarah do? And thus she recited : 

O heart, be patient under the agonies I endure. , 
But how can mv tears cease to flow ! no balm. is 
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there to soothe them. H^w can my- tears .be 
“ soothed away ! ever must tliey flow for the loss of 
“ him who sliamed ihc brilliaiuy of the loveliest. 

High exalted are liis glory and his exploits : noble 
“ is his birth, permaheiit in the pinnacle of honour. 

He who dwells in every life, he, the eternal 
‘‘ Cupbearer, has made him drink of the cups of 
death. Oh i I shall Aveep for him for ever, as 
long as the dove pours ^forth its lament on the 
bouglis and the leaves. O Aboolfawaris ! I have 
not a breath of life remaining : Oh ! then, how 
can I be patient under iny transports and my 
passion P"” 

Her sorrows burst forth anew, but her father 
regarded her not. About midnight they dc- 
})arted, traversing rocks and deserts, and before 
morning they had quitted the country. When 
King Zoheir heard of it. Wherever he goes, may 
death overtake him! said he. God grant he may 
never return, and never be seen or heard of more! 
How diabolical arc his malice and hypocrisy ! how 
detestable his art and deceit ! Uy the faith of an 
Arab, had we not been related, I Avould have or- 
dered him to be put to death, before he could have 
escaped. But Avherever he goes, his punishment 
will overtake him for his conduct to An tar. 

•In the mean time, Malik travelled on till he 
reached the Springs of Zeba, where Vachid. was 
cpncealed with his prisoners ; their feet bare, their 
bodies naked, and their heads uncovered :• misery 
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and dis^ace were their lot. At day-break arrived 
Maiik^ with his loaded camels, and slaves, and all 
his property. His male slavesded the camels. Ibla 
was mounted on a howdah, and many attendants 
walked by her side. Vachid, the moment he saw the 
cavalcade, recognized them : he sprang out of his 
concealment; he slackened his bridle, and grasped 
his spear, followed by his liorsemen ; and when they 
came close to Malik, the^ saluted him, who, in an- 
swer to their inquiries, told them what had passed. 
Salute your spouse, he added. I have faithfully 
brought you the olyect of your wishes- Soothe her 
heart, and then, perhaps, she will return your 
affection ; and if you request any thing of her, she 
w'ill not refuse you. Ibla was seized with horror 
at hearing these words. Who are these people? 
cried she; whom is my father addressing with so 
much respect ? who is this horseman ? O my sister, 
replied Amroo, we owe him our lives: he had 
taken us prisoners, but has released us out of re- 
gard for you ; and we have married you to him. 
He is your husband, and your protector ; and it is 
our intention to make his country our home ; for 
he is a man of honour, and he is one of the Chiefs 
of the tribe of Kenanah. He then informed her of 
their imprisonment and distresses ; and that some 
were even detained in captivity as hostages for her 
marriage. We, he continued, are bound to him 
by solemn engagements, and now we have fulfilleijl 
his wishes. Ibla's agony was severe indeed: she 
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^orc off her garments, and screamed in the fulness 
of her grief, hopeless of rescue. Who is lie that 
demands me in marryige of you ? ‘ she cried. The 
die is cast, lie replied ; receive him — deny him not; 
he has not his equal — ^no one is to be compared to 
him. And as he was about to return to the horse- 
men, Ibla flung herself on the ground, weeping and 
sobbing. She cast the sand over her head, ex- 
claiming, Alas, O Antar! may Grod destroy him 
who destroyed thee ! Now^ thou art gone, how in- 
finite is my misery. O by the Arabs ! O for that 
high-minded Chief ( O for that renowned hero ! 
And in the midst of her tears and sighs she thus 
complained: 

Copiously flow my tears ; disease arises in my 
frame ; a fire is kindled in my bowels and my 
‘‘ liver. No support have I against my afflictions. 
I have lost all patience, and anguish consumes 
my body. Is there any hope for me in my 
agpnies, now that fortune has betrayed me in the 
“ hero of the Battle of Lions — the cleaver of skulls, 
and of ribs, and of armour — the scatterer of hos- 
‘‘ tile armies over the universe ? Floyr then, my 
tears, in grief for him ; increase, that I may see 
my tears moisten every spot of rust. Mayst 
tlmu, O Wild Beast, be drowned in the water of 
my tears ! O my tears, never be ye exhausted ; 
ever be ye multiplied. My dishonour in the 
deserts shall never be accomplished by my con-* 

z2* 
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sent. But patience ! never, never more will I 

complain to any one.” 

Whilst ^Ibla was thus spoakin^, Vachid stood 
gazing at what God had given her of beauty and 
loveliness ; and his heart was pierced by the arrows 
of; her glances. Her brother would have beaten 
her, and driven her back to the howdah ; but Vachid 
kept him off, for he began to pity. her. Keep off, 
he cried, for truly her heart is overcharged with 
affliction ; her distress and sorrow are great. Have 
patience with me till we reach home, continued he, 
addressing Ibla in a softened tone ; I will appoint 
slave-girls and free-born /women to attend on thee. 
And he attempted to kiss her between the eyes, 
and raise her into the howdah. l^ut she struck 
him violently on the chest, and threw him on his 
back. Avaunt, she exclaimed, thou vilest of Arabs ! 
basest of all that ever struck a tent-peg in the de- 
sert ; thy marriage with thine own mother is nearer 
at hand than with me. Begone : never mayst thou 
be respected! never protected! When her father 
and brother heard these wwds, they stood abashed 
in the presgice of Vachid. Amroo ran towards 
lier, and, raising bis arm, with a stick beat her over 
the shoulders, saying, Is it in such terms you re- 
ceive your husband.^ he is indeed a noble Chief. 
And he drew forth his sword, and beat her with 
the flat part* of it. Paralysed be thy band! stif- 
fened be thy limbs and joints ! thou foulest of mem 
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exclaimed Ibla, sighing deeply. Strike me dead, at 
onccj if thou art a horseman, and put off the gar- 
ments of infamy and* disgrace ; for truly thou art 
degraded among the Arabs in every plain. Ye 
have all been taken prisoners by these horsemen, 
and have ransomed your lives by a shamel\il bar- 
gain, sacrificing a poor girl, helpless and ignorant. 
May God pour down on you all the miseries of the 
age ! At this her brother was still more exaspe- 
rated ; and he beat her with his whip till he piade 
the blood flow. He then replaced her in the how- 
dah. Mind not what she says, said he to Vachid, 
who also mounted his horse, and led her camel by 
the bridle. But the prisoners being released, set 
off on their way home. Ibla, in the mean time, 
made the*plains re-echo to her shrieks ; and Vachid 
thought he should never reach his tents : whilst Ibla 
continually called on the name of An tar; looking 
out to the right and to the left, and weeping till 
evening came over them ; and she remained three 
days without food or sleep. On the fourth day she 
was quite exhausted by hunger and watching, and 
excess of grief. Often did she invoke her father 
and her brother, exclaiming, O God, send down 
en envies upon them, and dreadful calamities. Thus 
slm continued, till one morning a great dust arose, 
and darkenctl the land ; when lo I there appeared 
jhirty slaves like eagles, and they came down like 
voracious hawks. They no sopner marked the 
howdah, and the party with their camels, tlfan they 
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fixed tbfflr spears and let go their bridles, whilst 
their Chief directed himself towards the howdah, 
crying ouj. Oh what a gloriouts morning ! I am the 
Nocturnal Evil, and the Depredator of the Age, 
Now this slave was called Abooddegi, son of Nabih 
the Kelbian, born in some of the corners of Yemen, 
of a tribe named the tribe of Riyan, His constant 
practice was to carry off* the Arab maidens: he 
acknowledged no protection, and made no distinction 
between right and wrong. He only stayed three 
days in one country, during which time he over- 
whelmed it with blood and massacres ; for he was 
one of the prodi^es of the^time. The maiden whom 
he nlade captive he kept for three days to himself, 
and then consigned her to his slaves, who, when 
they had glutted their barbarity, seized all she had, 
murdered her, roasted her, and devoured her. They 
afterwards departed fpr another country. Such was 
their usual conduct towards the women of Arabia ; 
and their leader was surnamed the Nocturnal Evil, 
the Depredator of the Age. As soon as he beheld 
Ibla, and the horsemen of Eenanah, he darted tOr 
wards her, followed by bis slaves like black eagles. 
Vachid stared ; his eyes became like burning coals. 
Remain with your daughter’s howdah, said he tp 
Malik : tell her to mark my deeds in the fielc[ of 
battle : long have I wished to meet this warrior. 
He galloped away, grasping his spear, and assaulted 
the slave in the boldest style. But he found him 
a tempestuous sea. The contest became general; 
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warriors attacked warriors, and horsemen encoqin- 
tered each other. Steel clashed against steel, and 
the close and the distant met. Vachid fiercely en- 
gaged the Chief, and a furious conflict ensued. 
Vachid, fearing Malik would regard him with the 
eye of inferiority, exposed himself to every peril: 
he exerted every energy to attain victory and glory: 
he poured down his thrusts with the utmost vehe- 
mence, and he imagined his enemy must fall be- 
neath his blows. But his hopes were unavjailing; 
for the slave at length struck Vachid^s lance, and 
made it shiver into four pieces : he pierced him in 
the chest, and forced his spear out behind his back. 
Vachid fell p-ostrate on the earth. When Ibla’s 
father beheld this frightful accident, rage and in- 
dignation possessed him; and exclaiming to Ibla, 
Ah ! what a wretch art thou ! he and his son 
mounted, wishing to keep off the Nocturnal Eyil 
from the women. But they were seized with jhe 
greatest horrors. The slave shouted at Malik in a 
voice like a peal of thunder ; and quickly turning 
round his spear, he struck him with the butt end— «• 
overthrowing him, and nearly killing him : he then 
•drove at Amroo, his eyes rolling like burning coals. 
Ami^^elivered himself up without difficulty, cry- 
ing out,» Young man, may God preserve thee! 
Kty thy prisoner ! take the women and the fami- 
lies; but spare us the terrors of the combat. Sq 
the slave pihioned him, and tied dowii his arms; 
and having treated Malik in the same maimer, h^ 
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sprang on his horse to assist his companions. Ibla 
rejoiced over her family, and her sorrows were re- 
Heved : but the unhappy girj was distracted, not 
knowing what to do, so overcome was she by fears 
and terrors : but whilst she was conversing with her 
mother upon this subject. Wretched woman, ex- 
claimed Malik to his wife, come to me, and unbind 
mcy for I am nearly dead. Let us mount these 
scattered horses ; let each of us take one ; and let 
us escape. His wife accordingly alighted, and un- 
bound him. Ibla did the same for her brother. 
Malik and Amroo mounted two horses ; and taking 
each a female behind him, they sought the wilds 
and the plains, considering themselves now beyond 
every danger. Iii the mean time the slaves were 
employed in combating the Kenanians. But Malik 
and the rest were traversing the rocks and deserts, 
happy in their deliverance from the enemy, when 
on* a sudden there appeared ten horsemen like 
eagles, preceded by a string of camels, which they 
were goading oii with the spikes of their lances. 

Now these were horsemen of the tribe of Abs 
and Adnan, headed by Amarah and Oorwah, who 
were returning from their expedition into the land 
of Yemen, exulting and victorious. Amaralfs sole 
anxiety was to reach home, that he might %dih set 
eyes on Ibla’s face. At that moment he hear^ 
Malik’s shouts : he immediately advanced ; and as 
they came nigh they recognized each other. Ama- 
rah disiqpunted, and hailed Malik and Amroo, who 
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were in such fright and alarm they with difficulty 
discovered their friends. Amarah gazed at the 
brilliant Ibla, and lo I her complexion aiid her face 
turned from a bright red to a deadly pale. He was 
amazed. What means all this, my cousins ? said he. 
O Amarah ! replied Malik, hasten* to your prize : 
hurry over the plains before the troop of horsemen 
overtake us, and you fall into the misery and dis- 
tress into which we also fell. Malik now recounted 
his adventures: how he had betrothed his daugh- 
ter to Vachid, and what had occurred on the jour- 
ney. He also described the slave and Vachid, and 
their intrepid conduct, so forcibly, that when he 
finished his narrative, an universal trembling seized 
Amarah and Oorwah. Just at that moment arose 
a great dust ; loud shouts struck them ; and lo ! 
the blacks rushed on them — the terrible slave at 
tlitnr liead, roaring out, Wliither, ye dogs, have yc 
escaped ? llehind yc, close, is the Nocturnal Evil, 
and the Depredator of the Age ! Having secured 
Malik and Amroo with cords, he went to aid his 
comrades, and attacked the people of Kenanah, who 
amounted to forty horsemen, as we before stated. 

was not even mid-day when he had slain thirty- 
five them, and hurled them to destruction. The 
other ISfi escaped over the plain by the speed of 
tlw^ir horses. After this the victors turned back in 
quest of the howdah, but they found no one in it ; 
&r their prisoners had fled. The slave galloped in 
pursuit of them, and sent forth a shriek that would 
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have split a rock ; for he was in the fiercest agony 
of rage. He l^astened after the fugitives, followed 
by his companions, till they '^pcrceived the party ; 
who no sooner discovered them, than they were 
horror-struck. O my cousin, said they to Oorwah, 
the slaves have overtaken ps; and the Nocturnal 
Evil and tlie Depredator of the Age is at their 
head. Let us turn upon them : lef us die like 
brave men : let us not live like cowards. Amarah, 
O Amarah, cried Ibla, this is the moment for energy 
and exertion. He who once opposed you on my 
account is dead, and crushed to the earth : had he, 
indeed, been alive, never should I have been a 
captive in the hands of enemies : greatly would it 
have grieved him to have seen me in this state of 
distress. In short, there is now no one but thee 
to assist me. Exhibit before me this day a proof 
of thy bravery, of 'which thou boastest sp much : 
let me see how thou canst fight these black slaves. 
At these words, all the pride of an Arab sprang 
into the heart of Amarah; death itself appeared 
indifferent to him. By the life of thine eyes, O 
thou joy of my heart, O thou dispeller of my sor- 
rows, replied he, this day will I exhibit before thCre 
all my prowess- in its true blaze ; and th9r' shalt 
learn that all I have said of myself is tru^l. So he 
summoned up his courage, adjusted himself pl'o- 
perly, tucked up his skirts, twirled his whiskers, 
and folded up bis hair under his turban, drawing it 
off from his shoulders. He then pulled forth his 
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‘This assault, O Ibla, is for thy bright eyes; an4 
he went off among the foremost, accompanied by 
Oorvvah, who cried outj Do you look out on tlic right, 
I will to the left. But Amarah recited these verses : 

To-day I will exhibit iny prowess and my 
‘‘ courage : the warriors and the horsemen shall 
stand in awe of me. I will plunge into a sea of 
blood, in quest of glory, and the heroes shall 
behold my impetuosity .and my thrusts. Ibla 
shall mark the deeds of a ferocious lion. No^ 
that it is all over with that infernal black, I shall 
be glorified among the Arabs, and they shall 
acknowledge my valour in the field of battle.” 4 
A-niarah had not finished his speech, when one 
of the slaves gave bim a blow that upset him, anej 
laid him sprawling on the ground. Abooddegi 
attacked Oorwah, aiid shouted at him in a voice 
like thunder ; his assault was that of an eagle ; anej 
a vigorops contest ensued, would turn an infant 
grey. Abooddegi darted close up to him, so that 
their stirrups grated ; he seized Oorwah by the 
breast-plate, and, dragging him towards him, 
wrenched him out of his saddle, and held him 
sttspended in his hand. Dismounting, he pinioned 
hun, ^nd bound his arms tight. TJie conflict con-; 
tinned ufl the sun turned pale; and the slaves 
having slain all that remained of the Absians, the 
IJIocturnal Evil hastened up to Ibla-s father and 
bis son, and, wounding them severely, threw thent 
on the ground. He reposed in that spot for the 
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break they departed : Ibla ever in tq^irs and grief, ' 
and tlie men tied on the backs of the horses, 
plunged in infamy and disgrace. Do not be so 
distressed, said the Nocturnal Evil, to calm their 
sorrows ; rather rejoice in your safety. I shall not 
demand of you money or camels : but whoever has 
a beautiful daughter or sister, let him send her to 
me for three days and nights. Then will I set him 
at liberty: But whoever does not consent to these 
my terms, will instantly be my victim. Hast thou 
ever, O my cousin, said Amarah to Oorwah (for 
Amarah was bound by his side, stripped and ex- 
posed), hast ever heard of a more iniquitous fellow 
than- this base slave ? Thou, indeed, wilt be able 
to escape ; Malik, also, and Amroo : they will all 
get well out of this scrape. But I, poor I, must 
die under stripes and tortures. How so, thou foul 
mustacliioed fellow ? cried Oorwah. * Oh ! continued 
Amarah, you will give him your loVely sister Selma, 
and Malik will surrender that woman of women, 
Ibla ; and the unhappy Amarah will die in misery 
and wretchedness. I am sure there will be no 
occasion to touch me once with a sword or a spear ; 
for were I but to see him alone with Ibla, m^^ 
arid dissolution would be instantaneous : in^ed, I 
should expire of anguish. Ibla cannot bcibVherjvisc 
than of ill omen to him, said Oorwah, as she has 
already been to others before him. To whomso^- - 
ever she is affianced, his mother will weep and 
moi^rn* for him. Whoever takes her will forfeit 
his nronertv: a.rid have his throat aoiI 'liaizA 
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observed how we travelled over hills and dales, and 
how we obtained thesjc camels ; but as soon as we 
beheld ha' face, niisfiirtuncs were let loosb oh us, 
and miseries came down upon us. Whilst this was 
passing betw'een Amarah ^id Oorwah, the Noc- 
turnal Evil sent on before him five slaves; and 
consigning over to their care Ibla’s howdah, Hasten, 
said he, to the spot of Zatool Menahil; pitch our 
tents there ; for there I intend to remain three days 
with this lovely damsel. After which, mark what 
I will do to these wretches when I have taken away 
their property, and received their rahsom. The 
slaves rode forward, and Antar met them, as* we 
have already described : some of them he slew ; 
the rest he put to flight. Antar was now wholly 
wrapped up in Ibla, frequently asking after her 
health ; for misery had impaired her charms.* She 
was bewildered at the sight of her beloved : her 
tears flowed profusely. At last recovering, she thus 
addressed him : 

All my misery —all my grief is past, now that 
we have_ met after so long an absence. Time 
now happily announces the existence of one who 
jMiad been trampled beneath the dumb grave. 
*‘^qw the eyes of the age are illumined, af’ter a 
periifil'i^of darkness, and I am returned to. life 
^fter my death. O Kiiight of men and Genii ! 
O thou that excellest. every warrior in glory ! 
\ my eyes gladden at beholding thy liberality, and 
the beauty of thy truth. I will implore God ever 
to«exalt thy glories, both morning and evening.” 
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She concluded by relating to Antar 'what had 
liappeticd to her with the foul slave and Vachid: 
how* the latter had taken her father and brother 
prisoners,* and how they had ransomed themselves 
by sacrificing her. As Antar listened, he wept. 
In return, he detailed to her the horrors he had 
undergone : what had happened to him with Chos- 
roe, and all that had passed in Persia i how he had 
extricated himself from his troubles! and he de- 
scribed the riches he had brought with him. Now 
her soul seemed to revive after death. O my 
cousin, said she, by my life that is in thy heart, 
bear* me away^ and return to the nation that has 
loaded thee with favours. Leave my father and 
brother with this adulterous slave ; let him treat 
them as he pleases : return no more to the tribe of 
Abs* ' Antar smiled at her expressions of love, and 
rejoiced in her faith and constancy. Hail to all 
that can give thee pleasure, he replied; dismiss 
from thy mind, whatever can pain thee ; for by the 
life of thine eyes and the black of thine eye brows, 
I will subdue all the world for thee. 1 will make 
thee supreme oVer the high and low. Then calling 
to his attendants, whom he ordered to halt there. 
Protect my cousin, said he, the mistress of al|^£nis 
wealth. This day I will pve you the spec- 

tacle of the destruction of her enemies. And he 
advanced to meet the horsemen. The Nocturnal 
Evil was following fast his companions, whom hj^ 
had sefit forward to pitch his tents ; and so happy 
was he, he thought he should never arrive; when 
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,lo! two of his slaves came towards him at a full 
gallop, not daring even to look behind them. 'What 
has befallen you in this desert ? he exclaimed : where 
are ray Absian damsel, and your other cbmrades ? 
Our comrades, they replied, are already a prey 
to the birds aijd the eagles. But a black, not even 
like a negro, has taken possession of your radiden^ 
His look terrifies the senses : Ills face is that of a 
Ghoul. When he strikes a skull, he cleaves it ; 
when he thrusts at a horseiYian, he annihilates him* 
He hears not what any one says ; to no human 
being does he deign to reply. His thrust is his 
address 5 his blow is his answer. At hearing this, 
Abooddegi hissed like a serpent; he roafed and 
bellowed, Hoes one like me fear man, daemon, genii, 
or the devil ? and he instantly gave the rein to his 
steed ; and, poising his spear, he departed, in* order 
to clear up this mystery; and as he pursued his 
way, he thus exclaimed t 

“ Were I afraid of the conflict of man, I should 
not be called the Nocturnal Depredator. How 
can I fear man or genii, I, who have a heart 
harder than mountain rock ? I. dwell alone in 
the wilds and the wastes, to chase the lions, the 
iii)\abitants of gloomy haunts. How many nights 
“'ha^^v S^passed where the Ghouls ‘watch with me, 
“ and tremble at my shadow ! How many horse- 
men have I left felled to the earth, gnawing their 
^ right hands and their left ! Faith has no charms 
for me ; no pleasure has a guest in ray favours# 
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To break a piece of bread is even hard to me, as 
‘‘ I fear niy evening repast may be but scanty. 
I have no connexion with men, and tliey evince 
their enmity to me on that account tlirougliout 
the world. I liave no protection among man, for 
treachery is the sole rule of my conduct. No 
relative have I but my spear and iny sword ; 
those two in the contest are my paternal and 
maternal uncle. On the back of a steed was I 
“ born by night. How then sliall I fear nocturnal 
calamities! ’ 

lie continued his course over tlic plains till he 
met Antar^thc valiant lion. Who art thou, he 
cried, tliat hast slain my companions^ and hast 
seized my Asbian maid ? To-day thou shalt die ; 
to-day thou shalt fall into annihilation ! Thou das- 
tard— thou offspring of an uncircumcised race, .ex- 
claimed Art tar, since when lias Ibla been thy slave ? 
By God, thou foul Arab, had it not been for my 
absence in quest of a marriage dower for her, tliou 
wouldst have waited long for such an opportunity. 
Away with thee ! thy success is but a dream. He- 
roes have turned grey for her; and every one, on' 
foot or on liorscback be he, has failed in his attempt's 
on her, Come on: let us to the field this inf^ant. 
Now to the battle of swords; and know/Sa't this 
will be the most inauspicious of days for thee. 
Antar immediately assailed him : he galloped and 
charged 'with him, and commenced the conflict 
As soon as Ibla’s father beheld Antar in full con- 
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tost with their eoinmon foe. Protector of Ahs qiuI 
Achmn, lie crli'ci, release us iroin this (Ijenu)ii : 
make him drink of d^^ath, nephew ! I'or he is a per- 
fidious Avretch; and hadst thou not arrived thus 
opportunely, Ibla would have been renderetl infa- 
mous amon<»* the Arabs for ever. () that thou 

C5 

hadst never been born, nor Ibla either ! exclaimed 
Oorwah ; for she brings ill luck on every one tfiat 
seeks her. Ry Heaven, said An^arah, she is not 
too dearly j)iirchased by the loss of lives or the 
sacrifice of souls, or by the cleaving of skulls and 
heads. This misery, this disgrace we endure, are 
all on her account. Put still never, oh never ! shall 
I be able to command one embrace or one kiss. 
Yet I. think it is only on account of this black slave 
that she is so obdurate. Whilst they were con- 
versing, Antar was engaging his antagonist; and 
a battle ensued between them that would liave 
<launted the boldest Avarriors. And they continued 
the combat until Antar, observing his adversary 
flag, pressed on him, wearied him, and terrified 
him; then, extending his spear, pierced him be- 
tAveen the breasts, and forced the barb out througli 
hjjS shoulders, crying out, ( ) by Abs ! O by Adnan ! 
I aiS^ver the lover of Ibla ! He hastened towards 
the capifSpf^, and liberated them, expressing his de- 
ligjit at meeting his uncle Malik. Rejoice at this 
, deliverance from death, he exclaimed, but know 
tjjat all your late sufferings are only a just punish- 
anent for your past conduct. You promised your 
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daughter to me hypocritically and deceitfully : you 
despatched me to the land of Irak in search of her 
dower, and you cxj)osed me to a sea of perils and 
dangers. In the meantime, you affianced her to a 
horseman of Kenanah : but God has at last re- 
warded your treachery and insult. Do not reproach 
me, dear nephew, replied Malik; your brother 
Shlboob returned home, and, announcing your 
death, deprived us of every hope of seeing you 
again. And Malik recounted all their adventures, 
from the return of Shiboob to the encounter at 
Zatoul-Menahil. 

O Aboolfawaris ! exclaimed Amarah, every one 
gains his own in time. Praise be to God that you 
came off victorious, and thus saved us from death. 
Antar thanked him, and conducted them to liis 
tents, where they halted; and as they beheld his 
countless profusion of wealth and jewels, their 
minds were stupefied, their eyes were scared, and 
their senses bewildered. Nephew, said Malik, . 
whenfce is all this property, this wealth, these 
tents, and these pavilions doubtless some of the 
noble Kings of the land have stopped here. Uncle, 
replied Antar, all this wealth belongs to your^l^j^" :, 
Antar. You demanded of me a thousand /rSafecr 
camels ; I have brought them loaded, b^llie great 
King their owner, with gold and money. Having 
conducted them to the tents, he ordered his slaver, 
to slay camels and sheep, and to prepare a fear :t ; 
whilst he sat down to relate to them all his adven- 
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was there liis power. I Jiavc lost the kiiiglit 
“ of Avar, tlic invincible hero : iiiy heart is on lire. 
I liave lost all resigjiation for a prince who tViught 
the Arabs on the day of combat Avith his , spear. 
O Cais, depend on me ; for in my heart is a flame 
of fire that consumes it, and my forbearance I can 
“ no longer persist in. Rise with me ; let us seek 
“ vengeance speedily, for death is sAvecter to my 
heart than honey. Reproach me not for my^,wars 
— I love them : I Avill hear neither \Awd nor re- 
buke. Night is liiy complexion, and the lions of 
“ Avar knoAv me. The coat of mail is iny strong 
tower, and my heart is hewn out of a rock. War- 
“ riors arc reduced to contempt by me in the day of 
combat, as the Arabs can Avitness for me. Woe, 
woe to my heart, for Avhat it has lost. Death, 
now Zoheir is no more, is my noblest aim. .() 
race of Abs, Iiaste ye to vengeance against the 
tribe of Aamir, and fear not death. Exert your- 
selves Avitli me, for you have a slave that has felled 
“ into disgrace every knight of the plains and the 
mountains. How many tribes are there in avIiosc 
blood I liave dyed my sword in the day of battle ! 
HbAv many the heroes I have laid low ! Hoav 
iii^yiy valleys has it tinged ! How many lions have 
boAVedV^o me ! How many multitudes have I ex- 
‘^Jtirpated! death can bear me Avitness. Khalid ! 
“ soon will 1 leave him stretched on the face of the 
earth, and his Avomeii as childless mothers shall 
moumi him. To-morroAv Avill I annihilate^e, tribe 
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of Aainir, cjuick with the jx>int of the spear, and 
“ the edge of my polished sabre. I will capture 
your women ; I will leave no vestige of them ; I 
will plunder your cattle, your property, and your 
camels. I am Antar, whose qualities are well 
known ; the destruction of warriors, undaunted at 
death.” 

When Antar had finished his verses, he went to 
his pw'ii dwdling, wliere all his regrets were re- 
newed. But Cais was resolved on immediate de- 
parture ; and lie set out with the tribes of Abs and 
Fazarah, and tlie Arabs of that land and country. 
Antar also wished to go and aid him ; but Malik, 
the brother of Cais, came to him : O Aboolfawaris, 
said he, stay at home, and do not follow my brother 
this time, for he would ill-use you, and perhaps even 
reject you, and make you ashamed on account of 
that miserable Amarah, and his despicable brother. 
How so? said Antar. Malik upon this related to 
him about Ilarith, and told him all the news; 
how Hadifali had written to him requesting his as- 
sistance, and last night Rebia hinted that the expe- 
dition would not be offered to you, and it is he who 
has concerted this plan. Then he described to him 
Harith’s intrepidity and prowess, and how the abs 
boasted of him, ’eyen above you, said Malifc^> 

Antar was exceedingly annoyed at hearing this : 
Go youj however, and join your brother, and tell 
him that Antar thanks him, and begs his pardon for 
/ill he lifls done. May the praise of God lx; on tlic 
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man who assists him, and can serve -him instead, of 
me in this expedition ; and if he can take his rcvenge 
on Khalid, son of Gkifer, praise be to the only and 
Omnipotent God ! but, if he does not subdue his foe, 
then will I go against him alone, and will do unto 
him and his, what shall be for ages recorded. Thus 
Malik taking leave of him, astonished at his magna- 
nimity, said, O Aboolfawaris, were I not afraid of 
being a scandal among thje Arabs, and df their re- 
proaches, for refusing to seek vengeance for my 
father, I would not follow him on this occasion. At 
last he departed, and his tears streamed copiously. 

The camps, and horsemen, and troops, all fol- 
lowed Cais : his army amounted in all to twenty- 
five thousand men, all bold horsemen. Every one 
of them thought that Antar only staid at home to 
have his fill of Ibla, whilst Amarah headed all the 
warriors, brandishing his spear in his left hand, quite 
delighted at the absence of Antar on this expedition. 
But Antar, as soon as Prince Malik quitted him, 
returned home; he took off his warlike weapons, 
and entering the tents, his tears burst from his eyes, 
and he was absorbed in an ocean of reflection ; when 

! the wives of his uncles came to him, and con- 
gra».*;:ilated him on his safety. He paid them great 
re§pcct, \ind received them with honour and atten- 
tion ; and they thus addressed him : 

“ Had we known of your arrival in the night, 
^ we would have hasted to you on the crowns of 
“ our heads. We would have given you *1110 most 
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“ honourable reception. O you illustrious one i the 

life of our existence !” 

Ibla and her mother were 6,mong the women ; so 
Antar was much pleased, and his heart was filled 
with joy at seeing his beloved. He inquired about 
her health, &c. — to which she replied. Nothing has 
liappened but what you have heard respecting King 
Zoheir and his son Shas— every one is acquainted 
with that.' But we have been expecting your arrival, 
and that you would take vengeance on them ; but 
we see all the men are gone, and you remain at 
home. Daughter of my uncle, said Antar, the ])arty 
have obtained one who will seek their retaliation 
without me : they rejected me ; I wished to accom- 
pany them, but they refused me. He told her what 
Prince Malik had imparted to him, at which the 
women were greatly surprised, saying Ay ! that is 
the foul plan of the rogue Aiiuir.ah and his iniquitous 
brother, for King Cais never did any thing but by 
the advice of Rebia. Well, cousin, said Ibla to 
Antar, pray where is my share of all this spoil ? or 
am I no longer an object of value or consideration 
with you ? By the faith of an Arab, said Antar, 
my share has been live hundred he and she camdr^ 
of the camels of Sewda, and the mountain of Vol- 
cano, and they are all blue-eyed, with blaclMiair and 
bodies. So tell your black slaves to drive them out 
to-morrow morning, and mix them with the Asafeer 
camels, and excuse the trifle, for I was on Asyed’:; 
business Then he tokl her all that had occurred 
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the truth, O Malik ? he asked. Yes, hy -the Ruler 
of empires, replied Malik. They all started up, 
and mounted their horses. They were, soon scat- 
tered about; they seemed like a torrent, all ex- 
claiming, Welcome, joy ! begone, sorrow ! and they 
sallied forth to meet An tar. The news soon reached 
King Zoheir. Well ! said he, this is the most won- 
derful of all events: it must’be noted down, and 
written, as unheard of amidst the Arabs or the 
Persians. By the truth of Lat, and Uzza, and 
Hibel*, we must all go and meet him, and twitch 
the noses of his enemies, and rejoice the hearts, of 
his friends. So he went forth, accompanied by his 
sons, and the wliolo tribe of illustrious Arabs. 
Antar, having sejiarated from his uncle, stayed 
behind till near midnight; when he set oiit, con- 
versing with Ibla, the most beautiful of liuman 
beings, and feasting himself with looking on licr 
until it was daylight; when, riding close to her, 

0 my cousin, said he, know that your father is 
gone forward to announce our approach, and 
to tell King Zoheir to come out and meet us. 

1 wish, also, to precede you, and to meet them 
^onrer home; for I now feel secure about you 
;^gai*ast all the treacheries of forty ne, and the ca- 
lamities^ of night. Having then given orders to 
some slaves to protect her, and to keep off the 

.road, fearing that the dust of the horses might 


Three idols of the Arabian idolatry. 



364 


UNIVERSAL JOY. 


molest lieiv lie departed, and the whole earth" was 
too confined for him in the expansion of his love 
and joy. He travelled on tHr mid-day, when lo! 
a great dust arose, and the horsemen of Abs and 
Adnan advanced : before them marched the slaves, 
flourishing their swords, and damsels playing on 
cymbals, and the standards floated over tlieir heads. 
First was seen King Zoheir, like a lion starting 
from his den, and over his head waved the eagle 
banner. The instant Antar beheld him, he dis- 
mounted from Abjer, and the delight of this meet- 
ing made him forget all his past troubles : and as 
they drew nigh, they expressed their satisfaction in 
one acclaim. Oh what a glorious day ! was the 
universal shout. Antar stood before the King, 
kissed his hand, and prayed for his eternal glory 
and happiness. And as he advanced towards Prince 
Malik, he thus exclaimed : 

The age has removed its vizor from that ra- 
diant form, glorious in perfect brilliancy, spark- 
ling in splendour ; so that darkness is illumined 
by it ; like an hitherto unseen youth, glowing in 
“ beauty, moving towards sublimity in matchless 
lustre, and dasliing to the earth all that woul|* 
rival him, like birds shot by the arroAV o^T the 
“ archer. Victory has firmly linked its bfiifiers to 
his stirrups, to fell all thy foes with the waving, 
spear — O thou phamix of this age ! thou illustrious 
hero of the period ! them attainer of all glory 
() Aboolfawaris, exclaimed Prince Malik, may 
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curse the work! when thou art gone ! And he 
besought him to mount his horse. The nol^e Ab* 
sians all surrounded him, whilst in reply to. King 
Zoiheir’s inquiries, he related his adventwres. His 
mother and his brothers wept, and sobbed, and 
clamoured at the cestacy of meeting, and in the ex- 
cess of their happiness after all their past alarms 
and afHietions. When Antar had spoken to them 
all, his slaves arrived conducting the camels, headed 
by the fierce Aboolmoiit, vdio in front of the blacks 
galloped round tliem to the right and to the left. 
The whole land was involved in dust. In the rear 
came Ibla’s litter, all of silver studded with pre- 
cious stones ; before her marched the imperial 
steeds and beauteous slaves like the Houris of Pa- 
radise, encompassing the lovely full-moon of Ma- 
jesty, as she approached. Antar dismountgl from 
Abjer, and girded his loins with a zone of gold 
brocade worth a hundred thousand dirhems. He 
directed the slaves to lead aside some camels and 
mules that were laden with wealth, and also ten 
fine coursers of unrivalled beauty, with their chests 
and baggage, and presented them to King Zoheir; 
and kissing the ground before him, he begged liis 
ci.^^eptance of them. The King received them, and 
before each chest stood a slave-girj, either Grecian 
or Abyssinian. To all the horsemen he distributed 
rt^ibes and money, and gave them slaves and youths, 
,so that there was not one but partook of Antar’s 
bounty. King Zoheir was amazed and in the 
VOL, r. B n 
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greatest astonishment at the 'juantity of go^^9 
By the truth of the holy Kabaa, said he, Antar 
must liave completely impoverished the King of 
Persia; and he desired all the Absians, to whbm 
Antar had given something, to make a suitable 
return. To his father Shedad he presented abund- 
ance of silver and gold, and many stout slaves ; 
but tlie remainder with the Asafeer camels he de- 
livered to Malik, his uncle. Thus they separated, 
and every one souglit his own tent. But Amroo, 
lbla‘‘s brother, made the camels that conveyed his 
sister kneel down — he lifted up the curtain of the 
litter — but Ibla was not there ! — 
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